
Mr. George Radford 
Commanding Officer 
Environmental Affairs Ofilccr, EAD 
Marine Corps Air Station 
PSC Box 8006 
ChetTy Point, )JC 28533-0006 

Dear Mr. Radford. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atlnoepherlc Admln latratlon 
NAT ION A L M A R INE F IS H ERIES SERVICE 
Silver Spring, MD 2 0910 

JUN 2 8 2013 

Enclosed i an lncidentalllarassment Authorization (IHA) issued pursuant to Section 
10 l (a)(5)(D) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act ( 16ll.S.C. 1361 ct seq.), LO take 
small numbers of marine mammals. by Level B harassment, incidental to militaT) 
training operations at BT-9 andBT-11 at U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 

orth Carolina. 

You arc required to comply with the conditions contained in the IHA. including all 
mitigation, monitoring and reporting requirements. In addition. you must cooperate vith 
any federal, slate. or local agency monitoring the impacts of your acti ities. Along with 
mitigation measures to be incorporated, the U lA requires monitoring for the presence: and 
behavior of mmine mammals prior to, during. and after all traini g events. 

If you have any qu stions concerning the ll [A or its requirements, please contat;t 
Jeannine Cody, Office of Protected Resources (NM17S) at 30 l -427 -8415. 

Enclosm~ 

@ Printed on Recycled Paper 

Sincerely, 

Donna S. Wietin . 
Director. Office of Protected Rcsomees 
National Marine Fisheries Service 



UNITED STA1rEB DEPARTMENT CF COMMERCE 
National Cca11nlo and Atmoaph•rlo Administration 
NATIO NAL M A Fl iNE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Silver Spring, M~ 2 0910 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPIIERIC \DMI l RATION 

NATIONAL M RlNE FISHERIES SERVICE 
INCIDENTAL HARASSMENT AUTl fORIZATION 

Th .S. Marine Corps (USMC) is hereby authorized under cction I 01(a)l5)(0) of the Marine 
lammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1371 (a)(5)(D)) and 50 CPR:?. :1 6. 107. to harass marine 

mammals incidental to military training exercises at U.S. Marine Corp Air Station Cherry Point 
Range Compte. ' , North Carolina. 

1. This Au horization is valid !rom July 1. 2013 through J un 30. 2014. 

2. This Authorization is valid only for air-to-surface and surh1cc-Lo-surface training 
e .. ·ercises at specified bombing targets (BTs), BT -9 and BT- l 1, within Pamlico S und. 
North Carolina. as described in the Authorization·s application and supplemental 
informatjon. 

3. This Authorization 'tllows the incidcntaltaking of 25 botUc;!nose dolphin (Tursiops 
Jruncatus). by Level B harassment only, incid nlallo the acti ity speciJied in 2. abo 1e. 

4. The laking by Level A harassment. serious injury or death of m1y oftbe species listed in 
3, ab ve, or the takinu of an) kind of any ther species ofmarine mammal is probjbtted 
and may r suit in the modification. suspension or revocation of this Authorizati n. 

5. The taking ofm1y marine mammal in a manner prohibited Lmder this Authorization must 
be reported within 24 hours to lht! Southeast Region. NMF , 263 13th AveS uth. St. 
P tersburg, FL 33701. (727) 24-5312; and the National [arinc Fisheries crvicc 
(NMFS) Ofticc ofProt cted Resources, (301) 713-2289. 

6. A copy of this Authorization must be in the possession of ihe lead personnel on duty and 
responsible for compli<:mce with the conditions of this Authorization at the time of 
specified training exercises, perating under Lhe authority of tl1is lncidentaJ Harassment 
Authorization. 

1 * Printed on Recycled Paper 
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7. Mitigation and Monitoring Requirements 
 

 In order to ensure the least practicable impact on the species listed in 3, above, the holder 
of this Authorization is required to abide by the following mitigation and monitoring 
measures listed in 8(a)-(g).  While the primary focus of monitoring for both mitigation 
and reporting shall be on bottlenose dolphins, personnel shall also attempt to identify any 
other marine mammals that might be present within the exclusion zone.  In the unlikely 
event that a marine mammal other than bottlenose dolphin is sighted within the exclusion 
zone or determined to have been stranded, injured or killed by target operations, then the 
same mitigation measure for delay of exercises prescribed for bottlenose dolphins, or 
immediate suspension of activities, shall apply, and relevant information shall be 
included in weekly reports and post-Authorization monitoring reports. 

