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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: My name is Mike Payne.


 3  I work for the National Marine Fisheries Service, and we


 4  met with the IRA Council this afternoon and are hoping to


 5  have a public meeting tonight.  We will have one, but I


 6  guess it's not the best time for a couple of reasons,


 7  search and rescue and other reasons.  I'm sorry for that.


 8            But what we came here to talk about today is


 9  something we have been working on for a few years, and


10  that is the environmental impact statement on the effects


11  of oil and gas development in the Chukchi and Beaufort


12  Seas.  Before we get started, I know sometimes there is an


13  invocation.  I don't know if there is a tribal Elder here,


14  if you would like to give the invocation.


15             (A prayer was offered by Ms. Lucy Adams.)


16                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: There is a number of


17  us here tonight.  We are going from community to community


18  to talk about this.  We have been doing this for a couple


19  of years.  My name is Mike Payne.  I'm the one in the


20  upper left.  Candace Nachman, who works with me at the


21  National Marine Fisheries Service, we're both from


22  Washington, D.C.  With us tonight we have several people


23  who are contractors that are working with us:  Jon Isaacs


24  and Amy Rosenthal.  We also have Jana Lage, who is


25  with Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  And Mary Vavrik
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 1  is the court reporter tonight.  So whatever we say tonight


 2  will be kind of on the record.


 3            So what we are here to -- we're here directly as


 4  a result of a request, actually.  An individual was at a


 5  meeting we held last year, and they wanted us to stop by


 6  and let people know what was going on.  So we're here to


 7  do that.  The purpose of the meeting is to talk about the


 8  activity that we expect to occur in the Chukchi and Bering


 9  Sea related to oil and gas development in the next few


10  years.  There are several oil companies that are asking


11  for permission and getting permits to do their seismic and


12  to do exploratory drilling in both Chukchi Sea and the


13  Beaufort Sea.


14            This is the first time that they have come up


15  here to talk about drilling in the Chukchi for almost 30


16  years.  This will be the first year this year that they


17  tried.


18            One of the reasons that we are here, the


19  principal reason is that before any particular agency can


20  allow oil and goes companies to come up here, we have got


21  to make sure -- we have got to do our best to make sure


22  that the activity doesn't affect marine mammals, whales,


23  seals, walrus, beluga; it doesn't affect the ability of


24  subsistence hunters to go out and get those animals; and


25  it doesn't affect the ability to the communities to live
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 1  your life and get the food you get.  And that's true for


 2  each community.


 3            As I said, both agencies authorize permits of


 4  different kinds.  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management


 5  authorize the activity.  They are the ones that allow the


 6  exploratory, the lease sales.  They allow exploratory


 7  drilling, exploratory seismic surveys.  They do the


 8  proposed sales early on.  The National Marine Fisheries


 9  Service, our primary responsibility is to make sure none


10  of those activities affect the marine mammals.  So it's


11  kind of a dual purpose.


12            I might say now that throughout this process, we


13  have a couple of cooperating agencies, but we have also


14  been involved with the North Slope Borough.  They have


15  been cooperating agents that have been involved from the


16  very beginning, and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.


17  So we have tried to take into account a lot of the


18  information that we are getting from people from the North


19  Slope other than the agencies.


20            This is the study area.  If you look at it, all


21  the way from the left from Kivalina, Kotzebue, we are


22  trying to get to all those communities in the next few


23  weeks.  We were able to get to a couple of them last week,


24  and we got weathered out, and we will try to go back.


25  This week we are trying to do all the communities on the
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 1  Chukchi side.  So we will go to Point Hope, Point Lay and


 2  Kotzebue.


 3            The environmental impact statement is a large


 4  document.  It is.  We have been working on it for a while.


 5  And briefly, this is kind of what it does.  It looks at


 6  the effects of a lot of activities.  This is the first


 7  year that you have oil and gas drilling up here for a long


 8  time.  We don't know how much activity exactly, but we


 9  have kind of estimated.  It looks at the impacts of the


10  drilling activity in addition to everything else that you


11  have got going on.  A good example for this community is


12  it looks at the impacts on top of Red Dog.  It looks at


13  impacts of vessel traffic going into the Chukchi more and


14  more because of ice warming.  It looks at the impacts of


15  other vessel traffic and anything else that might affect


16  the availability of marine mammals to everybody.


17            One thing we have to do before we issue permits


18  is make sure that the oil companies, if they go out there


19  and do their drilling and do their seismic, have


20  monitoring plans in place to make sure that what they say


21  they'll do, they actually will do that.  They won't do


22  something other than what we permit them to do.  So if


23  they come up with an activity, we will do -- we will do


24  things to make sure that it doesn't have an effect to the


25  best ability we can.
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 1            We actually look to different people in the


 2  communities in that regard.  If there are things that


 3  Kivalina, for example, believes we should consider as a


 4  measure to prevent harm to Kivalina or to the subsistence


 5  users or to the whalers, then we would like to know that.


 6  Each community is a little bit different.  Each one of


 7  them has a different view on oil and gas development, and


 8  each of them have a different view on what they would like


 9  to see around their communities to make sure it doesn't


10  affect them.


11            The environmental impact statement is kind of


12  the basis under NEPA, which is a federal law, that will


13  allow us to go forward for the next few years.  And the


14  next few years is what we are looking at.  We are not


15  looking at anything ten years from now.  But we think we


16  have a pretty good idea of what the oil and gas companies


17  may do out here for the next three to four years.


18            These are the people that have been involved.


19  We tried to include as many people as we can.  We have


20  looked at all the sources that we can, including documents


21  that we got from different places, reports, traditional


22  knowledge to the extent that we could get it from each


23  community, or actually URS has been very involved in


24  trying to pull together what information they can find on


25  traditional knowledge.  The Alaska Eskimo Whaling
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 1  Commission has reviewed this document several times.  They


 2  have been working with us a lot, as has the North Slope


 3  Borough.


 4            So in addition to that, this is the second round


 5  of public meetings that we have had, and it is the first


 6  time we have been to Kivalina.  So we are glad to be here.


 7            Two years ago we came to all the communities,


 8  and at that time we were just thinking about what kind of


 9  alternatives -- these are the issues that people at that


10  time said were most important to them.  These were the


11  ones they were most concerned about when it comes to oil


12  and gas.  The first one is always the impact to marine


13  mammals and habitat.  Everybody was concerned about oil


14  and gas effects on the seals, belugas.  Perhaps the one


15  that scares everybody the most is what happens if there is


16  an oil spill.  And we have tried to -- we have tried to


17  look at the different alternatives for what would happen


18  if there was a spill, what we thought we needed.  And so


19  we have looked at that.  But that's still probably


20  [inaudible] what if there is an oil spill.


21            Climate change is something we can't control,


22  but it certainly is a factor.  Things are getting warmer,


23  and there is a lot less ice than there used to be.  From


24  our perspective, protecting subsistence life and the


25  animals that you depend on are of primary importance.  We
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 1  don't want anything to happen to the whale stock, bowhead


 2  stock, ice seals.


 3            Another thing that we do is every time somebody


 4  comes in for a permit we take a look at it, and using what


 5  information that's in the permit application and what we


 6  know about the area, we try to condition the permit so it


 7  has a minimum effect.  That is, if the activity occurs at


 8  a time when there is going to be some whaling, we try to


 9  steer the activity away from it.  We try to keep whaling


10  or subsistence hunting and oil and gas development


11  separate as best we can.  Wherever the two overlap, we


12  always have problems; everybody has problems.  So we have


13  been trying to direct them away from the areas that you


14  need to do your subsistence.


15            And I've already talked a little bit about this.


16  One thing I will say is that we are looking at a level of


17  activity that's much greater than anything we have seen to


18  see what the effects would be.  Up until now there has


19  only been one or two activities going on at any one time.


20  I think in the next three or four years there will be


21  several activities in any given year, but not nearly as


22  much as [inaudible].  For example, this year we will be


23  drilling this summer, so we have tried to look at that.


24            So I'm going to let Candace take over here.  We


25  have several alternatives we have looked at, and Candace
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 1  will talk about each of those.  If you have questions,


 2  just ask; otherwise, we will be done in about -- we will


 3  take questions after the presentation.


