
Dear Reviewer: 

UNITED STATI:oS DEPARTMENT DF COM R 
National Ooeanic and Atrn<>iaph..-lc Adminlnr-.tlan 
PROGRAM FPLANNING AND INT GRJl. 0 
Silver Spring, l'jiler'l~end 20910 

MAR 1 Z ZOf4 

In accordance with provisions of the National Env~ronmental Policy A~t (NEPA), we enclose for 
your review the National Oceanic and Aq:nospheric Administration (NOAA) Final 
Progrtpmmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PElS) for Hawaiian Monk Seal Recovery 
Actior,s. 

The NOAA National Marine Fisheries Servi~e is the Federal agency respol[lsible for 
mana~ement, conservation, and recovery of Hawaiian monk seals (Monachus schauinslandi) 
under the Endangered Species Act and the Marine Mammal Protection Act. The Hawctiian monk 
seal i$ the most endangered pinniped species in U.S. waters and the second most endangered 
pinnilfed in the world. Only about 1,200 individuals remain and the population is decliping. 

This final PElS is prepared pQrsuant to NEP A to assess the environmental impacts associated 
with NOAA proceeding with funding, permitting, and conducting r~search and enhancement 
activities identified in the Haw~ian Monk Seal Recovery Plan with the goal of cons~rving and 
recovyring the species. This Final PElS provicies decision-makers and the public with an 
evalq~tion of the environmental, social, and economic effects of the proposed action and 
altern~tives to the proposed action. The agency's Preferred Alternative is. Alternative ;3 (Limited 
Tran~~ocation). Alternative 3 encompasses a broa,d scope of activities including but not lim]led 
to fl~waiian monk seal population monitoring, health and foraging research, mitigating 
entanglement in marine debris, mitigating adult m11le aggression, vaccinating seals to prevent or 
slow the spread of infectious disease outbreaks, developing behavioral modification techniques 
to mitigate undesirable human-seal interactions, and conducting two-stage translocations to 
improve juvenile survival. Alternative 3 does not include any translocation option ~hat ""'ould 
involye taking weaned pups born in the Northwest¢rn Hawaiian Islands and releasing them in the 
main ~awaiian Islands. 

NOAA is not required to respoqd to comments received as a result of issuance of the Rinal PElS. 
However, comments will be reviewed and considetred for their impact on issuance of a record of 
decision (ROD). Please send comments to the re$ponsib1e official identified below. The ROD 
will be made available publicly following final agency action on or after May 12, 2014, 

Respqnsible Official: 

@ i' ' • I on Recycled J[>aper 

Eileen Sobeck 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries 
National Marine Fisheries. Service 
National Oceanic an<!l Atmospheric Administration 
1315 East West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 2(])910 



Point of Contact: 

Enclosure 

* Pnnted on Recycled Paper 

Amy Sloan 
Phone: (301) 427-8401 
Fax: (301) 713-0376 
Email: monkseal@noaa.gQ_Y 

Sincerely, 

122?:::::!; 
NOAA NEPA Coordinator 

mailto:monkseal@noaa.gQ_Y



