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PROCEEDI NGS
(8:31 a.m)

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Thank you for being
here pronptly. | know we've, in addition to
M cah, had a few nenbers who had ot her busi ness.

Ken Franke had to run, as well, but I
want to recognize Ken for organizing last night's
social event. It was good to see sone folks from
the community, and | ooking forward to neeting nore
of them on Friday, on our boat excursion, and
spending a little bit nore social tinmne with all of
you t oday.

MR. RHEAULT: Point of order, M.
Chairman -- if sonebody failed to pay their bill
| ast night, talk to ne after.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay. Those things
happen when you're at a happy hour, | suppose, so
t hank you for hel ping out, Bob, and we'll figure
out if we can fix that for you.

Any ot her outstanding issues |ike that
that | need to (inaudible)? Anybody else pick up

a bill?

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page:

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Al right, sonebody else go and quietly
settle up with Bob, and we'll figure it out.

But this norning, we've got with us Don
Kent -- is the President and CEO of Hubbs- Sea
Wrld Research Institute. He is also a forner
MAFAC Chair. So, he has been around, doing this
stuff for many years. Don has been a trenendous
resource for nme in ny effort to research
aquaculture. I'mgrateful to himfor sending ne
all sorts of great PowerPoints and i nfornmation.
And he is here to share his vast weal th of
know edge to get us started this norning, and to
i ntroduce us to the future of aquacul ture.

Thanks, Don.

MR. KENT: (inaudible). Ladies and
gentlenmen, | wasn't the Chair of MAFAC, | was a
menber for six years, and it was a great
experience for nme, having that |ong-term goal.

Anyway, what | want to talk about is
Rose Canyon Fisheries, which is an enterprise and
under t aki ng.

But I'd like to first -- got to turn on
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-- that's right -- there we are -- alittle
perspective. Now |I'ma native San D egan. |, you
know, |ived out (inaudible) high school; drove
down to the big city here to go to novies and
things like that -- (inaudible) and things Iike

t hat .

Anyway -- and back when | was a kid,

Sout hern Californial/Long Beach/ San Pedro/ San D ego
were the tuna capital of the world. W had 40, 000
seafood jobs. W had 16 canneries, and nore

seaf ood being | anded here than anywhere else in
the U S. That's pretty nuch gone now. W have
about 500 seafood/tuna jobs for Bunbl ebee. The
corporate offices are still here in San D ego

(i naudi ble) in the Western Pacific.

I n perspective, for comrercial fishing
in California, this is the 2013 commerci al catch
reported by county. And you'll see in the
northern end of the state, we have fairly good
volune; worth quite a bit. This is the Dungeness
crab fishery.

But down here in San D ego -- renenber,
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we used to be the tuna capital of the world --
we're down to about 1,000 netric tons a year --
worth about $8 million. And we've seen a big
change in the econony of San D ego. The Navy's
al ways been the biggest contributor. Tourism --
it used to be fisheries nunber two, and then
tourism-- well, fisheries is way down.

Bi oi ndustry, biocomindustry is nuch bigger now
t han anything that ever went on in fisheries.

But the point of this being that we have
a lot of infrastructure in San Diego. If you
wal ked down to the docks where you'll see artwork
now, and great restaurants, and everything, used
to be two or three tuna boats side-tied to one
another with the nets laid out on the dock. That
Il ndustry i s gone now.

So, the infrastructure, in large part,
is gone, as well. W still have the capacity to
have a greater use of that infrastructure for the
seafood industry. And that's going to cone from
primarily the devel opnent of aquacul ture

(inaudible). Nowthis is the 1,000 netric tons
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br oken out by value. Over half of our value
comng into San Diego is |obsters, and that's
basically a single guy out on a skip, putting his
traps out, taking them back in the next day. And
a lot of that's even exported. The rest of it's a
m x of spot prawn, sea urchin roe -- very high-end
species. W actually have probably the hi ghest
val ue per unit sold here of anywhere else in the
state, but we just don't have a | arge vol une.

Now | et's conpare that to agriculture in
the State of California. W have a $43-billion
agricultural econony, 400 different econom es,
81,000 farnms fromthe northern part of the state,
all the way down. But aquaculture is about -- the
$12 billion that comes fromlivestock out of the
$43 billion, only about $54 million of that is
aquacul ture. And, you know, we have one of the
| ongest coastlines in the U S., and we have one of
the | argest EEZs of any state in the union.

So, there's potential here, and there's
a mndset for agriculture being a part of our

econony. And when we think about aquacul ture,
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it's sinply another formof agriculture -- except
in this case, we'll be doing it out in open water.

So, along cones Rose Canyon Fisheries.
This is a project we've been preparing for for
several decades. And we recently, in partnership
Wi th a group, Cuna del Mar -- it's an investnent
group that is investing in aquaculture. They now
open t he AquaPod conpany. They have the primary
ownership of the CceanSpar, the fol ks that nade
the SeaStations. They took primary ownership of
Open Blue, which is a cobia farmoff of Panama,
started by Brian O Hanlon. And they have a
startup farmin La Paz that's working on
(itnaudible). | think there's a very interesting
opportunity for MAFAC to consider -- that is, the
upcom ng cl osure of the northern end of the Sea of
Cortez to protect the vaquita dol phin.

How are we going to displace the | oss of
fishing jobs? Totoaba is a very popul ar speci es.
It, too, is endangered, and the prinmary reason
that the vaquita is going endangered is the

poachi ng of the totoaba for the Asian nedicine
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(i naudi bl e) .

So, the culture of totoaba -- which is
sonething very simlar to the white sea bass,
which we culture -- could help displace that |oss
of econony, and, therefore, take pressure off of
fisheries, and hopefully help in the recovery of
t he vaquita.

So, Rose Canyon Fisheries -- what we
intend to do is denonstrate the technol ogi es that
are avail able now, and constantly work wth
researchers and regul atory agencies to inprove
that technol ogy over the years -- wll grow out to
a maxi mum of 5,000 netrics tons per year of
production, and with an ex-vessel val ue of
sonmewher e between $50 to $80 m |l li on.

Now this is one farm and 5,000 netric
tons is five tines the production of what we're
getting in all of our captured fisheries in San
Diego. So, this would be a very large, inmmediate
i ncrease to the value of the seafood industry in
San Diego. And, nore inportantly, it would

denonstrate the capacity that could be applied in
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ot her parts of the country, as well.

These are the species we're primarily
i nterested in working with. W can close the
culture |loop on all of these. The yellowtail jack
or California yellowtail is very simlar to the
jack (inaudible) yellowail. [It's suitable for
hamachi trade. Al of the hamachi we eat in the
United States is farned, but it's farnmed in the
Western Pacific, primarily in Japan or in
Australia. Probably 90, 95 percent is farned in
Japan.

So, what's great about this is, we're
the only part of the U S. that has this species.
It's suitable for inport that we're already
bringing in, and it doesn't conpete with the wld
capture of the yellowail, which isn't suitable
for hamachi .

So, what we'll be doing is creating new
seafood jobs in San Diego -- taking fishernen,
gi ving them a new paradi gm for seafood production
that doesn't displace existing fisheries, but,

rat her, displaces inports -- so thereby |owering
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the carbon footprint of the fish that's provided.

So, another species -- white sea bass is
one we've been working wwth for sone tine -- over
30 years now. |It's a nenber of the croaker
famly. It's simlar to the totoaba in the Gl f

of Mexico; other nenbers are red drum spotted sea
trout, spotted (inaudible) fish on the East Coast
-- very popul ar species, but isn't legal until
it's about eight pounds -- about five years old.
And it's a very short fishery -- maybe six to
ei ght weeks long. And this could provide a
year-round supply of fish being grown to about a
kilo in size.

Striped bass is another species. This
I's an introduced species to California back in the
1880s. It's very popular all over the country.
It's a designated recreational species in
California. It can only be sold if it's cultured,
but, unfortunately, there's a |lot of concern about
this species because of potential (inaudible).

We have endangered strains of rainbow

trout that used to inhabit streans. The problem
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we have with rainbow trout or steelhead trout in
Southern California isn't the pervasion of other
species; it's the fact that we don't have water
fl ow back into our ocean anynore down our rivers.
But | think that's really a non-problem

What we're going to be doing is putting
that on the back burner and focusing on the
yellowail. But we like to include all these so
we can denonstrate to folks that there are
mul tiple species that are available to be cultured
i f we spent the tine devel opi ng the hatchery
I nfrastructure to supply them And then all of
t hese woul d have substantial markets available to
t hem

The site -- we're |l ocated down here, in
San Diego, and the site would be about four and a
half mles off the coast in federal waters. W
picked this site. W're interacting wth
comercial and recreational fishernmen, working
with the [ ocal NOAA Fisheries office, Southwest
Fi sheries Science Center, to nmake sure we avoi ded

critical habitats. W're working wth the Coast
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Guard and with the Navy to nmake sure we're not in
anybody' s way.

These red lines represent -- if you were
(i naudi bl ) over San C enente |sland, you'd be
north of our operation. Catalina sort of would be
far north of it. And the idea here is, what can
you do to minimze inpacts on existing uses of the
ocean? And, of course, that |eads into the whole
concept of marine spatial planning.

Permts that we're seeking -- we've
submtted applications to the Environnental
Protection Agency. And after six nonths of
del i beration back and forth between the Arny Corps
for the Section X permt we need to get fromthem
and fromthe EPA for the NPDS permt we need to
acquire. They finally decided that the EPA should
be the | ead agency, but the EPA doesn't feel it
has the experience to undertake the NEPA
certification, the NEPA review.

So, NOAA' s generously stepped up and
said, "Well, we'd be happy to be a coll aborating

agency." And so now we're going to spend a couple
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of weeks or a couple of nonths chatting back and
forth about who's going to be responsible for
what, and getting that done.

The permts thenselves are relatively
straightforward. An NPDS is -- this is the point
source discharge, this is what we're going to do,
here's the sanpling protocol. If you violate
this, this, or this, you shut down. EPA knows how
to do that. The Arnmy Corps of Engi neers
(1 naudi bl e) engi neering problem You're going to
put sonething out in the ocean. Wat's it going
to be do? What's the drive coefficients? How
much anchor age (i naudi ble) configuration of
anchorage? What are your engineers telling us we
need to know?

The NEPA's where it really becones
conplicated, because there's environnental
concern, and NEPA requires the input fromnot only
all the agencies, but also the community at |arge
-- which is fine. W've been doing a |lot of work
getting out there, inform ng people what we're

trying to do here.
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At the sanme tinme, it's a cunbersone
process. And if people don't really understand
how to undertake it, then it becones a difficult
and | engthy process. But, thankfully, NOAA has a
| ot of experience with NEPA, so we're feeling good
about that.

Addi tional permts -- U S. Coast Guard
(i naudi bl ) navigation. Now within the NOAA
consultation will be NOAA essential fish habitat,
endangered species, and mammal /wildlife
interaction. We'Ill talk a little bit about those
I n a mnute.

On the California level, we are seeking
a registration fromthe California Departnent of
Fish and Wldlife. Even though we're in federal
wat ers, and you can't permt the site itself, the
juvenile fish go back and forth. The product
cones back in. Al of a sudden, there's 5,000
tons of small yellowail on the dock. | think the
wards would i ke to know when that's going to
happen so they're not surprised.

And we are -- Pamcould tell you better
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than | could, but there are certain qualifications
as far noving fish, and certifying them being
heal t hy before you put theminto the open ocean.

So, that would help us with that part of
it. And then the Coastal Comm ssion -- we've
required fromthem a consi stency review of the
Coastal Act.

So, San Diego's ideally suited for this.
We've got a mld Mediterranean clinmate, where our
coastline curves into Southern California
(i naudi ble) is shaded fromlarge farmactivity in
t he Channel Islands, as well as the offshore
I slands off sea (inaudible) protect us fromvery
| ar ge seas.

And it's interesting that we use the
anal ogy of the Mediterranean. This is a picture
of the Mediterranean Sea, and all these pushpins
represent | ocations where commercial cage farm ng
I s undertaken. 250,000 netric tons a year of sea
bream and sea bass is grown in the Mediterranean
Sea. And we're starting to see it in our nmarkets.

This (inaudible) here on the white is an inport
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from Geece that's in Wiole Foods, a little bit
north of here, in La Jolla. | shot a picture of
that one day as | was wal king around in the store.
And it's interesting. It's sustainably farnmed in
G eece -- 7,000 mles away -- and it's $12.99 a
pound.

Now why are we inporting a one-pound,
one-and-a- hal f-pound fish from?7,000 m|es away
when we can grow it ourselves four mach off to sea
-- and use the sane environnentally sustai nabl e
stand that seens to be suitable for Whol e Foods
and the consuners that buy the product?

So, econom c benefits: W' re working on
this. W got sone initial help fromthe NOAA
Fi sheries Center, the Southwest Fisheries Science
Center -- their economsts there. |If you | ook at
the financials of the program go about eight

years out, when we're in equilibrium and we're

5,000 tons of production -- we could realize
anywhere from $50 to $80 mllion in gross sal es,

wi th an econom c overall benefit -- based on
wages, taxes, and everything else -- of about $120
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mllion a year.

Now this is based on a study done on
shellfish. So, this is being refined now by sone
econom sts fromthe | ocal econom c devel opnent
corporation here in San Diego, in collaboration
wi th the Sout hwest folks.

So, addressing concerns -- this is
sonet hing, as environnentalists -- our research
organi zation is a problem solving organi zati on.
We're out there to find out how human popul ati ons
can work in the open ocean, can work along the
coastal zones, and not be an adverse inpact on the
envi ronnent, not adversely inpact the aninals that
live there.

So, these are a w de range of
probl ens/ suggested issues. | won't go through all
of themin detail, but it was interesting -- |
attended a workshop in Long Beach | ast week, and
"1l describe sone of the results of what they
found there.

Not i npacting other (inaudible) --

originally, we were going to put the farmhere, in

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page:

24

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

this purple square. And there's sone habitat
there, on the outside edge of that, that was of
concern to the NOAA Fisheries Center. And there's
one commercial fisherman here in San Diego -- the
fishers for (inaudible) on hard-bottom substrate
(i naudi ble). So, at their request, we noved the
old project alittle bit -- about a
m | e-and-a-half south, southeast -- just a little
bit closer to shore, but sane type of habitat
consi deration; appropriate sandy bottom and the
right kind of current flow

So, when we tal k about these conflicts
bet ween ot her uses and how do we devel op a gane
plan for the devel opnent of aquaculture, the phase
“marine spatial planning" cones up quite a bit.
So, this is already being worked on. The
California Sea G ant Program has funded the
Uni versity of California-Santa Barbara Bren School
to start | ooking at that. And we've been
interacting with them telling themthe criteria
-- you need to be deeper than 100 feet and

shal | oner than 300 feet. You need to avoid sewage
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out poles. There's lots of things you need to
avoid. There's lots of things that you need to
| ook for.
And in doing that analysis, they've
i dentified over 500 square kiloneters of area from

Santa Barbara to San Diego that would be suitable

for aquacul ture devel opnent -- both shellfish and
finfish -- in Southern California.
Ent angl enments -- this is sonething that

our research organization has a | ot of experience
wi th, and NOAA' s fol ks have certainly the desire
to reduce bycatch. But one of the things to keep
in mnd is, when we think about aquacul ture as
fishing -- which is, you know, the determ nation
that's been nade on several levels within the
federal agency -- fishing gear's designed to catch
and ensnare animals. Qur gear is designed to keep
animals in or animals out. And it's quite a bit
different than the types of equipnent that's
bot hersone to these animals right now

An exanple of this would be the farm

that exists within the Mari ne Whal e Sanctuary in
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the Hawaiian Islands. |If you | ook at the big
i sland of Hawaii on the Kona Coast, this part of
the sanctuary there, this is the location of a
farmthat's been there for well over a decade.
It's the former Kona Blue farm It was started by
Neil Sims. And there's never been an entangl enent
or a probl em between whales in that |ocations and
the farm

And the reason for that is that the
cages thenselves are noored to the bottomwith a
grid systemthat's conprised of very thick rope
that's tensioned by the current. W're not
t al ki ng about a 3/8-inch pol ypropylene that's
| i nply hangi ng there and attached to (inaudible)
on the bottom if a whale swns by, it can catch
on the (inaudible) and get entangled. And the
cage material itself is nade out of an extruded
plastic that's very strong, and where there's been
problens in the past with bull sharks biting
t hrough nmesh bags or nesh cages, this has been
tested and is denonstrated to keep the fish in and

t he sharks and nari ne manmmal s out.
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So, what about environnental inpacts
fromeffluent, fromdischarge -- too nuch feed
going into the water, or dissolved or sellable
salt?

So, (inaudible) again has funded a
programw th these m xed princi pal
co-investigators -- the Departnent of Fish and
Wldlife, two gentlenen fromthe National Ccean
Service, Paul din fromCalifornia Sea G ant
Program Jerry Schubel fromthe Aquarium of the
Pacific to do educational outreach, D ane W ndham
from NOAA Fisheries. She's our California
aquacul ture coordinator -- and Dale Kiefer and
Jack Rensel are with Science Systens and
Applications. They're the nodel ers.

And so this is the presentation that
Jack did. | don't know how nuch experience you
guys have with listening to nodelers. | won't go
into the excruciating detail about every little
paraneter (inaudible) |I'mgoing to show you sone
pi ctures, okay?

So, basically, what you do here is, you
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t ake the physi ol ogy of the animal -- how fast does
it grow, how does it utilize the nutrients, what
are the discharges? W have a graduate student
that sat there and neasured the settling rate

(i naudi ble). You know, | don't know if he ever
got that turned into a thesis or not, but these
are the types of input paraneters that have to be
eval uated in order to nake esti mates.

Then you | ook at the characteristics of
the site in question. You |ook at the hydrography
of it, the depth, the water tenperature, the flow
You | ook at the metabolismof the bottom You
| ook at the interaction between the aerobic and
t he anaerobic players. You also |ook at what's
going on in the distribution of soluble ions --
ni trogen, phosphorous -- and you can al so | ook at
t he depl etion of oxygen.

So, the system draws upon G S dat abases.
This is the location of the farm although we
don't have nuch interest in what the roads | ook
like in San Diego in this particular analysis, it

gives you an idea of the |level of detail that
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woul d be avai l abl e.

We then depl oy our acoustic Doppl er
current profiler, 300 feet of water at the site.
That sits there for five nonths, |ooking up
t hrough the waterfall and giving the velocity of
the current and the direction of the current. And
then this is turned into a rosette. So,

(i naudi bl e) that basically tells you, at different
depths, the direction and the intensity of the
current, okay? And then fromthat, that goes into
the nodeling of the program And it gives you
output |ike this.

The systemw || be two grids of 24 cages
each. | believe this is the oxygen -- that shows
the liner depletion of oxygen over tine, and then
how t hat novenent of that depletion of oxygen
occurs. And then what you see is, as that snall
drop in oxygen sinply (inaudible) recharges into
the water col um.

This is an interesting one. One of the
concerns is wwth the bottom |It's really about

what happens on the bottom \When you hear about
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sand farmng in Chile or the early problens with
sand farmng in the Pacific Northwest, it was
because they put farns in protected areas w thout
much water novenent. The tidal material or any
food that dropped to the bottom it would shift
the metabolismat the bottomfromaerobic to
anaerobic. There was indicators of -- you'd do
basically sulfite anal yses, to see if you've
shifted, and the bottomis now producing sulfites.

So, what you want to do is avoid that,
and you do that by getting the right depth, and
the right current, and the right biomass being
devel oped. And this is what this basically is
predicting -- is that, at the cage site and around
it, they've caught 5,600 netric tons of standing
stock. What we'll see is an increase of about 0.2
percent fromthe background | evel of carbon on the
bottom And that's really below the detectable
| evel. It's probably bel ow the sanpling
differential w thin sanples.

And this is the type of information you
can put forward to the EPA and tell them "Well,
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here's our plan for sanpling" -- because one of
the things we want to do is validate this nodel.
W want to create this as a tool that can be used
for siting other farns, | ooking predictively at
what happens when nmultiple farns are in different
| ocations but in close proximty to one another.
What's the cunul ative effects?

This is all based on decades of research
on sal non farnms. They | ooked at cobia in warm
wat ers. They've | ooked at (inaudible) in Hawaili .
But this is going to be the first applicable in
water this deep, with the tenperate water farm
So, it'll be interesting to see how t hose out put
vari abl es, those predicted nodels work with these
species in this location, and then use that to
expand fromthere. That was the termthat was
used -- tools for rules. Thank you.

So, what's going on here is that we're
starting to develop a suite of tools that can be
used by coastal requlators, federal agencies, to
take a | ook at what inpacts there are for

aquacul ture al ong the coastline, and how we can

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page:

32

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

either elimnate or at least mtigate those
| npacts.

So, in 1980, the National Aquacul ture
Act basically said it's the policy of the United
States that aquaculture is sonething we need to be
devel oping. And we need to encourage the
i npl emrentation of the technol ogy and the
devel opnent of private commerci al aquacul ture
enterprises.

Now | had another slide that showed 50
different policies, and strategic plans, and
everything el se that tal ked about the devel opnent
of aquaculture. But the reality is, when this was
witten in the law, it cites that we're inporting
50 percent of our seafood. W' re now inporting 91
percent of our seafood. It also said we're only
growi ng three percent of our food. Now we're
grow ng three and a half percent of our seafood.
We're not living up to what Congress told us we
ought to be doing, and it's tine to nove that
f orwar d.

One of the things that was forned from
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that was the Interagency Wrking G oup, which was
cochaired by the U S. Departnent of Agriculture
and the U S. Departnent of Commerce. R ght now,
Gene Kimsits as Chair. Gene was the head of the
Sea Grant Program under QAR He's now with the
Research Division of the Sea G ant Program and
he's now w t h USDA.

Anyway, they established back in 2014
nine priorities for federal funding for advancing
aquacul ture devel opnent -- inprove nutrition,
novel feeds, create skilled workforce, the
soci oeconom ¢ and busi ness research to advance
donestic -- enploy genetics to increase
productivity and protect natural popul ations.

These are all great goals, and they all
make sense. But the only way we can really
advance themis within the context of existing
operations. There's no sense trying to cone up
with all this if we're never going to use the
technology. And that's really what we're trying
to do now At this nonment in time, we have the

capacity to use existing technologies that are
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used around the world, use tools that have been
devel oped -- by NOAA, by Sea G ant, by

| nvestigators around the country -- to eval uate
and i nprove upon those techniques to supply a
mar ket we know al ready exi sts.

But the best way to realize this and
nove this forward is to have actual farns that can
be worked on so we can identify what the novel
feeds ought to be. The feeds that need to be
devel oped are species-specific. And if what we
really want to do is create the | owest carbon
footprint supply of feed for a given species, then
we shouldn't be trying to inport anchoveta from
Peru, send it to Canada to turn it into a fish
feed that we then bring down here.

We ought to be able to take fish
trimmngs fromlocal processors, grind that up,
mx it wth soybean that we can get from Nebraska
-- now we have all the product, all the source
that goes into that feed comng fromthe U S. And
then we turn that into a feed we take four miles

off sea, feed to a fish, bring that fish in, filet
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the fish; whatever's |eft over goes back into a
feed mll and turns into the next generation of
fish we're going to eat.

| just net with a researcher here in San
Di ego two Fridays ago who has a process where they
take agricultural waste, put it in a fernenter,
create a high-grade protein and oil that can then
be turned around and used as a fish neal
repl acenent (inaudible). Imagine if we could take
that $43-billion agricultural econony in
California, take all the waste that cones from
that -- the organic material, the | eftover chicken
feathers -- turn that into a high-quality protein
that then could get turned into a val uabl e product
that then cones into our nmarket.

Al'l of a sudden, we've taken the
i nportation of all these ingredients, reduced that
down to near-nothing -- because nowit's all being
produced locally -- and being turned into a
product that goes right back into our market --
thereby creating jobs for the entire supply

stream
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So, the advantage of our programis, we
have no intention of putting 40 cages out there in
year one. W're going to start with four cages in
year one. W'Il| stock that. It takes two years
for the product to get to the right size. Four
cages in year one, four cages in year two -- we'll
have our first harvest of 1,000 tons in year
three, and then grow fromthere -- the idea of
this being that -- aimsmall, mss small.

We know that there's going to be
| ogi stical issues. W know that there's going to
be expansion considerations. W have an untrained
wor kforce in here. W can't hire 70 guys tonorrow
that know how to work a fish cage. W can go hire
70 fishernmen, and try to train themto do it, but
we need to work into this over tine. And the best
way to do that is to start with a small group of
guys, and then grow fromthere -- and let the
ol der guys teach the younger guys how to
(i naudi bl €) industry expanse.

The ot her advantages, of course, is that

as it grows, the regulatory agencies wll get
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realtinme, hard, enpirical data they can study --
i s entangl enent of protected aninmals a probl enf

Well, it's better to understand that wwth four

cages before you go to 40 cages. Wat is the best

diet to use? W don't know what that is going to
be yet. How do we, stepw se, advance the
progression of the nodel that we're |looking at to
reliably tell us what's going to happen on the
bottom as well as in the waterfall? That's
better done in stepw se progression -- validating
the nodel as a farm expanse, rather than just
expecting it to work from day one.