 4                  MS. CANDACE NACHMAN: Hi.  As Mike


 5  mentioned at the beginning, I'm Candace Nachman.  I work


 6  at the National Marine Fisheries Service in Washington,


 7  D.C.  And I'm going to kind of walk you through the meat


 8  of the document so you can understand what it is that we


 9  are analyzing and what it is that we really want to hear


10  from all of you.


11            While we work on getting the presentation back


12  up, I'll just go through the slides.  I kind of have them


13  in my head already.


14            Basically what you have to do in an


15  environmental impact statement is you have to look at a


16  range of alternatives.  You can't just analyze one thing.


17  You need to analyze a whole big range.  So we have


18  actually picked five alternatives to analyze in this


19  document.  And these alternatives were developed through


20  comments that we have heard over the last two years from


21  the communities, from the industry, basically from


22  everybody who has some sort of interest in this document.


23            And these alternatives look at a range of


24  activity that could occur, seismic surveys as well as


25  exploratory drilling.  And then they also analyze a range
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 1  of mitigation measures to reduce impacts both to the


 2  species themselves and also to the subsistence users.  And


 3  then we have also explored different types of monitoring


 4  so that the companies can actually go out and get a better


 5  sense of the impacts of their activities and we also have


 6  been exploring different ways for the companies to come up


 7  and interact with the communities in a meaningful way so


 8  that the measures that they put in to reduce impacts to


 9  subsistence are actually measures that are agreed to both


10  between the industry and the subsistence users themselves


11  so that it's not a one-way street.


12            I'm really sorry that we don't have the slides


13  because there was actually going to be some nice graphics


14  for you to look at.  They are hanging on the wall there.


15            So like I said, we have five alternatives that


16  we have analyzed.  The first alternative is what's known


17  as a No-Action Alternative.  It is a required alternative


18  to be analyzed in any document.  And what it means is


19  there would be no activity up here.  Industry would not be


20  getting permits from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management


21  for seismic and they would not be receiving any


22  authorizations from the National Marine Fisheries Service


23  to illegally take or harass marine mammals.  So any


24  activity that would go on would be illegal.  So that's the


25  first alternative that we have analyzed.
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 1            The second alternative looks at a level of


 2  activity that we consider a lower level, but is actually


 3  higher than anything that has happened up here in the last


 4  five to six years.  We look at the number of surveys that


 5  could occur both in the Beaufort and the Chukchi Sea in


 6  any one season.  And when you add up the numbers, it comes


 7  to a total of 16 activities in one season which, I have to


 8  tell you, is higher than anything we actually believe to


 9  happen in one season.


10            The third alternative looks at an even higher


11  level of activity from the first and second alternative.


12  And again, it's for activities both in the Beaufort and


13  the Chukchi Sea because we are looking at from Kaktovik


14  all the way down to Kivalina and Kotzebue.  And that level


15  of activity goes up to about --


16            So this is the alternative I was just talking


17  about, Alternative 2 with the lower level of activity.  So


18  once you go from nothing, this is the level of activity


19  that we go to.  And what we did to analyze this level of


20  activity within the document is we came up with some


21  conceptual examples.  And so this is a conceptual example


22  for the Beaufort side, but I'll show you the Chukchi side


23  since that's where we are here.


24            And even though we are looking at 16, that's


25  honestly not realistic in what's happened in the last few


Page 13


 1  years, so what we did is we took a more realistic picture


 2  and said if you have these activities -- and there are


 3  some circles up there which show the sound fields.  So if


 4  you put these activities in the Chukchi Sea, where would


 5  the sound fields be that the animals might be going


 6  through and how close together are they, meaning are there


 7  areas where the animals can go where there isn't that


 8  sound field or are the areas overlapping and maybe they


 9  would have to go further out to avoid it.


10            So then if we go to what I was just talking


11  about, which is Alternative 3, which is that higher level


12  of activity, we then created some conceptual examples for


13  that, as well.  And so this is the Beaufort side again


14  with a lot of the activity concentrated in Camden Bay


15  because that's where a lot of the leases are that have


16  already been sold.  And then when we come to the Chukchi


17  side, you can see that those lease sales or the lease


18  areas where companies are working are about between 65 and


19  100 miles offshore.  So then you have them all working in


20  this one broad lease sale area.  So you can see that the


21  activities themselves start to overlay a little bit.


22            So then what we did is we came up with two more


23  alternatives that really took some of the scoping comments


24  into consideration.  And what we did with Alternative 4 is


25  we took that level of activity that we consider in
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 1  Alternative 3 and we took some time/area closures that we


 2  are considering in all of the alternatives, but in


 3  Alternative 4, what we did is we made them mandatory or


 4  required.


 5            And a time/area closure means that an activity


 6  cannot occur in a certain area at a certain time of year.


 7  And we designated these areas on two criteria.  One was:


 8  Is it an important area to the animals biologically?  Are


 9  they migrating?  Are they feeding?  Are they resting?  And


10  the second criterion that we used was:  Is this an area


11  where there is an active subsistence hunt going on of


12  seals, of whales?  And we wanted to close them off either


13  at the time where it's important biologically or it's


14  important to the subsistence users to avoid any conflict


15  between the oil and gas activity and the subsistence or


16  the marine mammal biological activity.  So that's what


17  Alternative 4 really does is it really puts these


18  time/area closures into full effect.


19            And I have some graphics here.  So on the


20  Beaufort side, we identified Camden Bay, and then we also


21  identified Barrow Canyon and the shelf break in the


22  Western Beaufort Sea.  And in the Chukchi Sea we


23  identified Hannah Shoal and then we also identified


24  Kasegaluk Lagoon and the Ledyard Bay Critical Habitat Unit


25  as very important areas to marine mammals, and then the
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 1  Ledyard Bay areas as very important to eiders.


 2            And then the final alternative that we looked at


 3  has to do with new technologies, technologies other than


 4  air guns which are what's used by the companies to


 5  conduct seismic surveys.  The air guns emit sound into the


 6  environment, and the reverberation of that or the pressure


 7  from that sound is what is used by the companies to know


 8  what oil reserves might be in the ground.


 9            So right now there are some technologies that


10  are in development.  They are not commercially available


11  yet.  They are not really ready to be used in a full


12  activity sense, but we wanted to analyze them.  And


13  hopefully in the next few years these technologies will


14  start to develop, more research will go into them, and


15  perhaps maybe at some point in the future they could be


16  used to either augment the air guns or maybe replace them.


17  But this is still very emerging and not fully developed


18  yet, but we still wanted to take a look.


19            So I've mentioned a couple times mitigation


20  measures.  Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, before


21  we can issue an authorization we need to put forth


22  mitigation measures that the companies must employ, both


23  to make sure that they have a negligible or a low impact


24  on the marine mammals and also to ensure that they are not


25  going to have any adverse effects on subsistence uses.  So
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 1  we took a very hard look at mitigation measures that have


 2  been required in the past, and we also look a hard look at


 3  mitigation measures that have been suggested in the past


 4  but haven't necessarily been employed.


 5            And we divided them into four categories.  And


 6  basically we were looking for ways to reduce impacts from


 7  the sound that's put into the environment by these


 8  companies during their activities.  We looked at ways to


 9  reduce impacts that are not acoustic in nature, such as


10  from vessel activity.  And then we also looked at ways to


11  reduce impacts to subsistence resources and to subsistence


12  users.


13            And so, like I mentioned, we broke them into two


14  categories, standard and additional.  And for all of the


15  mitigation measures, we -- in the EIS and in the final


16  document there will be a full analysis of all of the


17  measures.  And we analyzed them based on three criteria.


18  And it's, one, is this measure going to help reduce


19  impacts to marine mammals?  Two, is the measure going to


20  be effective if it's implemented?  And then three, is the


21  measure actually practical for the applicant to implement?


22  Because if it's not going to be effective or if it's


23  impossible to implement, then there is really no point to


24  consider it.  So that's what we do.


25            We also analyzed the potential impacts to the
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 1  entire environment.  We looked at the physical


 2  environment.  So we looked at oceanography, we looked at


 3  currents, we looked at air quality, water quality.  We


 4  then looked at the biological environment.  We looked at


 5  plankton, krill, fish.  And then we also looked at marine


 6  mammals, at birds.  And then we looked at the


 7  socioeconomic environment.  So we looked at what the


 8  impacts might be to the economies of the communities up


 9  here.  We looked at how subsistence resources might


10  potentially be affected:  Marine mammals, birds, fish.


