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Tuna fisheries in the Pacific Ocean as a whole catch 
about 2.7 million mt of fish, with US fisheries 
catching about 5 percent of the total. Most of the catch
is taken by fleets of high seas longliners and purse 
seiners from countries such as Japan, Taiwan, Korea 
and the nations of Central and South America. More 
recently, Pacific Island countries such as Papua N
Guinea have grown in importance in terms of thei
large scale purse-seine and longline fisheries. S
scale artisanal longlining is also conducted in Pacific 
Island countries like Samoa and in South America, 

where there are thousands of small scale longline vessels fishing in coastal w
 
The largest US pelagic fisheries in terms of tonnage of fish landed is the US purse-seine fishery, 
with catches of tuna amounting to about 90,000 mt. The US fleet of albacore trollers, based at West 
Coast ports, amounts to about 400 vessels, fishing primarily in the North Pacific and landing about 
12,000 to 14,000 mt. Some vessels from this fleet also fish seasonally for albacore in the South 
Pacific, catching up to 1,500 mt. 
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Of all fisheries managed under the Pacific Pelagic Fishery Ecosystem Plan (FEP), the Hawaii-based 
longline fishery is the largest accounting for the majority of Hawaii’s commercial pelagic landings. 
Troll fishing for pelagics is the most common recreational fishery in the islands of the Western 
Pacific Region (American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, Northern Mariana Islands and US Pacific remote 
island area). The definition of recreational fishing, however, continues to be problematic in a region 
where many fishermen who are fishing primarily for non-commercial purposes may sell their fish to 
cover their expenses. 

Hawaii 
Hawaii’s pelagic fisheries, which include the longline, main Hawaiian Islands troll and handline, 
offshore handline, and the aku boat (pole and line) fisheries; are the state’s largest and most 
valuable fishery sector. A total of 3,150 fishermen were licensed in 2007 by the State of Hawaii, 
including 2,164 (69%) who indicated that their primary fishing method and gear were intended to 
catch pelagic fish. Most licenses that indicated pelagic fishing as their primary method were issued 
to trollers (65%) and longline fishermen (28%). The remainder was issued to ika shibi and palu ahi 
(handline) (6%) and aku boat fishers (1%). 

Longline Fishery: The Hawaii-based longline fishery’s catches account for the majority of 
Hawaii’s commercial pelagic landings with nearly 25 million lbs resulting in revenue exceeding 
$62.7 million in 2007. This fishery began around 1917 and was based on fishing techniques brought 
to Hawaii by Japanese immigrants. The early Hawaiian sampan-style flagline boats targeted large 
yellowfin and bigeye tuna using traditional basket gear with tarred rope mainline. This early phase 
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of Hawaii longline fishing declined steadily into the 1970s due to low profitability and lack of 
investment in an aging fleet. 

Currently, the Hawaii longline fishery is a limited entry 
fishery with a maximum of 164 permits available. Current 
participation is about 125 vessels which target a range of 
pelagic species. The fleet includes many newer steel 
longliners that were previously engaged in fisheries off the 
U.S. mainland. Vessels are limited to 101 ft in length. All 
vessels carry mandatory vessel monitoring system (VMS) 
monitored by NMFS and must submit Federal logsheets at 
the completion of every trip. Vessel sizes range up to 
nearly the maximum 100 foot limit, but the average size is 

closer to 65 – 70 ft. Almost all of the vessels are of steel construction and use flake ice to hold catch 
ooden boats persist in the fishery.  in fresh/chilled condition. A few older w

The longline fleet has historically operated in two distinct 
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modes based on gear deployment: deep-set longline by 
vessels that target primarily bigeye tuna and shallow-set
longlines by those that target swordfish or have mixed 
target trips including albacore and yellowfin tuna. 
Swordfish and mixed target sets are buoyed to the 
have few hooks between floats, and are relatively shallow. 
These sets are primarily targeting swordfish at night. Tuna 
sets use a different type of float placed much further apart, 
have more hooks per foot between the floats and the hook

are set much deeper in the water column. 

Tuna vessels may currently range out to 1,000 nautical miles (nm) but generally make trips within 
500 nm from Honolulu. Prime tuna fishing grounds lie to the south of the MHI and towards 
Johnston Atoll. The swordfish grounds center around the sub-tropical convergence zone that forms 
north of the Hawaiian N. Catches by the Hawaii fleet also include mahimahiΕarchipelago near 35 
(dorado), wahoo, blue and striped marlins, opah (moonfish) and monchong (pomfret). The Hawaii 
fishery does not freeze its catch, which is sold for the fresh fish and sashimi market in Hawaii, 
Japan and the U.S. mainland. Almost all of the Hawaii-based longline catch is sold at the United 
Fishing Agency auction in Honolulu. It is believed that very little of the longline catch is directly 
marketed to retailers or exported by the fishermen; however, there are significant exports by 
wholesalers and retailers. 

Pelagic longline fishing around Hawaii is restricted from use within a buffer zone surrounding the 
main Hawaiian Islands which ranges from 50-75 nm to reduce gear interaction between small and 
large scale fishing methods. Further buffer zones were established within a 50 nm radius of the 
Northwest Hawaiian Islands to minimize interactions with the endangered Hawaiian monk seals, 
although these waters are now encompassed by the recently established Papahānaumokuākea 
Marine National Monument-- the single largest conservation area under the U.S. flag, encompassing 
139,792 square miles of the Pacific Ocean - an area larger than all the country's national parks 
combined.  
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