These are the organi zations that we're
al ready working with in advancing the research
that we do -- that supports this into the future.
We | ook at these fol ks as being partners with us
to help resolve problens that the farmw Il have
-- very interesting relationship here with the
Nat ure Conservancy, Wrld Wldlife Fund. Wrld
Wldlife Fund spent four or five years devel opi ng
best - managenent practices for seriola and cobi a

cul ture.
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We've reviewed that; found that they're
very workabl e practices. So, we've agreed with
themwe wll cone in, and we'll be the U S. test
case for those best- managenent practi ces.

Nat ure Conservancy would |like to work
W th us because they have influence in devel opnent
of fisheries- related prograns in the Pacific.
They'd i ke to use what we're doing in Rose Canyon
Fi sheries as a nodel to denonstrate sustainable
operations in other parts of the world. So, sone
of the places we're buying our seafood fromwl|
al so use sustai nable practi ces.

Genetics, nutrition, fish health -- big
conponents of what we need. Environnental effects
with NOAA, the Departnent of Fish and Wildlife
here in California -- and then the production --
these fol ks that have practical experience wth
not only cage operations, but also with the
busi ness aspects of running the farm

So, what we're seeing is tools for rules
-- it's already being developed. This is a

summary of a report that was put out -- it's being
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wor ked on by Ken Riley and Janes Morris fromthe
NOS Laboratory (inaudible) North Carolina. And
what they're | ooking at is tools that coastal
managers can use to eval uate proposals for
aquacul ture devel opnent.

And, actually, when you | ook at narine
spatial planning and these other tools, you end up
Wi th a capacity to predict what the industry could
| ook like. And | think that's a very val uabl e
t ool .

So, giving a vision for what we'd |ike
aquacul ture to be would be very valuable --
because then it hel ps establish the task by which
those strategic goals to research can be
undertaken -- so, a lot of things that they're
wor king on in their CAPES program -- coast al
aquacul ture pl anni ng/ environnental sustainability.

Anyway, the marine spati al
pl anni ng/ envi ronnental (inaudible) these gentlenen
are on the sanme group that's working with us on
the predictive nodel. So, that's rolled into

this. And then a data center -- they're creating
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tools that managers can use to | ook at all kinds
of aspects to what woul d happen. So, this is a
resource that people will be able to tap into.
This'll be a website fol ks can go to.

And to give you an exanple of what this

m ght -- sone of the tools that they have
avai |l abl e here -- | ooking at sone of these
gquestions -- what are the environnental inpacts?

What is the opportunity?

They' re taki ng Rose Canyon Fi sheries or
Rose Canyon Project as a test case. And so
they're working with us -- actually hel ping us
answer sone of the questions the public has about
what this will look |ike; howit'll operate on the
frontend. And that's been a very powerful tool
for us -- because it's not us going and providing
the information; it's the National Ocean Servi ce.
It's the Departnment of Fish and Wldlife. It's
the National Marine Fisheries Service that's doing
it.

But the idea here is, the economc

proj ections suggest that offshore aquacul ture
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could be a billion-dollar industry -- basically
four tinmes larger than all the commercial catch
that conmes in now And this doesn't displace the
commercial catch. W're not growing squid. W're
not going to grow anchovies (inaudible). Wat
we're going to do is grow species that we can grow
here that aren't being grown right now, but then
we'l |l conpl enent the existing seafood

i nfrastructure that we've already invested heavily
i n.

So, AquaViewis areally interesting
programthat |ets people take a | ook at what the
farmw Il look like. So, this is a picture of
M ssion Bay, fromright over the beach here. CQur
institute's (inaudible) over here. So, if you
were to ook at the farmlocation -- again, that
picture was taken from about here -- south. So,
here's the farm |l ocation.

And what they want to do was -- this is
what people have in their mnds -- this is what
aquacul ture's going to | ook Iike. Wen you | ook

at the pictures of what goes on in Japan and China
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-- when you go down the coast of Baja, and are
driving on the coast highway and | ook in the
water, there's all these tuna cages. They don't
| ook like this, but the point is, that's what
peopl e have in their mnds -- ny beautiful view
| ine's going to be taken up.

The reality is, if you study it -- and
what they (inaudible) went out on the Crystal Pier
in Pacific Beach, and took reference points -- the
hei ghts of the piers, the heights of |ight poles
and that sort of thing -- they were then able to
put this into their nodel and cone up with a
realistic simulation of what the farm woul d
actually look Iike.

And this is what people have in their
m nds, but this is the reality. |If you were on
the third floor of a building, potentially you
m ght see the top of the cages. The reality is,
i f you're standing on the beach, that's what it
| ooks |ike. You don't see the farm |It's bel ow
the curvature of the earth,

Now if view line's going to be the thing
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t hat keeps us from ever doi ng aquacul ture, then
we're probably | ost -- because people can get up
on the Enpire State Buil ding and see (inaudible).
And if that's the case, then we're never going to
find a place where we can do it. But the reality
is that we can use a very snall anpunt of space,
and grow an awful | ot of food, and have a huge
econom ¢ sti nul us.

So, these are the kinds of tools for
rules that are being devel oped to provide tools
and services to help coastal planners devel op
envi ronnental nodels built upon existing natural
depths. It also tells us what we don't know.

What are the things we need to find out so we can
fill it in and be that nuch nore accurate
(i naudi bl e) ?

What we need for our programis a better
under st andi ng of bal ance. There's been so nuch
negati ve rhetoric about aquaculture -- just |ike
t here has been about fishing. And what we need to
do is set the record straight on all that. W

need to bring the managenent agenci es together.
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W can't deal with these guys as separate groups
handi ng off a series of permt materials fromone
to the other. W need to have themsitting around
the table so the guy fromthe Arny Corps of

Engi neers understands that the NOAA mari ne manmal

guy knows what he's tal king about, and he'll take
care of that -- so the EPA person knows that his
information will be incorporated into the

permtting process.

Educati onal outreach nakes people
understand that there's a bal ance between the
concerns they may have and the benefits that could
be realized. And then (inaudible) authoritatively
reports the facts and not just a bunch of
rhetoric.

And we need people to appreciate that
farms wll support existing, underutilized seaf ood
i nfrastructure. W have processing. W have
(i naudi bl e). W have commerci al bases, but the
boats are sitting there. They're not actively out
there, producing the fish. W have sonething Iike

600 commercial licenses here in San Di ego, and
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only half of themare active. And nost of those
are for | obster fishernen.

So, back in the (inaudible) calculation
-- we want to feed all of California the fish that
they would consune. So, | think it was the 2013
census -- let's say 39 mllion people in
California. Consunption of seafood, on average,

inthe US is 14.5 pounds. That's about a

quarter-mllion netric tons required, but that's
edi bl e seafood -- figure 50 percent processing.
So, we need half a mllion netric tons.

If we were to use the technology we're
using -- that is, cages of 10 neters deep, wth a
maxi mum harvest density of 20 kil ograns per cubic
neters, a single cage -- 1.2 mles in dianeter --
woul d feed all of California. And that's that
little dot right here. In the entire Southern
California, (inaudible) that's the anount of
actual culture area that's required.

There is a graphic | saw yesterday that
(i naudi ble) all the seafood that we needed in the

U.S. using these techni ques, we would just need
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the area equivalent to the State of Vernont to do

it. There's a big question about how we get all

that water into Vernont -- get all the peopl e out
and everything. They'll figure that out, |I'm
sure.

Anyway, the idea here -- there's a

next - vessel value of six dollars per kilo. You've
got a $3-billion industry. And we're just feeding
the people in California with this. But the point
is, that's not $3 billion that's not going out of
the country; it's $3 billion at stake here.

So, the econom c benefit would be --

"Il multiply it by a factor of two -- and it
woul d create 21,000 seaf ood jobs.

So, we keep tal king about the
sust ai nabl e fisheries, sustainable this,
sust ai nabl e that, and we don't spend nuch tine
defining. And in nmy mnd, we can't let the
sustainability (inaudible) to the fish that are
bei ng harvested or -- | don't care if it's trees,
or fish, or any natural resource -- we need to do

it in a mnner that doesn't just take care of the
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| mmedi ate needs; it's not robbing fromfuture
generations. And that's a conbination of effects.
We can't just overharvest now so we can make a
buck now, we need to worry about the next 20
generati ons com ng down.

So, we can't degrade the environnent.

W can't dilute genetic resources. W can't
elimnate what we al ready have avail able to us.

W need to do what's technol ogi cally appropri ate.
And one of the things that | find exciting about
what this will do is, if we have a viable

| ndustry, we may get better technology. W may be
able to go further out to sea. Instead of being
300 feet is the maxi mum depth, we can cone up with
war ni ng systens that'll let us go 1,000 feet of
depth, and then really open up the anount of

(i naudi bl e) that's avail abl e.

And it needs to be environnental ly
viable at first -- and economcally viable. I|f we
can't do it and the farm nmake a buck doing it,
then it's not going to |last over the long term

And it has to be socially acceptable.
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There was a report done in 2011 funded
by Conservation International and conducted by
Wrld Fish Center in Malaysia, and the result of
the report was that if you look at all the forns
of ani mal protein production for human
consunption, aquaculture is by far the nost
ecologically sound way to do it. And yesterday,
the folks at (inaudible) saw these di agrans.

If we wanted to feed all the people in
California the beef that they need to eat, it'd be
t he equi val ent of donestic water usage for 60
mllion people. In other words, just the
hamburgers we're eating in the State of California
Is over tw ce the anmount of water that we're
already using in the State of California.

So, these sorts of conponents all added
together cone to the conclusion that, really, what
we want to do is be devel opi ng nore aquacul ture.
The seafood that we eat -- whether it's shellfish,
or algae, or finfish -- can all be produced in a
very sustai nable manner if we utilize the world's

| argest EEZ, which is what the U S. has.
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The alternative to this, of course, is,
we're inporting 91 percent of our seafood. W can
| nport 95 percent. As we demand nore and nore,
sonebody else will produce it.

The downside to that, of course, is, we
don't know how they're going to growit. And,
al so, we don't knowif we'll be able to buy it,
because we m ght be outconpeted by grow ng nmarkets
in other parts of the world. There is nothing
that | can grow in San Diego that can't be grown
in Baja, California and then sinply brought into
our market.

In fact, we had a (inaudible) project to
conpare two different kinds of cages. W couldn't
get the permts to do it inthe US., so we went
to Mexico. W used striped bass in the cages. W
conpared the two different kinds of cages. That
striped bass is now being sold in Santa Moni ca.

So, we devel oped the technol ogy. W
devel oped the juvenile fish culture. W devel oped
the feeds. W devel oped the cage technol ogy.

Then the whole thing's being picked up by Mexico,
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and they're selling it back to us. That's a nodel
| wouldn't like to see continue. | have no
probl em wi th Mexico devel opi ng an aquacul ture

| ndustry, but | see no reason why we can't expand
the use of our existing seafood infrastructure in
the U.S., and develop this industry so that our

fi shernen have an alternative, a new paradi gmfor
raising the quality of life for themand their
famlies.

The advantage that Mexico has is, they

have a sinplified permtting process. | can get a

permt to grow 10,000 tons in Mexico wthin six
nonths. |'malready a year into the program and
| just got a decision on how to nove forward on
NEPA. You start to talk to business investors,
and they're going, okay, as nmuch as |I don't I|ike
the idea of inporting nore seafood to a person in
t he busi ness community, hey, | can spend ny $50
mllion in Mexico and start naking noney in two
years -- or there's what you're trying to do, Don,
which i s maybe five, six years out.

So, this is the threat that we really
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have. |It's not that we'll take jobs away from
fishernmen here in California; it's that we'll give
the jobs to fishernen in Mexico.

So, in summary, eventually producing
5,000 tons -- and, really, what we're |ooking for
Is to pave the way for regulatory agencies to
build a confort |evel for how we can devel op a
sustai nabl e industry for the nation that then
keeps the jobs and the revenues here.

And with that, |'d be happy to answer
your questions (inaudible) I don't know why. But
back in the '70s, he said, "W're going to | earn
to farmthe sea as we farmthe land." Now
hopefully, we'll do it better than we farned the
| and. But his whole thing is, we've got to |earn
to farmthese animals instead of hunting them --
because that's what civilization's all about. |
don't necessarily agree with that, but he really
did see the idea that the ocean doesn't have all
the protein that we need init. So, we've got to
come up with a different way to deal with that.

Thank you.
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Thank you, Don.
Comments? Ckay, M ke.

MR. OKONI EWSKI :  Don, our conpany does

-- Pacific Seaf ood does aquacul ture, too, but
primarily shellfish. W have a steel head farm
East er n WAshi ngt on.

MR. KENT: And you guys are getting i
-- | thought you were getting into tilapia, as
well, in (inaudible) -- is that right, or --

MR. OKONI EWBKI:  Not that | know of,
it could be.

MR. KENT: Ckay. Sorry.

MR, OKONI EWBKI :  But frequently, |'m

I n

nto

but

| eft out of the aquaculture |oop. But, you know,

one of our -- it didn't happen to us, but | tal ked
to (inaudible) grower at a fundraiser in
Washi ngton State, and they told us howit took 18
years to get the permtting done for grow ng
oysters on their own property. Three sets of
hurdl es, as | understand -- county, state, and fed
-- so they don't line up.

So, | think in (inaudible) fisheries, ny
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experience is, the toughest decisions are
allocation. And it seens |like in aquaculture, the
t oughest decisions are getting permtting -- could
be off; | don't know too nuch about it.

MR. KENT: No. And one of the
di sadvant ages that shellfish farners have in
Washi ngton State -- even though it's a really
wel | - establ i shed i ndustry, and they want to expand
it -- the problem cones down to, you' ve got 40
di fferent agencies -- because who's controlling
the use of that land isn't, you know, sone
centralized | arge bureaucracy. |It's broken up
into county, and city, and all these different
groups that you have to go to.

The advantage of being out in the EEZ
i's, even though the process is nmaybe not
wel | -defined yet, we do understand the permts
that are required for sonebody to get. W need a
di scharge permt. W need a Section 10 permt.
We need the Coast CGuard permt. And those are
relatively straightforward. And even though we

don't have a well-defined process for NEPA we at
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| east know we need to do NEPA. One of the things
that canme up yesterday was, you know, a guy from
the Arny Corps said, "Well, you know, you went
four mles out because, you know, you wanted to
avoi d, you know, how hard it would be to get
permts in California."

The reality is, we have a defined
process in California. |It's established by SB201
10 years ago. And that called for the devel opnent
of a programmatic EIR, which is supposed to pave
the way for automatic CEQA. If you filled in al
the slots, you have CEQA taken care of -- which is
our California equivalent to NEPA

But there's no regulatory franmework, and
t hey' ve taken eight years to even, you know, try
to get to a point where they have a first draft of
the PER  So, it wasn't a nmatter of avoiding a
process that was defined by going out (inaudible)
it's really a matter of, if | were to try to
permt this in coastal waters, they'd tell nme to
go away, because they don't have the regul atory

(i naudi bl e) to back it up.
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And, really, what we're hoping here for
is -- and | think there are real opportunities --
If this is an agency that advises the Departnent
-- the Secretary of Commerce and NOAA, the
argunent | would nmake is that we need | eadership
in this. Wen you go to the EPA and EPA goes,
okay, | guess we got to do NEPA, but we don't know
how to do it -- and the Arny Corps goes, you know,
we put stuff in the water, and all these other
ancillary concerns that fol ks have -- we
appreci ate them but we don't have the expertise
to deal with them

And when you | ook at the long |ist of
t hings, and you | ook at water quality, and you
| ook at habitat protection, you | ook at narine
manmmal i nteractions, you |look at interactions
bet ween fisheries and aquacul ture -- what agency
is really responsible for nost of that? It's the
agency that you guys are all trying to advise
ri ght now.

And so the real leadership role | see in

this would be for NOAA to step up and go, "Hey, we
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1 got this." Nowl'mreticent to do that, because
2 in nmy hunbl e experience with working with NOAA

3 sonetines, it looks |like a dog that's chasing its
4 tail. | nean, there's a lot of factions within

5 NOAA t hat have to be kept happy. But at the sane

6 time, they've developed a lot of the tools that

7 woul d be available to work on this. They've

8 devel oped an expertise, and they're the

9 organi zation the agency chartered with the

10 advancenent of seafood in our country on a |arge
11 | evel . They have the organizational structure.

12 They worked with the state agencies. They have
13 councils. They have regional structure and that
14 sort of thing.

15 So, at one point, I'd like to see that
16 process really well-defined, but at the sane tine
17 -- and is NOAA really the right group to do that?
18 At the sane tinme, though, | don't see anybody el se

19 stepping up todoit. And | think that's the real

20 opportunity for the agency -- is, they keep
21 sayi ng, "We need nore noney to devel op
22 aquacul ture."™ But until you start having farns,
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Congress is going to look at it and go, "Ckay, you
want $30, $40 million a year to devel op
aquacul ture capability. Wat's the end product of
that going to be? How many tons of nore seafood?
How many j obs are going to be produced?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Don, |I'mgoing to
make an observation that picks up on Mke's point
and his concern about the regulatory hurdles --
and yours on NEPA. NEPA may be an opportunity for
you, because NEPA has this thing called the
no-action alternative. And in the no-action
alternative, you're supposed to | ook at what
happens if the status quo renmains. Wat happens
I f we keep doing what we're doing right now? What
rate of degradation wll continue? Wat's
reasonably foreseeabl e?

And | want to draw an anal ogy here. The
State Departnent had to westle with the NEPA for
the Keystone XL Pipeline. And they began with the
prem se that, well, if we don't do the pipeline,
carbon em ssions are still going to occur from

ot her energy. And energy demand is actually going
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to go up. And we're going to have to neet that
ener gy demand sonehow. So, if we don't do the

pi peline, we're going to have rail, or we're going
to have tankers, or we're going to have these

ot her thi ngs.

And then they | ooked at the carbon
footprint fromall those other things. And in the
end, they said, "Ww, if we don't do the pipeline,
it wll be worse than all the other things that
woul d happen. "

So, the no-action alternative led the
State Departnent to conclude that the pipeline was
in the national interest.

Now | et's take that sane logic to
aquacul ture. W know that protein demand i s goi ng
up. We know that we need to neet the protein
demand. |If we don't do aquaculture, what are the
alternative ways? Cow, pig, wld fish, foreign
aquaculture? Now let's | ook at the environnental
consequences of all those things, and conpare them
to the proposed project.

Ww, when you | ook at it through that
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| ens, suddenly the no-action alternative teaches
you that aquaculture is in the national interest,
because it's better than all the alternatives.

MR. KENT: \What do you do for a living,
(i naudi ble)? No, |I know that. Thank you for that
perspecti ve.

You' re spot -on.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : But that needs to be
in the NEPA analysis. And if NOAA's going to take
charge of the NEPA anal ysis, | hope that NOAA
gquotes the State Departnent when it does their
revi ew,

So, when you feed that to the agency --
and when you're doing the project description, and
you're doing the no-action alternatives -- | nean,
this analysis needs to be in there.

MR. KENT: |In essence, the way the
process -- we think -- will work is that the EPA
wi Il take responsibility for NEPA, but NOAA wi ||
be the cooperating agency.

And the reality is, the person that

writes the docunentation -- whatever that's going
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to be -- an environnental (inaudible) -- wll be
witten by a third- party consultant that | wite
a check for.

But they'll do it under the supervision
of this consortium of NOAA, EPA, and Arny Corps.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : |' m avai | abl e.

MR. KENT: And that becones a very
publ i c docunent, of course. But | think that in
doing this -- and the argunent that you're nmaking
-- once we get that all down on paper, that
becones a tenplate for the next guy that wants to
doit. It becones a public docunent.

So, eventually, down the road -- if we
can do this here, we can do sonething down in the
Qulf. W can get sonething going on the East
Coast, out in (inaudible) and that sort of thing,
| think we can create a tenplate for this -- at
which tinme, (inaudible) it's an organic,
| egi sl ati vel y-mandat ed process by which we, one,
nove this thing forward -- and we can base that on
t he experience that we now have -- the regulatory

agenci es have on the farns that are actually
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operators. And |I've always tal ked about
denonstration farnmns.

Sone people mght think that neans we
want the governnent to pay us to put a farmin.
No, we want investors to pay to put farns in. W
want the permts to do it, but we want themto be
avai l able to get past the regul atory inexperience
that exists right now.

MR CORBIN. 1'd just like to say, you
know, | don't think the case of why aquaculture
can be nmade any better than (inaudible) it's so
| nportant for this project to go forward, to
denonstrate on a commerci al scale aquaculture in
federal waters -- because there's a lot of private
I nvestnent that's watching it.

And | hope that MAFAC will continue to
get progress reports as you proceed, because |
think this body recognizes that aquaculture is
goi ng to happen, and it needs to happen -- and it
needs to happen now. And | think that woul d
(i naudi bl e) .

MR. KENT: Well, and we certainly woul d
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be happy to keep -- what 1'd really like to do is
forman advisory group -- sort of a taskforce,
made up of regulators, as well as other advisors,
that we would then interact with. And it m ght be
interesting to have a MAFAC nenber on that
committee so that there'd be direct |ines of
communi cations. W can do talks like this if
we're invited back again for updates.

But there's a | ot of experience out
there that already exists, and there's a | ot
avail able in academa. |It's inpossible for one
group to keep up on. But if we were to formthat
sort of relationship with advisory groups or with
academ a and that sort of thing, there'd be this
flow of information on a very transparent | evel
t hat woul d keep the work noving forward, keep the
advancenent occurring.

The big thing about sustainability, in
nmy mnd, is, it isn't -- | just crossed the
sustainability line. 1t's always sonething you're
chasing. You're always | ooking for better fuel

econony. You're always | ooking for a better
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return on the investnent. Sustainability is all
about, hey, this |looks really good now, but what's
the next thing we can do to make it even better
down t he road?

And that's where we want to be able to
have t he working nodel out there, and then be able
to go back to academ a and say, "Hey, we've got a
real limtation on our feeds here. W need sone
help with that."

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Peter, Bob, and then
back to M ke.

MR, SHELLEY: Don, Peter Shelley -- |
head a conservation organi zation i n New Engl and.
And we've had a | ot of experience with
aquacul ture, good and bad -- and particularly in
the finfish side.

You know, | think you' re going to get
your permt, and | think your presentation is
really inpressive.

MR. KENT: Ch, thank you.

MR. SHELLEY: You've capitalized this at

the right level. | nean, it's a very inpressive
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project. And, you know, if you can permt an oil
and gas rig in California, you ought to be able to

MR. KENT: Well, we're not doing that
anynore. | don't know if you noticed or not.

MR. SHELLEY: Well, you still got sone
out there.

MR, KENT: Yeah.

MR. SHELLEY: You ought to be able to
put sone, you know, cages with sone |iving
organi sns. So, a couple things -- coments and
maybe questi ons.

|'"minterested in what your relationship
is wwth the oil and gas industry. | nean,
obvi ously, a bl owout could have a big inpact on
you, and whet her you' ve thought about that.

The second thing | just wanted to
mention -- | think in terns of your presentation,
| didn't conpletely pick it up. | think, you
know, from our perspective, a lot of the stuff
W t h aquacul ture are engineering issues -- at

| east fromny perspective -- except for the fish
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nmeal forage issue, which | think it sounds I|ike
you' re maki ng sone really fascinating progress on
ot her sources of protein -- which would be a
breakt hrough. | nean, | think it would just clear
out a lot of logjans fromthe conservation
community if that was successful.

One thing | wanted to sort of bore in on
was this notion that, you know, these will be the
sane -- or maybe the suggestion -- if these wll
be the sane fishing jobs that are getting | ost --
because at |east in New England, the wld
fishermen tend to think of it as kind of a
zero-sum gane. You know, you're taking bottom
They're not interested in being farners. You
know, they're cowboys. They want to go out and
catch wild fish. And, you know, that's a
psychol ogi cal di nensi on.

And so I'minterested whether the wild
fishermen in Southern California see this as part
of their enploynent future in an enthusiastic way.
And to the extent that they don't, have you

t hought about how to think about your project sort
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of hand-in-hand with wld fisheries? | nean,
you' re supporting infrastructure on shore that
m ght di sappear otherwise. | nean, potentially,
you could think of themas equity partners at sone
level. | nean, |I'msure you don't want to share
any of that hard-earned profit, but, you know,
giving them sone skin in the gane, even if they're
not using their boats to service your operation,
m ght be val uabl e.

And so I'mjust sort of interested in
what your relationship is with wild fishernen.

MR. KENT: Well, we had quite a range of

di scussion. Fishernen -- yes, we have diets now
that are -- all the protein in themis from soy.
And we've tested that on our yellowtail, and put

it into USDA-certified taste- testing | aboratories
at the University of Washi ngton, and they coul dn't
di scrim nate between the yellowtail grown on a
fishneal diet and the yellowtail grown on soybean.
Now that has to be tested on a grander
scal e, of course, not froman eight-foot pool, but

from you know, an 11,000 cubic neter cage. But
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progress i s being nmade.

And just because fish don't have soy
available to themin the wild doesn't nean they
can't forage on it, they can't grow fromit. And
there are many nore alternatives. | don't I|ike
the idea of soy fromthe standpoint | don't want
to have to bring it in from Nebraska. 1|'d rather
find sources that are within 100 mles of us that
we could bring in on rail -- or sonething that's
going to the landfill already, and that's what
this agricultural waste (inaudible) cones in.

As far as the -- | understand

(i naudi bl e) fisherman kind of thing. You know, I

saw "The Perfect Storm" | understand it. But

the reality is, when we're -- | bring 50 fishernen
fromthe community in here. One guy wll stand up
and go, "Well, how are you going to conpensate ne

for the fact that ny drift gillnet can't fish that
area anynore?"