11  And then we also looked at public health and other social


12  issues.


13            I only have marine mammals and subsistence on


14  this slide here, though, because those are the two


15  resources that the National Marine Fisheries Service has


16  to take the hardest look at when we are considering


17  whether or not to issue an Incidental Take Authorization


18  under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.


19            So basically you can see that marine mammals


20  will potentially be affected from the noise that is put


21  in, disturbance, potentially moving off of their migratory


22  route, potentially changing their behavior, maybe stop


23  feeding for a short time.  And then there is also the


24  potential for interactions with vessels.


25            And then with subsistence, we need to make sure
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 1  that the animals are not pushed out to a distance where


 2  they are unaccessible to hunters, and we need to ensure


 3  that there is no physical barriers between the hunters and


 4  the animals.


 5            So the full EIS looks at all of the resources


 6  that I just mentioned, but I just wanted to highlight


 7  these two right now.


 8            So how will this EIS be used in the future?


 9  Basically what we have done is we have taken a look over


10  the next three to five years of what we think might


11  potentially -- companies might come to the Bureau of Ocean


12  Energy Management for authorization to go out and do


13  exploration and then, in turn, once they get that


14  authorization, they would then need to come to National


15  Marine Fisheries Service for the Marine Mammal Protection


16  Act coverage.  So we are hoping that this document, that


17  this evaluation, this analysis will be our environmental


18  analysis that will help guide us in those authorizations


19  and in those permitting decisions.


20            As Mike mentioned, this process has been going


21  on for a couple of years now.  We did the scoping in the


22  communities about two years ago, and in December we


23  actually put the draft environmental impact statement out


24  for public comments.  The public comment period is


25  ongoing, and it ends on February 28th.  And so at this
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 1  point, we are at the stage where we want to hear from the


 2  public.  We want to come and hear from the communities.


 3  We encourage people to speak tonight.  We also encourage


 4  people to submit written comments.


 5            And once we get through this public comment


 6  period, we sort through all of the comments, we assess


 7  them, we make changes to the draft document based on those


 8  comments, and then come up with the final environmental


 9  impact statement.  And then we issue what's known as a


10  Record of Decision.  That is what tells the public what


11  alternative we have selected to implement and what our


12  decision is of how we are going to move forward in the


13  future based on the analysis in this document.


14            You can see this is our schedule for the


15  meetings.  We have already unfortunately had to miss


16  Kaktovik and Nuiqsut.  We got weathered out.  It was too


17  cold to fly.  So we're working on rescheduling those two,


18  but we hope the rest of this schedule goes smoothly.


19            And as I mentioned, this is the point where you


20  all get to make comments.  In a couple of minutes I'm


21  going to go through the last two slides, and then we are


22  going to pause for about five minutes while we find out


23  who it is would actually like to make some official


24  comments for the record.  Mary will record everything you


25  say.  And it will be considered as we go through all of
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 1  the comments that we receive over the 60-day period.


 2            There is not too many people, but we do ask that


 3  you try to keep your comments concise just so everyone who


 4  wants to gets an opportunity to speak.  And like I


 5  mentioned, if you don't feel comfortable talking tonight,


 6  you can submit written comments.  You can -- up until


 7  February 28th you can send them by mail to the address


 8  listed here.  You can send them by e-mail to the e-mail


 9  address, or you can fax them to the phone number listed on


10  the slide.


11            We also have a project website available where


12  you can find additional information.  You can get the


13  entire document.  It's really long and not easy to get


14  through, but there is about a 35-page executive summary


15  which summarizes pretty much everything I've said here


16  tonight and the main points of the document and will give


17  you a really good idea of what it is we have looked at if


18  you want to look at that.


19            And with that, Mike and I are going to say thank


20  you very much for listening tonight.  We know you gave up


21  bingo to be here.  And we will pause for about three or


22  four minutes while we find out who would like to make some


23  comments for the record, and then we will go back on the


24  record and hear your comments.  So thank you.


25                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: One last thing.  This
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 1  afternoon a couple of you were there, but we met with the


 2  IRA council this afternoon in a very good meeting.  We


 3  have never been to Kivalina.  And some of the issues that


 4  have been on people's mind around here largely in response


 5  to Red Dog development were bought up at that meeting.


 6  And when we go back, we will take a better look at how


 7  that has impacted things over the years and try to


 8  incorporate it in this document.  We will look at some


 9  maps and some other information.  I don't know if it's in


10  this document now or not, but we need to include them.


11            So we will -- that was a very good meeting.  It


12  was a very good helpful suggestion, and we will


13  incorporate that.  So thank you to the council.  And with


14  that, we will be quiet.  And if people would like to ask


15  questions or put things on the record, we will take a


16  couple-minute break and we will start that process.  Thank


17  you very much.


18            When you ask a question, for the record can you


19  say your name and then ask the question.


20                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: I'm Alice Adams.  I'm


21  with the City Council.  And it was told to me this morning


22  that they were going to have an IRA meeting, and I'm


23  wondering why we weren't invited in another City Council


24  and why are you meeting only with IRA?


25                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: We are meeting only
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 1  with IRA I think because that is who we were asked to meet


 2  with a year ago.  I'll be the first to admit, we don't


 3  know all the different tribal governments or councils in


 4  each community.  And if we missed one, we apologize, but


 5  that was the one that we were given to communicate with by


 6  the individual who was in our meeting last year.  So we


 7  sent letters to them, which is required, but that's how we


 8  set up the meeting.  And quite often we depend on the


 9  communities to tell other governments if we are coming.


10  And sometimes that happens, sometimes that doesn't.  It


11  wasn't because we don't care or we --


12                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: I'm not meaning that.


13                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: We didn't know about


14  it.


15                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: Because the IRA


16  represents a tribe and City Council needs to be invited in


17  something.  This is a big issue.


18                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Yeah.  And --


19                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: And we need to know


20  words from people like you that come.  And when they said,


21  yeah, you could come to that meeting, that's not a proper


22  way to ask City Council.


23                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: We just didn't know.


24  I'm sorry.  We didn't know this time.


25                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: I don't want to offend
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 1  nobody, but this is not working right, you know, just


 2  meeting with one organization, and they don't tell us all


 3  the information.  Even if they say you could come to the


 4  meeting, it's not a proper way for me.


 5                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Maybe we could get the


 6  address tonight of the City Council.  And I don't know


 7  that we can come back, but we can provide to you


 8  information that we got.  That way you can at least know


 9  and we can apologize formally because it wasn't meant


10  to -- this is the first time I have been in Kivalina.  And


11  a year ago we were told to have a public meeting and meet


12  with the IRA Council and have a discussion.  And that's


13  what we did.  And if we missed anybody, it was


14  unintentional.  But thank you for bringing it up.  And the


15  only way I can see to fix it now is maybe get a letter


16  back to you and tell you what went on and go from there


17  perhaps.


18                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: There are so many


19  meetings we are being omitted from, and it's not the


20  proper way to help.  Our tribe, the community, all of us


21  members that were elected from the community need to know


22  what's going on in the surrounding, and people like you


23  that come from far away, we need to know and not hear from


24  other people because the story gets different when we hear


25  it from other people.
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 1                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Okay.  Thank you.


 2                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: Thank you for listening.


 3                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Thank you.


 4                  MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.: Can you list maybe


 5  verbally what all the mitigation measures are?


 6                  MS. CANDACE NACHMAN: I can't say all of


 7  them because the list is actually quite extensive, but I


 8  can give you an example of some, if you would like.  So


 9  some examples of some of the more standard mitigation


10  measures that have been required over the last several


11  years, for example, involve marine mammal observers on the


12  vessels, creating zones that are known as exclusion zones


13  so that animals don't enter into areas that might have


14  sound levels that are potentially injurious.  Other


15  examples have to do with reducing your vessel speed in


16  certain conditions or steering the course of your vessel


17  away if you see a group of marine mammals.


18            We also have, as far as subsistence mitigation


19  measures, the communication centers I know have been in


20  use in many of the communities with the industry for


21  several years now.  They also hire what they call


22  subsistence advisors, letting them know where and when


23  active hunting is going on.  In the Beaufort Sea there has


24  been a standard measure that come August 25th companies


25  working in the Camden Bay area actually shut down and move
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 1  off site completely in order to allow for Kaktovik and


 2  Nuiqsut at Cross Island to have their fall whaling.  There


 3  have been measures in the Chukchi Sea that companies not


 4  begin transiting into the area until July 1st because of


 5  beluga hunting that's going on in some of the communities


 6  here.


