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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
MARINE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

DEC 1 4 2012 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Jane Lubchenco, Ph.D. 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere 

Mark C. Holliday, Ph.D. 
Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Designated Federal Officer 

October 2012 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting 
Report and Recommendations 

This memo transmits NOAA's Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee's Summary Report 
including findings and recommendations from the Committee's October 23-25, 2012, meeting in 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

The Committee was extremely pleased by your attendance at the meeting, and the ensuing 
discussion of how Federal Advisory Committees can play a key role in shaping federal programs 
and policies on living marine resources. MAFAC looks forward to continued engagement with 
NOAA leadership at future meetings and activities. 

Over the course of the 3-day meeting, the Committee identified a series of recommendations 
relating to: 

1. NOAA Fisheries budget priorities for 2014 and beyond. 

2. Investigating opportunities for a U.S. seafood certification framework that asserts and 
communicates the sustainability of U.S. wild-caught and aquaculture seafood products. 

3. A work plan and schedule for a new working group to evaluate Endangered Species Act 
process reforms and efficiencies between Regional Councils and NOAA, comprised of 
members of MAFAC, NOAA Fisheries staff, and representatives of Regional Councils. 

4. Expanding engagement with recreational fishermen and the Recreational Fishing 
Working Group to ensure regional input occurs on issues of significance to recreational 
fisheries. 

Details of each recommendation are included in the attached meeting summary report. The 
Committee respectfully requests that you forward the report and recommendations on behalf of 
the Committee to the Acting Secretary of Commerce for her information. 

If you or senior staff would like to receive a briefing on the October results from MAFAC 
leadership, as well as to discuss any ideas or tasks for the Committee's May 2013 meeting 
agenda, please contact me and I will schedule it at your earliest convenience. 
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