Traditional
Knowledge (TK)




TK - What works well

Continue doing what we have been doing. It can
be improved, but it is better than what is being
done in many regions.

Many collections of writings by local people and
about local ways of life are available, though
seldom read.

Continue to hold meetings in villages to hear
concerns.

Protected Species Observers\Marine Mammal
Observers



TK - What works well

e Be sure to include elders, women, and
younger active hunters to your study on
Traditional Knowledge

— Have elders present to get past knowledge

— Women have additional input and information to
share

— Younger active hunters may have a “what’s
happening now” perspective on the
region/location.



TK - What works well

 Knowledge passed on for generations about:
— Environment
— Conservation
— Use of animals for determining weather patterns

— Every animal has a season to harvest and not to
harvest

— Important land and ocean use areas
— Preservation of a way of life



TK - What works well

 People are more aware of the need to solicit
and include TK and are trying to do so.

e Look at where TK has been successfully used
for guidance and lessons learned.



TK - What works well

e Models

— Northwest Arctic Borough

— Kawerak and EWC’s Ice Seal and Walrus Project

— Alaska Nanuug Commission IEK Polar bear

— Noogwook, et.al. Bowhead Study

— Huntington, et.al. 1999 Beluga Study

— Quakenbush, et.al. Bowhead Study with communities

— NSB Wildlife Department intra-staff collaborative
approach

— Barrow Arctic Science Consortium



TK - Ideas for Improvement

Take TK comments from NMFS Open Water meeting
summaries.

Summarize TK from 2013 Open Water Meeting and
present at 2014 meeting; will help to reintroduce what
was said in 2013.

Recommend that a portion of future agendas be
dedicated to TK presentation from other stakeholders
in addition to the AEWC, EWC, ISC, ABWC, and ANC.

Schedule a day long TK workshop associated with this
meeting to focus on engagement, application, and
results of using TK.




TK - Ideas for Improvement

Industry and agencies are not getting back to the
communities on how TK was used and what it resulted

IN.

Show Native communities how TK is used and
incorporated in development plans.

Some in industry and agencies are uncomfortable with
the topic, don’t know how to acquire it or use it.

Agencies need to archive, organize and share TK from
the multiple public meetings, comment letters and
research. A lot is out there, but isn’t being tracked and

used.




TK - Ideas for Improvement

e |t would be interesting to compile all data of
activities going on in one season, so the total
decibels (sound impacting sea mammals) are

added.

— Each company is reporting their results
individually, which makes it appear as though the
noise level is at the acceptable level.




TK - Ideas for Improvement

e Every federal agency has a Tribal Consultation
Policy- use them.

NEPA/EIS Process has provisions for federal
agency to unite the Tribes (federally
recognized) to engage as Cooperating
Agencies. Establish a protocol.

TK is routinely used in describing the affected
environment, but less so in assessing impacts
and designing mitigation.




TK - Ideas for Improvement

 Have a clearing house for species specific
traditional local knowledge and habitat use.

e Have one source of information for all
subsistence resources in Alaska.

 Make a movie about TK specific to oil industry
interactions and concerns. Then make
everyone watch it. (AK Sea Grant did
something like this on climate change.)




TK - Ideas for Improvement

* Traditional knowledge is a sensitive sense of
unity between nature and humans.

e More effort to combine TK along with
scientific knowledge in reports and
presentations.

* Western science should accept or prove or
have proven what we have known for
thousands of years.




TK - Ideas for Improvement

TK or local knowledge is typically not recorded in
written language, but rather learned through
experience over a lifetime. So, if a group is interested
in TK, move to the community (for a long period of
time)!

Interview hunters to document specific and general
concerns (as Michael Galginaitis does for Cross Island).

Set up “cultural seminars” for westerners to learn
about subsistence lifestyle.

Set up a well organized meeting with specific focus on
TK, targeting education of outsiders.




TK - Ideas for Improvement

* Project specific work program for TK

Community identifies a group of key elders/hunters
to participate

Address affected environment, observed trends in
environment and animal behavior

Present key information and work group results to
the community at large for feedback and revisions

Agree on how TK will be incorporated

Report back to the community on how TK was used,
influenced decisions made