 7            So those are some of the measures.  And then


 8  there are some additional time/area closures that we are


 9  considering for the first time and we are trying to


10  analyze.  And we would definitely love to hear from people


11  here tonight if we have missed any of those areas, if we


12  have missed any important times when sealing or whaling is


13  going on.  We very much want to know what those are so we


14  can analyze them and consider them appropriately.  Is that


15  a good enough list or --


16                  MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.: Yeah.


17                  MR. STAN HAWLEY: Just a comment.  Stan


18  Hawley.  I'm the tribal administrator.  Just a comment.


19  Kivalina is a whaling community and Point Hope is a


20  whaling community.  We interact with Point Hope a whole


21  lot.  Our subsistence foods, trading.  We have a whole lot


22  of relatives up there.  And whatever Point Hope wants to


23  do with the subject of oil and gas activities,


24  exploration, if Point Hope supports it, Kivalina will


25  support it.  If Point Hope says no way, Kivalina will
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 1  probably say no way.  That's just how it's been for --


 2  since God put us on the map.  That's how it's going to be.


 3            I could -- our personal experience with


 4  industry, this village has experience with Red Dog Mine.


 5  The mine and the State deals mostly with a landowner.  And


 6  you can say in truth Kivalina is not the landowner.  NANA


 7  is the landowner, a corporation.  And if you want to drill


 8  out there, you are risking humongous effects on our


 9  livelihood.  And the magnitude of your effects are so mind


10  boggling to us, there is just no way we can risk an oil


11  spill out there.  There is just no way.  If we had an oil


12  spill out there, our livelihood basically is harmed in a


13  big way.


14            And if you want to gain our support, the best


15  way to do that would be to work with us individually, not


16  the village, as villagers.  Don't deal with the landowner,


17  a corporation based in Anchorage or Kotzebue.  Don't deal


18  with the Borough.  Don't deal with NANA.  Don't deal with


19  the State.  Come here and deal with us.


20                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Can I ask you a


21  question?  What about the AEWC; how do you work with them?


22                  MR. STAN HAWLEY: AEWC, they are --


23  Kivalina has a whaling captain's association.  There is


24  one there.  But where is the rest of them?  The rest of


25  them are at home watching TV.  So there is -- there is --
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 1  I can guarantee you if you moved your exploration from the


 2  Beaufort side and the Chukchi side, the northern side down


 3  to our side, those old men are going to be out here, going


 4  to be in here.  But as it stands now, because we are on


 5  the southern side, we are not going to see a whole lot of


 6  negative effects from your exploration.


 7                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Do you whale out of


 8  Kivalina, or do you --


 9                  MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.: Yeah.


10                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: You don't go to Point


11  Hope?


12                  MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.: We go out in the


13  ocean.


14                  MR. STAN HAWLEY: And like I said, if


15  Point Hope is supporting your activities, your proposals,


16  we will support it; but if not, probably not.


17                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Okay.  That's good to


18  know.  Thank you.


19                  MS. LUCY ADAMS: My name is Lucy Adams.  I


20  like what Stan is saying because this is our village.


21  It's true when he told you that you have to listen to


22  Kivalina people because we live by hunting.  We can't go


23  without ringed seal, bearded seal, beluga whale.  They


24  live in our ocean in front of us.  We don't go to Point


25  Hope, in front of Point Hope to hunt whale.  They hunt
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 1  their own.  They hunt their own.  And we store food for


 2  winter.  How good are you going to protect the sea mammals


 3  that we eat because from Red Dog Mine our fish and our


 4  water are all damaged and part of our land, part of our


 5  land eroding from the chemicals that they -- what they use


 6  at Red Dog Mine.


 7            And they will be damaging more of our land if


 8  they build roads from under the mine by Kobuk if they


 9  decide to build a road close to our village.  All of our


10  subsistence lifestyle will be damaged.


11            And this fall we had ringed seals that are sick,


12  that are afraid to go to the ocean.  What causes them to


13  live in our lagoon?  Lots of ringed seals were sick


14  because I work on two of them myself.  I just threw the


15  meat, the blubber -- the skin only what I saved, the skin,


16  which is a little better.  Too many pusses.  And I was


17  sad, and I start going back to thinking when -- what they


18  call that company, the one that -- that wanted to drill in


19  front of Wainwright?  I forget the name.  Names always


20  disappear now.


21            How good are you going to protect our sea


22  mammals if there is oil spill, if they spill oil in the


23  ocean, if they drill in our ocean?


24            So I'm talking about what we eat.  We can't live


25  with store-bought food.  They are too expensive, and we
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 1  were not raised with them.  We raised -- our parents


 2  raised us just by hunting.  And then when we become


 3  parents, we do the hunting and they raise their kids.


 4  This is our life.  Sometimes I get sad because they want


 5  to change our life.  What are we going to eat?


 6            We have no jobs from what they build because


 7  many of our young people and young ladies are not working


 8  at Red Dog Mine.  Many of them are not working just like


 9  they promised.  But the other villages, even from the


10  States, are working at Red Dog Mine.  The promise is


11  broken.


12            I always think about my grandchildren.  My


13  grandchildren who are growing right now, they can't go


14  without seal and without red meat.  They want to eat it


15  all the time.  They want to eat frozen koak all the time.


16  They don't eat all the foods from the store.


17            So this is what I wanted to say for the record


18  because we live here and we eat sea mammals, caribou, fish


19  from the land and from the ocean we live.  We don't live


20  on store-bought food.  We raised with -- if we try to live


21  only with store-bought food, me, I always start to get


22  sick.  I don't know why.  Because my stomach is not used


23  to those foods, I know.  Or I would have hard [inaudible].


24  And we need to protect our subsistence lifestyle.


25                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Thank you.
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 1                  MS. LUCY ADAMS: The companies don't


 2  listen after they build their Red Dog mine.  They don't


 3  listen to the Kivalina people.  They just hurt us.  They


 4  don't -- they don't listen to what we try to say to


 5  protect our subsistence hunting.  That's why I say the


 6  promise is broke.


 7                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: I'm not sure what to


 8  say.  Thank you.  All I can say is we will try not to be


 9  like Red Dog.  We will try to work with the communities.


10  That's one thing we did learn about last time.  We have


11  been trying to do it ever since.  I don't know the outcome


12  of this.  We will try to do everything we can to protect


13  your subsistence way.  That's really the only thing --


14  that's really our primary responsibility in this is to try


15  to make sure the subsistence lifestyles aren't impacted


16  the way they were when Red Dog was happening.  We will do


17  everything we can to see that that happens.


18            If anything changes, if anything looks like it


19  might change, I would imagine we would come back and talk


20  to you again, try to get some more -- try to figure out


21  what to do.  It's obvious from the meeting here and the


22  meeting this afternoon that things went very badly here in


23  Kivalina as a result of what went on at Red Dog.  I'm


24  sorry.  I wasn't here.  I am sorry for that, though.  And


25  we will try very hard not to let that happen in this case.
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 1                  MS. LUCY ADAMS: I sure always wanted to


 2  find out from what the ringed seals were so sick this


 3  fall.


 4                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: I can tell you that --


 5  along that line, I don't have an answer as to why they


 6  were so sick, but it's not just Kivalina.  There are


 7  ringed seals and spotted seals dying all along the coast


 8  of Alaska.  And our particular agency is actually looking


 9  into that.  We've collected over 100 carcasses.  They all


10  have these lesions on them like you talked about.  They


11  all look sick.  I don't know the answer right now.


12            We have two agencies, the State and several


13  veterinary type people looking into what might be the


14  cause of why they are dying.  We had one person in


15  Wainwright who was convinced it had something to do with


16  the nuclear spill in Japan a year ago.  I don't know if


17  that's true or not, but there are things out there that


18  could have caused this.  And you might get an answer to


19  that.  I don't think it's related to anything that's


20  happened in the last -- oil and gas, but you might get an


21  answer.  We might be able to find something out.  But


22  that's happening everywhere, not just Kivalina.  It's


23  pretty widespread, which isn't good.


