BP Plan of Cooperation for Simpson Lagoon Seismic Survey, 2012

Addendum, 5 June 2012

This addendum supplements information provided to NMFS in a document entitled “Supplemental Information Submission to Incidental Harassment Authorization Request for the Non-lethal Harassment of Whales and Seals during the Simpson Lagoon OBC Seismic Survey, Beaufort Sea, Alaska, 2012.”

As described in that document, the most important component of BP’s Plan of Cooperation (PoC) for the 2012 Simpson Lagoon Seismic Survey is the signed Conflict Avoidance Agreement (CAA).  The CAA is intended to minimize potential interference with subsistence hunting.  It is the result of extensive discussions with representatives from coastal North Slope villages.  Although the CAA is primarily focused on the bowhead whale hunt, it includes provisions intended to protect other aspects of subsistence hunting, including, for example, the arctic cisco fishery in Nuiqsut.  The signed CAA, which is an agreement between BP and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, is on file with the National Marine Fisheries Service.
In addition to the Supplemental Information Submission and the CAA, the following updates may be relevant.
Nuiqsut Community Meeting on 3 May 2012

Nuiqsut is the village closest to the planned Simpson Lagoon Seismic Survey and, to BP’s knowledge, the only village that hunts anywhere near BP’s planned project area.  BP met with the community of Nuiqsut on 3 May, with the following BP staff attending: Larry Wyman, Bill Streever, Cindy Bailey, Allison Erickson, and Gwen Perrin. The meeting was advertised in advance and food was provided.  The meeting itself was held in the Nuiqsut school.

About 30 people attended.  Bill Streever gave a briefing on the planned operations.  BP clarified that its operations would avoid concentrations of molting waterfowl that are sometimes found in the Simpson Lagoon area.  BP explained that helicopters would be managed to minimize potential impacts to molting waterfowl by reaching and maintaining altitudes sufficient to avoid disturbance except during takeoff and landing, and/or by routing flights around concentrations of molting waterfowl. The Arctic cisco fishery and potential impacts to that fishery were discussed for about 20 minutes, but meeting participants did not request specific measures to further minimize potential impacts to the fishery.  
BP specifically asked the community about concerns regarding polar bear and seal hunts.  Meeting participants concurred that the planned project area is not an area that is currently used for hunting.  BP also asked if there were any other subsistence hunting concerns—for example, egg collection on the barrier islands—and was told that there were not.  
BP Contacts for Nuiqsut

BP is employing Lucy Nukapigak, of Nuiqsut, as a community liaison.  In addition, Larry Wyman, who is in charge of the seismic operation, provided his telephone number as a contact in case any questions arise during the operation.  
Communication Regarding the Nuiqsut Meeting with the State of Alaska

BP provided the following summary to Alaska Department of Natural Resources:  "BPXA had an open house community meeting in Nuiqsut on May 3rd and described the project, answered questions and concerns from community members, and provided contact information for the project during operations."

North Slope Marine Mammal Observers

In keeping with BP’s plans to employ North Slope Inupiat marine mammal observers, a contract has been established with Umiaq Corporation for provision of Inupiat communicators/marine mammal observers.  Umiaq Corporation has begun the recruiting process.  
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