
Recreational Fisheries 
Engagement Initiative Update

Marine Fisheries Advisory Council
May 25, 2011



2

NOAA Recreational Fisheries Engagement Initiative
• Acknowledgement of strained relationship 

• Realization that stewardship responsibilities could be better 
fulfilled collaboratively

• Understanding of the need to be proactive 

Background/Overview

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Recreational Fisheries Engagement Initiative was announced by Dr. Lubchenco before the American Sportfishing Association annual meeting, fall of 2009.

During that announcement she committed to a number of actions, including those on the following slide.
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Initial Commitments & Actions

• Regional Recreational Coordinators (11/09)

• MAFAC Recreational Fisheries Working Group (04/10)

• National Recreational Policy Advisor (04/10)

• Recreational Saltwater Fisheries Summit (04/10)

• National Recreational Saltwater Fisheries                   
Action Agenda (10/10)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All her initial commitments (see above) have been fulfilled.
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Recreational Saltwater Fisheries 
Action Agenda

Five overarching goals w/tangible objectives, 
including, improved: 

• Recreational fishing opportunities

• Recreational catch/bycatch, effort, and 
status data

• Social and economic data

• Communications

• Institutional orientation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Improved recreational fishing opportunities – e.g. NOS/Santuaries – look for flexibility in ACL implementation (Commercial and Rec).
Improved recreational catch, effort, and status data– e.g. MRIP – pilots and Workshops
Improved social and economic data – e.g. 2011 National Rec. Expenditure Survey; socio-economic data gap analysis
Improved communications – Regular updates to community (written progress updatesSept. 2010, Dec. 2010, May 2010)
Institutional  orientation – e.g. NGSP, regional action agendas
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Progress report and video 
update released May 18th:

Recreational Fisheries at 
NOAA: A Growing Legacy

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/Partners
hipsCommunications/recfish/index.htm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the Summit, we committed to providing periodic updates. 
We provided updates to all the councils on a continuing basis, release a one page update in Sept., and a year-end email update at the close of 2010.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/PartnershipsCommunications/recfish/index.htm�
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/PartnershipsCommunications/recfish/index.htm�
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Recent Headway

• MRIP Catch Estimation Methodology 
implemented (01/11)

• Scientific Annual Catch Limit Data Workshop (02/11)

• MRIP Recreational Data Timeliness workshop (03/11)

• MRIP/MRFSS Catch Estimate Re-estimation           (03/11) 
Workshop 
• Re-estimated historical recreational catch data (06/11)

• Recreational Barotrauma workshop (03/11)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Catch Estimiation methodology--- was put into use starting in Jan. 2011.  The first estimates using the new methodology are expected in mid- to late June..

The timeliness workshop looked at how to expedite release of catch data & estimates—relating primarily to the need for in-season management—and the trade-offs associated with faster turn-around.  There was a general consensus that moving toward monthly reporting waves may be the way to go.
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Additional Headway

• Improvements to the National Catch Shares Policy

• Championed recreational fisheries in interagency National Oceans 
Policy process.

• Incorporated Recreational Policy Advisor into FMC appointment 
process

• Expedited 2010 South Atlantic red snapper assessment update  in 
response to angler concerns (allowed for elimination of proposed 
closed area)

• Strategy to engage the FMCs & constituents on quota allocation

• Initiated efforts to identify and expand flexibility in implementation of 
National Standard 1 (ACL issue).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Catch Shares:  Included:
Statement that we did not advocate catch shares for individual recreational fishermen; 
Strong statements regarding need to examine quota allocation in any new catch share program, and regularly in catch share programs and all other management programs.
Called for mechanisms to provide for inter-sector transfer of quota

Nat. Ocean Policy:  Original White House failed to include recreational considerations.  Lubchenco fought for and won inclusion of inclusion of recreational considerations in the final Nat. Ocean Policy.

Quota Allocation:  1) Technical document expected shortly examing data used in previous allocation decisions
2) Hired George LaPointe, former Dir of ME Dept. Marine Resources, & ASMFC, to scope allocation issues and identify type of guidance that may be appropriate to develop on allocation issues.