And it's |ike, okay, well, | don't know
how you -- you know, | don't have an answer for

you. But how many fish are you actually catching
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in that little bit of area that the net drifted
through? You try to quantify it, and I'lIl try to
come up with an answer, but the reality is, we're
only bringing in $8 mllion of product, and we're
not buggi ng you | obster guys.

And when we put those 50 fishernen in
the room they cone up to ne afterwards, and they
go, "My dad was a fisherman. |'ma fisherman, but
this isn't what ny son's going to be able to do.
Per haps he could do what you're tal king about."

My guys aren't going to be out on these
boats. Qur guys are going to be back working on
di ets, you know, solving disease problens, con ng
up with new species to grow. It's going to be the
fishermen that do it. And the guys that are in
Mexico that are doing it right now are all Long
Beach or San Diego fishernen that are in Mexico
taki ng the technol ogi es we've devel oped and using
themin Mexico right now.

And as far as the equity goes, the Cuna
del Mar group have reserved all of the comon

stock for Rose Canyon Fisheries, for use in
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profit-sharing wwth the folks that are actually
operating the farnms. So, we'll have a very strong
profit-notivating incentive -- and just like if
you're a share fisherman on a boat.

And then as far as the share utilization

| get, I"'mon a bunch of different groups in San
Di ego. There's one, the Marine Technol ogy -- or
Maritinme Alliance. It's, like, in a marine

technol ogy industry here in San Di ego. And they
wanted ne to form an aquacul ture group. | said,
“It's got to be seafood, because what we need is"
-- the threats that are facing the fishernen right
now are the sane things that we don't want to see
di sappear.

You know, you've got guys that want to
build Hyatt Regency. | grew up in San Diego. The
skyline | ooks a lot different than when we had
tuna boats down on the water. And you take a
beauti ful chunk of water with a nice dock next to
it, and you say, "Hey, |'ve got to support an $8-
mllion seafood industry."” People go, "Hey, | get

that in hotel taxes fromone hotel in a year. So,
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| got other ways to get noney out of that
property.”

If we can raise the tide, so to speak,
and raise all the boats in the rising tide, so to
speak, that's the advantage of the fisherman, as
well. It's that, as we have a |arger industry --
if we can turn this into a $500-mllion industry
that centers out of San D ego, all of a sudden,
there's going to be no question what's happeni ng
on those commercial docks. W need them W need
them for the fishernen, because | can't grow
| obsters; | can't grow swordfish. W also need
themfor all the other products that's bei ng grown
and brought in.

The people who want to build a Charger
Stadiumin San Di ego Bay drives ne crazy, because
we don't need to have the Chargers -- if we even
get to keep them-- down on the water. They can
be anywhere. But we need the fishernen. W need
the boat | andings. W need the Navy. They're the
ones that need the space next to the water.

MR. SHELLEY: Can | nake one just -- the
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other thing that just -- you know, ocean pl anning.
A | ot of us are having trouble making the case for
ocean planning. You made a powerful case for
ocean planning. | don't know if you were speaking
up politically -- because there are a | ot of
politicians who don't get it.

MR. KENT: No, I'mnot -- you know, |'ve
sat in on a bunch of marine spatial planning
meetings, and you spend the first day and a half
trying to tell people what it is. And until you
actually go out and get a permt, you don't
realize -- nobody's going to lay out a map i ke we
do for |and planning and say, "Well, you want to
put a high-rise apartnent building, that's where
you put it -- because that's where we said. You
want to put in an auto plant. Hey, that's in the
| ndustrial sector over here. Don't put this next
to a school" type of thing.

There's no way you're going to go out in
the ocean and say, "Well, here's all the spots we
can do aquaculture," and expect that that's going

to speed the process by which you get your permt.
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You're still going to have to go in, evaluate the
site; look at all alternative uses.

So, | look at it as a big discussion
that really doesn't speed the process. |If | could
| ook at a nmarine spatial planning map and speed
the process to get a permt froma full-blown EIS
to a (inaudible) then I'd say, hey, there's sone
value to that. But nobody's suggesting that.

MR, SHELLEY: That's why you need to
hire Keith -- because that's all doable.

MR. KENT: Right. At the sane tine,

t hough, when you |l ook -- FQOA did an anal ysis of

all the nations of the world -- the coastal
nations of the world -- and they cane up with an
anal ysis that said the U S. not only has the

| argest EEZ in the world, it also has the | argest
section of coastline that woul d be acceptable for
both finfish and shellfish aquaculture. That sort
of marine spatial planning that says, "Hey, here's
what's available there; this is where you could do
it" -- 1 think that's of val ue.

But you can't sell people on the idea
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that, hey, this is going to nake your permtting
easier -- just not going to happen.

MR. RHEAULT: Very inpressive, John. |,
for one, amreally I ooking forward to not
devel opi ng technol ogi es that get exported to other
countries so they can ship the fish back to us --
because NOAA' s been doing a great job devel opi ng
all these great techniques.

John, we're rem niscing that we've been
wor ki ng on offshore permtting and regul atory
framewor ks for about 15 years. And one of the
questions Julie had for ne was, "How does the
Council fit into this?" And we had recommended 15
years ago that the Council should be advising on
conflicts with fishernen and that's about it.
What's your view on the role of the Council, and
t he coastal consistency aspect of the state, and
how that all fits?

MR. KENT: Keith, I"'mover tinme here. |
don't think --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : |' m awar e

(i naudi ble) the last two fol ks' comments, and then
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we woul d nove on.

MR. KENT: Al right. | nean, | |ove
the sound of ny own voice, but you guys m ght
(i naudi bl e) .

| went two weekends ago when the Counci |
net at (inaudible) Park, the habitat commttee. |
got to stand in front of the Habitat Commttee and
wal k them through -- there was recently a
shellfish farm-- Kazi Farns or Catalina sonething
-- that was permtted off of Long Beach.

And they went about it wong. | nean,
qui te honestly, they said, "Well, we're going to
put it here, and that's going to be it." And they
didn't talk to the squid fishernen. The next
thing you know i s, Don M saac, the Executive
Director, and the Pacific Council's witing
| etters to the Coastal Comm ssion saying that,
"Ww, we have real concerns here. W don't think
the fishing community's been spoken to, probably."

| went to the Habitat Commttee to
explain what we're going to do, show thema | ot of

t he presentation you saw, and told themthat we
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have a very long, involved process, and the
concerns of the Commttee and of the fishing
community woul d be taken into account.

We've tried to do a | ot of frontend work
here. There are organi zations that won't want us
to do it -- groups |ike Food and Water Watch,
Cceanic, groups like that that don't want
aquacul ture. Their only suggested alternative is
you put farnms out in the mddle of the desert and
grow your fish out there. It's great if you want
a $25 a pound dinner, but | think we need to feed
nore people than we can with that.

But when it cones to the Council, |
think we'd go to them |[|f one of the species we
wanted to grow was nmanaged, we'd be required by
|law to get a permt fromthem

But beyond that, |'mtalking to groups
that have no permtting authority at all, and what
|"'mtrying to do is just nmake sure that they hear
the story fromus first, that they have their
| nput, they know that their input wll be |istened

to, and that |I'm avail abl e, and our teanis
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avai |l abl e to answer any questions they nmay have.
And that, | think, is an invaluable role for the
Counci | .

Down the road, as | nentioned, if we had
sone sort of organic |law that brought all of us
together, the Council, on a regional |evel, should
probably play an inportant role.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : M ke and Julie, can
you be qui ck?

MR. OKONIEWSKI: First, Don, I'd like to
thank you. This is really a great presentation,
and opened up ny eyes.

| saw anot her presentation -- | can't
remenber who did it, but they were | ooking out to
2050, | believe -- and | ooking at the | and usage
t hat woul d be necessary just to feed and increase
the population; this is worldw de. But they were
tal ki ng about an area the size of South Anerica --
pretty inpressive. And they said, well,
aquacul ture woul d take sonet hi ng nmuch, nuch
smal | er.

MR. KENT: Vernont. W just got to get
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t hose dammed napl e syrup people out of there.

MR. OKONI EWBKI: Well, that's United
States. But we're talking the whole world -- so
State of Oregon or sonething.

But is there a netric or a nmeasurenent,
| guess, of just how nuch land it takes to
generate, like, the sane anount of protein or just
a sinple --

MR. KENT: There is. And one of the
things | tried not to do is denean any ot her
source of -- | nean, there's a |lot of tal k about
what goes into cattle right now. | nean, | read
“The Uni on Tribune" the other day -- 1,800 gall ons
for a pound of beef -- 1,800 gallons of water. |If
you use that map and carried it forward, we need
sonething like 1.7 trillion gallons of water just
to feed Californians all the beef. That's
sonething |i ke Tahoe Lake. You know, we need a
Tahoe Lake every year.

Those are the kinds of things -- |I'm
going to |l et sonebody el se make that argunent.

All we can really do is say -- and the bottomline
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s, we have demand. W need nore seafood. This
is away to do it. And | don't want to denean
beef, chicken, or commercial fishing, or inports,
or anything else. | just want to nmake the
argunents on, hey, | think this is a very stable
way for us to grow sone food and provide it to our
mar keting; create jobs here w thout doing that on
t he backs of sone other guy who's trying to make a
little --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Julie Morris?

M5. MORRIS: Thank you. And this is
really a question for NOAA. \Wen we were tal king
about aquaculture in the Qulf of Mexico w th NOAA,
we wor ked out that there needed to be a fishery
managenent plan that was adopted by the regi onal
fi shery managenent council in order for that
product to be grown in the EEZ and brought to
| and.

So, I"'ma little confused about -- is
the Pacific Council getting the sane advice --
that there needs to be a fishery managenent pl an

for this activity in the EEZ in the Pacific, or --
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MR. MERRI CK: (inaudible) sort of the
sane question -- whether you think that having an
(i naudi bl e) council would facilitate this.

MR. KENT: You know, |'ve sat in a |ot
of discussion groups, you know, advising as they
try to nove forward the regul atory devel opnent of
the plan for the Gulf. And when you talk to guys
| i ke Icicle Seafoods that grow a | ot of sal non --
when you start setting limts -- which is the
managenent process for managing a fishery, and you
start setting limts of, like, 30,000 netric tons,
It makes the commercial investors go, "That's
nuts. We need 2 mllion netric tons.” And the
Qulf is one of the biggest bodies of water we
have. Wiy are we |limting ourselves to 30, 000
metric -- you're automatically taking the
| nvest nent groups and sayi ng, you know, "This
really isn't the way to go."

| personally think that any step forward
that raises the discussion is of value, and you
can always raise the limt. But the other

limtation, as | understand it, is that the FMP
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only applies to federally-nmanaged species, |ike
red drum and red snapper, things like that. So,
if I wanted to grow striped bass off of Louisiana,
| may want to follow the tenplate of what the FM
details needs to be done, but | don't actually go
to the Council to do that.

MR MERRICK: It does not, though,
necessarily have to be restricted to that. It
coul d be (inaudible).

MR. KENT: Pardon?

MR MERRICK: |t could be (inaudible).
So, ny question wasn't whether the flaws of the
Qulf FMP are a problenm it's whether you think
that having a process through the Council with an
FMP woul d facilitate the permtting process.

MR KENT: | think if you have a
process, that's fine, but when you try to adopt a
fisheries managenent process, it requires a
maxi num sust ai nable yield to be set; then you're
trying to nanage a square peg with a round hol e.

MR MERRICK: | don't think -- as |
understand that FMP, (inaudible) I'mlooking at
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the facts right now -- that does not seemto be
the case. MSY would not be --

MR, KENT: Well, ny understanding is,

t hey've set an upper limt. They require you to
redo your permts after 10 years. There's a | ot
of factors in there that the comercial industry
has - -

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Don, the next item
I s the Aquacul ture Subconmttee Taskforce. And
what you guys have just set up is an issue that |
t hi nk shoul d get explored at the subconmttee
| evel .  And maybe down the road, we need to be
havi ng a conversati on about, should other regional
fi shery managenent councils be |ooking at the Gulf
nodel , and can the Gulf nodel be inproved? And
would it help folks |ike Don and his group?

MR. KENT: And ny final note, before you
take your | eave, would be that any well-defined
process would be quite a bit different than what
we have now -- and have the ability to have --
well, | nmean, that's the reality of it. You have

agencies that want to live wthin the bounds of
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what they're allowed to do, and we're asking them
to do sonething they don't have a confort |eve
with. So, | think that's one thing we want to do
-- is give themthat confort |evel.

The other is, give themthe tool they
need to deci de what that process ought to be,
t hr ough experi ence.

Thank you very much. It's been very
I nt eresting.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay, John Corbin --
Co-Chair of the Commerce Subcomm ttee, reporting
out on aquacul ture.

MR. CORBIN Ckay, | have (inaudible) --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Absol utel vy,
absol utely.

MR. CORBIN.  (inaudible) is passing out
Is the second part of what we're going to discuss
this norning, and that is the strategic priorities
t hat were devel oped by the NOAA Aquaculture Ofice
t hat have been through a couple of iterations of
comments and through the filter of Bob, and I, and

Christina, we have sel ected what we thought
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represented (inaudible).

MR. RHEAULT: John, you want to give a
little bit of background what we're doing? W got
multiple tracks going in this taskforce -- or do
you want to just --

MR CORBIN. Well, that illustration --

MR, RHEAULT: Ckay.

MR. CORBIN. Yeah. Well, | guess just
| et ne say that the taskforce was fornmed earlier
this year, and Bob and | were assigned to be
| iaisons to the taskforce. So, we're going to be
presenting a progress report on the taskforce, and
we're also going to be asking the commttee for
coments on the draft strategic priorities
prepared by the NOAA Aquaculture O fice.

These were di scussed earlier by the
Commer ce Aquacul ture group. They also were
di scussed by the Aquacul ture Taskforce
(i naudi bl e) .

Ckay, here we go. So, MAFAC created the
taskforce to provide additional and diversified

aquacul ture FMPs for two requests that were
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1 received fromthe Aquaculture Ofice.

2 Task one has two parts. And the first
3 part is a progress report on the current marine
4 aquacul ture 10-year plan.

5 As background, in 2007, when that plan
6 was reported, aquacul ture was bei ng pushed.

7 Secretary of Commerce CGutierrez had nade sone

8 strong statenents pro- aquacul ture (inaudible).
9 He had chaired an aquacul ture summt -- industry,
10 academ a, and governnent -- that was very

11 wel | -received. He even nade a field trip out to
12 Hawaii and visited Kona Bl ue Aquaculture's

13 of fshore site, and the industry had a chance to
14 make a presentation to him

15 On top of that, there was a bill in

16 Congress that would give NOAA authority to permt

17 aquaculture in the EEZ. So, there was a | ot going
18 on, and industry felt the stars were aligning, and
19 t hi ngs were going to happen.

20 This task is to review the progress nade

21 with that 10-year plan.

22 | nports at that tinme were about 80
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percent -- sonething |ike that. So, fast forward
to day -- inports are 91 percent. And the
Aquacul ture O fice thought it tinely to update the
2007 (inaudible) take a I ook at new ways to try to
encourage this industry. And MAFAC and the
taskforce are being asked to provide input into
t he devel opnment of that draft plan before it goes
out for public review

So, task two relates to the work done by
the @Gulf Fisheries Managenent Council (i naudible).
And you'll recall that MAFAC recently commented on
the pending rules for that process, and
(i naudi bl €) comments to NOAA.

And, as Don pointed out, it's actually
three permts that are required. There's a NOAA
permt fromthe Council. There's the EPA permt

-- the discharge. And then there's the core

permt.

So, what is happening is, the regulatory
taskforce -- another taskforce -- of the
| nt eragency Wor ki ng Group on Aquaculture -- used
to be the Joint Subcommttee on Aquaculture -- is
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sort of (inaudible) is working on a coordi nated

permt process for the three permts for the Gulf.

And the MAFAC taskforce will cone up with what we
call a nock representative commercial project to
test it and identify problens. So, that's the
concept .

The taskforce was appointed in January

2015. There were, | think, 24 very well-qualified

people that offered to serve -- really, we were
just floored by the qualifications of everybody
that did submt their resunes.

Utimately, MAFAC and NOAA selected 11
people. All have extensive experience in various

aspects of aquaculture research policy, conmerci al

aquacul ture, farm devel opnent, that sort of thing.

Many have 20 or 30 years of experience -- you
know, just a wealth of experience.
And we wanted to ensure a wide variety

of prospectives -- so fromacadem a, from

governnment, fromthe comercial sector, especially

-- but we also wanted to have diversification in

terns of regions, because we're all tal king about
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a national plan.

So, | think we've succeeded. W have a
good regional distribution. Many of the states
i nvol ved are leaders in U S. aquaculture. And we
were really pleased with that.

Last week, April 21, NOAA provided us a
suggest ed schedul e, proposed schedul e of work for
the planning task. And this project's going to be
a challenge. These are proposed -- because both
the new plan and the integrated permt application
are works in progress. So, the idea is for the
taskforce to work with the agencies as these
products are being developed. Unlike the dimte
Change Taskforce that presented the docunents for
review, thisis alittle different animal. So,
it's going to be a challenge. Sone flexibility on
those dates is probably going to be needed.

"Il point out that there's a short fuse
on two itens -- the MAFAC formal comments on
strategic priorities, which the office would |ike
to add -- and will take up after | finish this

presentation -- and then the informal coments of
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ATF to the Commerce Subcommittee and, ultinmately,

to the Ofice of Aquacul ture.

And | would inmagine that date m ght flag

al so. O herw se, MAFAC can expect the finalized
findings and recommendati ons on the planni ng task
sonetinme in August. So, you wll be seeing a
strategic plan at sone point in the sumrer.

In terns of the nock project, the ATF
has to devel op representative conmercial projects
by m d-May. We've done a little bit on that, and
"Il say a little bit nore about that later. The
commerci al guys on the taskforce have identified
one project area that they're famliar wth, and
we're trying to describe that in terns of
oceanogr aphy, and species, and technol ogy.

There will be nore detail once the
taskforce gets the application checklist, which

the I nteragency group is conming up with, as the

first step towards the coordinated permt process.

So, once they get that, | think we can nove into

trying to describe a project such that we can then

fill out an application.
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The hope is that the application can be
filled out and processed by the agencies, to sone
extent, even though it probably won't be
conpleted. And feedback can be received on the
process itself (inaudible) fromthe comerci al

people particularly, but fromthe taskforce in

general .

And you mght find areas that need nore
clarity -- areas that the review can be
consol idated. You know, | don't know (i naudible).

But that is the concept.

Status of the tasks really haven't
progressed a lot -- in fact, a couple conference
calls and a |l ot of email exchanges.

Strategic priorities are under review,
and hopefully we can finalize those today. They
wll be part of the strategic plan, so | think
they still will be on the table for further
mani pul ati on and change. But for right now, what
the office is interested in is getting (inaudible)
are these the kinds of things we need to be

t hi nki ng about? And the 10-year plan is under
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revi ew,

The nock project -- working on two
project ideas and two regions in the Gulf. And
we're awai ting the checklist of information from
NOAA t o propose the project details.

And this is where project one, so to
speak, is located -- about 50 mles off Texas.
We're thinking about and evaluating a project off
the Panhandle in Florida. So, this'll give us two
projects in tw different core districts in two
different EPA regions. And that could be, |
t hi nk, a good test, and bring out sone issues.

So, that is ny presentation on the
status. And | can proceed with the priorities or
t ake questi ons now.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Are there questions
fromthe nenbers? (i naudible).

MR. CORBIN. Ckay. Wat you have is the
strategic priorities. Let ne say a little bit
about how we got here. As | nentioned, the Ofice
of Aquacul ture has begun work on the new strategic

plan. It's a five-year tine horizon -- five-year
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plan. They've drafted vision, mssion statenents,
and goal statenents to share with MAFAC. And the
Aquacul ture Taskforce at our conference call | ast
week had a chance to -- had a give-and-take with
the (inaudible) on that.

Now at this neeting, the Commerce
Committee had a chance to | ook at the revised
strategic priorities, and revisions cane out of
the i nterchange between the taskforce and NOAA
(i naudi ble). And we had a | ot of good coments
from Commerce Committee people that participated
i n that.

So, Bob, Christina, and | took the notes
fromthe conference call and the notes fromthe
Commerce Comm ttee discussions, and nade sone
judgnents and so on, and revised the statenents so
t hey were nore descriptive, | think -- nore
descriptive with the intent of what the Ofice had
in mnd. And the Ofice did provide sone exanpl es
of the kinds of activities that they woul d
concei ve of under those. So, we had sone

i nformation that's not here right now
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So, the Aquaculture Ofices wants
MAFAC s i nput and endorsenent of the broad
gui dance statenents to nove forward. W are
recommendi ng endor senent of the revised
statenents. The original statenents are al so
there for your reference.

Wth your approval, we wll add sone
narratives supporting the changes, and cl ean up
all the comments that we received, both fromthe
taskforce and the Commerce Commttee. The idea is
to present those two itens in a transmttal letter
to the Ofice so that they have MAFAC s and t he
taskforce's coments and opi nions on the
(1 naudi bl e) .

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : So, the final letter
woul d i nclude the revised vision statenent/m ssion
st atenent goal s.

MR. CORBIN. Right.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  And an addi ti onal
par agraph expl ai ni ng why those --

MR. CORBIN. The change fromthe

original to a few sentences.
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : And then as an
attachnment, all the material that was submtted
fromthe taskforce.

MR. CORBIN | thought that was the best
way to proceed.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay. So, the
menbers understand what we're being asked to do as
a body is to ratify the revised itens that are on
this sheet, and then to transmt all the comments
that we've received fromour taskforce nenbers.

MR CORBIN. | would say that is it, and
| woul d be happy to answer questions and respond
to anyt hi ng.

Bob, is there anything to add to --
either of you -- the presentation or the strategic
priorities?

MR. RHEAULT: No. | think you've done a
wonderful job presenting this -- sort of the
smal | est task that we've been asked to | ook at.
This is the 30,000-foot viewthat's the front page
of a nuch larger docunent that's going to be

devel oped.
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any ot her nenber
comrent ?  Julie?

M5. MORRIS: This is fine. Back to the
earlier presentation -- | think it's brilliant to
do a couple of nobck permt proposals in specific
| ocations, and try to figure out where the
friction points are. |I'msure you'll find [ots of
friction points. And that'll help everything nove
forward, and figure out what to do.

But | really amconfused. | nean, |
felt Iike the advice that we got fromthe agency
when we were wor king on aquaculture in the Gulf of
Mexi co was that there had to be a fishery
managenent plan or it couldn't happen. And the
presentation today suggested that if they chose
species that weren't managed species, they didn't
have to work with the Council process at all.
There woul dn't have to be an FMP.

And so is that a change in advice from
t he agency, or do we have a choice that we didn't
know about when we were working on the Qulf plan?

|"mreally confused about this.
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MR. CORBIN. My understanding is that --
and |'ve spent sone tine wwth the Gulf plan and
rules -- Is that species need to be under
(i naudi bl ) sonewhere, it needs to state that the
species is managed; then it can be used as an
aquacul ture for a NOAA permt under the rules.

But as | said earlier, right nowin
federal governnent, there's really two pathways to
target a permt (inaudible) and discharge permt.
| f you have a fisheries managenent plan or
(i naudi bl e) put an RFP out to anmend their
fisheries plans for aquaculture as we speak.

So, there's two processes that
(i naudi bl e) does that hel p any?

M5. MORRIS: You' re saying that you
could do core process and not do the fishery
managenent plan --

MR. CORBIN. That's ny understandi ng.

MR. RHEAULT: For species that are not
managed - -

M5. MORRIS: That's not ny

under st andi ng.
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MR. RHEAULT: So, if we want to do
mussels in the Gulf, there's no requirenent for a
Counci | --

M5. MORRIS: So, these are the nussels
that are native to the Gulf of Mexico?

MR. RHEAULT: That was a hypothetical.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Julie -- so | don't
think we're going to get the answer today
(i naudi ble). Wat's becone clear to nme is, thanks
to Don's presentation, this issue has doubl ed up.
And | think we should be putting this on the
agenda for the Aquaculture Taskforce. And | think
we need to tease our way through. | think M ke
Rubi no needs to talk to us about these issues, and
we need to figure out what has to happen; what's
opti onal .

And since you're already goi ng through
this effort of figuring out in the Gulf of Mexico,
what's a draft permt look |ike -- what can al so
cone out of that is the wi sdom of what's working
and what's not, and the potential for a

recomrendati on to be nmade for, should other
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regi ons be | ooking at this type of approach and
devel oping an FMP? And if they do, here are the
| essons we've | earned from what happened in the
Qul f process, and how we can do it better in these
ot her regions.

That woul d be the perfect task for us to
give all these great folks that we've got now.

MR CORBIN. And I think all of that is
possi ble, with sone work and sone real
conmuni cati on between the agency --

MR. MERRICK: So, clearly, you can do
of f shore aquacul ture wthout an FMP. That's goi ng
on, okay? And so the issue is whether having an
FMP facilitates the process. And the issue about
federal | y-managed species, that's in the eye of
t he behol der. The FMP defines what a federally-
managed species is, and we continue to add species
that are federally managed.

' m | ooking at, actually, the Federal
Regi ster notice from 2014 on the FMP. And they
have defined in here what species they are

consi dering as bei ng managed out of this.
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MR. CORBIN. For the Qulf.

