Right whales return to the First Coast

RIGHT WHALE RANGE
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after they were killed. After extensive whaling
the whales were considered depleted for
commercial purposes by 1750.

degradation and pollution. Natural predators
include large sharks and killer whales.

The species is listed as endangered by the
National Marine Fisheries Service.

expands to the English Channel and
to Iceland. By the 15005 whalers had
exhausted the North Atlantic
population and turned to the North
American coast.

hunting right whales in the Bay of
Biscay. The Basques used
watchtowers on shore to look for
the whale's distinctive twin
sprays.

Because the whales favor shallow
coastal water, they can often be
observed from the beach.

North Atlantic right whales are often
found alone or in small groups of one to
three animals, but they have also been
observed forming groups as large as 30.

Today, the right whale’s main threats are ship
collisions and entanglements in fishing gear.

Sources: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: National Marine Fisheries Service, The American Cetacean Society, Encyclopedia Britannica, Sea To Shore Alliance

while other European whalers
concentrate on whaling in the
Arctic. Meanwhile, American
whaling is in full swing, mostly
headquartered in Nantucket.

depleted for commercial fishing.
American whalers concentrate on the
sperm whale. By the 20th century, the
number of right whales left was in the
low dozens.

are first protected by
the Convention for
the Regulation of
Whaling.
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