24                  MS. LUCY ADAMS: Yeah, because I was at


25  Point Hope last week, and I tried to get ringed seal skin
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 1  to make [indiscernible], and one lady gave me about that


 2  big.  It's medium size.  It's not small.  It's not big.


 3  It's medium size.  I thought she was going to give me only


 4  the skin.  When she say sealskin, I said, I'll take the


 5  sealskin.  And when she let her grandson bring it to me,


 6  it had -- it was the whole seal.  And before I went out to


 7  look at it, Morris Oviak where I stay come inside and


 8  say -- he was the one that bring it to me.  He say, Lucy,


 9  that ring seal don't look healthy, the one that they


10  bring.  So I went out.  Yeah, sure.  It's just like what I


11  skin in first part of October, last part of September, the


12  skin looks that way like when I was -- so I leave it.  I


13  didn't take it.


14                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Well, whatever it is,


15  it's -- it's going all along the coast of Alaska.


16                  MS. LUCY ADAMS: But he get it January,


17  that ringed seal.  I think that some of them are still


18  sick.


19                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: We will find out this


20  year.  I hope not, but yes.  Are there any other comments


21  right now that anybody would like to say?  If not --


22                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: On that first part what


23  you showed, you used the word "harass."  And I know what


24  harass mean, but what do you use it for in that part?


25                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: In this part?  Well,
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 1  one -- the National Marine Fisheries Service, our


 2  agency -- let me start over.  For activities that go on in


 3  the ocean, not fishing but other activities, not


 4  subsistence -- oil and gas, Navy, shipping, construction,


 5  when they do these activities in an area where there are


 6  marine mammals, whether it's Alaska or California or East


 7  Coast, they are going to disturb or harass marine mammals.


 8  It's our responsibility to make sure that the number of


 9  marine mammals that get harassed and the way that they do


10  it, the impact is minimized.  We don't try to stop it all,


11  but we try to minimize the impact.  And that's our primary


12  responsibility.


13            So when we talk about harassment in this slide,


14  we are going to try to minimize harassment to marine


15  mammals and harassment to subsistence users by the oil and


16  gas industry.  That's our responsibility and that's --


17  when we -- if we get to the permits, the thing we looked


18  at is how do we minimize effects on marine mammals and, in


19  Alaska, effects on availability of those animals to


20  subsistence users.  So that's -- I don't know if that


21  helped you.


22                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: Yeah.  And one more.


23  How many public meetings do you get to go all the villages


24  up the coast?


25                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: I think we are doing
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 1  12.


 2                  MS. CANDACE NACHMAN: A total of eight.


 3  Nine.  Anchorage is number nine.  So we have already been


 4  to Wainwright and to Barrow.  We were supposed to go to


 5  Kaktovik and Nuiqsut last week, but it was too cold for


 6  the planes to fly, so we're looking to reschedule those.


 7  Tonight was Kivalina.  Tomorrow we are doing both Kotzebue


 8  and Point Hope, and Wednesday we're going to Point Lay,


 9  and then we'll go back and hold our final meeting in


10  Anchorage.


11                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: So you are counting each


12  public meeting you have in the village like one, and then


13  if you go to Point Hope it will be two, three?  Like are


14  you counting that way or --


15                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Yes.  And in each


16  village we also try to meet with at least one


17  government-to-government meeting, at least one.  So the


18  total number of meetings over two weeks is about 14.


19  Eight or nine must be meetings and seven or eight


20  government-to-government type meetings.


21                  MS. ALICE ADAMS: And in the states you


22  know where they have all that floods, tornadoes,


23  hurricanes and all that and the crops and stuff they stop


24  going because of disaster.  And then here in our community


25  we depend on the animals out there because there will be
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 1  no more things that they make, like rice, flour, sugar,


 2  all that stuff that used to grow.  And if it stops, we


 3  will have to depend on our --


 4                  MR. MICHAEL PAYNE: Well, things that


 5  happen in the Lower 48 affect you here, too, yes.  That's


 6  true.  If there are no more questions tonight -- Candace


 7  mentioned the comment period is open till the end of the


 8  month.  We hope to hear from -- we hope to hear from


 9  everybody, actually.  If you have thoughts that you don't


10  have tonight or ideas about things that we can look at in


11  Kivalina to make sure that your way of life and your


12  subsistence are protected, please let us know.  And if


13  there is no other questions, that's what we wanted to talk


14  about tonight.  We really do thank you for coming out.


15  And it's been kind of crazy this past week because of the


16  weather, and we appreciate this meeting tonight.  Thank


17  you.  Okay.  Thank you very much.


18             (Proceedings adjourned at 8:17 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

            2                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  My name is Mike Payne.  

            3    I work for the National Marine Fisheries Service, and we 

            4    met with the IRA Council this afternoon and are hoping to 

            5    have a public meeting tonight.  We will have one, but I 

            6    guess it's not the best time for a couple of reasons, 

            7    search and rescue and other reasons.  I'm sorry for that.  

            8              But what we came here to talk about today is 

            9    something we have been working on for a few years, and 

           10    that is the environmental impact statement on the effects 

           11    of oil and gas development in the Chukchi and Beaufort 

           12    Seas.  Before we get started, I know sometimes there is an 

           13    invocation.  I don't know if there is a tribal Elder here, 

           14    if you would like to give the invocation.  

           15               (A prayer was offered by Ms. Lucy Adams.)  

           16                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  There is a number of 

           17    us here tonight.  We are going from community to community 

           18    to talk about this.  We have been doing this for a couple 

           19    of years.  My name is Mike Payne.  I'm the one in the 

           20    upper left.  Candace Nachman, who works with me at the 

           21    National Marine Fisheries Service, we're both from 

           22    Washington, D.C.  With us tonight we have several people 

           23    who are contractors that are working with us:  Jon Isaacs 

           24    and Amy Rosenthal.  We also have Jana Lage, who is 

           25    with Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  And Mary Vavrik 
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            1    is the court reporter tonight.  So whatever we say tonight 

            2    will be kind of on the record.  

            3              So what we are here to -- we're here directly as 

            4    a result of a request, actually.  An individual was at a 

            5    meeting we held last year, and they wanted us to stop by 

            6    and let people know what was going on.  So we're here to 

            7    do that.  The purpose of the meeting is to talk about the 

            8    activity that we expect to occur in the Chukchi and Bering 

            9    Sea related to oil and gas development in the next few 

           10    years.  There are several oil companies that are asking 

           11    for permission and getting permits to do their seismic and 

           12    to do exploratory drilling in both Chukchi Sea and the 

           13    Beaufort Sea.  

           14              This is the first time that they have come up 

           15    here to talk about drilling in the Chukchi for almost 30 

           16    years.  This will be the first year this year that they 

           17    tried.  

           18              One of the reasons that we are here, the 

           19    principal reason is that before any particular agency can 

           20    allow oil and goes companies to come up here, we have got 

           21    to make sure -- we have got to do our best to make sure 

           22    that the activity doesn't affect marine mammals, whales, 

           23    seals, walrus, beluga; it doesn't affect the ability of 

           24    subsistence hunters to go out and get those animals; and 

           25    it doesn't affect the ability to the communities to live 
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            1    your life and get the food you get.  And that's true for 

            2    each community.  

            3              As I said, both agencies authorize permits of 

            4    different kinds.  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

            5    authorize the activity.  They are the ones that allow the 

            6    exploratory, the lease sales.  They allow exploratory 

            7    drilling, exploratory seismic surveys.  They do the 

            8    proposed sales early on.  The National Marine Fisheries 

            9    Service, our primary responsibility is to make sure none 

           10    of those activities affect the marine mammals.  So it's 

           11    kind of a dual purpose.  

           12              I might say now that throughout this process, we 

           13    have a couple of cooperating agencies, but we have also 

           14    been involved with the North Slope Borough.  They have 

           15    been cooperating agents that have been involved from the 

           16    very beginning, and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.  

           17    So we have tried to take into account a lot of the 

           18    information that we are getting from people from the North 

           19    Slope other than the agencies.  

           20              This is the study area.  If you look at it, all 

           21    the way from the left from Kivalina, Kotzebue, we are 

           22    trying to get to all those communities in the next few 

           23    weeks.  We were able to get to a couple of them last week, 

           24    and we got weathered out, and we will try to go back.  

           25    This week we are trying to do all the communities on the 
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            1    Chukchi side.  So we will go to Point Hope, Point Lay and 

            2    Kotzebue.  

            3              The environmental impact statement is a large 

            4    document.  It is.  We have been working on it for a while.  