 
(a) Delay of Exercises:  An active range shall be considered “fouled” and not 

available for use if a marine mammal is present within 1000 yards (914 m) of the 
target area at BT-9 or anywhere within Rattan Bay (BT-11).  Therefore, if a 
marine mammal is sighted within 1,000 yards (914 m) of the target at BT-9 or 
anywhere within Rattan Bay at BT-11, training shall be delayed until the marine 
mammal moves beyond and on a path away from the 1,000 yards (914 m) radius 
from the BT-9 target or out of Rattan Bay at BT-11.   
 

(b) Range Sweeps:  The VMR-1 squadron, which consists of three specially equipped 
HH-46D helicopters (PEDRO), shall conduct a 20-30 minute range sweep (pre-
exercise) around BT-9 and BT-11 every weekday morning prior to the 
commencement of range operations.  Post-exercise range sweeps (which shall 
include monitoring for marine mammals) shall be conducted the morning after the 
exercise if the training occurred Monday-Thursday.  If training occurred on a 
Friday, post-exercise monitoring shall occur the following Monday if the range is 
not accessible on the weekend.  

 
(c) Cold Pass:  Prior to granting a “First Pass Hot” (use of ordnance), pilots shall be 

directed to perform a low, cold (no ordnance delivered) first pass which serves as 
a visual sweep of the targets prior to ordnance delivery to determine if 
unauthorized civilian vessels or personnel, or protected species, are present. 

  
(d) Range Cameras:  The USMC shall monitor for marine mammals within and 

around BT-9 and BT-11 during all training events via range cameras.  These 
cameras shall be remotely operated and manned before, during, and after all 
training activities by personnel trained in detecting protected species.  

 
(e) Delay of Operations:  If there is evidence that a marine mammal has been 

stranded, injured or killed as a direct result of target operations, the USMC would 
immediately suspend those activities within the specific target area and re-
evaluate for the presence of dolphins around the specific target.  Target-specific 
events, whether occurring at BT-9 or BT-11, shall be communicated throughout 
the range complex to ensure range management personnel are aware that an 
incident has occurred and that standard monitoring procedures at other target 
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areas remain in effect for the duration of an exercise or scheduled mission.  The 
Range Management Office shall immediately report the situation to the 
Environmental Affairs Department, who shall report the incident to Marine Corps 
Installations East and the Commandant of the Marine Corps (LFL) via the 
appropriate chain of command.  The situation shall also be reported to the NMFS 
Stranding Network, Southeast Regional Office, and Office of Protected Species.  

 
(f) Vessel Operation:  All vessels used during training operations shall abide by the 

NMFS’ Southeast Regional Viewing Guidelines designed to prevent harassment 
to marine mammals (http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/education/southeast/).   

 
(g) Stranding Network Coordination:  The USMC shall coordinate with the local 

NMFS Stranding Coordinator regarding any unusual marine mammal behavior 
and any stranding, beached live/dead, or floating marine mammals that may occur 
at any time during training activities or within 24 hours after completion of 
training. 

 
(h) Protected Species Observer Training:  Operators of small boats, and other 

personnel monitoring for marine mammals from watercraft shall be required to 
take the Marine Species Awareness Training (Version 2), maintained and 
promoted by the Department of the Navy.  Pilots conducting Range Sweeps shall 
be instructed on marine mammal observation techniques during routine Range 
Management Department briefings.  This training will make personnel 
knowledgeable about marine mammals and other protected species, and visual 
cues related to the presence of marine mammals and protected species. 

 
(i) Weekly and Post-Exercise Monitoring:  Post-exercise monitoring shall be 

conducted the morning following an exercise, unless an exercise occurs on a 
Friday, in which case the post-exercise sweep would take place the following 
Monday.  Weekly monitoring events shall include a maximum of five pre-
exercise and four post-exercise sweeps.  The maximum number of days that will 
elapse between pre- and post-exercise monitoring events shall be approximately 
three days, which would occur only on weekends.  If marine mammals are 
observed during this monitoring, sighting data identical to those collected by 
PEDRO crew shall be recorded and logged.   