ACLs – working with councils on an issue by issue basis; modifying Q&A documents to detail some additional flexibility; will conduct a comprehensive review of Nat. Standard 1 guidelines once first round of ACL implementation is completed.
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Next Ports of Call

• Recreational Fisheries Year in Review  05/18/11

• Recreational Expenditure field surveys Ongoing

• Recreational Economic Gap Summer/Fall 2011
Analysis & Workshop  

• Regional Recreational Action Plans Summer 2011

• Catch estimates using new methodology  Summer 2011

• Recommendations to improve 
data timeliness Summer 2011

Presenter
Presentation Notes
***ALSO NOTE THAT WE ARE BEGINNING TO ACTIVELY SEARCH FOR NEW MAFAC RFWG MEMBERS.
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FishSmart Barotrauma Workshop
March 14-17, 2011

Goals

• Identify best practices and equipment for use by anglers to 
increase the survival of angler-sought saltwater fishes

• Develop outline for messages directed to anglers to employ in 
their interaction with saltwater species

• Provide guidance to management bodies, and

• Identify gaps in the current state of knowledge in need of 
additional research efforts/funding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide Guidance -- to reduce the interaction and lethality of such interactions, with those species by anglers through the consideration of management actions such as time/area closures, gear modifications, restrictions/usage and size restrictions and account for and incorporate release mortality/survivability into the regulatory process.

FishSmart & Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
Steering Committee Representatives
American Sport Fishing Association --- Gulf of Mexico, Pacific, South Atlantic FMCs --- MAFAC RFWG/Sport Fishing& Boating Partnership Council --Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation -– SeaGrant  ---Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership

****Doug Boyd of the MAFAC Rec. Fisheries Working Group represented the RFWG on the Steering Committee.




10

Barotrauma Workshop cont.

Topics: 
• Avoidance: Management techniques and fishing techniques 

designed to prevent encounters of unwanted species/sizes

• Size: Effect of catching various sizes of fish on stock 
sustainability

• Venting and Decompression/Recompression: Techniques 
and appropriate uses

• Fish Friendly Tackle: Techniques and gear for releasing fish



11

Barotrauma Workshop Findings

• Guidelines for releasing recreationally caught marine fishes

• Guidelines specific to Saltwater recreational fish caught in 
deep water

• Recommendations for regulatory agencies

• Gaps in the current state of knowledge

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guidelines for releasing recreationally caught marine fishes
Avoid unwanted fish when possible (gear/bait/fishing location choices)
Use the proper release tools
Release ASAP (ideally <2 min.)
Guidelines specific to Saltwater recreational fish caught in deep water
Recompression is first technique of choice (if venting not in regulations)
Return fish to depth of capture (minimum of 60-100 feet if not possible)
Guideline for regulatory agencies
Regional workshops for region specific guidance
Gaps in the current state of knowledge
Species specific release mortality info needed for incorporation into assessments 
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Thanks for your attention!

Questions?

Comments?

Contact Info:
Russell.Dunn@noaa.gov    
727-551-5740 



13

BACK-UP SLIDES
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Next Ports of Call

• Improved Recreational Fishing Opportunities
• Identify and implement flexibility in Annual Catch Limits
• Continue to engage FMCs & constituents on allocation of fishery resources
• Seek opportunities to strengthen angler involvement with the National 

Sanctuaries Program
• Continue to work to reduce recreationally induced bycatch mortality
• Habitat improvements for recreationally important species

• Improved Recreational Catch, Effort and Status Data
• Continue MRIP implementation
• Increased number of stock assessments in S.E. Atlantic and GOM

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Actively engage the Councils/constituents on allocation to address 	fair and equitable allocation of fishery resources
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Ports of Call cont.

• Improved Socio-Economic Information
• 2011 Marine Recreational Expenditure Survey
• Socio-economic data gap analysis and workshops

• Improved Communications
• Continue to engage with recreational fishermen on Coastal and 

Marine Spatial Planning
• New recreational fisheries webpage

• Institutional Orientation and Planning
• Release of regional (including Atlantic HMS) recreational action 

agendas
• Host a symposium on managing recreational fisheries at the 2011 

American Fisheries Society meeting 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
* Regional Action Plans – guidance issued to regions May 18th.
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