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Timeline 
• Take Reduction Plan final rule published November 29, 2012 
• Permit holder letters and compliance guide mailed on 

December 4, 2012 
• OLE outreach to fishing vessels and gear supply shops 

December 2012 and January 2013 
• Effective date of regulations: 

• December 31, 2012 – all except gear requirements 
• February 27, 2013 – gear requirements for deep-set 

fishery 
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TRP Regulatory Measures 
• MHI Longline Fishing Prohibited Area 
• Expanded content of Protected Species Workshops 
• Required posting of marine mammal handling placard 
• Required posting of captain notification placard 
• Captains must supervise marine mammal 

handling/release 
• Weak circle hooks 
• Minimum diameter for branch lines 
• Southern Exclusion Zone 
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Status of Implementation – Regulatory Measures 
Effective December 31, 2012 
• MHI Longline Fishing Prohibited Area 

• Change occurred during seasonal boundary contraction 
(October-January)  

• Monitoring compliance via VMS (Take Tomson will provide 
update) 

• Expanded content of Protected Species Workshops 
• Classroom content updated, online training update in progress 

• Expanded marine mammal ID 
• Serious vs. non-serious injuries 
• Reporting requirements (MMAP mortality/injury form) 
• TRP requirements 
• Handling/release (including videos) 
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Status of Implementation – Regulatory Measures 
Effective December 31, 2012 
• Posting of placards on longline 

vessels 
• Placards mailed December 4, 2012 

and available at Pier 38 
• Revised handling/release placards 

mailed May 10, 2013 
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Effective December 31, 2012 
• Captain supervision of marine mammal handling/release 

• Requirement is emphasized during Protected Species Workshop 
• Info on roles and actions is obtained and considered during observer debriefing 
• Sometimes not possible to comply (e.g., very brief interaction is over before 

captain can be awakened) 

• Southern Exclusion Zone 
• Developed coordination protocol for making/documenting injury determinations 
• Prepared template temporary rule package for SEZ closure, to enable faster 

implementation 
• Tracking observed interactions and reporting confirmed interactions to TRT via 

email 
• One false killer whale serious injury counted toward trigger; convened TRT 

teleconference (March 2013) 
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Status of Implementation – Regulatory Measures 



Status of Implementation – Regulatory Measures 
Effective February 27, 2013 
• Hook and branch line requirements 

• Observer data forms updated to collect info on hook 
wire diameter and cross-section shape (flat/round) 

• Initial implementation concerns 
• Hook supply – shops could not order supplies until final 

specifications known (final rule) 
• Communication/outreach to fleet 
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TRP Non-Regulatory Measures 
• Increase systematic observer coverage in deep-set fishery 

(to increase precision of bycatch estimate) 
• Notify TRT of observed false killer whales and blackfish 
• Expedite species ID and injury determinations for false killer 

whales and blackfish 
• Changes to observer training and data collection protocols 
• Expedite process of 2010 cetacean assessment survey data 

and provide results to TRT 
• Reconvene TRT at regular intervals 
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Status of Implementation – Non-Regulatory Measures 

• Increase systematic observer coverage  
• Implemented since 2011 – minimum of 15% every quarter 

• Notify Team of observed interactions 
• Emails to TRT when confirmed interactions 

• Expedite false killer whale injury determinations 
• Developed coordination protocol (further discussion 

tomorrow) 
• One “fast track” interaction -  injury determination in 19 

business days  
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Status of Implementation – Non-Regulatory Measures 
• Changes to Observer Program data collection protocol and training 

• Changes implemented; further discussion tomorrow 

• Expedite analysis of HICEAS data and provide information to TRT 
• Preliminary data shared at July 2011 TRT meeting; false killer whale 

abundance estimation paper provided to TRT in June 2012 
• Updated abundance estimates for all Hawaii cetaceans will be provided 

in draft 2013 SARs (summer 2013) 

• Reconvene TRT at regular intervals 
• December 2012 webinar, March 2013 teleconference, May 2013 in-

person meeting; future meeting schedule TBD (discuss on Friday) 
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Questions? 
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