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Background 
• NMFS has authority to charge permit fees to recover 

administrative costs under five statutes. 
• Historically, each NMFS permitting program individually 

decided whether or not to use the authority, resulting in 
inconsistent permit fee policies around the country. 
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Objective: 
• Implement a consistent policy across NMFS of 

recovering administrative costs from applicants 
(costs associated with application review, certification, and 
permit issuance). 

 

• Issues to be resolved:  
o Retention of permit fees in NMFS accounts 
o Harmonization of regional application, review, 

certification, and issuance 
o Establishing a uniform online application and 

payment option 
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Key Principles 
1. Office of Science and Technology, under the Fisheries 

Information System (FIS), had responsibility to develop 
and manage a plan to transition to this new policy. 

2. To assist and monitor implementation, a Leadership 
Council subcommittee was created comprised of the 
NMFS CIO, Northeast Regional Administrator, and 
directors of ST, SF, MB, EN. 

3. Implementation of the policy was to be fulfilled within 18 
months. 
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Key Principles (continued) 
4. FIS Professional Specialty Group for Permits would 

provide technical support to the project leader. 
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5. FIS budget line would provide 
funding support for project 
design and implementation. 



Current Status 
• List of permits was compiled (currently being updated). 
• But effort to provide consistency has stalled.  Some regions 

charge a fee; others do not.  Incentive for change is weak: 
o Regional regulations would have to change in those areas 

that do not currently collect fees, to allow future collection. 
o Legislative change would be needed to be allowed to keep 

most fees (only High Seas permit office has authority to keep 
fees collected). 

• Effectiveness of Policy -- ?? 
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Discussion? 
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