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Outline 

1. Changes to data collection forms to incorporate new gear 
requirements from the Take Reduction Plan 

2. Changes to the Observer Field Manual 

3. Additional training requirements for observers 

4. Other TRT Recommendations implemented by the 
Observer Program 



Changes to Observer Forms 
Gear Configuration Form 

 
1- Changes to hook types 
 listed on forms 
 
2- Multiple lines for hook types 
 and sizes (no longer in comments) 
 
3- Hook Diameters recorded  
for each individual hook 
 
4- Percentage of each hook type recorded 
(no longer recorded in comment section) 

 
 
 



 
 

         Before                                   After 

Other hook types, sizes, and 
percentages would be listed 
in comment section 



Changes to the Observer Field Manual 
 Form Comments ( Marine Mammal Biological Data Form) 
• Added list of specific questions in manual, prompts on form  

• Provides guidance on data collection 
• Standardizes information recorded during interaction 
• Insures specific info requested by end users is collected at time of incident 

  

Observer Manual: http://www.fpir.noaa.gov/OBS/obs_observer_manual_forms.html 



Changes to the Observer Field Manual 
New instructions for recording hook diameters 



Additional training requirements for observers 
 Marine Mammal Identification Refresher Protocol  
• Course designed to enhance skills in marine mammal ID 
• Must be completed successfully annually  
• Focuses on cetacean species known to interact with Hawaii longline gear 
 
 



• Retention of gear related to marine mammal 
interactions 
 

• Recovery of tissue samples from gear  
(Shallow Set Risso’s Dolphin interaction) 
 
•Provide better photographic equipment 
(testing GoPro cameras) 

Other TRT Recommendations 
implemented by the Observer Program 
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