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Purpose 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Observer Program (NOP) enters into 
this agreement with the National Ocean Service (NOS), Marine Debris Program (MDP) to 
establish a general framework under which NMFS regional observer programs may collect and 
provide marine debris information to NOS/MDP.  Through this agreement, NMFS regional 
observer programs may develop partnerships with NOS/MDP under which observer information 
is collected and provided to NOS/MDP (information exchange partnerships).   
 
Background  
 
The Marine Debris Research, Prevention, and Reduction Act of 2006 directs NOAA, through its 
MDP, to “undertake marine debris mapping, identification, impact assessment, prevention, and 
removal efforts, with a focus on marine debris posing a threat to living marine resources and 
navigation safety.”  The MDP, which is housed within NOS, has been in place since 2005.   
 
NOAA Fisheries coordinates observer program management through its Office of Science and 
Technology/National Observer Program (NOP), which was established in 1998.  Fisheries 
observers are placed aboard commercial fishing vessels to collect data on fishing activities, 
including catch and bycatch, gear, and fishing operations.  Federal fisheries observer programs 
are authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act, the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act, and the Endangered Species Act. 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/directives/


Derelict fishing gear (DFG) impacts U.S. fisheries through active gear entanglement, hazards to 
navigation, catch of target species, and damage to habitat.  Collecting data on the impacts of 
marine debris to commercial fishermen is an important step in carrying out both the mandates of 
the 2006 Marine Debris Research, Prevention, and Reduction Act, and also of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, which directs NMFS to manage and conserve U.S. fisheries.  A partnership 
between the two programs will provide a unique opportunity to collect critical information on the 
impacts (e.g. lost time from fishing, cost of repairs), of marine debris on U.S. commercial 
fishermen.  This agreement responds to that need, 
 
Signators: 
 
Ned Cyr; Director, NMFS Office of Science and Technology 
David Westerholm, Director, NOS Office of Response and Restoration  
 
Attachments:  
 
1.  Memorandum of Understanding between the National Marine Fisheries Service, National 
Observer Program and the National Ocean Service, National Marine Debris Program. 
2.  Example of a region-specific agreement.   
 






