MR. MERRICK: Yeah, for the Gulf. So,
it's up to them and they could save nussels.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay. Panf

M5. YOCHEM Yeah. Basically, that was
what | was going to say. | nean, the process on
the West Coast is obviously going forward with the
full participation of NOAA, and the Ofice of
Aguacul ture, and M ke Rabino, and this |nteragency
Taskforce for Aquaculture, and all of that.

So, the clear understanding, | think, is
that there are two processes for, you know,
f ederal | y- managed speci es and
non-f ederal | y-managed species. And the Qulf is
trying it one way with the federally-nanaged
species, and there's an understanding that this
ot her process can nove forward on the West Coast.

So, it's not, you know, a rogue
activity. CQbviously, it's sonething that's been
happeni ng for, as Don nentioned, decades,
basically, in consultation with both the regional

aquacul ture coordinators for NOAA as well as the
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nati onal aquacul ture coordi nator for NOAA  And,
as | said, this Interagency Taskforce has been
devel oped and briefing the Councils on all sorts
of things.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Al right. So, |
think we've got sone direction for the Agquacul ture
Taskforce and the Subcommttee. Do you have a
noti on you want to make, as far as --

MR CORBIN. Well, yeah. And what we
need is this to be approved, so that we can send
it.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Joy?

M5. BONNEY: So, are we tal king about
(1 naudi bl e) ?

CHARI MAN Rl ZZARDI :  Yes.

M5. BONNEY: | guess | just have one --
| think you' ve done a really good job cleaning it
up, honestly, and nmaking it nore clear, and addi ng
sone details. | guess the only question | have is
on (inaudible) and whether -- | pronote
envi ronnental stewardship and the sustainability

i n the mari ne aquacul ture sector versus encourage
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responsi bl e mari ne aquacul ture, using the best
avai | abl e sci ence and technologies -- | nean, to
me, goal two, the first one, seens a little nore
| aurel -- | don't know what the right word --
optically nore appealing, versus the other, which
seens nore | asered and not quite so high | evel.

So, | was just |looking for a rationale
for why you noved fromthe original goal to the
revised goal. Oherwise, that's ny only question
(i naudi bl e) .

MR CORBIN. Well, the -- and, Bob,
correct me if I"'mwong -- the industry really has
been shying away from sustai nable and really | ooks
at responsi bl e, because they think they can put
sone characteristics and neasures on responsi bl e,
as well as the sustainable.

And we just felt that stewardship and
sustainability -- you know, they're commmon.

They' re al nost buzzwords -- but that responsible
mari ne aquaculture is really where we wanted to

go.
CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  So, John, just for
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clarity -- did the original goal as witten cone
fromthe taskforce, and you and Bob have conposed
t he changes?

MR. CORBIN. Cones fromthe Ofice.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Cones fromthe
O fice of Aguaculture, as opposed to the
t askf or ce.

MR, CORBIN. Right, right.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay.

MR. RHEAULT: Yeah, we just -- every
time I'"'min a neeting and the word
"sustainability" conmes up, soneone imedi ately
demands that you define it, and there's 15
different definitions in the room So, we're
trying to get away fromthe use of that. |It's not
that we don't support the goal; we're trying to
find a different vernacul ar that describes the
sane goal .

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  And is "stewardship"
the sane problenf? Because | guess if it is, then
so is "responsible," isn't it?

MR. RHEAULT: You can nmake the sane
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argunent about all of these terns, yeah.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  So, | nean, as a
person who teaches environnental sustainability, |
sure like that word. | nean, |'mnot going to
resist this over that issue, but |I think Julie's
made an interesting point here. | nean, we have
taken what was sonething that had a little bit
nore of a |ofty aspirational statenent to it, and
reduced the magnitude of the aspiration.

M5. BONNEY: And |'d just say that, you
know, froma comercial fisherman's point of view,
a |lot of the environnental stewardship and
sustainability are the sane standards that we |ive
under. And, actually, you know, just | ooking at
the practical ability of the revised goal two is a
little nore |asered and not quite so |ofty.

So, |I'mjust asking why (inaudible)
woul d have a less lofty goal than a conmerci al
fi sherman does.

MR. RHEAULT: | predicted this
di scussi on when we had this conversation, and | --

you know, |I'mnot going to die on a cross for
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this. I'"'mwlling to fall back. | did want to
i ncl ude, you know, the words "best avail abl e
sci ence and technol ogi es" as guiding |ight.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  So, how about
"encour age sustai nable and responsi ble marine
aquacul ture"?

MR. AMES. Well, (inaudible) of Bob and
John's choosing to drop sustainability -- you can
sustain a population of fish, but when you're in a
grower situation, what you're doing is, you're a
production unit. Sustainability just depends on
how nuch feed you're putting in, how many critters
you've put into the system |If you're doing it
responsibly, it doesn't matter what the scale is
you're doing, as long as it's -- sustainability,
as is usually inplied in fisheries, clearly
doesn't apply to (inaudible).

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Ch, | think it would
apply to the ecosystem-- to the | ocation where
you're growing the fish. You want the ecosystem
to remain sustainable. So, as Don was presenting,

you don't want too nmuch fish food falling to the
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bottom or you don't want too nuch of the deposits
fromthe fish, you know, altering the ecosystem

So, there are concepts of sustainability
that could work. And, again, |I'mnot going to
make this the end- all, be-all. |'mjust saying
there is roomfor a higher aspiration here, and
what it's been reduced to is sinply encouraging
responsi bl e aquaculture. And it's a very
busi ness-1i ke kind of statenent. And is there any
possibility of putting sonmething a little bit nore
| ofty in there?

MR. CORBIN  Yeah, | think Bob and | are
saying fine. Wat would nake the group
confortable with it?

M5. BONNEY: So, could | nmake a
recommendat i on?

MR CORBIN  Sure.

M5. BONNEY: Wiat if you just take the
original goal, and add your "using best avail able
sci ence and technol ogy" at the end?

MR. RHEAULT: That was actually ny

suggestion, but we were trying to bal ance the
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coments and considerations of a wide variety of
i nputs. But | amperfectly happy wth that
suggestion. | second that notion.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : O accepted as
friendly, right? Yeah.

M5. BONNEY: | think (inaudible).
CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  John?
MR CORBIN. | can accept it, sir.

Let's nobve on.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any ot her nenber
coments on any of the revised goals before -- all
right, seeing no further comments, all in favor of
adopting the revised vision statenent, revised

m ssion statenent, and revised goals with the one

nodi fication to goal two -- please say
MULTI PLE: Aye.
CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any opposition?

aye.

Ckay, passes unani nously.

MR. CORBIN. Thank you.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Thank you, John.
Al right. So, we have -- we're a little bit

overdue for our break. W' re scheduled for a
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15-m nute break. Let's make it 10, and we'll
reconvene at 10: 25.

So, as | | ook over the agenda, depending
on how I ong these next couple of subcommttee
reports take, we m ght have the opportunity to
wor k through lunch and get out a little early, and
go have the neeting done in tinme to go do | unch.
But we'll see how long the reports take.

Julie, you're up next for the
subcomm ttee report on protected resources.

M5. MORRIS: Yes, | am So, it's a very
short report, and we can tal k about any aspects of
it that you' d like to discuss further.

So, I wanted to rem nd the group about
what the purpose of our Protected Resources
Subcomm ttee project is regarding recovery
actions. So, that's on the screen.

Qur purpose is to conduct a
retrospective analysis of a subset of Endangered
Speci es Act recovery actions by status category,
and identify characteristics that may increase the

| i kel i hood of recovery action success to help
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| nform devel opnent of future recovery actions.

And so we had two presentations
yesterday for the full commttee and then followp
di scussions with Nora Berwick in the subcommttee
neeting, and again at breakfast yesterday norning.
And if you could scroll down a little bit, Heidi.

So, what we |l earned fromthe
presentations at this neeting were that, first of
all, our task will be way nore conplicated than we
t hought it would be. And for steel head -- which
was the focus of Nora's presentations -- they
really need a strategy to prioritize the actions.
There's a lot of recovery actions in the plan. A
| ot of them seened to be | oaded into the plan
because they were ongoi ng projects, so they're
responding to the project, but there wasn't really
a good anal ysis of whether the action was going to
benefit the viability of the different
subpopul ati ons of a speci es.

And so | think they're in the process
now of trying to prioritize actions that wll nore

directly inprove the viability, and they al so need
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to be thinking about the sequencing of those
actions so that they build on each other in a
| ogi cal way to be effective.

It seens unclear in the steel head
exanple of who's really responsible for the
overal | coordination of the recovery actions which
has led to this kind of chaotic sequencing of the
actions. And Nora really, really wanted us to get
the nessage that positive and effective working
rel ati onshi ps anong the different entities and
then kind of social capital that you build in the
process of working on recovery with other people
i n other organizations are very, very inportant.

So, sone of those were not in our
origi nal scope of the kinds of questions we
t hought you shoul d be asking about these recovery
actions. And so that was very beneficial, to work
through that difficult and conplicated case to
ki nd of define sone of these other things that are
goi ng on.

So, we have -- if you could scroll down

again -- these are the next steps for our work.
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We're going to take our inpressions from our
nmeetings here, and revise a kind of draft |ist of
factors that we think may be influencing the
success of recovery actions. And that's going to
turn into kind of an interview guide.

And we're going to develop an interview
guide and then sort of a tenplate for recording
the results of those interviews. W've divided up
t he seven plans anong the conm ttee nenbers, and
everybody is going to be taking | ead on one of
those plans. Heather's currently taking the | ead
on two -- not you, Heather (inaudible). And so we
m ght convince Pam if her work ever gives her a
break, to take on one of those. But | haven't
asked her about it yet.

And so we have seven plans. W have a
| ead comm ttee nenber for each of the plans --
Therese and Heidi are going to connect us with the
correct Protective Resources staff person who is
nost responsi ble for | eading on that recovery
pl an, and we'll conduct interviews over the

summer. Hope to have all those interviews
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conplete by m d- August.

W'l l conpile what we | earned fromthose
Interviews into a docunent that we'll bring to the
Cct ober MAFAC neeting for review, and then once we
review that with all of you and with the
subconmmittee, we'll try to forma final report.

This list of tasks doesn't really
address the other part of the purpose, which is to
i dentify potential partnerships and interagency
rel ati onships that could help to nove the recovery
actions forward, but we think it'll be an
|terative process, and those things wll cone up
in the interviews, and we'll flag them So,
that's our plans (inaudible). Any questions?
Anybody el se fromthe subcommttee want to
enbel lish? Paul's |ooking forward to talking to
peopl e about sperm whal es.

MR. CLAMPITT:. Yeah, it's going to be

fun.

M5. MORRIS: Ted's going to |ead on
northern white whale. |'mgoing to | ead on
steel head trout. Who did | -- and Heather's goi ng
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to take on both stellar sea |lions and (inaudible).
And Col unbus is going to | ead on the (inaudible).

Did I mss anything? Yes, go ahead.

MR, SHELLEY: | just had a question.

You know, after the presentation yesterday -- |
was i nvolved in earlier discussions about this,
and, you know, the inportance of picking a
recovery plan that illum nates sone of the

anal ytical questions we're trying to get at.

Do you feel that the seven recovery
plans are still -- have been selected with that in
m nd, given what we | earned about -- | nean, sone
of these recovery plans becone so conplicated so
quickly that it's hard to answer those questions
Wi t hout doing a ot nore work than they have tine
to do.

So, I"'mjust putting that out there as a
guestion, | guess.

M5. MORRI'S: You know, | think one of
the reactions to Tuesday's presentation could have
been we're not going to be able to nmake any

progress on this issue; just decide to do
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sonething else. But | think the spirit of the
commttee is to nove forward, and see what we can
| earn. It's possible that we'll m ss sonet hing
really big and i nportant because we didn't have
the right recovery plans. But |I'msure the ones
that we've picked will lead to sone insights that
wi |l be useful to share.

And our sense of talking with Nora, too,
was that she was really kind of notivated, and
energi zed, and grateful for the opportunity to
talk wwth a group of people who are outside
Protected Resources about the kinds of obstacles
and successes that she's seen; pretty interested
in sharing that. And we're hoping to find that
sane -- we're hoping to have a very positive
interaction with the | ead staff people, and have
t hat sanme kind of response -- not that they need
to defend where they are with the plan, but that
there are sone real gained w sdomthere about
what's worki ng and what's not working, and sone
eagerness to share that with a group |ike us, but

woul d be hel ping to nake everything work for her.
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MR. SHELLEY: Well, it certainly seens
fromyour sort of takeaway -- the bullets up above
there -- that you actually expected sone
interesting (inaudible). And | think it'll be

good as you go into it to cone up with sone

(i naudi bl ) hypot heses that everyone could use in
the different plans so there's sone commonal ity
across the intervi ews.

M5. MORRIS: Yeah. WlIl, that's why
we're having a conmon interview guide, and we have
factors that we identified m ght be operational.
We didn't talk about in terns of hypotheses, but
that's a good way to think about it. W're
testing sone initial ideas about why sone recovery
actions m ght be noving forward, and sone not.

And we may find out that, yeah, we were wong
about sone of these things -- or we nay say, hey,
this is really interesting.

MR, SHELLEY: ['mtrying to think of all
the species. W don't have a recovery plan
associated wth a species that's recovered and

hasn't gotten off the list, which is an issue that
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a |lot of people raise, right? | nean, we don't
have (i naudible).

M5. MORRIS: Well, we think the sperm
whal e - -

MR. CLAMPITT:. Yes, yes, because talking
to M. Richard Merrick, he told us that now t hat
they' ve pulled discrete segnents fromthe hunpback
whal e | aw that their next task was sperm whal e.

MR SHELLEY: Perfect.

M5. MORRIS: So, yeah -- maybe. W'l

see.

MR, SHELLEY: That's great.

M5. MORRIS: Thank you. Any ot her
coments? Well, and it has been -- Ted was giVving
sone testinony about -- they've |learned a | ot

about (i naudi ble) and how to avoi d entangl enent

I nteractions spatially, right? Yeah, there's been
a lot of very pivotal work on (inaudible) and it
makes it possible in the criteria for eval uating
the effectiveness of a recovery plan such as that
IS -- you have a starting point, a checkpoint in

the mddle, and the activities that are invol ved.
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And it allows you to evaluate how effective the
approach used there was conpared to sone ot hers.
| think we'll see a whol e spectrum of
effectiveness in this (inaudible).

MR. RHEAULT: So, | hate to conplicate
t hi ngs, but what do we do when we fail -- in other

wor ds, when a species go extinct? W used to have

a lot of Atlantic salnon in Connecticut. It's
never comng back. I1t's on the verge of being
extinct in nost of Maine -- unless the warm ng
trend is reversed. It's likely to go away. What

s the action that the nmanagers use when t hat
happens? |Is it forever |isted?

MR. AMES: Well, Yogi Berra summed it
up. Wien it's over, it's over. |If a species is
extinct, it's gone -- at least in today's
t echnol ogy.

|f there's a vestigal population, you
have a chance to bring it back. And that's the
case in the Gulf of Maine. The right whal e was
down to about 90 specinens. And over a 35-year

period, it has cone back to a credible nunber.
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They' re getting sustainabl e average reproduction
for the | ast several years of about 70 pups per
year. And they've got a whole plethora of
regulations in that protect themduring their

m gration.

So, | look at it and say, you know, it's
really been painful froma fisherman's
perspective, but it's been effective, too. And if
you had that situation in a salnon run, there's a
good probability that you can restore it
(i naudi bl e) too -- personal opinion.

MR. BROWN. Unfortunately, | mssed the
neeting yesterday. But | think one of the things
that's been brought up in sone of the discussions
that we've had is, a lot of tinmes, you' re dealing
Wi th various species at the sane tine that are
endangered. And so how you wap your head around
that -- and we had the benefit of | ooking at
opportuniti es where you can have nul ti species
pl ans or nultispecies environnment.

And | think that's sonething that m ght
be hel pful as we go through this.
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay. Thank you,
Julie.

M5. MORRI'S: Thank you.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : So, | just have an
observation for Heidi and Jennifer on this, as we
continue forward. And this is one of the many
projects that MAFAC s been working on that | think
the goal is to have sone transparency and give
sone visibility to. 1'd like to see us put things
|i ke the terns of reference on the web pages. And
as we devel op docunents down the road, nmake it so
t hat nmenbers have access to sone of this stuff
nore easily. You know, | know we've gotten things
by email, and they're there, but it would be great
to see sone of this be posted and becone part of
the whole effort to generate public dial ogue and
make sone of this transparent, because | think
this is an inportant debate.

M5. MORRIS: W have a great -- on the
menbers- only site -- is that where it is, Heidi?

M5. LOVETT: Yep.

M5. MORRIS: W have a very overwhel m ng
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set of docunents for Protected Resources posted
t here.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Exactly -- for the
nmenbers- only site, right? So, one of the things
we need to think about is, what things do we need
to nove fromthere, and put into the public site?

You know, and |'m not prejudgi ng which things

should go there; | just think it's sonething we
need to internally talk about. [|'mjust flagging
t he issue.

Al right. Thank you, Julie. All
right. Next itemon our agenda is strategic
pl anni ng, budgeti ng, and program nanagenent.
Julie, thank you for taking it over in Tony's
absence. And | know you had a good di scussi on on
cooperative research and managenent. | know I
gave you sone conments on -- but appreciate you
taking the | eadership on this one.

M5. BONNEY: | sent Heidi an email with
an attachnent. |'m assum ng she got it.

M5. LOVETT: Let ne check -- oh.

M5. BONNEY: Yeah?
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M5. LOVETT: kay. You just sent it?

M5. BONNEY: Yeah. So, just to kind of
overarching start the discussion -- Mke and |
were the only ones that really showed up for the
comm ttee process, because there was too many
ot her conflicts for other people's interest. |
got sonme input fromPam and | got sone input from
Kei t h.

And so, really, we have eight different
recommendations. Three of themare broad, in
terns of the overall whitepaper, and then five of
themare really dealing with the recommendati ons
t hat were on page 40 through 43 that we're
revising the text to add clarity or additional
content to those recommendations in the
whi t epaper.

So, the first issueis -- if you read
t he whi tepaper, there's this discussion of a
| etter that cane froma w de group of
st akehol ders, and that really initiated the
process for trying to define what comanagenent,

cooperative research, and cooperative managenent
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Is. But there's no copy of the actual letter in
t he whi tepaper, and if you actually | ook at that
| etter, it has a broad scope of things, and the
agency's parsed out several tasks within that

|l etter. So, this is just one.

So, those fol ks that sent the letter,
bot h NGO and non- NGO st akehol ders, are going to be
seeing this whitepaper -- don't have any context
of where their letter is and how everything el se
IS noving. So, the idea would be to add a copy of
the letter, and give those stakehol ders a status
in terms of all the other issues that are outlined
in the letter. So, that's the first
recommendat i on.

Then the second recommendation is, if
you actually -- and I don't know if you want to
| ook at pages 40 to 41, but there's really no
crystal definition of comanagenent, cooperative
managenent, and cooperative research. And so what
we' re suggesting is that those clearly need to be
def i ned.

So, now if you nove down fromthere, one
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of the cooperative policy statenents nunber one
Is, there's this m xture of comanagenent and
cooperative nmanagenent. Well, comanagenent is
really reserved for the shared nanagenent with
states and tribes that have simlar authority.
Cooperative nanagenent is a conpletely different
ani mal .

So, we're trying to make sure that it's
cl ear what the difference between conanagenent is
and cooperative nmanagenent is. So, this -- now
we're actually revising the text and the
whi t epaper to make clarity, in terns of the three
different terns. And so the underlined portions
Is the edits that we're making within the
recommendations in the docunent.

So, | don't know if people want to read
through it, or if they have any questions -- but
maybe if you can scroll down farther, Heidi, you
can see. So, basically, they're trying to define
the differences between the three topics, and then
we actually put sone additional information in the

definition of comanagenent that was in the
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ori gi nal whitepaper.

Froma North Pacific perspective, when
you do cooperative nanagenent, you're sharing
t asks between the agency and the stakeholders, in
ternms of managing the fishery. So, that's why we
put that additional text in, just to add that
other utility for cooperative managenent. Ckay,
so if you want to continue to scroll down.

M5. LOVETT: You want ne to (inaudible)
or --

M5. BONNEY: So -- and then these are
all just text changes. And it's just, |ike |
said, for clarity, nore than anything el se.

M5. LOVETT: Next one?

M5. BONNEY: Yep. And then this is the
one that there's going to be sonme discussion
about. Pam had gi ven ne sone suggestions. | was
getting feedback fromothers that didn't
necessarily agree. So, | think that we, as a
group, need to decide what we want to do with the
nunmber four recommendation. Basically, it's

suggesting that the agency should be pushing for
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statutory authority to all ow acceptance of private
donati ons.

Pam has rai sed the concern that there
could be a conflict of interest, in terns of who's
giving those donations. It could create
conpetition between those that are soliciting
private donations for funding. And so how do you
control that animal?

Paul originally suggested that there may
be a way to put in sone kind of guidelines with
regard to that. And so, really, | think it's
really a group decision on how you want to
approach that issue.

| think that on Pamis -- what she had
sent ne -- she would like to see that a | ot
tighter -- and maybe say instead of private --
make the private donations nore in kind than
dollars. And | guess | can turn it over to Pam
in terns of what other issues you' d like to raise
on that particul ar issue.

| guess we're | ooking for guidance, in

terns of how you may want to tweak that -- if
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people are happy with that, or it needs to be

together to address her concerns.

M5. YOCHEM No, Julie. | nean, | think
you raised the issue -- is that rather than this
sort of blanket perm ssion to -- first of all, if

the commttee feels it's a good idea to have this

be possible to accept contributions of whatever

kind, that it not be a bl anket situation, but

rat her, you know -- the exanpl es given yesterday

were things like ship tinme and, you know, | aptop

conputers -- so sort of in-kind contributions of

goods and services, as opposed to this concept of

actual ly going out and seeking cash donations, and

conpeting with the private sector in doing that.
That would likely nmake it potentially

| ess likely, | guess, that you would have sone of

the conflict of interest concerns -- at |least from

the fishing industry's perspective, if they were

t he ones providing the vessel tine and so on. |

think you would still probably hear from

envi ronmental NGOs that woul d be concerned about

t hose contributions as being the potential for
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conflict of interest.

So, anyway, |'mraising what, you know,
ny -- it's ny own personal views, but it's also,
as | nentioned, the view of a |ot of nenbers of
the community that have consortium (i naudi bl e)
| eader shi p and nati onal association nmarine | abs
and so on who' ve provided testinony to Congress on
this topic. So, I'mtrying to convey that, as
wel | .

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Julie, both M ke and
Col unbus (i naudi bl e).

MR, OKONIEWBKI: | didn't bring it up in
the -- because the paper had already been
constructed. But | think there's sonething el se
that's kind of on the boundary on this, and that's
assessnments that you can inpose -- either on
| andi ngs or -- you know, there's different ways to
go about it. And they do it in Canada, for
exanpl e.

I n other words, when you deliver and you
pay the assessnent, there's no control beyond that

point. It's just a funding nechanismentirely.
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So, it becones neutral in that aspect.

But howit's used fromthere, you know,

I n cooperative managenent situations, you can help
make that determ nation. But stakehol ders can
have i nvol venment. |It's stakehol ders, not | ust

| ndustry.

But for research purposes, |I'd really
hate to close the door entirely just because sone
people think it mght have a prejudice or a bias
t owards how we do conduct the research or that
type of thing, when the funds are sonetines
necessary to explore, you know, different avenues
or different approaches. EFPs is another exanple.

MR. BROWN. Ckay, Tony's not here, but |
t hi nk one of the avenues that could be used is
t hrough the National Fish and Wldlife Foundati on.
| know (i naudible) often has nonies that can go
into there and be used for specific purposes. And
that can perhaps effectively be able (inaudible)
| ssue that Pam has nenti oned.

MR. BRAME: This is especially preval ent

in Maine. On the one hand, 1'd | ove to have 30
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assessnents done (inaudible) every year and sone
noney to do it. And |I've seen where private

(i naudi bl e) where it caused sone consternation in
t he stock assessnent process -- albeit a stock
assessnment process that's nore sacrosanct.

And this is a step down the road to
havi ng people pay for parts of it, and thereby
calling it into question.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : So, can | just ask a
clarification issue?

M5. BONNEY: Yeah.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  WAs this statenent
i ntended to dictate that they nust do it, or is it
sinmply trying to open an option?

M5. BONNEY: Well, it basically is one
of the recommendations. So, the reconmmendation in
t he docunent is on page 42, and that
not -underlined text is what the recommendation is.
So, it's changing statutory authority.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  |'m just wondering
If we can finesse this and be nore open-ended

about it. And I'mlooking at this, saying, well,
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could we say that NOAA Fisheries | eadership and
NOAA Fi sheri es managenent budget shoul d determ ne
the proper guidelines regarding these private
funds, and seek statutory | anguage needed to
accept private donations, where appropriate -- and
| eave the issue wth sone discretion -- because it
seens to ne, even in this dialogue, there are sone
ci rcunst ances where maybe it's reasonable, and
there are sone circunstances where it's not. And
maybe we have statutory authority, and naybe we
don't.

If the point that MAFAC is trying to
make is to direct NOAA to go find that where we
need to, great. And if we can not have the big
debat e over, which things are we going to fund
privately, and which ones are we not today, then
|"d like to kick that can down the road.

