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Marine Mammal Stock Assessment Reports (SARs)  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/sars/ 

Overview 
Section 117 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) requires 3 regional 
Scientific Review Groups to advise and report on the status of marine mammal 
stocks within 

 Alaskan waters  
 Pacific Ocean (including Hawaii)  
 Atlantic Ocean (including the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea)  

The Scientific Review Groups advise NMFS and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
on 

 status of stocks uncertainties of stocks  
 research of stocks, such as research needs, impacts, and methods to reduce 

incidental mortality of marine mammals incidental to fishing operations  
 other issues that the groups or agencies deem appropriate  

Do the agencies prepare reports for all populations of marine mammals? 
No. We prepare reports only for marine mammal stocks that occur in waters under 
U.S. jurisdiction, as stated in the MMPA. 

What information can I find in a stock assessment report? 
Each stock assessment includes: 

 a description of the stock's geographic range  
 a "minimum population estimate"  
 current population trends  
 current and maximum net productivity rates  
 "Potential Biological Removal" levels  
 status of the stock  
 estimates of annual human-caused mortality and serious injury by source  
 descriptions of other factors that may be causing a decline or impeding the 

recovery of "strategic stocks"  

How is the information used? 
This information is used to 

 identify and evaluate the status of marine mammal populations and the 
effects of human activities upon them  

 authorize the "taking" of marine mammals incidental to human activities  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/glossary.htm#minimum
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/glossary.htm#pbr
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/glossary.htm#strategic
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/glossary.htm#take
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 design and conduct appropriate conservation measures  
 evaluate the progress of each fishery in reducing its incidental mortality and 

serious injury to insignificant levels approaching a zero mortality and serious 
injury rate  

How many marine mammal stock assessment reports are reviewed or 
prepared annually? 
In 1994, we prepared, with FWS, about 165 reports on marine mammal stocks in 
U.S. waters, including: 

 ~60 reports in the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico,  
 ~60 reports along the Pacific Coast of the continental United States and 

Hawaii, and  
 ~35 reports in Alaska and the North Pacific  
 ~10 reports for manatees, polar bears, sea otters, and walrus in U.S. waters 

(prepared by FWS)  

These reports are reviewed and updated annually (for strategic stocks) or every 
three years (for non-strategic stocks). The number of reports may vary from year 
to year because stock identify is subject to change, and marine mammal stocks 
may be added or removed from the list of compiled reports due to changes in 
distribution. 

 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/zmrg/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/zmrg/
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