            5    And briefly, this is kind of what it does.  It looks at 

            6    the effects of a lot of activities.  This is the first 

            7    year that you have oil and gas drilling up here for a long 

            8    time.  We don't know how much activity exactly, but we 

            9    have kind of estimated.  It looks at the impacts of the 

           10    drilling activity in addition to everything else that you 

           11    have got going on.  A good example for this community is 

           12    it looks at the impacts on top of Red Dog.  It looks at 

           13    impacts of vessel traffic going into the Chukchi more and 

           14    more because of ice warming.  It looks at the impacts of 

           15    other vessel traffic and anything else that might affect 

           16    the availability of marine mammals to everybody.  

           17              One thing we have to do before we issue permits 

           18    is make sure that the oil companies, if they go out there 

           19    and do their drilling and do their seismic, have 

           20    monitoring plans in place to make sure that what they say 

           21    they'll do, they actually will do that.  They won't do 

           22    something other than what we permit them to do.  So if 

           23    they come up with an activity, we will do -- we will do 

           24    things to make sure that it doesn't have an effect to the 

           25    best ability we can.  
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            1              We actually look to different people in the 

            2    communities in that regard.  If there are things that 

            3    Kivalina, for example, believes we should consider as a 

            4    measure to prevent harm to Kivalina or to the subsistence 

            5    users or to the whalers, then we would like to know that.  

            6    Each community is a little bit different.  Each one of 

            7    them has a different view on oil and gas development, and 

            8    each of them have a different view on what they would like 

            9    to see around their communities to make sure it doesn't 

           10    affect them.  

           11              The environmental impact statement is kind of 

           12    the basis under NEPA, which is a federal law, that will 

           13    allow us to go forward for the next few years.  And the 

           14    next few years is what we are looking at.  We are not 

           15    looking at anything ten years from now.  But we think we 

           16    have a pretty good idea of what the oil and gas companies 

           17    may do out here for the next three to four years.  

           18              These are the people that have been involved.  

           19    We tried to include as many people as we can.  We have 

           20    looked at all the sources that we can, including documents 

           21    that we got from different places, reports, traditional 

           22    knowledge to the extent that we could get it from each 

           23    community, or actually URS has been very involved in 

           24    trying to pull together what information they can find on 

           25    traditional knowledge.  The Alaska Eskimo Whaling 



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                         8



            1    Commission has reviewed this document several times.  They 

            2    have been working with us a lot, as has the North Slope 

            3    Borough.  

            4              So in addition to that, this is the second round 

            5    of public meetings that we have had, and it is the first 

            6    time we have been to Kivalina.  So we are glad to be here.  

            7              Two years ago we came to all the communities, 

            8    and at that time we were just thinking about what kind of 

            9    alternatives -- these are the issues that people at that 

           10    time said were most important to them.  These were the 

           11    ones they were most concerned about when it comes to oil 

           12    and gas.  The first one is always the impact to marine 

           13    mammals and habitat.  Everybody was concerned about oil 

           14    and gas effects on the seals, belugas.  Perhaps the one 

           15    that scares everybody the most is what happens if there is 

           16    an oil spill.  And we have tried to -- we have tried to 

           17    look at the different alternatives for what would happen 

           18    if there was a spill, what we thought we needed.  And so 

           19    we have looked at that.  But that's still probably 

           20    [inaudible] what if there is an oil spill.  

           21              Climate change is something we can't control, 

           22    but it certainly is a factor.  Things are getting warmer, 

           23    and there is a lot less ice than there used to be.  From 

           24    our perspective, protecting subsistence life and the 

           25    animals that you depend on are of primary importance.  We 
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            1    don't want anything to happen to the whale stock, bowhead 

            2    stock, ice seals.  

            3              Another thing that we do is every time somebody 

            4    comes in for a permit we take a look at it, and using what 

            5    information that's in the permit application and what we 

            6    know about the area, we try to condition the permit so it 

            7    has a minimum effect.  That is, if the activity occurs at 

            8    a time when there is going to be some whaling, we try to 

            9    steer the activity away from it.  We try to keep whaling 

           10    or subsistence hunting and oil and gas development 

           11    separate as best we can.  Wherever the two overlap, we 

           12    always have problems; everybody has problems.  So we have 

           13    been trying to direct them away from the areas that you 

           14    need to do your subsistence.

           15              And I've already talked a little bit about this.  

           16    One thing I will say is that we are looking at a level of 

           17    activity that's much greater than anything we have seen to 

           18    see what the effects would be.  Up until now there has 

           19    only been one or two activities going on at any one time.  

           20    I think in the next three or four years there will be 

           21    several activities in any given year, but not nearly as 

           22    much as [inaudible].  For example, this year we will be 

           23    drilling this summer, so we have tried to look at that.  

           24              So I'm going to let Candace take over here.  We 

           25    have several alternatives we have looked at, and Candace 
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            1    will talk about each of those.  If you have questions, 

            2    just ask; otherwise, we will be done in about -- we will 

            3    take questions after the presentation.  

            4                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  Hi.  As Mike 

            5    mentioned at the beginning, I'm Candace Nachman.  I work 

            6    at the National Marine Fisheries Service in Washington, 

            7    D.C.  And I'm going to kind of walk you through the meat 

            8    of the document so you can understand what it is that we 

            9    are analyzing and what it is that we really want to hear 

           10    from all of you.  

           11              While we work on getting the presentation back 

           12    up, I'll just go through the slides.  I kind of have them 

           13    in my head already.  

           14              Basically what you have to do in an 

           15    environmental impact statement is you have to look at a 

           16    range of alternatives.  You can't just analyze one thing.  

           17    You need to analyze a whole big range.  So we have 

           18    actually picked five alternatives to analyze in this 

           19    document.  And these alternatives were developed through 

           20    comments that we have heard over the last two years from 

           21    the communities, from the industry, basically from 

           22    everybody who has some sort of interest in this document.  

           23              And these alternatives look at a range of 

           24    activity that could occur, seismic surveys as well as 

           25    exploratory drilling.  And then they also analyze a range 
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            1    of mitigation measures to reduce impacts both to the 

            2    species themselves and also to the subsistence users.  And 

            3    then we have also explored different types of monitoring 

            4    so that the companies can actually go out and get a better 

            5    sense of the impacts of their activities and we also have 

            6    been exploring different ways for the companies to come up 

            7    and interact with the communities in a meaningful way so 

            8    that the measures that they put in to reduce impacts to 

            9    subsistence are actually measures that are agreed to both 

           10    between the industry and the subsistence users themselves 

           11    so that it's not a one-way street.  

           12              I'm really sorry that we don't have the slides 

           13    because there was actually going to be some nice graphics 

           14    for you to look at.  They are hanging on the wall there.  

           15              So like I said, we have five alternatives that 

           16    we have analyzed.  The first alternative is what's known 

           17    as a No-Action Alternative.  It is a required alternative 

           18    to be analyzed in any document.  And what it means is 

           19    there would be no activity up here.  Industry would not be 

           20    getting permits from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

           21    for seismic and they would not be receiving any 

           22    authorizations from the National Marine Fisheries Service 

           23    to illegally take or harass marine mammals.  So any 

           24    activity that would go on would be illegal.  So that's the 

           25    first alternative that we have analyzed.  
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            1              The second alternative looks at a level of 

            2    activity that we consider a lower level, but is actually 

            3    higher than anything that has happened up here in the last 

            4    five to six years.  We look at the number of surveys that 

            5    could occur both in the Beaufort and the Chukchi Sea in 

            6    any one season.  And when you add up the numbers, it comes 

            7    to a total of 16 activities in one season which, I have to 

            8    tell you, is higher than anything we actually believe to 

            9    happen in one season.  

           10              The third alternative looks at an even higher 

           11    level of activity from the first and second alternative.  

           12    And again, it's for activities both in the Beaufort and 

           13    the Chukchi Sea because we are looking at from Kaktovik 

           14    all the way down to Kivalina and Kotzebue.  And that level 

           15    of activity goes up to about -- 

           16              So this is the alternative I was just talking 

           17    about, Alternative 2 with the lower level of activity.  So 

           18    once you go from nothing, this is the level of activity 

           19    that we go to.  And what we did to analyze this level of 

           20    activity within the document is we came up with some 

           21    conceptual examples.  And so this is a conceptual example 

           22    for the Beaufort side, but I'll show you the Chukchi side 

           23    since that's where we are here.  

