[image: ]SUMMARY MEETING REPORT
MARINE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Silver Spring, Maryland ∙ January 30, 2013

The Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (MAFAC or ‘the Committee’) met via teleconference on Wednesday, January 30, 2013.  Opportunity for public participation was provided at the NOAA Fisheries Headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland.  Keith Rizzardi, Chair, presided at this first meeting in calendar year 2012, which commenced at 3:03 p.m.
The Committee convened to recommend a list of new members to participate on the Recreational Fisheries Working Group (RFWG) for submission to the NOAA Fisheries Assistant Administrator and to receive updates from some Committee working Groups.
MAFAC members that participated included:
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Keith Rizzardi
Dick Brame
Columbus Brown
Paul Clampitt
Phillip Dyskow
Michele Longo Eder
Martin Fisher
Ken Franke
Elizabeth Hamilton
Julie Morris
George Nardi
Dave Wallace
Pam Yochem

NOAA Fisheries staff present:
Mark Holliday, Designated Federal Officer
Russell Dunn
Danielle Rioux
John Butterfield
Heidi Lovett

1.  Appointment of new Recreational Fisheries Working Group (RFWG) members
To begin, Chairman Rizzardi turned the meeting over to Mr. Franke, Chair of the MAFAC Recreational Fisheries Subcommittee for his report.  The subcommittee held a meeting on Friday, January 18 to review the application information from 19 nominees for appointment to the RFWG. The group deliberated on these applicants and recommended nine to MAFAC for consideration for appointment to the RFWG.  MAFAC received background information on all 19 nominees in advance of this meeting.  Mr. Franke noted that in reviewing the applicants, the RFWG had emphasized bringing a diversity of knowledge and experience from actual fishermen, rather than the geographical location of each applicant. The nine applicants recommended for appointment were:

· Troy Frady, Charter boat owner, director of local fishing association; Gulf of Mexico area
· Steven James, Charter fisherman/Tournament organizer; Boston, MA area
· Chris Horton, Fisheries policy; Gulf of Mexico area focus, but from a National perspective
· Kevin Lanier, Salmon and bottomfish fisherman, local group leader; Puget Sound, Washington area
· Carl Liederman, Bait and tackle sales, engaged in barotrauma work, CCA Florida leader; Florida area
· Thomas Marking, Recreational saltwater angler, local group board member, Northern California area
· Dave Monti, Angler and charter captain, appointee to RI Marine Fisheries Council; Rhode Island and Massachusetts area
· Jesse Rosario, Subsistence fisherman, practitioner/instructor of cultural fishing techniques; Guam
· Richard Yamada, Sportfishing lodge owner, member of numerous associations; Alaska area

Mr. Franke asked for comments on the recommendations. Mr. Wallace noted several members of the applicant pool who he believed could have contributed to the RFWG but were not recommended. Mr. Frank acknowledged the wealth of qualified applications and noted that future vacancies could be filled from the current applicant pool. There were no further comments or questions.
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Mr. Franke moved to recommend to the NOAA Fisheries Assistant Administrator appointment of these nine nominees to the RFWG.  Mr. Wallace seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

2.  Update on National Working Waterfronts and Waterways Symposium
MAFAC was briefed on the National Working Waterfronts & Waterways Symposium to be held March 25-28, 2013 in Tacoma, WA.  Chairman Rizzardi noted that MAFAC is leading a panel at the symposium that will include speakers from multiple sectors of the fisheries industry.  The goal is to build off a presentation to be given by the Office of Policy, Linking NOAA Fisheries to Working Waterfront: Existing Resources and Funding Opportunities, and focus discussion to think forward about what NOAA Fisheries’ role could be, not just rehash what is happening now. Each panelist will talk about one of four focus areas associated with working waterfronts and coastal resilience and is charged with answering the question: what role(s) could or should NOAA Fisheries play in supporting the preservation, maintenance, and enhancement of working waterfront?  Plans are in development to allow MAFAC members to participate in the symposium virtually or in-person.  

3.  Update on the Endangers Species Act Working Group (ESA WG). 
Ms. Morris, Chair of the ESA WG, described the teleconference the WG had on Monday, January 22, 2013. At the meeting, the ESA WG discussed ways fishery management councils could potentially become involved in discussions of protected resource issues with NOAA Fisheries before formal consultation begins. The NOAA Fisheries WG members will be working on this issue for further presentation and discussion at the MAFAC meeting and Council Coordinating Committee meeting, scheduled for May 2013.  The next ESA WG conference call will be the week of February 11, 2013. An online poll of the members will determine the exact time and date.

4.  Update on the Seafood Certification Working Group (SCWG)
Mr. Nardi, Chair of the Seafood Certification Working Group (SCWG), summarized the SCWG’s progress at the October 2012 MAFAC meeting, followed by an update of staff activities by Dr. Holliday.  Intern John Butterfield has developed a project plan for addressing the tasks that the WG outlined in October and is studying the possibility of conducting a survey to learn more about the current state of seafood certification.  One potential action is having staff attend the Boston Seafood Show in March 2013 to potentially conduct interviews with seafood buyers.  Additionally, the range of schemes or options that were discussed by the working group, from simple to complex, are being fleshed out and analyzed to provide back to the SCWG.

5.  Committee administration – next meeting
The last matter of business concerned the upcoming May 2013 MAFAC meeting. Dr. Holliday informed the Committee that the meeting will take place on May 9-10, 2013 in Washington, D.C. The meeting will likely include meetings of MAFAC’s working groups and reports to the full Committee from each.   MAFAC members can expect an e-mail within the next 10 days with travel, lodging and registration details.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 3:34 p.m.

image1.jpeg