 
8. Reporting Requirements 

 
 The holder of this authorization is required to submit a report on all activities and 

monitoring results to the NMFS Office of Protected Resources and Southeast Regional 
Administrator 90 days prior to the expiration of the IHA if a renewal is sought, or within 
30 days of the expiration of the permit otherwise.   

 
The report shall summarize the type and amount of training exercises conducted, all 
marine mammal observations made during monitoring, and if mitigation measures were 
implemented.  The report shall also address the effectiveness of the monitoring plan in 
detecting marine mammals.    



 4 

If a marine mammal is sighted during a range sweep or from range cameras, sighting data 
shall be collected and entered into the USMC sighting database, web-interface, or report 
generator and this information shall be relayed to the training Commander.  Sighting data 
includes the following (collected to the extent possible):  (1) species identification; (2) 
group size; (3) the behavior of marine mammals (e.g., milling, travel, social, foraging); 
(4) location and relative distance from the BT; (5) date, time and visual conditions (e.g., 
Beaufort sea state, weather) associated with each observation; (6) direction of travel 
relative to the BT; and (7) duration of the observation.   

 
9. In the unanticipated event that a specified activity at either BT-9 or one of the water-

borne target within BT-11 clearly causes the take of a marine mammal in a manner 
prohibited by this Authorization, such as an injury (Level A harassment), serious injury 
or mortality (e.g., ship-strike, direct munitions strike), USMC shall immediately cease the 
specified activities and immediately report the incident to the Chief of the Permits and 
Conservation Division, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, at 301-427-8401 and/or by 
email to Jolie.Harrison@noaa.gov and Jeannine.Cody@noaa.gov and the Southeast 
Regional Stranding Coordinator at (305) 361-4586 (Blair.Mase@noaa.gov).  The report 
must include the following information:   
 

(a) Time, date, and location (latitude/longitude) of the incident; a complete 
description of the incident; status of all training activity in the 24 hours preceding 
the incident; environmental conditions (e.g., wind speed and direction, Beaufort 
sea state, cloud cover, and visibility); description of marine mammal observations 
in the 24 hours preceding the incident; species identification or description of the 
animal(s) involved; the fate of the animal(s); and photographs or video footage of 
the animal (if equipment is available).   

 
Activities shall not resume until we is able to review the circumstances of the prohibited 
take.  We shall work with USMC to determine what is necessary to minimize the 
likelihood of further prohibited take and ensure MMPA compliance. USMC may not 
resume their activities until notified by us. 

 
In the event that USMC discovers an injured or dead marine mammal, and determines 
that the cause of the injury or death is unknown and the death is relatively recent (i.e., in 
less than a moderate state of decomposition as described in the next paragraph), USMC 
will immediately report the incident as described above.  The report must include the 
same information identified in Condition 10(a) above. Activities may continue while we 
review the circumstances of the incident. We will work with USMC to determine whether 
modifications in the activities are appropriate. 

 
  



ln the event that USMC discovers an injured or dead marine mammal, and determines 
lhat the injury or death is not associated with or related to the activities authorized in 
Condition 2 of this Authorization (e.g., previou, ly wounde I animal. carcass wiU1 
moderat to advanced decomposition, scavenger damage), USMC shall report the 
incident as de cribed above, v hh.in 24 hours of the ruscovcry. USMC shall provide 
photographs or video footage (if available) or other docLtmentation of the strand d animal 
sighting to us and the Marine Mammal Stranding Network. Activitie may continue 
while we review the ircumstanccs or the incident. 

10. This Authorization may be moditied, uspended or withdrawn if the holder fails to abide 
by the condjtions prescribed herein, or if the authorized taking is having more than a 
negligible impact on the species or stock of affected marine mammals. 

Donna S. Wieting 
Director, Office [Protected Resources 
National Mruine Fisheries Service 
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JUN 2 8 2013 

Date 
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