M5. BONNEY: Go ahead, Pam

M5. YOCHEM | think the concern and
sone things |I've heard expressed by Congressional
Research Comm ttee nenbers, as well, is that -- or

Resource Commttee nenbers -- is, you know, part
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of their concern is that this is NOAA seeking
fundi ng outside the appropriations process, which
they' re not happy about.

But the issue that Dick raised -- you
know, what |'ve heard fromsone industry folks --
you know, |'m nostly getting into the research
side of things, because that's the community I
hang out with the nost -- but the concern with the
i ndustry fol ks would be a group |ike PETA, for
exanpl e, that objects to fishing -- having them
fund sone activities.

And so it's seen as just a slippery
sl ope of this broad perm ssion for NOAA to seek
private donations. And w thout sone very
restricted -- like | said -- good and services, or
ship time, or sonething that's really targeted to
a managenent objective that fits in with the
comanagenent schene -- or, you know, in the case
of contributions, things that people are
confortable with, | think, are things |ike Sea
Grant, Saltonstall-Kennedy. You know, we heard

about N FW F.
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Those processes involve, you know, a
conpetitive application process, an evaluation --
not only of the managenent inplications of the
wor k, but also the technical conpetence of the
proposal, things |ike that -- so there's sone sort
of vetting process that happens with regard to the
use of those private funds.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Al right. So, |I'm

still left asking, does the "where appropriate"
concept help, or are you still resisting that?
And the second point |I'll make is, even

I f we were to say nothing here, the reality is
that private noney still gets used for private
research, and that research and the findings from
that research still get used by the agency.

When we have a consultation on an
endangered species, they're reaching into the
literature, and they're using that informtion.
And best avail able science is best avail able
science, no matter who funded it.

So, the work is out there. And now the

guestion is, through this concept, can NOAA
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sonmehow work nore col | aboratively with other
entities, and can we find a way to bridge the gap?

And it seens to ne a "where appropriate"
| eaves it open, but would give potentially nore
authority to NOAA, while still giving us the
opportunity to have those ethical debates down the
road, where if it's a mssion-critical thing, and
we don't want private noney paying for stock
assessnents, that point can still be preserved.

|"'mjust trying to nove the ball
forward, and | see the bigger picture here.
Sonebody' s paying for the research, anyway.

M5. YOCHEM  Yeah, but sonebody's paying
for the research, but they're not payi ng NOAA
So, they're not buying off the regulator, if you
will. They're funding an acadenmic institution to
do it. There's a purity process -- all of that.
Just saying, these are the objections that cone
up.

And the "where appropriate"” -- who's
going to make that decision? NOAA would, right --

make the decision of what's appropriate and what's
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not? So, that's still, you know, in -- so the
concerns are still there.
On the other hand, |I'monly one nenber

of MAFAC, so | don't want to hold up the process
of this commttee, you know, based on these
concerns. So, | think I've said all I'"mgoing to
say on the topic, and I'll let the conmttee nove
forward wwth its recomendation (i naudible).

MR, OKONI EWBKI:  Well, having gone
t hrough one of these processes before at the
Sout hwest Center when we -- well, it's a |long
story, so -- the short version is, we were seeing
huge nunbers of sardines in Canada, the West
Coast. The ship and the scientists did not
believe they were there. W couldn't get themto
do traditional aerial-type survey- type stuff they
used to do.

And so we set up our own survey, and we

had a ClI A review, and went through the whole

process, and we got (inaudible). |'mnot thinking
so much -- although I have seen it used for stock
assessnents. | think either the (inaudible) folks
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did it a few years back, in the late '90s, |
bel i eve.

But it has to pass the sane standards
and tests that any infornmation source would use --
or the sane nodeling exercise would use. But, |
mean, we went through sonme pretty rough tines
convi nci ng people we actually had sardines in the
Nort hwest, even though we're catching them |
mean, |'m serious.

And it gets a little frustrating when
you can't convince people that -- and then you do
go out. And we spent a considerable anmount of
noney fromindustry to put this together, and then
to have it just summarily rejected because, you
know, we can't do that because it's a private
donati on.

If it passed the sane criteria and goes
t hrough the sane rigorous testing, and
exam nation, and evaluation, then | think it
shoul d be accept abl e.

And in this case, | think if you're

goi ng to donate actual npbney, an incone stream to
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NOAA in a cooperative managenent effort, the

st akehol ders woul d be involved in that

deci sion-making. And it's either perm ssible
legally or it's not, but | think the idea of just
saying it shouldn't be is -- it's going to | eave
us short in sone cases.

M5. BONNEY: | have Ted next.

MR AMES. Well, it would seemthat if a
proposal (inaudible) NOAA was nmade, and there was
to be outside funding, that that would be part of
the application. And (inaudible) could put
what ever criteria it wanted onit. So, it could
basi cally becone an assessnent using the sane
criteria as NOAA, but allowing a private entity to
contri bute noney to that end.

That gi ves NOAA the option of accepting
or refusing it, rather than having it built in as
a hotspot. That woul d've worked for you, M ke,
ri ght?

MR. OKONI EWBKI :  Yeah, | think.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  |'Il just point out,

NOAA al ready has sone discretion anyway to do

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page: 135

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

this. They've already received a | egal opinion

t hat says they have sone discretion. So, there
may be sone boundaries that haven't been fully
tested. There nay be sone issues that need to be

expl ored, you know, but sone of this is going to

happen.

M5. BONNEY: So, Jennifer.

M5. LUKENS: So, | was just going to
say, | think we have concerns over making sure --

and us as an agency adhere to the rules of the | aw
-- appropriations law -- and not viol ati ng what
we're not authorized to do.

And, certainly, what | think is also
| nportant is protection issues. You don't want it
to be viewed if you're getting funding froma
certain source that your (inaudible) you certainly
woul dn't want to do that, | think.

We do have sone authority to do this,
and | think I would wel cone the thoughts that the
commttee has here. But, again, that's sonething
that we're already applying to ourselves

internally, and it's to go into our Ceneral

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page: 136

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Counsel and asking what we are authorized to do,
and what we aren't.

So, we do -- Dave recently -- since
t hese recommendati ons were first devel oped, we got
sonme additional clarification under the Fish and
Wldlife Coordination Act what we are allowed to
do and not -- simlar -- DO uses it quite
frequently.

So, it's just an involving process here.
And the whole goal is to be able to acconplish our
m ssi on and managenent of our resources. So,
that's kind of the Iens that we're | ooking
t hr ough.

| appreciate, though, the concerns of
(i naudi bl e) .

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : |I'mstill trying to
get a sense -- is this an issue where we just
don't even have consensus? Wth due respect, is
Pam the only dissenter? | nean, | just don't
really know where we are on the issue as a body.

M5. MORRIS: | see the addition of

proper gui delines as being good, and, you know,
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communi cating that if there is statutory | anguage
to accept private donations, that there al so have
to be guidelines to guard agai nst the kinds of
probl ens that we're raising.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay.

MR. RHEAULT: | could argue this both
ways, so I'minternally conflicted.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | nean, just as an
observation, it does seemthat the inserted
under | i ned | anguage hel ps to nake the point that
we are aware that there are the ethical issues.

We want NOAA to be thinking about these issues. |
know it doesn't go quite as far as Pamwould |ike
us to go, but I"mjust trying to figure out, do we
have enough consensus to go forward with this?
|'"'mseeing a | ot of heads noddi ng, so naybe we can
kick this down and vote on the whole thing at the
end, Julie.

M5. BONNEY: Okay. Al right. So, now
we're onto nunber five, which is basically -- so
basically, many tines when you do cooperative

research, if you don't have the goals and
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obj ectives set upfront, then the agenci es worKking
for it are dissatisfied. So, we just added
clarity | anguage to make sure that the goals and
obj ectives of the cooperative programare set up
upfront, so everybody understands what the
outcone's going to be.

In ternms of recomendati on nunber si X,
we felt that these are the netrics. There's two
netrics that they're going to be looking at, in
terms of howthey're rolling forward with
cooperative research and cooperati ve managenent.
And so this one, it seened to ne, needed nore
clarity and content, and so we added, you know,
not only -- because originally, it was just,
determ ne how many of themled to nmanagenent
decisions, right? So, we've added better-

i nfornmed, facilitated i nproved nmanagenent
decisions (inaudible) it just nakes it nore
expansive. Then, in terns of the conclusion, it
was comanagenent and the reality is, we're really
t al ki ng about cooperative nanagenent and

cooperative research. So, we're making that nore
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1 cl ear.

2 Then the final recommendation is

3 basi cally, you know, saying that there needs to be
4 a good concl usi on about both cooperative

5 managenent and cooperative research, and maybe to
6 put kind of a franework in the docunent that

7 expl ai ns what both are, so that the public can

8 kind of -- and the agency can kind of understand

9 when you m ght use either one.

10 So, | don't know if people want to read

11 those, and see if you agree with them but it

12 basically -- cooperative nmanagenent all ows aspects

13 of NOAA' s responsibility to be delegated to

14 st akehol ders, but may require those stakehol ders
15 to incur the burden of investing additional

16 resources or incurring additional costs, as a

17 general cooperative managenent shoul d be pursued

18 when NOAA and the stakehol ders gai n nut ual

19 benefits and the | egal authority of permts.

20 And then the next one is, define what
21 cooperative nmanagenent is, and when bot h NOAA and
22 t he stakeholders mght be willing to interact
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together to get to an end goal.

So, really, the key to ne is, NOAA
shoul d consi der how best to be a partner and
facilitator to create a positive environnent for
cooperative research projects.

So, those are the recommendati ons t hat
we have.

MR. MERRI CK: Can we go back up? Can |
see seven again? And six?

M5. SAGAR. So, seven is actually --
just one conmment on this one -- in the concl usion
-- | know that, based on the paper, this is
correct, but if you're quoting the letter, the
| etter actually did say conmanagenent. So, there
I s that nuance there.

So, it depends on how you want us to
revise. So, | think it's fineto leave it |ike
this (inaudible) I just want you guys to be aware
because you don't have a copy of the letter -- the

actual letter, they use the word "conmanagenent."
But based on the way that the whitepaper is

witten, the way Julie has nade this change is
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1 correct.

2 So, I'lIl just take away the letter.

3 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : R ght -- because one
4 of the first points was, we need to distinguish

5 bet ween conmanagenent and cooperative nmanagenent.

6 M5. SAGAR. Exactly. | just want to et
7 you know this is a little nuance. So, when |

8 respond to it (inaudible).

9 M5. BONNEY: And | realize that as you
10 | ncorporate the recommendati ons, there's going to

11 have to be kind of enbedded in the whitepaper to

12 make it all flow correctly, right?

13 M5. SAGAR. Right.

14 M5. BONNEY: So, okay.

15 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any ot her di scussion
16 on the last three itens?

17 M5. SAGAR. | interrupted R chard

18 (i naudi bl e).

19 MR MERRICK: | just wanted to review
20 those once -- in five, five --

21 M5. BONNEY: | think | did forward it
22 all to you (inaudible).
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MR. MERRI CK: Yeah, just a comment, if |
may.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Pl ease.

MR MERRICK: Five is probably, fromthe
science centers, the thorniest of all these. And
it's not -- | suspect that the science centers
don't want to incorporate the proper research in
the stock assessnents. | don't think it's
(inaudible). But this is always the biggest
tension. And if you guys had additional thoughts
about that -- fromyour perspective, how to do
that -- that would be hel pful.

| know sone exanples where it's worked
well. In the Northeast, where we had the
Nort heast Consortium that project series that was
funded three or four years through the University
of New Hanpshire Sea Grant really seened to work
well, and there was a | ot of cooperation there
bet ween our community, the industry, and the
agency. Wen that went away, we |lost all those
ties. But | think there's probably other exanples

around the country, and if you could -- it
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woul dn't hurt if you had ideas of how to do this
better (inaudible) we're | ooking fromthe agency
out, saying, "You guys in the industry need to do
your job better; get the science better integrated
into research (inaudible)" but that's not a good
answer .

M5. BONNEY: And the only exanple |I have
is in the North Pacific, where they had
(i naudi ble). So, basically, the crabs -- because
of the climate change -- the crab had noved nore
into Russia, and they had a stratumthat they'd
done over tine, in terns of sinulated (inaudible).
| ndustry sel f-funded an expanded survey. And when
t hey sat down and tal ked about that, the agency
basically said, "W need X anount of tine," and
they actually hel ped devel op the additional
survey.

And then what the expectation of that --
everybody realized they were going to spend $1
mllion a year for three years to get that
I nformati on before they even started to address

(i naudi bl €) environnment.
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So, when you're tal king about setting
goal s and objectives, if you have that
conversation upfront, | think everybody's expect
-- in other words, there could ve been no
conversation done one year, and the stakehol ders
saying, "W just spent $1 mllion; you didn't do
anything with the data."

MR. MERRICK: Now you tell us you need
three years of data.

M5. BONNEY: Yeah, exactly. So, that's
the kind of thing that | was thinking when you're
t al ki ng about that -- because people can start
conpl ai ni ng about the way the net's com ng through
the water, and whether they're catching all the
fish, and what kind of research are you going to
do? How are you going to inplenent that new
information if your selectivity is wong, conpared
to the base survey?

So, if we have that conversation
upfront, then the expectation is going to go a |ot
better than sonebody just going out and sayi ng,

“"See, | told you the selectivity was bad."
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MR MERRICK: O different, anyway.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Julie or Richard, in
light of this conversation, |I'mwondering if we
can nake today sort of the beginning of this
di al ogue. And I'm wondering if maybe we can put
this on the agenda for our strategic planning
group to cone and revisit this particular point
and gi ve sone additional direction -- because what
| heard in this discussion, fromPam s concerns on
an ethical and principle level, Dick's concerns on
an i ssue of which prograns do we allow to get
out si de fundi ng and whi ch ones shouldn't -- you
know, it may be that this would be a topic where
MAFAC coul d give better direction. And if we
spent sone nore tine on this issue, give sone nore
detail about what we think appropriate boundaries
are. \Wien should they do it; when shouldn't they
do it?

And, you know, what |'m wondering is,
can we approve what we've got today, but then
continue the dialogue in the strategic planning

commttee?
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Terri?

M5. BEIDEMAN: | have a little concern,
because |'ve been involved personally wth
adm ni stering cooperative research -- and, al so,
(i naudi bl e) programat -- the results were test
devices, and it didn't have anything to do with
stock assessnents. And that |ast sentence kind of

-- it doesn't say "if. You know, if this data is
going to be used for that; it kind of infers. And
to test the line-cutting device on fishing boats
doesn't require a stock assessnent anal ysis and
design and all of that extra, and it kind of
infers that that would apply to all of them

So, | have sone concerns where --

M5. BONNEY: Well, and | think the
reality is, there's a whole group of
recommendati ons on your cooperative research, so
your other constructs are in those other
recommendat i ons.

M5. BEI DEMAN. Ckay. Just seeing it

li ke that, | was like, well, | don't think the

| i ne-cutting device (inaudible) needs stock
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assessnment anal ysi s.

MR MERRICK: Well, frequently, we do
(i naudi bl e) research that eventually is neant to
go onto managenent --

V5. BEI DEMAN. Ri ght.

MR. MERRICK: -- or reqgulatory process,
and wouldn't fit that, either.

M5. BEI DEMAN. Wl |, and BREP happened
to be nentioned up there (inaudible) engineering
IS not stock assessnent.

M5. BONNEY: So, | guess just to kind of
wrap up, then -- | think, as long as people are
okay -- so it sounds like if we approve the
recommendati ons, and that we further investigate
both the cooperative research nunber three,
recommendat i on nunber five, and al so think nore on
the one up above, Heidi, which is how to address
the i ssue of accepting private donations, and what
t he proper guidelines mght be, and take that on
at our next neeting.

And then otherwse, | think we're good

to go. | guess the only question | would have for
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Heat her is that you're going to get additional
comments fromthe CCC and the -- what is it --
MMC. So, if that's the case, how tinely do we
need to be, in terns of giving nore guidance on
those two particul ar topics?

M5. SAGAR. Well, so a couple things. |
think that the way you have this recommendati on

right nowis fine for the whitepaper. W wouldn't

probably make that -- we wouldn't probably go to
that level in this docunent -- |ike, what |evel
shoul d or should not be |ooked at; | think the way

you have this right nowis broad and general
(inaudible). | don't think we drill down any
further, anyway.

So, | think that -- if you did sonething
like that, it would be sort of a separate effort,
and maybe you' d be advising Paul or Brian Poll ack

in the Budget O fice on that nerger effort.

So, that's the first thing. | think
your second question was about -- so on the 26th
or 27th -- whenever these are due -- |'ll take all

of the comments fromthe Mari ne Mammal Conm ssi on,
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MAFAC, and CCC, and, you know, figure out how they
all fit together and if they're conflicting --
edits, or changes, or, you know, ways forward --
"Il probably call on Keith or you, and we can
have a separate dial ogue about the intent from
whoever said sonething that may conflict.

But, you know, |I'll just incorporate
theminto the docunent, and then we'll finalize
them |s that hel pful ?

M5. BONNEY: So, Col unbus, where do you
want to put that issue?

MR. BROWN. That was under comanagenent.
| think we need to add other federal agencies. W
have states and tribes, and there are a nunber of
| nstances where USDA, Interior have
comanagenent /overl apping responsibilities, and it
woul d be beneficial for that to be there, also.

MR. BRAME: The classic one's Atlantic
States Marine Fishery Comm ssion (inaudible).

M5. BONNEY: So, | think that's good
clarity. So, that would be (inaudible).

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Pam did you have
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1 your hand up agai n?

2 M5. YOCHEM  No.

3 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : No? Ckay. So,

4 Julie, | understand that the notion you're

5 presenting is to approve these reconmendati ons
6 Wi th these insertions.

7 M5. BONNEY: Yeah.

8 M5. LOVETT: |I'msorry -- just for

9 clarity -- was that last addition to go in

10 sonmewhere specific, Colunbus?

11 MR BROMN: It was up further, where we
12 had added tri bes and states, under conmanagenent.
13 MS. LOVETT: Here?

14 MR. BROMN:. Yes.

15 M5. LOVETT: Gkay. So -- sorry

16 (inaudible). Okay, I'll just add it there. So,
17 the four states -- federal partners?

18 MR. BROMN. Yeah, other federal

19 agenci es.

20 M5. LOVETT: Oher federal agencies --
21 okay (i naudible). Ckay.

22 MR. BRAME: And are we going to put in
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that this is a work in progress, or with the
understanding that this -- that we're going to
continue to work on this, as you suggested?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : |'ve already sort of
passed themto Jennifer and said, let's make sure
this is on the agenda for October for the
subcomm ttee. So, |I'm already planning on
I ntegrating that into the next neeting dial ogue.

MR. BRAME: Because we m ssed final
vote; | don't knowif we're going to keep working
onit. | think it's worthwhile (inaudible).

M5. BONNEY: So, just to be clear, |
think ny viewis, we're going to get nore input
fromthe other (inaudible) to see how that nerges
into the whitepaper, and then also investigate the
two recommendations, in terns of better clarity.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay. Thank you,
Dick, for followng up on that point. Any other
di scussi on?

Well, actually, | guess, Julie, this is
a notion, right?

M5. BONNEY: Am | making a notion?
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Yeah.

M5. BONNEY: (kay, that's the notion.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Al right. So, do
we have a second?

SPEAKER:  Second.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Al right. Any
further discussion? W beat this one up pretty
good. Al right. Al those in favor?

MJULTI PLE:  Aye.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any opposition?
Love it when we have consensus. All right. So,
11: 20 -- thank you, Julie, for working us through
that, and thank you for taking up that issue in
Tony' s absence.

So, the next itemis recreational
fisheries. Ken is not here, but Phil has agreed
to ably fill in for him And | know we've got two
itens to work our way through for the rec
fi sher men.

MR. DYSKOW  Thanks (i naudi ble). Heidi,
we have a slide -- just a bullet point slide. |If

you don't have it, that's fine.
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M5. LOVETT: Yep. No, | do.

MR. DYSKOWN The main focus of our
subcommttee at this neeting was to discuss the
recreational fishing policy regional
i npl ementation plans. That's the last step in
this process. W have a rec fishing policy. W
have a national inplenentation plan, and the
Assi stant Adm nistrator has charged us with a
tinmely rollout of an inplenentation plan at the
regi onal |evel.

So, that's what we've tal ked about. W
had two itens within that. The first was, as many
of you know, we currently have a recreati onal
fishing working group. |t has 26 nenbers, and
there's a mnimumof two nenbers from each region.
And they provided input on the rec fishing policy
and sone input on the national inplenentation
plan. So, this body is going to be asked to
provi de i nput assistance in the devel opnent of the
regi onal inplenentation plans within sone context
or framework that Russ Dunn is going to put

t oget her.

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page: 154

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

This wll probably be the | ast project
for that working group, and it's going to be a
project that we'll do electronically. |n other
words, we're not going to have a face-to-face on
this; we're sinply going to ask themto provide
Il nput to the devel opnent of these regional plans
el ectronically, by phone, and by email -- or
however is nost efficient.

W're going to revisit this working
group at our October neeting, because, as you al
know, these working groups are envisioned to be
put together for a specific task. And when that
task is done, the working group goes away. So, we
will revisit the future of the recreational
fishing working group at our Cctober neeting;
since these regional plans are sonewhat
fast-tracked by NOAA, they may possibly be done
prior to that neeting, wth providing that input
and assistance. And if so, we will decide at that
time what the future of the working group is.

Any questions on that? Pretty

straightforward. The next part -- | would like to
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put -- | should say our commttee would like to
put before the full MAFAC Board a recommendati on
that will be in the formof a notion after

di scussi on, regarding regional rec fishing
coor di nat or s.

We currently have three regions that
have or will have fulltinme recreational fishing
coordi nators. The other regions do not. So, it's
going to be very difficult for themto put
together an inplenentation plan or provide the
oversi ght over tinme of the inplenentation, if they
don't have anybody to do them

So, what we are putting to the full
MAFAC Board in the formof a notion is that each
region have a fulltinme recreational fishing
coordi nator. And, obviously, there'll be sone
di scussion on that, and | guess the next step
woul d be to go to that discussion.

But just to restate the current
situation -- three of the regions already have or
are in the final stages of adding the rec fishing

coordi nators; the others are not, and we woul d
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like to provide a recommendation to MAFAC that all
the regions have a rec fishing coordinator.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  That's your notion?

MR. DYSKOW That is ny notion, but we
have di scussi on.

M5. BONNEY: | have a coupl e questions.
So, can you tell me who has a regional coordinator
ri ght now?

MR. DYSKOW The current regional
coordinators -- the Pacific does, the Wst Coast
does, and the Sout heast does (inaudi ble) and the
ot hers do not.

MR DUNN. So, if |I can just clarify --
so those three regions have dedicated -- it's a
fulltime one person who does that job. The other
two remai ning regions (inaudible) have part-tine
people who split their responsibilities, and so it
falls under the "other duties as assigned.”

So, currently, the (inaudible) region
has one staffer who covers both regions part-tine,
and he essentially is a regulatory person
(i naudi bl e) .
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1 Al aska -- there is a simlar situation

2 wWith a part-tinme person who splits their tine.

3 M5. BONNEY: So, | guess, to nme -- like
4 Al aska -- a lot of the recreational is nore of the
5 state authority than federal authority.

6 MR. DUNN: Right.

7 M5. BONNEY: And so they're honestly --
8 you know, | can't really answer the question, but
9 to ne, | don't knowif they need a fulltine

10 dedi cated person. Isn't NMFS the one that woul d
11 deci de whet her they have enough responsibility to
12 require a fulltinme versus just saying "thou shal

13 have" - -

14 MR. DYSKOW Again, we're not ordering
15 NMFS to do this; our recommendation is that they
16 have a fulltime rec fishing coordinator in each of
17 the regions. The ultimte decision, of course, is
18 with NVFS, not wth us. Does that answer your

19 qguesti on?

20 | agree with you; Alaska is a difficult
21 one, because we're basically talking halibut. And
22 I's there enough activity for a regional
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coordinator in Alaska? And if there isn't, |

thi nk the assunption would be that NMFS woul d nake
t he appropriate decision as to have or not have

t hat i ndividual .

But in the other regions, there clearly
Is a task that needs to be acconplished, and there
isn't enough resource to acconplish that task.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Paul and Terri Lee
have both had their hands up.

MR. CLAMPITT: Yeah, | just wanted to
make a comment. |In Alaska, they actually have a
voting council menber that's a recreational
fisherman representative.

MR. DUNN:. Al of the councils --

MR. CLAMPITT. So, | don't know. You
know, | nean, it |ooks like you're interested in
being a representati ve.

MR. DUNN: That's an entirely different
beast. The council is conpletely separate from
the agency. This would be an internal -- as |
under st ood (i naudi ble) --

MR. DYSKOW No, that -- | was going to
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say the sane thing. Paul, the region of councils
are all supposed to have a rec fishing
representative on them But, again, that's a
whol e separate issue. The council devel ops

regul atory issues; the NMFS regional staff woul d
work on policy, like inplenenting this action plan
for recreational fishing. |It's not the voting
council that inplenents that. W're not stepping
on their turf. So, there's two separate, you
know, responsibilities.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Just for clarity --
this is about NOAA fisheries at a regional |evel
having a fulltinme Russ Dunn at each of those
of fices.