           24              And even though we are looking at 16, that's 

           25    honestly not realistic in what's happened in the last few 
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            1    years, so what we did is we took a more realistic picture 

            2    and said if you have these activities -- and there are 

            3    some circles up there which show the sound fields.  So if 

            4    you put these activities in the Chukchi Sea, where would 

            5    the sound fields be that the animals might be going 

            6    through and how close together are they, meaning are there 

            7    areas where the animals can go where there isn't that 

            8    sound field or are the areas overlapping and maybe they 

            9    would have to go further out to avoid it.  

           10              So then if we go to what I was just talking 

           11    about, which is Alternative 3, which is that higher level 

           12    of activity, we then created some conceptual examples for 

           13    that, as well.  And so this is the Beaufort side again 

           14    with a lot of the activity concentrated in Camden Bay 

           15    because that's where a lot of the leases are that have 

           16    already been sold.  And then when we come to the Chukchi 

           17    side, you can see that those lease sales or the lease 

           18    areas where companies are working are about between 65 and 

           19    100 miles offshore.  So then you have them all working in 

           20    this one broad lease sale area.  So you can see that the 

           21    activities themselves start to overlay a little bit.  

           22              So then what we did is we came up with two more 

           23    alternatives that really took some of the scoping comments 

           24    into consideration.  And what we did with Alternative 4 is 

           25    we took that level of activity that we consider in 
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            1    Alternative 3 and we took some time/area closures that we 

            2    are considering in all of the alternatives, but in 

            3    Alternative 4, what we did is we made them mandatory or 

            4    required.  

            5              And a time/area closure means that an activity 

            6    cannot occur in a certain area at a certain time of year.  

            7    And we designated these areas on two criteria.  One was:  

            8    Is it an important area to the animals biologically?  Are 

            9    they migrating?  Are they feeding?  Are they resting?  And 

           10    the second criterion that we used was:  Is this an area 

           11    where there is an active subsistence hunt going on of 

           12    seals, of whales?  And we wanted to close them off either 

           13    at the time where it's important biologically or it's 

           14    important to the subsistence users to avoid any conflict 

           15    between the oil and gas activity and the subsistence or 

           16    the marine mammal biological activity.  So that's what 

           17    Alternative 4 really does is it really puts these 

           18    time/area closures into full effect.  

           19              And I have some graphics here.  So on the 

           20    Beaufort side, we identified Camden Bay, and then we also 

           21    identified Barrow Canyon and the shelf break in the 

           22    Western Beaufort Sea.  And in the Chukchi Sea we 

           23    identified Hannah Shoal and then we also identified 

           24    Kasegaluk Lagoon and the Ledyard Bay Critical Habitat Unit 

           25    as very important areas to marine mammals, and then the 
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            1    Ledyard Bay areas as very important to eiders.  

            2              And then the final alternative that we looked at 

            3    has to do with new technologies, technologies other than 

            4    air guns which are what's used by the companies to 

            5    conduct seismic surveys.  The air guns emit sound into the 

            6    environment, and the reverberation of that or the pressure 

            7    from that sound is what is used by the companies to know 

            8    what oil reserves might be in the ground.  

            9              So right now there are some technologies that 

           10    are in development.  They are not commercially available 

           11    yet.  They are not really ready to be used in a full 

           12    activity sense, but we wanted to analyze them.  And 

           13    hopefully in the next few years these technologies will 

           14    start to develop, more research will go into them, and 

           15    perhaps maybe at some point in the future they could be 

           16    used to either augment the air guns or maybe replace them.  

           17    But this is still very emerging and not fully developed 

           18    yet, but we still wanted to take a look.  

           19              So I've mentioned a couple times mitigation 

           20    measures.  Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, before 

           21    we can issue an authorization we need to put forth 

           22    mitigation measures that the companies must employ, both 

           23    to make sure that they have a negligible or a low impact 

           24    on the marine mammals and also to ensure that they are not 

           25    going to have any adverse effects on subsistence uses.  So 
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            1    we took a very hard look at mitigation measures that have 

            2    been required in the past, and we also look a hard look at 

            3    mitigation measures that have been suggested in the past 

            4    but haven't necessarily been employed.  

            5              And we divided them into four categories.  And 

            6    basically we were looking for ways to reduce impacts from 

            7    the sound that's put into the environment by these 

            8    companies during their activities.  We looked at ways to 

            9    reduce impacts that are not acoustic in nature, such as 

           10    from vessel activity.  And then we also looked at ways to 

           11    reduce impacts to subsistence resources and to subsistence 

           12    users.  

           13              And so, like I mentioned, we broke them into two 

           14    categories, standard and additional.  And for all of the 

           15    mitigation measures, we -- in the EIS and in the final 

           16    document there will be a full analysis of all of the 

           17    measures.  And we analyzed them based on three criteria.  

           18    And it's, one, is this measure going to help reduce 

           19    impacts to marine mammals?  Two, is the measure going to 

           20    be effective if it's implemented?  And then three, is the 

           21    measure actually practical for the applicant to implement?  

           22    Because if it's not going to be effective or if it's 

           23    impossible to implement, then there is really no point to 

           24    consider it.  So that's what we do.  

           25              We also analyzed the potential impacts to the 
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            1    entire environment.  We looked at the physical 

            2    environment.  So we looked at oceanography, we looked at 

            3    currents, we looked at air quality, water quality.  We 

            4    then looked at the biological environment.  We looked at 

            5    plankton, krill, fish.  And then we also looked at marine 

            6    mammals, at birds.  And then we looked at the 

            7    socioeconomic environment.  So we looked at what the 

            8    impacts might be to the economies of the communities up 

            9    here.  We looked at how subsistence resources might 

           10    potentially be affected:  Marine mammals, birds, fish.  

           11    And then we also looked at public health and other social 

           12    issues.  

           13              I only have marine mammals and subsistence on 

           14    this slide here, though, because those are the two 

           15    resources that the National Marine Fisheries Service has 

           16    to take the hardest look at when we are considering 

           17    whether or not to issue an Incidental Take Authorization 

           18    under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.  

           19              So basically you can see that marine mammals 

           20    will potentially be affected from the noise that is put 

           21    in, disturbance, potentially moving off of their migratory 

           22    route, potentially changing their behavior, maybe stop 

           23    feeding for a short time.  And then there is also the 

           24    potential for interactions with vessels.  

           25              And then with subsistence, we need to make sure 



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                        18



            1    that the animals are not pushed out to a distance where 

            2    they are unaccessible to hunters, and we need to ensure 

            3    that there is no physical barriers between the hunters and 

            4    the animals.  

            5              So the full EIS looks at all of the resources 

            6    that I just mentioned, but I just wanted to highlight 

            7    these two right now.  

            8              So how will this EIS be used in the future?  

            9    Basically what we have done is we have taken a look over 

           10    the next three to five years of what we think might 

           11    potentially -- companies might come to the Bureau of Ocean 

           12    Energy Management for authorization to go out and do 

           13    exploration and then, in turn, once they get that 

           14    authorization, they would then need to come to National 

           15    Marine Fisheries Service for the Marine Mammal Protection 

           16    Act coverage.  So we are hoping that this document, that 

           17    this evaluation, this analysis will be our environmental 

           18    analysis that will help guide us in those authorizations 

           19    and in those permitting decisions.  

           20              As Mike mentioned, this process has been going 

           21    on for a couple of years now.  We did the scoping in the 

           22    communities about two years ago, and in December we 

           23    actually put the draft environmental impact statement out 

           24    for public comments.  The public comment period is 

           25    ongoing, and it ends on February 28th.  And so at this 
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            1    point, we are at the stage where we want to hear from the 

            2    public.  We want to come and hear from the communities.  

            3    We encourage people to speak tonight.  We also encourage 

            4    people to submit written comments.  

            5              And once we get through this public comment 

            6    period, we sort through all of the comments, we assess 

            7    them, we make changes to the draft document based on those 

            8    comments, and then come up with the final environmental 

            9    impact statement.  And then we issue what's known as a 

           10    Record of Decision.  That is what tells the public what 

           11    alternative we have selected to implement and what our 

           12    decision is of how we are going to move forward in the 

           13    future based on the analysis in this document.  

