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Established in 1978, EWC represents 19 Alaska Native coastal communities in Bristol Bay, the Bering
Straits, the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas to advocate for and represent Alaska Native concerns
regarding federal management of the Pacific walrus. Through the Marine Mammal Protection Act’s
(MMPA) Section 119 ‘“Cooperative Agreements in Alaska”, EWC is authorized to co-manage
subsistence uses of the Pacific walrus population in Alaska’s coastal communities in cooperation with
US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).



EWC Annual Meeting, December 2012




Arctic Marine Mammal Coalition
Brief Background/Purpose

Two workshops held in March 2012 & September 2012
e March 2012 followed from ongoing discussion in 2010

* Five ANOs (AEWC, ABWC, EWC, ISC, ANC) participated representing marine
mammal hunters from St. Lawrence Island north to Beaufort Sea

e Gathered to address concerns about possible increases in maritime transport,
including commercial shipping, and whether the organizations should look for
an opportunity to combine resources to address hunters’ concerns related to

shipping.




Spring walrus harvest and travel areas for selected Bering
Strait and Norton Sound region communities

Subsistence use mapped by elders and experienced hunters. Map produced by Lily Ray, Kawerak Ice Seal and Walrus Project. Iray@kawerak org
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Walrus Biosampling Projects (ongoing)

* General health studies using teeth and blubber.

* Study of harvested females shows in 2012, 331 of the 365 (91%)
females harvested had calves. In 2011, 160 of the 225 (71%) females
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FKey Concept of Arctic Marine Mammal Coalition
“The Alaska Ifative voice is essential and is the only effective mechanism for the

protection df Alaska Native marine subsistence resources and Native culture.”
Earl Comstock

Photograph courtesy of Scott Toolie
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