MR. DUNN:  Under regional control.
These aren't staff that | nmanage. | nean, | would
coordinate with them They woul d be under the
regional admnistrator. And | think that's the
way that (inaudible).

MR. DYSKOW Yeah, but the way this
process was di scussed by the commttee -- we have

a national recreational fishing policy. W have a
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national inplenentation plan, and NVMFS has been
charged with the responsibility of devel opi ng
regi onal plans. There has to be sonebody to do
that; otherwise, it's just words on a piece of
paper. And they've recogni zed that, and they
filled sone of the positions -- with the possible
excepti on of Al aska.

Those remai ni ng regions that don't have
the coordinator are going to have difficulty
acconpl i shing anyt hi ng, because those part-tine
people get pulled in lots of directions.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Terri Lee and M ke.

M5. BEIDEMAN. So, you're essentially
asking for an additional staff person, not these
office -- to do this fulltinme dedi cated
recreational regional coordinator. [|'m assum ng
they're not going to be sonething el se besides.

MR. DUNN: It could be either an

exi sting staff person converted, if you wll, to a

new position. | don't nean that in the "anen
sense (inaudible) or it could be a new staffer

added -- a new FTE added. It would depend on --
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frankly, this would depend on the availability of
resources in any given region, since | don't
bel i eve headquarters woul d be providi ng any
dollars for it.

M5. BEI DEMAN:  Ckay. Well, that woul d

be part of the issue -- is, you know, who can pay
for that? And does it require fulltinme? | nean,
Is there sufficient work to -- | nean, maybe in

t he begi nni ng.

MR. DYSKON Wth the exception of
Al aska, where we're tal king about a hali but
charter fishery, as opposed to this broad fishery
that the other regions experience, | think it
woul d.

You know, again, the recreational
fishing policy is new. You know, it's on the
table, and | think it requires fulltinme oversight
to properly roll it out and inplenent it.

MR. CORBIN. And you're talking about
one person for North Carolina (inaudible).

M5. BEIDEMAN. |'mjust trying to see --

is this long, ongoing, or is it project-oriented
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MR DUNN: If I -- | mean, unsolicited
here -- | think there is plenty of work. One of
the things that we have heard regularly -- and
fromfolks on the subcommttee and el sewhere -- is

t hat NOAA Fi sheries has done a decent job at the
national |evel, but at the regional |evel, there
hasn't been the sane | evel of engagenent,

conm tnent, et cetera.

And ny personal opinion is that that has
been a result, largely, of the fact that we have
had part-tinme staff that, you know, get pulled in
multiple directions. So, they mght start on
sonething, and then it's over here, and then they
di sappear fromthe comunity for four, five, six
nont hs, and then suddenly they're back in; they're
doi ng a project.

M5. BEIDEMAN. So, | don't know. The
purpose is to inplenent this regional plan -- or
to begin it or whatever -- gather the resources
(i naudi bl ) novenent or --

MR. DUNN:. | would say coordinating it
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-- you know, coordinating its inplenentation,
working wiwth all of the offices within a given
region -- Habitat, Protected Resources, et cetera
-- to make sure that projects are identified, and
then tracked, and inplenented, and then -- ny
guess i s, based on what, for exanple, Craig
Heberer -- who was here yesterday -- and the fol ks
I n Hawai i have done, a significant portion becones
outreach to communi cate better with the rec
communi ty.

So, we'd probably expand beyond -- it
woul dn't just be inplenentation; it would be
comuni cati ons (i naudi bl e).

MR. OKONI EWSKI : | think you answered
part of ny question; however -- and | think this
person could be a valuable asset; don't get ne
wrong. But what authority do they have, and where
do they have to go to other authorities when you
start -- | nmean, it's one thing to coordinate just
what's confined, but all these policies, whether
it's commercial or whatever it is, there's always

t hese all ocation boundary |ines and what not that
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get kind of nmurky at tines -- or people are asking

for nore or sonething.

MR. DYSKOW Just renenber, once again,
the regional councils are one thing; his regional
of fices are another. These people would be
adj uncts to the regional office. They don't
direct the council, unless the council asks for
| nput. They don't get involved in rul emaking, or
guotas, or any of that. That's not their role.

MR, OKONI EWBKI :  Thank you. | didn't
think that that was the case, but, on the other
hand, they m ght be a val uabl e asset to give
gui dance.

MR. DYSKOW Yes, absolutely.

MR. OKONI EWBKI:  And | think that there
I s probably -- we suggest that nmaybe in the West
Coast (i naudi ble) there m ght be such a person
that could be -- or people that could be utilized
the same way. But that's getting off track.

| guess what | want to do is kind of
figure out what authorities they have. And if

it's just, | guess, information gathering, and

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page: 165

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

sharing, and data collection of sorts or whatever
it 1s --

MR DUNN: | think you hit on it there.
If that were adopted in NMFS, the resource to
execute it, and it followed the current nodel of
ny initiative -- and the two that are al ready
establ i shed, and the one that nmay be -- they would
have this nmuch authority. There's zero authority
there; really a coordinating entity who speaks
with the regional -- and they typically provide
advice to the Director of the Ofice of
(i naudi bl e) Fisheries and regi onal | eadership by
the input of -- this is the rec conmmunity
perspecti ve.

But there's no authority there. [|f you
want to give ne sone, |'d be happy to have sone.

MR. OKONI EWSKI :  Perhaps. But just as

the last point, | think that they could provide a
valuable -- like a report to the council or

sonet hing on occasion. |t seens |ike that would
be a natural -- but --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : We're spending a | ot
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of time onthis item and we've got another one
after this. So, if there's nore discussion that
needs to be had, I'mnot going to stop it; I'm
just trying to nmake people aware that this is
taking a long tine. Julie?

M5. MORRIS: Well, it seens |like a
di fferent kind of request or notion than MAFAC
usually puts on the table for discussion. | think
that's why there's sone uneasi ness about this. |
nean, it seens |ike we went through a nmajor
hi gh-1evel exercise to figure out if we were going
to shift the percentage of budgets for the whole
agency -- and in different directions to enphasi ze
sonething else -- what would we do? And it was
really hard for us to grapple wth that.

So, an idea that we need additional
staff to acconplish a particular task that's
i nportant to the Recreational Subconmmttee -- out
of the contest of all of the other staff needs of
the other prograns that we're working with at the
agency -- seens not tinely and not well- supported

at this point. | nean, it seens |ike the agency
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needs to figure out how to i nplenent the policy,
but that they nay have a different strategy to

| npl ement the policy than to put people in each of
t he regional offices.

So, | think we need to | eave those
choices. | nean, we need to put pressure on them
to inplenment, but defining exactly how they shoul d
step up to inplenent seens a little bit out of our
policy advisory role, and |'munconfortable with
t hat .

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | f this | anguage
were sinply changed to say that NVFS consi der
whet her its regions should maintain -- would that
be a concern?

M5. BONNEY: | guess | agree with Julie.
| nmean, | really think that our nessage shoul d be
that NVFS needs to nove forward with the regional
recreational initiative, and then it's up to them
to decide how. And so maybe in one region, they
need three people because it's a |ong coastline,
and in Al aska, they only need a half -- or maybe

they're going to do it sone other way that's nore
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efficient, but it still neets the objectives of
the rec policy.

So, just deciding how nmany peopl e need
to make sonet hi ng happen versus just saying "nake
this happen” seens to nme to be cleaner. But |
don't know what they've actual -- how to tweak the
| anguage to get to that.

MR. DYSKOWN Well, | guess, let ne back
up for a second. This isn't sone Machi avel li an
plot on the part of our subcommttee to get nore
rec people at the regional |evel.

We asked how we could help to inplenent
t he regional recreational policy plans, and one
suggestion was, utilize the rec fishing group
which is already in place. And they have a
regi onal focus. They have broad representation
across the rec fishing comunity, and they're
t here.

The ot her comment we heard back was, "W
need people to do this." So, we were encouraged
to consider a recomendation that would give them

the resource they need to i nplenent the planning.
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You know, it's not some clever idea that we cane
up with to get nore staff. W didn't even start
with that, you know, direction.

What can we do to help inplenent the
pl an? Those were the two strongest inputs we got
as to how we could help. And, you know, one of
t he wonderful things about a denocracy is, if we
don't agree, we sinply deny the notion and nove
on.

So, if there is nore discussion, we can
have that -- to your point, Keith. [|f not, we can
call for the vote, and if it doesn't pass, we nove
on, and NOAA finds another way to acconplish the
rollup -- because |'msure there are other ways,
as you point out.

M5. BONNEY: Well, and as Paul just
brought up, |ike aquaculture. | nean, there's an
aquacul ture policy. W've been tying to get
aquaculture to go forever, so why not NMFS al so
put a fulltine dedicated recreational regional
coordi nator and an aquacul ture coordi nator for

every (inaudible)? | nean, | don't know.
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MR. DYSKOWN Sinply to keep this on task
-- you have the authority to end the discussion
and call for a vote. And if it doesn't pass, we
nove on. So, you decide how you want to do this.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : We've got a notion
-- and the second?

Al right. So, anybody calling the
question -- or do | have to just do it (inaudible)
|"mjust going to call the question and say -- all
right, all those in favor?

MULTI PLE: Aye.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Opposi tion?

MULTI PLE: Aye.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  The notion fails.

MR. DYSKOW  Thank you.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : M. Subcomm ttee
Chair, do you have another itenf

MR. DYSKOWN | don't.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  You don't have
anot her itenf

MR. DYSKOWN Those were the two itens.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | thought we --
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wel |, okay (inaudible) be nore specific. | was
under the inpression that we were noving on the
regi onal coordinator. |Is there a notion on the
first part?

MR. DYSKOW No, because that working
group reports to the Chair of the Rec Fishing
Subcomm ttee. So, that was just an action item
Wi thin the Subcommittee.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay, | understand.
So, let nme confer here with Jennifer. Do we need
to -- | understood that NOAA asked the
Subcomm ttee to consider the potential dissolution
of the working group.

MR. DYSKON Right. And as | said in
the notes, we're willing to vote at that |evel at
the COctober neeting. But since they haven't
finished the conplete task that we enpowered them
to do -- the inplenentation (inaudible) is the
|last item-- we would like to get their input on
t hat devel opnent before we cut them | oose.

Again, to your point, |I'mglad you

brought that up. |It's our intent to not burn up a
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| ot of funds that may be earnmarked el sewhere.
We're going to have this conmunication

el ectronically -- whatever tenplate we put
together as far as how we get that information.
But | get, you know, that there's not a | ot of
noney here, and we don't intend to burn up any
noney.

And | think that it would be appropriate
at the next neeting to have that discussion --
because these working groups, regardl ess whet her
it's aquaculture or rec fishing or whatever, the
intention is that they exist for a finite period
of time, and then when the task is done, they go
away. My opinion is, the task isn't done yet.

But it could possibly be done by Cctober.

M5. LUKENS: So, | just want to clarify
-- and | haven't read it in a while, but charge to
the working group -- if this task that you have
here -- | thought that all of the tasks had been
conpleted at the working group. And would we need
to nodify that a little bit in order to address

this with that finite tineline on there -- or nore
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specificity? Again, | don't knowif there's --

MR. DYSKOWN They're still working on
the rec fishing policy rollout. W've added this
-- you know, again, we didn't add the task. The
Assi stant Adm ni strator added the task of the
regi onal action plans. So, that's the task we're
asking themto provide input on.

And was it part of the original charter?
No, because this elenent didn't exist at the tine
of the original character.

M5. LUKENS: So, that's what |'m saying,
in terms of -- and, again, since |"'mnewto all
this, I"'mgoing to be asking Heidi to comment on
this, just in terns of the rules that we need to
abi de by under the (inaudible). |Is there anything
about that or not?

M5. LOVETT: | would suggest that it's
wise to informthe taskforce that this potentially
Is the last task that they m ght be considering,
and | et them know very clearly that the original
ternms of reference have been conpleted; we're

going to potentially add this task to them and
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that we envision -- or that you all envision,
because it sounds like that's what you're
pronoting -- that their tasks wll be conpl eted,
and wor ki ng group will be dissolved sonetine in
the fall or later this year.

It's just so that they have a heads- up,
too -- and that it's a courtesy for them | would
say. And that way, it's really clear for
everybody. That would be ny reconmendati on.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  So, everybody
understands -- the Subcomm ttee had been asked,
follow ng up on the conversation we had at our
prior MAFAC neeting, about voting on the
di ssol ution of the working group. The
Subcommittee did not make that reconmendati on.

So, now we're here as a body, and I'mraising the
| ssue, and the Subcommittee has said what they

would li ke to see done is for the working group to
remain in place sinply so that the people who are
al ready there can work with the regions, and help
the regions roll out their inplenentation plans on

a rec fish policy inplenentation plan.
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We're anticipating that's going to
happen over the next few nonths. The working
group people are already there. They've stayed in
conmuni cation electronically, so there would be no
neetings and no expenses. And then at our next
neeting, we will take back up the question of
whet her or not to dissolve the working group, al
ri ght?

But for today, there's just no action
needed. I'mjust trying to nake it clear for the
record. Russ?

MR. DUNN:. One conplicating factor -- so
we W ll begin -- the regions wll begin
devel opnent of the plans over the summer. The
charge fromEileen to the regions is for the
regi onal plans to be devel oped and rolled out by
the close of the first calendar year quarter in
'16. So, that would be the end of March of '16.

So, the existing working group woul d be
abl e to, under what you just referenced --
potential dissolution in October -- would be sort

of in the mdst of that process. | nean, they
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could participate up to that point, and we coul d
continue to work with them as individuals.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : So, the reality is
that we're probably taking up the question of
di ssol uti on one year fromnow, instead of in
Cct ober .

MR. DUNN: \What is the advantage --

MR. DYSKOW It all depends on what
tasks we give them |If they're conpleted by
Cctober, we could still bring it up at the Cctober
meet i ng.

MR. DUNN. O you could -- could you put
together a notion or whatever it is to say at the
conpletion of this, it's --

M5. LOVETT: That way, you could vote on
it in Cctober, and have it happen potentially
prior to our next neeting, which is usually April
or My.

M5. BEI DEMAN.  So, conpletion would be
for the inplenentation plans to be conpl et ed.

MR. DUNN. To be conpleted and rolled

out; correct. Like, developed and released to the
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publ i c.

M5. BEI DEMAN. Ckay, all right.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | think we've heard
the staff recoormendation. |Is there any notion by

a MAFAC nenber on this?
M5. BONNEY: | so nove.
SPEAKER:  Second.
SPEAKER: \What notion are we --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | agree. | don't
think there's a notion. | think Julie --
MS. BONNEY: So, I'll let Russ

articulate it, but basically it's the devel opnent
of the regional plans and rollout, and then after
that occurs, then that's when we revisit whether
t he Subcomm ttee should --

MR DUNN. O you could put it together
ri ght now and say the notion is, this is the final
task of the rec fish working group; upon
conpletion of that task, they are formally
di ssol ved, so to speak.

M5. BONNEY: That works for ne.

MR. DYSKOW As a point of order, since
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the working group reports to the Chair of the Rec
Fishing Conmttee, who isn't here, this isn't
probably appropriate for a notion for the full
Board. It's not a full Board report, and we've

al ready agreed on how we want to do this

(i naudi ble) NMFS to participate in that defense.
So, I"'mjust trying to defend the turf of ny
Subcomm ttee Chair, who's not here at the nonent.

M5. BONNEY: Well, so what would you
recommend, Phil? | mean, basically, the way |
read that, you were basically saying we'll get the
process started, and then in Cctober, we'll
revisit whether or not the commttee should
conti nue.

What Russ is putting on the table is,
we're going to conplete that process, and that's
when the commttee would --

MR DUNN. |I'mnot really putting it on
the table. |I'mjust trying to articulate the
di scussi on (i naudi bl e).

MR. DYSKOWN NMFS is desirous of ending

this working group's task in a tinely manner so
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that it can use any potential funding for sonebody
el se, whether it's an aquacul ture working group or
what ever, and we get that, and are wlling to work
with themon that constraint, but they're there.
W need their help, and we would be willing to ask
for that help and receive it in a tinely function
so we can revisit that at Cctober -- which

shoul dn't di srupt any plans.

And that was the discussion that we had
at our Subcommttee neeting. It didn't nake sense
to dissolve a working group in the mddle of a
task. This regional inplenentation plan was added
in stream in process by the Assistant
Adm nistrator after we already appointed this
wor ki ng group. So, they're in the mdst of trying
to finish the rec fishing policy, and an
addi ti onal task was devel oped m dstream That
woul d be the regional inplenentation.

M5. YOCHEM So, am | understandi ng you
to say that you would hope that a notion such as
Julie's woul d not happen at this neeting, but

rat her at the October neeting?
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MR. DYSKOWN Well, | don't know that
it's even a notion for the full Board, because
they report to the Chair of the Recreational
Fi shi ng Subcomm ttee; they don't report to MAFAC.

MR. DUNN: But they were forned through
a full commttee --

MR. DYSKOW (kay. So, in that case,
| "' masking for a point of order fromour Chair.
Do we need a notion and vote of the full Board to
resolve it?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | think that MAFAC,
as a Board, could take up the issue independently
if it chose to. |If the commttee wanted to take
action, that's denocracy. | think we could table
this matter until COctober and revisit it then. |
think you could stretch this and try to conme up
with a notion now that said they're going to
automatically phase out in a year. |'mjust
trying to see if | can navigate ny way through
(i naudi bl e) .

MR. DYSKON And | think we're

confortable with any of those choices, other than
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the fact that we have this task that we need to
conplete, and we need resources to do it. And
they're a resource that's here now

M5. BEI DEMAN.  Well, then I'Ill nove that
we table it until Cctober, and, you know, we m ght
see that things are noving quicker than expected
-- or maybe not -- but, anyway, we'll have nore
I nformati on by Cctober.

SPEAKER:  Second.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  And | think that
becones a priority notion, so all those in favor
of the notion to table?

MULTI PLE: Aye.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any opposition?
Heari ng none, thank you. Gkay. So, it is 11:54.
Pam how long is your report out likely to take?

M5. YOCHEM | think it depends on how
much di scussion there is; how nuch tinme people
have spent with the draft that was posted, you
know, 10 days ago or so. | nean, | think we can
get started, and ny thinking is that we'll go
t hrough what the subcommttee did, and MAFAC
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either wwll or won't be confortable making a

deci sion today. And | don't know that it would be
different if we stayed until 3:00 tal ki ng about

it.

CHARI MAN Rl ZZARDI :  Yeah, because we
have an hour and 15 sl ated on the schedul e for
di scussion of this matter. And |I'm | ooking kind
of for your judgnent as, is this -- nmaybe there's
a first hal f-hour chunk and see what happens, and
then if we need to keep going, we do -- or is
there a point in the future where we could start
now and see where it goes?

M5. YOCHEM Yeah. | think the report
itself wll be pretty brief. So, yes, nmaybe --
Hei di, would you agree, given that you' ve got the
report to post?

M5. LOVETT: |'mnot sure; depends on --
|l et nme pull up your first inmage you wanted to
show, because | haven't had a chance to read it
(inaudible). It wll take a good hal f-hour, at
| east .

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Panf?
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M5. YOCHEM  Ckay.
CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  We' Il pl ow forward,

and see how far we get. And we'll get to a point
where we'll make a go/ no-go decision as to where
the dialogue is -- if we break for lunch or if we

try to finish up.

M5. YOCHEM (Ckay. Thank you. First of
all, I wanted to nention that shortly after
accepting the Chair of the Ecosystens Approach
Subcomm ttee, ny work responsibilities changed a
great deal, and so | want to give a special thank
you to Keith and to NOAA staff. They've really
done the lion's share of the work on coordinating
the work of the Cimate and Marine Resources
Taskforce of MAFAC over the past several nonths.

Just as a quick rem nder, this taskforce
was created as a communi cation conduit for
st akehol der input to MAFAC -- and, subsequently,
to NOAA | eadership on the production, delivery,
and use of climate-related information in
fulfilling NOAA Fisheries m ssion activities,.

The first task that was put forward to
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the taskforce was to review the NOAA Fisheries
national climte science strategy. And so these
are the activities that have occurred since the

| ast MAFAC neeting. O course, the taskforce
itself was forned. W' ve got a really inpressive
group of nenbers on this taskforce with a w de
range of experience on climte change and rel ated
| ssues.

NOAA staff established a Google site
that allowed us to work coll aboratively on the
efforts of the taskforce. There was a kickoff
webi nar, and sone conference calls, and then an
| Nn- person neeting.

As far as the results today, the
t askf orce produced their recomendati ons on the
national climte science strategy, and that
docunment was circul ated and posted by Heidi prior
to this MAFAC neeti ng.

Yest erday, the Ecosystens Approach
Subcommittee nmet, reviewed, and nade sone
revisions to the recommendati ons devel oped by the

taskforce. And we'll put that up in a nonent.
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And then that revised draft was email ed to MAFAC
menbers | ast night.

A coupl e of other thank yous -- the work

of the Subcomm ttee yesterday cut into the
evening's social event, and so a thank you to the

Subcomm ttee nenbers who stayed behind -- al so,

Hei di and our court reporter -- so that we could
get all the way through that docunent.

And | also personally wanted to give a
speci al thanks to Peter Shell ey and Col unbus
Brown, two MAFAC nenbers who have actual ly been
nore involved in the work of the taskforce than |
have been. Their input and insight yesterday was
real ly hel pful.

So, as far as the Subcommttee

recomendation -- and, Heidi, you can help ne --
or Keith can help ne -- wordsmth this | anguage a
little bit, but short of -- the Subcommttee would

|ike staff to take a final ook at the draft,
reviewing it for typos and maybe sone grammati ca
polishing -- but basically, the version that

Heidi's going to present in a nonent reflects the
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Subcomm ttee's recommendati on to MAFAC.

So, basically, it's taking the taskforce
recommendations or review of the climte docunent.
We made sone minor nodifications to that, and then
that's what we're putting forward to MAFAC as
MAFAC putting forward their comments on the
climate science strategy.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Just so | understand
procedurally -- are we putting forth the
recommendation that kicks direction back to the
taskforce, or are we taking the taskforce's work,
and now the direction is with these changes, take
the docunent to NOAA -- it's the latter. [|I'm
seei ng heads nodding on the latter.

M5. YOCHEM Yes. And so that's where |
think we'll need feedback from MAFAC -- whet her
they're confortabl e enough with what the taskforce
and the Subcomm ttee has done to accept this. How
many pages long is it -- the comments?

Yeah, 11 pages -- so it's quite a bit.
So, if commttee nenbers haven't had a chance to

really go through that -- | think it's beyond the
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scope of an hour or two discussion to --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Absolutely. So,
just as a point of information for the nenbers --
at this point, what's happened is, the group of
fol ks who are on our taskforce have already
convened, had nultiple neetings, worked their way
t hrough the 60-o0dd page docunent generated by
NOAA, presented their comments on it. That
i nformati on has gone to our MAFAC Subconm tt ee.
Qur Subcomm ttee has worked over the comments that
they received fromthe taskforce.

And now what you're seeing representing
the ultimate goal of synthesizing the taskforce
comments and the Subconmm ttee comments into a
final docunent that will be transmtted to NOAA
that represents our comments on their draft
climat e change strategy.

M5. YOCHEM Thank you. And | would say
what woul d be within the scope, nmaybe, of our
di scussi on here would be for the Subcommttee to
go through what we've changed, basically, and the

t askf orce recommendati ons -- but probably not to
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go through the entire 11-page docunent in detail.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Thank you. Julie?

M5. BONNEY: | guess ny question is,
what happens to the taskforce after the comments
are then (inaudible)?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  This is the first of
a series of tasks that are expected for the
taskforce to help us. And climte change is going
to take us a little while to work our way through
before we'll be having a discussion about
di ssolution of that taskforce.

Hei di ?

M5. LOVETT: I'll just remnd you al so
that you all did |look at the framework of a terns
of reference, and it was recommended that this
taskforce be stood up for three years when you al |l
di scussed it | ast Septenber, because of the series
of tasks that were being planned and com ng
f orwar d.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  And 1'Il1 al so point
out on that -- a point of information -- one of

the next itens on the |ist of tasks for the
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1 taskforce is the devel opnent of the climte change
2 strategy at a regional |level -- so nuch the sane
3 | ogic that we just went through on recreational

4 fishery and this notion that the taskforce should
5 have sone rol e or engagenent in hel ping the

6 regi ons devel op the regional i1nplenentation plans.
7 That is exactly the sanme logic that is reflected
8 I n our climate change taskforce docunent, and that
9 Is the next task on the agenda for them

10 M5. YOCHEM Okay. Heidi, if you pull
11 that up -- so, again, this is the docunent that

12 t he taskforce produced. And |I'm going to have

13 Heidi just, | think, scroll down to where the

14 coments were. There's sort of an opening

15 statenent, and then there are a couple of

16 secti ons.

17 The first section is general comments,
18 sort of overarching comments on the signing

19 strategy, and then the second part is nore

20 specific comments on individual objectives. So, |
21 guess, Heidi, nmaybe scroll down to the first

22 change that the Subcomm ttee suggest ed.
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M5. LOVETT: Do you want ne to j ust
hi ghlight the titles or --

M5. YOCHEM  Sure, okay. So, again, the
first section is the comments on the entire scope
of the proposed strategy. The first section was
urgency and risk, conmmunication issues regarding
how climate science results are conmuni cated, sone
general comments about soci oeconom ¢ di nensions, a
coment about |inking objectives to nanagenent
guestions and decisions, and then we had a section
where there was sone di scussi on anong the
t askf orce and sone di sagreenents, | think, anong
t he nenbers about whether the clinmte science
strategy adequately reflected habitat concerns.

