
May 31, 2012 

Fishing Year 2012 Mid-Atlantic Charter/Party and Recreational Vessels  
Federal Minimum Fish Size and Possession Limits 

 
This summary provides a broad overview of restrictions and requirements for the recreational fishery in Federal waters, 3-200 miles offshore; it is not a substitute for the 
regulations. You are strongly encouraged to read the cited regulations to fully understand how these fisheries are managed. Please keep in mind that if the Federal 
minimum size, possession limit, and/or season differ from the regulations for the state in which you will be landing, you must follow the more restrictive regulations. 

 

Summer flounder (Fluke)* 
50 CFR 648 Subpart G 

 
Please see the regulations  

for the state you will be fishing in. 

Squid (longfin and shortfin) 
50 CFR 648 Subpart B 

 

 
Longfin 

 

 
Shortfin  

 

All year, no possession limit, no minimum size. 

 

Butterfish 
50 CFR 648 Subpart B 

 
All year, no possession limit, no minimum size. 

Black Sea Bass 
50 CFR 648 Subpart I 

 
Open 1/1 – 2/28 (15 fish limit); 

5/19 – 10/14 (25 fish limit); 
11/1 – 12/31 (25 fish limit) 

12.5” minimum size 

Tilefish 
50 CFR 648 Subpart N 

 
All year, 8 fish limit, no minimum size. 

Scup/Porgies 
50 CFR 648 Subpart H 

 
All year, 20 fish limit, 10.5” minimum size. 

Mackerel 
50 CFR 648 Subpart B 

 
 

All year, no possession limit or minimum size. 

Bluefish 
50 CFR 648 Subpart J 

 
 

All year, 15 fish limit, no minimum size 

Fishing for striped bass in the EEZ is prohibited. 
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 Links to state recreational seasons and size/possession limits 

ME 
http://www.maine.gov/dmr/recreational/rechomepage.html  

Click “2012 Saltwater Angling Regulations” 

NH 
http://www.eregulations.com/newhampshire/fishing/saltwater/ 

(Under Fishing Licenses and Rules, click Recreational Saltwater Fishing – Finfish) 

MA http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dmf/recreationalfishing/rec_index.htm  

RI http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/mfsizes.htm#recre  

CT http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/fishing/anglers_guide/anguide_part4.pdf  

NY http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7894.html  

NJ http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/pdf/2012/maregsum12.pdf    

DE http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/fw/Fisheries/Pages/RecFishSizeSeasonCreel.aspx  

MD http://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/fishing_guide/guide.pdf  (Starts on page 31) 

VA http://www.mrc.state.va.us/regulations/swrecfishingrules.shtm  

NC http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/recreational-fishing-size-and-bag-limits  

Scup: 50 CFR 648 Subpart H 
 

Bluefish federal regulations: 50 CFR 648 subpart J. ~Maine: no bait with treble hook; no more than 2 treble 
hooks per lure 

*Summer flounder: Federal coast-wide regulations are put in place each year for summer flounder. States or groups of states implement individual 
measures through ASMFC. Please check the regulations for the state you will be fishing in.  
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