And so this was our attenpt to harnoni ze
that -- the original taskforce comments and then
sone subsequent comments by taskforce nenbers.

Anot her general comrent was on
resilience and risk -- feeling that that could use
sone nore focus in the docunent -- and then sone
speci fic exanpl es.

This one, | believe the main change here
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was that the first section that you see underlined
there was originally set up as footnotes instead
of text, and we thought that was awkward, so we
just noved it up froma footnote to part of the
t ext.

And then the other concern was that
al t hough the comment nentioned that both data and
nodeling are inportant, and that only nodeling is
di scussed here, we wanted to nmake sure that the
point is nade that data collection -- that it's
i nportant to continue and prioritize the
collection of data that's necessary to support
robust nodeling. And this just goes through sone
specific suggestions with regard to nodeli ng.

Wth regard to partnerships -- there was
a concern that the | anguage -- these entities
shoul d al so be consulted for their ongoi ng
scientific climte expertise, and in the
devel opnent of scientific priorities -- so
recogni zing that sonme of this conmunicati on and
| nvol venent is already happening. And then sone

suggestions that, wthout getting too specific,
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new climate chall enges are going to require a new
way of working wth partners.

There was sone concern about the concept
of a gl obal database. Wo would adm nister this?
Who woul d protect it from hackers and so on? And
so rather than being a database that the entire
worl d m ght share, the suggestion was that the
wording be a little bit vaguer, and we just talk
about shared databases as a way to expedite
sharing of informtion.

M5. MORRIS: Pam |'mover here.

M5. YOCHEM  Yes.

M5. MORRIS: You said "consulted for
their ongoing scientific climte expertise,"” but
it says "enterprise.” What did you intend there?

M5. YOCHEM Yeah, | think that was
nmeant to be activities -- so things that they're
al ready doing -- that they'll just be
acknow edged, and that they continue to be
i ncorporated into the planning. Does that sound
right, Heidi?

Yeah, thank you. Thank you.
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M5. LOVETT: Should I continue again?

M5. YOCHEM Yep.

M5. LOVETT: Well, so -- this -- | just
didn't know if you wanted again (inaudible).

M5. YOCHEM Oh yeah, keep going. Yes.
Ckay, so the -- another general comment was to
make the climte strategy operational, not just
aspirational. So, it's not just another docunent
that sits on the shelf.

There's a di scussion about capacity and
limtations. And | think, again, there's nore
specific information in the second section of the
docunent on that.

Then there was this conment about the --
in the climte-changed world. | believe the
original wording was that historic data are
obsol ete or not useful. And so the thinking was
that the useful ness of historic data can vary.
Sonetinmes it is useful; sonmetines it's not. And
so that wordsmthing occurred. And there was al so
a desire to incorporate, wherever possible, new

t echnol ogi es and efficiencies. So, that
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(i naudi bl ) was added.

Now we drop down to the nore specific
comments, objective by objective, and, again, |
didn't attend the in- person workshop, but | heard
fromthe MAFAC nenbers and staff who did that
there was a I ot of concern about sone of the
graphics in the docunent -- that they were |inear,
and that climate change is nore of an iterative
process, and that things should be circular and so
on. And so | think you'll see several comments
that try to nmake that point.

The ot her discussion here has to do with
t hese clinate-based reference points. And there
was sone thinking that perhaps this was getting
down too nuch into the weeds -- a |ot of
specificity here, and that this wasn't all
necessary -- all these specific exanples -- but
that it would be hel pful to have the process
descri bed, with regard to how t hese bi ol ogi cal
reference points are defined. And then, also, the
comment that sonme of the nost useful reference

points mght not be linked to i medi at e managenent
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obj ectives, but m ght be sonething that woul d be
useful farther down the line or for future
proj ecting.

So, again, a lot of these were thought
to be too specific. And if you start to specify
what reference points should be devel oped or used,
that would put too many constraints on NOAA. |It's
as if we're saying, "These are the ones that you
shoul d devel op, and you don't need anything el se."

(bj ective nunber two -- different rate.
Agai n, you see this concept of the nonlinear --
that we need to talk about continuity,
periodicity, and so on. | think this was nostly
-- the changes that we nade nostly here were
trying to nake this a little bit nore clear that
there was sone redundancy within the coment that
we tried to elimnate with these edits.

This one -- | think one of the concerns
here was the "consider strategies for | ocal
comunities to identify and protect." That
sounded a little bit too top-down to the

Subcomm ttee -- that this would be as i f NOAA were
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telling the I ocal comunities what to do. And so,
rather, it would be that we woul d encourage
scientific strategies to identify and protect as
you see critical habitat, rather than focusing on
NOAA directing the I ocal communities in particular
actions. And | think, again, the thinking was
that these real specific exanples probably weren't
needed -- or went beyond the scope of what we'd
been asked to do.

M5. LOVETT: It was also nore
restoration-focused versus science-focused, was
your conversati on.

M5. YOCHEM Yep, thank you. Ckay,
adapti ve deci sion processes -- that actually | ooks
nearly the sane to ne.

M5. LOVETT: Yeah. One commrent during
the version that was posted where there was a
di fference of opinion between a coupl e of
t askforce nenbers was whether that first bull et
should be in or out, and you all decided you
thought it was fine to maintain that bullet. So,

| had to retype it.
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M5. YOCHEM  Thank you. So, that first
strikeout reflects the cooments of one nenber of
the taskforce after the consensus docunent had
been devel oped. But that should be struck out.
O her nenbers of the taskforce disagreed, and the
Subcomm ttee al so disagreed. So, Heidi put it
back. Thank you.

This other one is sort of a m nor
wordsm thing -- where you would put the initials.

And then, again, the thinking was that
di al ogues are al ready happeni ng and shoul d be
mai nt ai ned, rather than created.

And sonme m nor changes here. So,

obj ective four -- we didn't have any changes
there. Qbjective five -- I'mnot reading these
out | oud.

We can do back, and I'll do that if you

think Heidi is scrolling too quickly.

This one -- objective six -- was the
i ssue with disease. W thought that was an
| nportant exanple of a type of indicator that

coul d be devel oped, but the way it read, it was a
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little bit too specific. And so we redrafted it
to say "identify key indicators to track and
nonitor," and then gave as one exanpl e changes in
occurrence or preval ence of diseases in wld fish
docks. And then there was a further suggestion to
| ncorporate input or collaborate with other

federal agencies that were | ooking at this factor.

Science infrastructure -- | don't think
there'll be any comments there -- and a typo fix.
And then there were sone -- the third

section has to do with comments on the

soci oeconom c research to neet the strategic

obj ectives. And | don't renenber nuch di scussion
or editing of this section.

M5. LOVETT: | don't think there was any
editing. There was no editing.

M5. YOCHEM Ckay. So, that's the
report fromthe Subcomnmttee. And as you can see,
it's not a clean docunent yet, so there would
still need to be sone tinme by NOAA staff to clean
it up, and deal wth grammatical issues, and so

on. So, | think the situation now is whether the
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full conmttee wants to act on this, or wants to
consider it and have nore discussion -- and table
it for the next neeting or interimfall or
sonet hi ng.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI: | don't think we're
going to have the luxury of tabling. | think this

is on atineline that we're going to have to

pr oceed.
M5. YOCHEM Right. That's right.
CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Go ahead, Paul.
MR. CLAMPITT: \What was it you j ust
said? | couldn't --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : W don't have the
| uxury of tabling.

MR. CLAMPITT: So, we have to do
sonet hi ng here today?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Yes, we need to do
sonething. And | want to rem nd the nenbers that
a nonth before this neeting, | sent out an enail
telling everybody, "Hey, this is on the agenda."
And one of the things that's happening to MAFAC

s, we're growing up. W're getting bigger
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assignnments. W're getting bigger tasks. And
we're getting bigger docunents. And it does nean
that we, as nenbers, have to read those docunents
ahead of tine.

And it creates a challenge for us,
because now we're left wth this kind of beefy
feedback in the context here |Ii ke we have today.

So, Paul -- yes, sir?

MR. CLAMPITT. Well, | appreciate that,
and | have read the docunents.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | know you have.

MR. CLAMPITT: And | nmade sone not es,
and | didn't participate in that Subcommttee
because | felt ny table's full, anyway. So, |'ve
been kind of waiting to take a | ook at the
fini shed docunent here, which isn't quite
finished. And so, you know, it's big. It's
cunbersone. | feel like I'd like nore tine.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | understand. So,
ny question is, would it help if we take a | unch
break, so that people can absorb sone of these

comments and take sone tine during the [unch break
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to review them and then conme back for a
di scussi on?

MR SHELLEY: Yes.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Unl ess the nenbers
feel |ike we can proceed with approval of this, |
don't really see any other way for us to go.
Julie?

M5. BONNEY: Just a process question --
so the Subcommttee sent this to MAFAC
Subcomm ttee. They kind of were the -- sone
| ssues were a little bit debated. You kind of
made a policy call in what direction to go.

So, we have two options. One would be
to go ahead and approve this, and send it on, and
then i nformthem about what the final product
| ooked like -- or to actually pass it back through
them and have them comment on those decisions. |
mean, | don't know --

M5. YOCHEM No, | don't think that
goi ng back to the taskforce is --

M5. BONNEY: -- the right way to go.

So, basically, then MAFAC woul d just go ahead and
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1 make the recommendati ons, and then the final
2 coments that go to NOAA would circle back to
3 them so they'd see what the final piece | ooked

4 li ke.

5 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Yeah. | suppose

6 t hat one outcone here could be that MAFAC approves
7 t he work product of the Subcomm ttee, and that

8 gets forwarded on. The other possibility is, we

9 sinply don't put our mark of endorsenent on

10 anything, and still forward the comment on to

11 NOAA.,

12 But the issue that NOAA has is, they're
13 wor ki ng on this docunent, and they've got to keep
14 nmovi ng forward. And now we have obtained |ots of
15 comments fromthe taskforce and | ots of coments
16 fromour Subcommttee. And what |I'm hoping we can
17 acconplish before the day's end is have sone sort
18 of consensus on forwarding a docunent to NOAA

19 But the escape route would be if we're
20 unabl e to approve sonething, we could sinply

21 forward it on, saying, "This is what was conpil ed,

22 but MAFAC takes no position.” And we did that
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once before with a docunent that cane through a
simlar process with the rec fish group, where we
weren't able to agree, necessarily, on what was in
t hat docunent that cane fromthe taskforce, but we
were at |least able to refer those coments onto
NOAA so that they could take action on them

Julie?

M5. MORRIS: Well, | would prefer to
have MAFAC comment on the work and not just pass
it through.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | agree.

M5. MORRIS: And if you, as Chairnman,
told nme, based on what you know now, vote it up or
down, | would vote yes. There's things that |
found that | went through the docunent that aren't
really featured in the comments, so |l'd like to
know nore fromthe people who participated in the
process about, you know, whether there was any
di scussi on about those issues.

And so if we had nore tine to tal k about
it, I would bring those up. But they're not the

ki nds of things that | need to tal k about before |
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can say | support those comments.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay.

M5. YOCHEM Yeah, and | would just say
t hat was one of the thought processes that the
Subcomm ttee went through, as well -- is one of
the things that we tried to focus on nost when we
got the docunent back fromthe taskforce was
whet her we saw any glaring issues that we just
felt we couldn't live with -- or huge gaps that
had not been addressed at all.

And, as you see, the changes were nostly
small ones, | think. W didn't think that there
were bi g hol es.

| defer to you, M. Chairman. Should we
break for |unch, and cone back and continue the
di scussi on?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : |'ve heard -- Paul
seens to desire the chance to | ook over this
docunent and spend sone tine. Julie, |I'mthinking
"' m hearing you say you'd be willing to vote right
now and give it a vote of approval.

| m | ooking for sonme other dialogue from
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ot her nenbers as to what the preferences are --
because, | nean, in ny view, if we can get this
done, I'll get it done. You know, there's been a
| ot of smart people that have worked on this
docunent and given a lot of really thoughtful
comments. And I'mwlling to accept the warts
that cone along with it, and pass it on as
sonething that neets a decent quality standard.

Now can we nmake it better? |'msure we
can. But it's the price of tine and investnent of
our effort to nmake it a little bit better
docunent. That's what |'mwestling with. And
|'"d |Ii ke sonme perspective from other nenbers.

Do we plow forward, or do we take a
br eak?

M5. YOCHEM | nean, is there anybody
but Paul who has sone | anguage maybe that you
woul d I'i ke to see added -- or how extensive are
your conments?

MR. CLAMPITT: Well, | don't think
they're extensive. | guess | could get going on

it.
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M5. YOCHEM  Any other nenbers want to
wei gh in?

M5. LOVETT: Paul, are your conments
potential edits to this docunent?

MR. CLAMPITT: Well, | suppose. | nean,
under nunber one -- urgency and risk -- | felt
that the original docunent spelled out there was
pl enty of urgency and risk, you know.

| think, you know, fromthinking about

climate change and the potential for damaging the

ecosystem-- the notes | had -- you know,
precautionary principle -- you know, it works both
ways. | nean, it works better if, you know,
you're looking at -- there's also the potential of
danmage of doing too nmuch. | nean, you know, you
give up -- if you're going to throw in these
nodels, then it's going to -- you're going to say,
wel |, you know what? |In 20 years, we're going to

have a little problemin the single-fish fishery
because of ocean acidification or whatever, so we
better cut back half right now

And you're giving up sonething, you

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page: 207

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

know, that the nation needs on a prediction that
may or may not happen in the future. So, | nean,
It works both ways.

| think, you know, the original docunent
-- | don't think needs to add any nore urgency or
risk toit.

And | guess | |ooked at the docunent. |
think it's page 39 -- and | don't know if this --
and in your docunent, you don't really address
this, but it says -- page 35, line nine -- it
tal ks about the fact that these clinmte nodels
don't deal very well with short-term probl ens
three to five years out.

And | think that's an issue we're going
to happen. | nean, and | like the fact that --
you poi nted out that imrediate data is still
necessary. | saw that you picked that up. But |
t hi nk maybe that should be stressed, especially if
you're a commercial fisherman; you depend on stock
anal ysis, and you depend on accurate, tinely data.
And what | fear is, you know, unsure predictions

on clinmate in the future could influence that.
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Now t here's sonme areas where it works,
| i ke sardines. Cbviously, you know, you go back
many years, and you can see there's a relationship
-- but other things, not so much. And so | think
that really needs to be stressed -- that these
climate nodels are fine, and it should be
devel oped and used for predictions you can conme up
Wth -- but I think it can be overstated, and that
we need to have accurate, tinely -- we can't give
up on accurate, tinely data.

And just to finish -- Eileen -- | asked
her, are we going to give up this imedi ate stock
assessnent in favor of these climte nodel s? And
she started to say, "Wll, yeah, you know, that'd
be very handy, because it would be cheaper."” And
then Richard kind of said, "Ch no, wait a m nute.
We're going to continue using our data that we
have." And that nmade ne feel better -- but |
t hi nk she's your boss.

So, that kind of bothered ne a little
bit, and so we're dealing wth this huge docunent

-- 81 pages, by the way. And those are ny -- |I'm
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not so sure | trust the total predictability of
these clinmate nodels. | nean, if you | ooked at

Ci sco's amazing presentation -- wow. They're
going to take a climate nodel, and they're going
to suggest that (inaudible) going to collapse.

And that's going to affect the market for feed in
Asia. | nean, really? |Is that what we need to be
doi ng as a resource nmanager? | nean, do we have
to worry about Pacific anchoveta?

| nmean, | worry that so nuch effort's
going to go to these expensive nodels that we're
going to lose the ability to do our tinely and
| nportant stock assessnents and ot her research
that we need to operate our fisheries.

And |' m done.

M5. YOCHEM  (kay, thanks for your
comments, Paul, and | think your comment about not
just focusing on nodels to the exclusion of adding
new data, and the idea of incorporating new
met hods of data collection, data efficiencies, and
so on as we develop them-- | think that ny

understanding is the taskforce noticed that, and
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t hought that they had addressed it in the
docunent, and then the Subcommttee went a little
bit farther, and even tried to address it further.

And one of the things was, |ike |I said,
putting data back into that section on nodeling.
It was there, but making the point that although
we're going to discuss nodeling, we have to
continue to have the data inputs -- and then al so
this concept of there's not an inexorable march in
one direction, you know, with the |inear approach
to maki ng evaluations and so on -- that there's
f eedback | oops, and needs to be nore circul ar, and
things |ike that.

|s that -- those of you -- Col unbus, and
Peter, and Heidi -- who were part of the
di scussion -- and Keith -- who were part of the
t askf orce and Subcomm ttee di scussion -- do you
agree that this is sonething that the taskforce
consi dered, as well?

MR. BROMWN: Yeah. And, Paul, to your
point, | think that many of us -- and | think the

fl avor of the discussion within the taskforce was
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that we're not just |[imting ourselves to
deci si ons based on nodels. And nodels are not the
only tool that are necessary to get us to where we
need to get to.

W al so nentioned that there are a | ot
of ongoing activities and reports that have been
devel oped by other entities that NOAA has been
participating in that have lent a | ot of credence
to your concern and the problens that decision
makers have with using nodels to nake deci sions.

So, | think (inaudible).

MR. MERRICK: You may not realize this,
but NOAA has its own (inaudible) it's called the
NOAA Sci ence Advisory Board. They also have a
climate working group (inaudible) and I
specifically did not want to go to them for advice
on our climate strategy (inaudi ble) because of
that, exactly -- because what they'd be telling us
to do would be, we need to have better downscal e
nodels. And that's the kind of advice we get from
them And | don't need that advice. Wat | need

Is the advice that Paul's giving us -- keep us on
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track and nmaking sure that we're trying to bal ance
both short-term needs and | ong- term needs.

So, | encourage you to keep (inaudible).

MR, OKONI EWBKI:  Well, I'mnot on the
Subcomm ttee, but | sat in yesterday, maybe just
bel ongi ng to show up, | guess. But to Paul's
point, it's the exact point | was attenpting to
drive into this.

We need enpirical data to show, is
everything a stressor in this nodel? | don't
think so. | think sonme changes are going to be
good for certain types of species, and sone are
not .

But you see that in ocean conditions
that change all the tinme. This one may be
sonet hing we can develop a trending pattern -- but
until we do, and we see the results of the
enpirical data to support the prediction, |I'm
really remss to start naking decisions about how
we manage our fisheries preenptively, so to speak.

And so | agree pretty nuch totally wth

what Paul's point of viewis, and that's one
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reason | interjected a little bit in there about
the i nportance of not just the nodeling but the
data collection. | think it's even nore inportant
than it has been in the past.

And oceanographic-type work is going to
have to conpl enent just the stock surveys in a way
t hat maybe you can start maki ng sone connecti ons
that we haven't been able to so far. But | really
-- like Paul, I have a certain reticence to just
junmp off a cliff and find out if we got our
parachut e packed or not, because our businesses
depend on fish -- catching it or producing it in
aquacul ture or whatever it is. There's no doubt
in my mnd that climte change is going to have
sone inpact on that, and understand it is very,
very inportant.

But to outguess it -- no matter how
intelligent we are or how good of conputers we've
got -- | think is not wwthin our neans quite yet.

M5. YOCHEM Heidi, could you go to
nunber seven under Section A? | think that's

where, M ke, sone of your coments were
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I ntroduced. Again, this first part is just the
footnotes noving up. Do we need to -- scroll back
up a m nute.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  The very | ast
sentence (i naudi bl e).

M5. YOCHEM Yeah, right. Do we need to
strengthen that coment and provi de sone nore
speci fic exanpl es?

MR, OKONI EWBKI:  Well, from ny point of
view, you couldn't stress it enough. But | think
| said at the end there that | was confortable --
once we had it enbedded in there -- that | was
wlling to let you cone up with the | anguage.

And | think I'd like to see it alittle
stronger nyself, but just whatever the Committee
here is willing to do.

M5. YOCHEM W get sone insight, maybe,
from NOAA staff? | nean, | take your point that
this tal ks about data collection necessary to
support robust nodeling. But what |'m hearing you
say is there are other reasons for data collection

besi des just robust nopdeling -- to continue to
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support stock assessnents and ot her short-term
managenent obj ecti ves.

MR, CLAMPITT: Well, | don't want to see
support for robust nodeling overshadow t he need
for robust stock assessnents that we have that are
on imedi ate tinme scales, not 30 and 20 years from
Now.

MR. SHELLEY: | think that phrasing is
perfectly consistent wwth the taskforce
di scussi on.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : |I'mstill trying to
figure out where I"'mgoing to go. | allowed the
conversation to take place a little bit so | can
get a flavor of, where are we as a body?

| have (inaudible) Paul, do you have
specific comments that you have on the docunent
that we could add into --

MR. CLAMPITT: Well, like | said, | was
going to see this finished docunent, and | was
going to put sonething together. And if we were
going to break for lunch, | was going to sit in

here, and | was going to --
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  And do sone written
conment s.

MR. CLAMPI TT: Yeah.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Okay -- because I'm
wondering if there's a way to get additional
witten cocmments at sone point, even if it's just
attaching themto the docunent.

And | think this conversation is hel ping
me understand -- and what | want our body to
digest is, in the future, we're going to have this
probl em again and again. W're starting to
devel op bi gger docunents. W're starting to
tackl e bigger tasks. W've got a taskforce that's
doing work and bringing it to us.

So, what we're going to need to start
devel opi ng are sone new practices, where nenbers
are going to have to send specific comments when
t hey have them ahead of tinme, so that they can be
processed at the Subcommittee level. And the
stuff that conmes out of the Subcomnmttee that then
I s brought back to the full coommttee is going to

be in a much nore packaged format. \While there
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may be sone room for di scussion and sone
negotiation, | don't think we're going to have the
same |uxury that we've had in the past of going
through, line by line, all the different things
that get generated by all the subcommttees --
because as we start doing nore work, we just don't
have enough tine in the space that we have.

So, | ooking ahead -- just keep in m nd
that nmenbers' comments should cone as early in the
process as you can. Send text to the subcommttee
chairs so that they can digest things, and then
bring that back to the full commttee for
di scussi on.

And | al so want to encourage the nenbers
to please communicate with ne even after today's
neeting. G ve ne your suggestion and ideas on how
we can better operate our neetings. And should we
have t el ephone conference calls ahead of tine when
we have these kinds of docunents working their way
t hr ough?

The challenge |1've got is, | know NOAA
staff has got a 2:30 deadline. They've got an
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all -hands neeting, and I'mtrying to help sone of
them make their neeting. | know sone of us are
hungry and want to get to lunch, and I'mstill
trying to figure out, what can we get done wth
all the work that's taken place to date so | can
get a neani ngful docunment to NOAA that reflects as
many conments as possi bl e?

Paul, | don't want to discount your
comments at all. | want themto be considered. |
want themto be part of the package in sone
appropriate way.

Hei di, did you have your hand up where
you were trying to offer sonething -- or was it
M ke?

MR OKONIEWBKI: | did. | think in one
qui ck sentence, it's, the downstreaminpacts are
the immedi ate i npacts that the changes are create
-- if we lose track of those inpacts, | guess --
or howthey're interacting -- then I think we're
just looking at the climate in general and naking
assunpti ons about what those inpacts are.

That's where | think the enpirical data
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I S nore necessary than ever -- and probably going
to demand nore ship tinme and ot her things that
nobody's prepared to pay for.

MR. MERRICK: That's an inportant point,
and havi ng your support for that is key, because
| " m having an ongoing battle with the science
staff about whether we should just do fish
surveys, or whether we shoul d bal ance that nore
W th sone ecosystem surveys. They don't
under st and sone of these other issues (inaudible)
underlyi ng information.

MR. AMES. The changes that are
occurring are occurring at different rates in
different places. Current tide is a very conpl ex
-- @l f of Maine is a horror story for trying to
project -- you mght be able to project 100 years
ahead, but because of the confluence of current
tide that's in the area, there's a very good
chance that whatever nodel you conme up with is
going to be way out in left field.

So, if you don't have ongoing nonitoring

of the system vyou can't tell when the changes are
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1 going to occur. If you continue relying on
2 enpirical data, then you can cone out ahead of the
3 game. You know, the long-term (inaudible) trend,

4 and it will be different south of the Cape than it

5 is north. But you'll know where you're at in that
6 changi ng process. Paul's right on.

7 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Bob and Julie?

8 MR. RHEAULT: So, shellfish have been

9 the poster boy for ocean acidification for sone

10 time. |'ve testified in front of Congress on this
11 and given many tal ks. | have sone qual ns about

12 the portrayal on page 14. |It's just not quite

13 scientifically accurate. | would Iike to have the
14 chance to do a little bit of wordsm thing and nake
15 it proper. And | don't think I can do that --

16 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | understand. Bob
17 wants a little bit of tine. Paul wants a little
18 bit of time. |'mseeing -- can we do 45 m nutes
19 for lunch? WII that work for everybody -- give
20 sone fol ks a chance to do what they have to do?

21 Ckay, let's take a 45-m nute | unch

22 br eak.
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(Recess)

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Just sonet hing |
realized | needed to clean up for the record was,
we had a public coment period that was on the
schedul e yesterday, but there was nobody in the
roomat all. So, | just wanted that to be
officially on the transcript to reflect that --
that at 1:00, we had that tine. Ken did the
i ntroduction (inaudible) on Friday at that point,
but there was no public comrent.

And |1'll note again that there's nobody
fromthe public here today, either, so | just
wanted to make sure that was clear on the
transcript.

| know that people had a chance to go
back during the break here, and try to create sone
| anguage. Paul, | saw you were bangi ng away at
t he keyboard; that's great. Pam you were doi ng
the sane. And, Bob, | think you had done the
sane. |'ve heard already sone feedback from
folks, and | think down the road, when we have

t hese kinds of big issues that are happeni ng,
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maybe one thing that we can do is try to have a
di scussion as a body even before we go to
subcomm ttee, and give folks a chance to help the
subcomm ttee get sone sense of the body before
t hey break out.

And eventually, what we may evolve to is
a process where day three -- today -- subconmmttee
creates their final work product, that gets
presented to the commttee, and then there's a
di scussi on and just an up or down vote, rather
t han going through the way we've done this
historically, with continuously trying to edit.

But that said, |I'mtrying right now, as
best | can, to accomopdate everybody's feedback.
|"'mstill striving to achi eve a consensus
docunent, and get sonething over the finish |ine,
and |'mcurious to hear what happens. So, let ne
say Pamfirst, and then Paul, and then Bob.

M5. YOCHEM Heidi is just doing a
| ast - m nute change. | think she now has a
docunent that reflects Paul's comments, with help

fromJulie and M ke, and then Julie Morris's
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1 comments, and, also, Bob's comments -- so if we
2 can just go through those.

3 This first one -- there was a concern
4 that the urgency statenent nakes it seemli ke we
5 need to make changes i n nmanagenent right this

6 mnute. And so since this is a science strategy,
7 t he suggestion was that we change that to "the

8 risk of inaction is in noving clinate science

9 forward." And then towards the end of that

10 par agraph, one of the things that was added by the

11 Subcomm ttee was an exanple of the risk of

12 | naction, which is the opportunity costs.

13 And so Paul et al's suggestion was that
14 we al so add a comment that there is risk to

15 premat ure action. Can everybody read that and see
16 t hat ?

17 And then, Keith, what do you think would
18 be nost productive? Should we just go through

19 t hese changes, or nmake -- sort of get a decision
20 fromthe group one at a tinme whether they can live
21 Wi th them or not?

22 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  This is stuff that
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you got direct feedback from both of them on.

M5. YOCHEM  Yes.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : So, let's try to go
through all of them and see where we end up.

M5. YOCHEM Okay. Al right. So,
that's the first one.

There were two different groups that
wanted to nake changes to this section. And |
think the highlighted part is Paul, Mrk, and

Juli e, and the underlined one is Julie Mrris's

conment .

M5. LOVETT: | couldn't get rid of the
highlight; I'"'msorry. | cut and pasted fromthe
emai | .

M5. YOCHEM  (Okay. But, basically,

these are two new additions. So, Julie Mrris

suggested this | anguage. These new approaches are

di scussed, but they're difficult to understand,

and it's not clear howthis transition is going to

happen between the exi sting nmanagenent practices
and processes that are nore inforned by climte

Sci ence.
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1 And | think, you know, one of the

2 general overarching comments of the docunent

3 previously was that it needs to be -- you know,

4 t he whol e docunent needs to be easier to

5 understand. And so maybe that's part of that.

6 And then the highlighted section is

7 attenpting to get at comments nade by a coupl e of
8 people that Dick said were inportant, which is, we
9 don't want to throw the baby out with the

10 bat hwater, in the sense of we don't want to

11 abandon current activity, enpirical data

12 collection like fish surveys, because those are

13 needed for these shorter tinescal e decisions, than
14 sone of the new approaches that operate on |arger
15 ti mescal es.

16 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : | gather that M ke
17 and Paul contributed to that.

18 M5. YOCHEM  Yes.

19 M5. LOVETT: This is one, also, that

20 (inaudible). It relates to the sane comment.

21 M5. YOCHEM  So, this was sonething that
22 happened before we broke for lunch. Ckay. Scroll
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down. | think that now we're getting to Bob's
conment s.

So, Bob had sone comments about the box
on page 14 that tal ks about [inks with shellfish
and ocean acidification. And we thought this
m ght be a place to insert that, because it's
tal ki ng about new experinental tools, and this is
a specific exanple where nore information is
needed.

And then a further comment to address
Bob's concerns is in section three, the
soci oeconom c piece. You want to scroll down to
-- | think it was the first itemon that.

M5. LOVETT: (i naudible).

MR. BROMN: | have a concern. |It's
al nost |ike you're saying, well, nmaybe ocean
acidification is not that inportant, and we need
to do these other things. And I think instead of
either/or, it needs to be nore of an and/or type
si tuati on.

M5. YOCHEM Well, perhaps we could say

i nstead of all contribute, we could say nmay al so
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-- or do also contribute -- yeah, also instead of
all. That's probably what we neant to type.
MR. BROWN. Yeah. | think when you put

the other than --

M5. YOCHEM  Thank you.

MR BROWN. -- | think we need to just
make it clear that additional areas such as
(i naudi bl e) and so forth.

M5. YOCHEM (Ckay. Then scroll down to
the section C. There we go.

So, the first piece is vulnerability
anal ysis. And Bob noted that he's often asked for
vul nerability analysis for the shellfish industry,
and his concern is that he doesn't have enough
I nformati on about the organismlevel inpacts to be
able to tal k about industry-w de inpacts. So, we
t hought this was a place we could put that
conment .

And | believe that enconpasses Julie,
Bob, M ke, Paul, Julie, and -- who el se
contributed to the cooments -- Ted, maybe -- and

-- I"'msorry -- Mke. This was the work that we
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did during lunch for the people who wanted nore
tinme to add comments to the docunent.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  |'"mjust going to
note that this is exactly the kind of MAFAC
f eedback that we should try to continue to
preserve. You know, one of the benefits of having
this entity is, we all have our niches of
expertise, and when these kinds of docunents cone

through, it's a chance for all of us to contribute

| ndi vi dual |y.
And as Chair, I'mstuck with this
dilemma. On the one hand, I'"'mtrying to get a

docunent through, a finished work product that |
can hand over to NOAA. And on the other hand, |
want to nmake sure that |'ve enbraced the feedback
of all the nenbers, if possible, and |'mtrying to
doit inalimted w ndow of tine.

So, these were great coments, and |
appreci ate everybody's contributions, especially
in such a short period of tine.

Now are there ot her outstanding issues

t hat we need to di al ogue about, above and beyond
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what's al ready been changed?

M ke, you had your hand up.

MR, OKONI EWSKI :  Well, it's just that
the line of thinking which | was attenpting to do
Is alnost identical to what is in that sentence
that's underlined about the vulnerability and
under st andi ng of the inpacts. So, you match up as
you go, rather than just kind of keep a disconnect
bet ween what's assuned and what a nodel m ght
produce, versus actual (inaudible) to find out the

| npact inplies understandi ng of what it actually

| S.
So, | like it a lot better this way.
MR, CLAMPITT: Well, the only coment |
had -- there was a section here about -- | guess
it's right there -- it was about oral histories,

and it was inportant to collect oral histories.
You know, | also (inaudible).

"' mjust wondering where that cane from
because we tal ked earlier about how the world's
changi ng, and so old data isn't of use anynore --

which | don't necessarily agree with. But was
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that put in --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : That was edit ed.
That very sentence that you're tal ki ng about was
one of the ones that was edited by --

MR. CLAMPITT: Ch, it's gone.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Right. Now it says
sone data --

MR. CLAMPITT: Okay, okay, perfect. Al
right, all right.

M5. LOVFETT: Yeah, |I'msorry. That was

M5. YOCHEM That was sonething that we
di d yesterday.

MR. CLAMPITT:. Ckay, all right. I'm
good.

M5. YOCHEM  Any other coments?

MR. RHEAULT: Let ne see the highlighted
-- part that was highlighted (inaudible).

M5. LOVETT: Yep.

MR. RHEAULT: As |ong as industry neans
both the recreational and commercial, it'd be

better. There seens to be this assunption that
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it's going to affect the commercial industry.

SPEAKER: Say fisheries, which
theoretically enconpasses aquacul ture, too.

M5. YOCHEM Fisheries, plural, instead
of industry?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Fi sheri es managenent
depends --

M5. LOVETT: Do you want (i naudible) or
fisheries?

MR. CLAMPITT: | |ike managenent. That
sounds better to ne.

M5. YOCHEM Fi sheries managenent
depends -- any ot her comments?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : That was a
productive lunch break. Peter?

MR, SHELLEY: | just -- it's a mnor
point -- that change then -- | don't know if it
was up or down -- about the robust nodeling and
not overshadow ng -- and | think maybe there needs
to be an adjective in there -- robust
cli mat e-change nodeling or sonething. | nean, the

stock assessnents need to be robust (inaudible)
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t 0o.

| think you're tal king about the
| nportance of devel opi ng these robust
cli mat e-change nodels -- shouldn't overshadow or
take away fromthe inportance of enpirical data
coll ection needed for stock assessnents, which are
al so nodel s.

M5. YOCHEM Does that address your
concern?

MR. SHELLEY: That's it.

M5. YOCHEM Okay. | think that's what
was meant .

Ckay. Any other comments?

MR, SHELLEY: [|'mjust curious about
what protocols wth this group and (i naudi bl e) of
individuals to put in their own comments on
request for coment types of situations |like this.
| don't know if you've done it often, but have we
had any di scussi on about that topic?

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI: This is the
chal | enge of agenda pl anning, and we're going

through a learning curve as we're starting to
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tackl e these kinds of bigger docunents.

One of the lessons that |'mtaking away
fromthis experience is, we should strive to get
docunents out to nenbers earlier, give nenbers a
chance to submt individual coments ahead of tine
to a designated person, try to create an
opportunity in the commttee neeting, before the
subcomm ttees break out, to have sone |evel of
group di al ogue over the issue, and then let the
subcomm ttees go and di gest the comments and the
group commentary as they work on the final
docunent that conmes out.

And if we could figure out a way to do
all that on the frontend, then what we'd be able
to do is, when we get here on day three, and we've
got a work product that cones out, we can have it
presented to the nenbers, we can have a di scussion
of it, and then we can vote up or down.

MR. SHELLEY: And to what extent is ny
organi zation's ability to comment on the draft
climate change strategy constrai ned or not by

what ever we agree to as a group?
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  This is (inaudible).

MR, SHELLEY: | wouldn't want anyone to
be di sappoi nted by anyone el se saying, hey, wait a
second. Wen you signed onto this | anguage here

CHARI MAN Rl ZZARDI :  Absolutely. And
that goes to --

VMR, SHELLEY: (inaudible) we don't trust
you anynore -- that sort of --

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Exactly. And, see,

t hat goes to consensus, right? At what point do
we accept the docunent as consensus, and at what
poi nt do you say, no, | can't even accept that
portion of the docunent at all -- and that's when
you di ssent ?

Everybody tends to have sonething in the
docunment that reflects a conprom se -- maybe they
don't necessarily agree with -- but sonetines we
all just say, you know what? This is a pretty
good reflection of what all of us think. And then
there are other tinmes when we have had very strong

di ssent, and we've had to submt mnority reports.
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And | think in the future, as we tackle
projects like this, that's going to happen again,
too. And | think we're |earning how to negoti ate
and debate these kinds of docunents, and what
ki nds of outputs we can generate. And | think
we're just going to need to continue to tweak the
process.

And | encourage you -- give nme a phone
call after the neeting; let's see how we can
continue this planning process, to get better at
this. I1'dlike to discuss this with the
| eadershi p, so when we have a tel ephone call for
t he subconmmttee |leaders -- and |' mopen to
f eedback on this.

But, certainly, | think what's happened
t oday has been hel pful. And, Pam thank you very
much for steering us through this, and using that
| unch break so effectively.

MR. RHEAULT: And just in regards to
that process -- in support of that, you know, you
get these docunents, and you think, well, "Il

deal with that when | get to the neeting -- and
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then the reality hits that you're actually in a

subconm ttee that doesn't permt you to engage.

And so doing it in advance, | think, is --
CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Thank you. Heidi?
M5. LOVETT: To Peter's point -- | was

just going to reiterate that as a FACA comm ttee,
you are all appointed as individuals, and even
t hough you have certain expertises and you
represent different stakehol der groups, it's not
| ike that group is sitting here at the table. So,
you al ways have -- and usually for things |like
this, this climate science strategy, you were
notified, along wwth a | ot of other stakehol der
groups, of the opportunity to comment. And,
certainly, that's a great individual opportunity
for you and the organi zati on you m ght cone from
to submt comments back to the agency i ndependent
of what MAFAC is doi ng.

So, we always try to keep you i nforned
of those opportunities.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Great point.
Thanks, Heidi. Henry?
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MR. SESEPASARA: Yeah, | have a question

here on the subsi stence i ssue.

M5. LOVETT: Wiat page is that on?

MR. SESEPASARA: |'m | ooking at --

M5. LOVETT: Section C?

MR. SESEPASARA: (i naudi bl e) yeah,
section C. It's just one word here that it kind
of questioned ny mnd here -- on the word native
versus i ndi genous -- because nost of our current

I ssues handling in the Pacific insular area --
we' re tal king about indi genous comunity rather
than native communities. |It's just that one word
there -- just to make it nore consistent wth what
we are doing down in the Pacific insular area
(i naudi bl e) .

MR. BROMN:. There's two |ines of thought
-- and we have to be careful that we don't mss
them And the tribes did not give up their
hunting and gathering rights -- which go beyond
geogr aphi cal | and-based or reservati on-based
thinking. And | think we have to be sensitive to

that, in ternms of how we craft that |anguage.
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And the other part is that -- well, |
think that pretty nuch covers it, because, you
know, we're noving through the community |evel as
a (inaudible) type discussion when you tal k about
I ndi genous comunities, whereas tribes have --
menbers of tribes have hunting and gathering
rights that are not limted to their conmunity.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  So, Col unbus, are
you suggesting that this should say tribal and
| ndi genous? |'mjust trying to figure out, how do
| capture your concepts?

MR. BROMWN:. | think what's happening is,
as we start changing this, we're | osing sonme of
t he thought that went into it earlier fromthe
Subcommi t t ee.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : So, did native --

M5. YOCHEM And i ndi genous.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Just help nme with
the wordi ng, because | think |I understand your
point. But if you're objecting to the deletion of
the word "native" because that |oses the tri bal

community, then that's fine. If we need to say
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“tribal" specifically (inaudible) is the
I ndi genous comunity, but if "native" captures
Col unmbus' s poi nt (i naudible).

VR, SESEPASARA: | have no problemw th
native and indi genous, just to address the concern
t hat Col unbus had here.

MR BROMN. Yeah. And | think this is
sonet hing that was brought up sonetine in a
previ ous neeting, whereas the native or indi genous
(i naudi ble) and so forth in the Pacific is
different fromthe tribal within the continental
United States in those treaties.

| think we need to give NOAA sone
(i naudi bl e) those tribal responsibilities.

M5. YOCHEM So, then, with the
exception of that m nor wordsmthing, and
grammati cal, and typo, and so on, does the
commttee feel that we have a consensus docunent
that we could vote on?

MR. SHELLEY: Yeah, | nove that we
support this docunent as a consensus position in

MAFAC to t he agency.
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CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Jul i e seconds --
okay. Discussion, Mke?

VR, OKONI EWBKI :  Just one small point --
it says continental U S. -- | think maybe entire
U. S.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : That's a good poi nt.

MR. MERRICK: You don't have to worry
about the working (inaudible).

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ri ght, because,
remenber, at the end of the day, what we're
proposing here is the commentary on the NOAA
docunent. They will be going back and maki ng
changes to their own docunent. So, it's not I|ike
this language is what's going to be reflected as
the ultimate public position. W're giving
feedback to NOAA that they will adapt and
i ncorporate into their docunent.

| think there's been a I ot of thought
and effort that's gone into this, and really
appreci ate the feedback.

Any ot her discussion? ay. Seeing no

further discussion, all of us in favor, please say
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aye.

MULTI PLE: Aye.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any opposed?
Congrat ul ati ons, everybody. That was a big
effort. WIlIl done. Thank you, Pam Al right.
So, we get to wind dowmn now W have a fishing
trip scheduled for tonmorrow that will include al
sorts of great opportunities to |earn about how we
pi ck and rel ease fish, and how (i naudi bl e)
appropriate rel ease can |l et them have increased
survival rates. And |I'mlooking forward to seei ng
that technol ogy in action.

| know sone of us need to go get our
permts taken care of and go get sone things, but
we' ve got sone basic housekeeping, and | want to
wal k t hrough that before we adjourn.

So, Heidi --

M5. LOVETT: It would be good to get a
cl ean, new headcount of who's participating
tonorrow, because we were going to order sone
taxis to be here for people at 5:45 in the norning

-- because Ken suggested we be at the docks at
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1 6:00. So, if we could get that -- or cone up to
2 me after, or raise your hands -- that way we can
3 be cl ear.

4 CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  So, hands up if

5 you' re going fishing tonorrow.

6 M5. LOVETT: And, Heather, are you --

7 oh, you're not going to go (inaudible)?

8 MR, SHELLEY: [|'mgoing, but | won't

9 need a taxi. So, you're only doing a taxi count,
10 ri ght?

11 M5. LOVETT: Yeah.

12 MR, SHELLEY: Yeah, but | am goi ng.

13 M5. LOVETT: So, 13. You're going to be
14 on your own. So, there's 17 people tentatively;
15 we have two ot hers, too.

16 VR. SESEPASARA: Right, and we'll be

17 driving there, too, if we can get the address.

18 M5. LOVETT: H&M Landing is ny

19 understanding, so |'lIl have to go back -- yeah.
20 M5. LUKENS: [It's in the email that she
21 sent out |ast week that --

22 M5. LOVETT: Yeah, I'll resend that to
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everybody. So, you're going to (inaudible)?
VR. SESEPASARA: Yeah, they're both
her e.
M5. LOVETT: They're both here. Ckay --
and to go in the taxis, too?
MR. SESEPASARA: No, no, we'll --
M5. LOVETT: You're driving yourselves?
MR. SESEPASARA: Yeah.
M5. LOVETT: Got it. Ckay.
SPEAKER: And (inaudible) will drive

our sel ves.

M5. LOVETT: Ckay, show of hands t hat
m ght need a taxi in the norning? That'll be
better -- sorry -- to be clear here.

Ni ne -- okay, that'll be good. |[I'l]
just let the front desk know. They're going to
assi st. Thank you.

MR. SESEPASARA: Yeah. How do we
(i naudi ble)? How s the weather out? 1Is it cold?
I'"'mfroma very warm area (i naudible).

M5. LOVETT: | woul d suggest jackets.

SPEAKER: Layers are al ways good --
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sunscreen (i naudi ble).

M5. LOVETT: Al right. So, another
point of order -- since three people have asked ne
-- after we're done, we can go up to the | obby,
and 1'Il help people who still need to get a
permt, because |'ve been told you can print out
in the lobby. And I'll help direct you for that.
| think there's three of you so far.

SPEAKER: Well, |'ve got to do it, but |
know how to do it. I'll figure it out.

M5. LOVETT: kay, thank you.

M5. SAGAR. Do you need a headcount for
how many people are actually going to be on the
boat ?

M5. LOVETT: No, | think Ken is
perfectly fine. He has a rough idea there'll be
around 20-ish now, with a few people inviting
guests. And then there's plenty of room he keeps
sayi ng.

M5. SAGAR It's a 90-foot boat.

LOVETT: Yeah, lots of room
M5. SAGAR And it |ooks like

o

ANDERSON COURT REPORTI NG
706 Duke Street, Suite 100

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



4/ 30/ 15 Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting Page: 245

|

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

(i naudi bl e) .

M5. LOVETT: Geat; thank you.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : (Okay. So, we've got
transportation taken care of. W've got permts.
Peopl e can see Heidi afterward.

As far as getting fromthe dock to the
airport, for sone of us who have tight schedul es
-- | don't think I"'mthe only one -- can --

M5. LOVETT: | suggest Uber. Uber or
taxi woul d be ny suggesti on.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Ckay. So, we need
to do that individually?

M5. LOVETT: Yeah, |I'mnot clear about
everybody' s schedul e.

SPEAKER: Sone of us are com ng back
her e.

M5. LOVETT: Yeah.

M5. LUKENS: So, what we can do is
(i naudi bl e) .

MR. CORBIN. So, what tinme wll we be
back here?

MS. LOVETT: So, the boat wll be
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| anding at 12:30. And we can do that. W can
bring a nunber of the cabs that kind of cane and
nmet us, and ask themto neet us at, say, 12:40,
giving us tine to get off the boats -- or 12:45.
So, we shoul d be back here by 1:00, approxinmately.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : Al right. More
guestions on the fishing trip?

Al right. Next neeting -- we are
schedul ed for Cctober 13, 14, and 15 in Silver
Spring (inaudible) please mark that one on your
cal endar .

M5. SAGAR. And we'll get that up on the
website (inaudible).

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI : O course, there
wi Il be opportunities for folks to participate in
various things over the course of the sumer. |
am anticipating there's going to be a couple of
conference calls. I'mcertainly going to be
putting out a Google poll for the | eadership and
the subcommittee chairs to all gather together to
tal k about next steps.

| think we also heard from Ei | een
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yesterday with this Presidential Taskforce --
noving forward with the IUU i ssue, and identifying
traceability, and how that (inaudible) sone of the
stuff that MAFAC previously tackled. | spoke with
Jul i e Bonney about this yesterday, and she and |
were going to help try to take MAFAC s comments
fromlast year on sustainability and traceability,
try to make them responsive to the Presidenti al
Taskf orce docunent, and then convene sone sort of
t el ephone conference neeting for MAFAC to take a
revi sed version of that docunment, and see if we
can get a consensus agreenent so that they can be
subm tted, because we can't wait until the October
meet i ng.

So, that's one itemthat | am
anticipating will take place over the summer, in
addition to the other itens associated wth the
Aguacul ture Taskforce or the dimte Change
Taskforce, and any of the other initiatives that
subconmm ttee chairs have tackled, including Julie
Morris and the recovery efforts.

So, things are not going to be qui et
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bet ween now and October. There will be nore
things for folks to do. And please keep your eyes
out for the various email correspondence on all of
t hat .

Jenni fer?

M5. LUKENS: Just a rem nder, again,
that we're going to be | ooking for new nenbers,
and we wll be asking for help to spread the word
| ater this summer with that (inaudible).

M5. LOVETT: No, usually the call is out
for 45 days, so it would probably be early sunmer
that we'd send the notice out -- because there's
time to process.

M5. LUKENS: And | just (inaudible) I
just want to say thank you to you all for nmaking
me feel welcone here and taking the tine to chat
with ne. | didn't get to speak to everybody
i ndi vidual ly (inaudible) tonmorrow, but | really
appreciate it. I'mlearning a lot, and this is
really hel pful for ne.

The charge that has been given to ne by

Paul and others in leadership is really to nake
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the best use | can of MAFAC, and really help craft
agendas for you all, and to get that information
so that you all can work as efficiently as
possi bl e.

So, |I'mopen to ideas and suggestions on
running a neeting, and process, and efficiency,
and that type of thing, in addition to the policy
| ssues that we tal ked about.

So, thank you -- and thank you to Keith
and to (inaudible) for stepping in on ny first day
-- and also to Heidi, and Heather, and Christina,
who have done -- and you don't see a | ot of the
stuff that they do, but they nake it so | can sit
here (inaudible) up and around. So, thank you
al | .

MR. DOREMUS: Likew se, on behalf of the
NOAA | eadership team | thank the work of the
committee, the Chair and Co-chair in particular.

" mvery excited about the direction that you're
taking with the working group effort. These are
(i naudi bl e) the strategic issues that fisheries

| eader shi p, headquarters and in the field, are
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focused on, and we're going to benefit enornously
fromyour views and consideration. So, we're very
exci ted about the agenda you've set out on, and
thank you in particular, Keith and Julie, for

| eadi ng us through the | ast couple of days.

| hope you all have a wonderf ul
experience tonmorrow. |I'msorry I'mgoing to mss
it. | have to get back to D.C., but we're really
| ooking forward to our followp neeting
(i naudi bl e) as you all press forward.

Qur | eadership council is neeting next
nonth, and we're constantly aligning the work, to
the best extent we can, of our longer-term
thinking on priorities and strategy with the work
of the commttee. And that's what, indeed,

(i naudi bl e) speaking to there. So, we're very

pl eased to see the focus that you all have taken,
and are | ooking forward to seeing (inaudible).
Thank you.

CHARI MAN RI ZZARDI :  Any further nenber
busi ness? Gkay, this neeting is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the PROCEEDI NGS were
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C
COVMONVEALTH OF VIRG NI A

|, Carleton J. Anderson, IIl, notary
public in and for the Commonwealth of Virginia, do
hereby certify that the forgoi ng PROCEEDI NG was
duly recorded and thereafter reduced to print under
nmy direction; that the witnesses were sworn to tell
the truth under penalty of perjury; that said
transcript is a true record of the testinony given
by wi tnesses; that | amneither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to
the action in which this proceedi ng was cal |l ed;
and, furthernore, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by the
parties hereto, nor financially or otherw se

interested in the outcone of this action.

(Signature and Seal on File)

Notary Public, in and for the Commonweal t h of
Virginia

My Conm ssi on Expires: Novenber 30, 2016

Not ary Public Nunber 351998
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