           14              You can see this is our schedule for the 

           15    meetings.  We have already unfortunately had to miss 

           16    Kaktovik and Nuiqsut.  We got weathered out.  It was too 

           17    cold to fly.  So we're working on rescheduling those two, 

           18    but we hope the rest of this schedule goes smoothly.  

           19              And as I mentioned, this is the point where you 

           20    all get to make comments.  In a couple of minutes I'm 

           21    going to go through the last two slides, and then we are 

           22    going to pause for about five minutes while we find out 

           23    who it is would actually like to make some official 

           24    comments for the record.  Mary will record everything you 

           25    say.  And it will be considered as we go through all of 
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            1    the comments that we receive over the 60-day period.  

            2              There is not too many people, but we do ask that 

            3    you try to keep your comments concise just so everyone who 

            4    wants to gets an opportunity to speak.  And like I 

            5    mentioned, if you don't feel comfortable talking tonight, 

            6    you can submit written comments.  You can -- up until 

            7    February 28th you can send them by mail to the address 

            8    listed here.  You can send them by e-mail to the e-mail 

            9    address, or you can fax them to the phone number listed on 

           10    the slide.  

           11              We also have a project website available where 

           12    you can find additional information.  You can get the 

           13    entire document.  It's really long and not easy to get 

           14    through, but there is about a 35-page executive summary 

           15    which summarizes pretty much everything I've said here 

           16    tonight and the main points of the document and will give 

           17    you a really good idea of what it is we have looked at if 

           18    you want to look at that.  

           19              And with that, Mike and I are going to say thank 

           20    you very much for listening tonight.  We know you gave up 

           21    bingo to be here.  And we will pause for about three or 

           22    four minutes while we find out who would like to make some 

           23    comments for the record, and then we will go back on the 

           24    record and hear your comments.  So thank you.  

           25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  One last thing.  This 
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            1    afternoon a couple of you were there, but we met with the 

            2    IRA council this afternoon in a very good meeting.  We 

            3    have never been to Kivalina.  And some of the issues that 

            4    have been on people's mind around here largely in response 

            5    to Red Dog development were bought up at that meeting.  

            6    And when we go back, we will take a better look at how 

            7    that has impacted things over the years and try to 

            8    incorporate it in this document.  We will look at some 

            9    maps and some other information.  I don't know if it's in 

           10    this document now or not, but we need to include them.  

           11              So we will -- that was a very good meeting.  It 

           12    was a very good helpful suggestion, and we will 

           13    incorporate that.  So thank you to the council.  And with 

           14    that, we will be quiet.  And if people would like to ask 

           15    questions or put things on the record, we will take a 

           16    couple-minute break and we will start that process.  Thank 

           17    you very much.  

           18              When you ask a question, for the record can you 

           19    say your name and then ask the question.

           20                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm Alice Adams.  I'm 

           21    with the City Council.  And it was told to me this morning 

           22    that they were going to have an IRA meeting, and I'm 

           23    wondering why we weren't invited in another City Council 

           24    and why are you meeting only with IRA?  

           25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We are meeting only 
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            1    with IRA I think because that is who we were asked to meet 

            2    with a year ago.  I'll be the first to admit, we don't 

            3    know all the different tribal governments or councils in 

            4    each community.  And if we missed one, we apologize, but 

            5    that was the one that we were given to communicate with by 

            6    the individual who was in our meeting last year.  So we 

            7    sent letters to them, which is required, but that's how we 

            8    set up the meeting.  And quite often we depend on the 

            9    communities to tell other governments if we are coming.  

           10    And sometimes that happens, sometimes that doesn't.  It 

           11    wasn't because we don't care or we --

           12                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm not meaning that.  

           13                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We didn't know about 

           14    it.

           15                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Because the IRA 

           16    represents a tribe and City Council needs to be invited in 

           17    something.  This is a big issue.  

           18                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yeah.  And -- 

           19                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And we need to know 

           20    words from people like you that come.  And when they said, 

           21    yeah, you could come to that meeting, that's not a proper 

           22    way to ask City Council.  

           23                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We just didn't know.  

           24    I'm sorry.  We didn't know this time.

           25                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I don't want to offend 
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            1    nobody, but this is not working right, you know, just 

            2    meeting with one organization, and they don't tell us all 

            3    the information.  Even if they say you could come to the 

            4    meeting, it's not a proper way for me.  

            5                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Maybe we could get the 

            6    address tonight of the City Council.  And I don't know 

            7    that we can come back, but we can provide to you 

            8    information that we got.  That way you can at least know 

            9    and we can apologize formally because it wasn't meant 

           10    to -- this is the first time I have been in Kivalina.  And 

           11    a year ago we were told to have a public meeting and meet 

           12    with the IRA Council and have a discussion.  And that's 

           13    what we did.  And if we missed anybody, it was 

           14    unintentional.  But thank you for bringing it up.  And the 

           15    only way I can see to fix it now is maybe get a letter 

           16    back to you and tell you what went on and go from there 

           17    perhaps.

           18                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  There are so many 

           19    meetings we are being omitted from, and it's not the 

           20    proper way to help.  Our tribe, the community, all of us 

           21    members that were elected from the community need to know 

           22    what's going on in the surrounding, and people like you 

           23    that come from far away, we need to know and not hear from 

           24    other people because the story gets different when we hear 

           25    it from other people.  
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            1                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  Thank you.

            2                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Thank you for listening.  

            3                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.  

            4                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Can you list maybe 

            5    verbally what all the mitigation measures are?  

            6                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  I can't say all of 

            7    them because the list is actually quite extensive, but I 

            8    can give you an example of some, if you would like.  So 

            9    some examples of some of the more standard mitigation 

           10    measures that have been required over the last several 

           11    years, for example, involve marine mammal observers on the 

           12    vessels, creating zones that are known as exclusion zones 

           13    so that animals don't enter into areas that might have 

           14    sound levels that are potentially injurious.  Other 

           15    examples have to do with reducing your vessel speed in 

           16    certain conditions or steering the course of your vessel 

           17    away if you see a group of marine mammals.  

           18              We also have, as far as subsistence mitigation 

           19    measures, the communication centers I know have been in 

           20    use in many of the communities with the industry for 

           21    several years now.  They also hire what they call 

           22    subsistence advisors, letting them know where and when 

           23    active hunting is going on.  In the Beaufort Sea there has 

           24    been a standard measure that come August 25th companies 

           25    working in the Camden Bay area actually shut down and move 
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            1    off site completely in order to allow for Kaktovik and 

            2    Nuiqsut at Cross Island to have their fall whaling.  There 

            3    have been measures in the Chukchi Sea that companies not 

            4    begin transiting into the area until July 1st because of 

            5    beluga hunting that's going on in some of the communities 

            6    here.  

            7              So those are some of the measures.  And then 

            8    there are some additional time/area closures that we are 

            9    considering for the first time and we are trying to 

           10    analyze.  And we would definitely love to hear from people 

           11    here tonight if we have missed any of those areas, if we 

           12    have missed any important times when sealing or whaling is 

           13    going on.  We very much want to know what those are so we 

           14    can analyze them and consider them appropriately.  Is that 

           15    a good enough list or --

           16                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.

           17                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  Just a comment.  Stan 

           18    Hawley.  I'm the tribal administrator.  Just a comment.  

           19    Kivalina is a whaling community and Point Hope is a 

           20    whaling community.  We interact with Point Hope a whole 

           21    lot.  Our subsistence foods, trading.  We have a whole lot 

           22    of relatives up there.  And whatever Point Hope wants to 

           23    do with the subject of oil and gas activities, 

           24    exploration, if Point Hope supports it, Kivalina will 

           25    support it.  If Point Hope says no way, Kivalina will 
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            1    probably say no way.  That's just how it's been for -- 

            2    since God put us on the map.  That's how it's going to be.  

            3              I could -- our personal experience with 

            4    industry, this village has experience with Red Dog Mine.  

            5    The mine and the State deals mostly with a landowner.  And 

            6    you can say in truth Kivalina is not the landowner.  NANA 

            7    is the landowner, a corporation.  And if you want to drill 

            8    out there, you are risking humongous effects on our 

            9    livelihood.  And the magnitude of your effects are so mind 

           10    boggling to us, there is just no way we can risk an oil 

           11    spill out there.  There is just no way.  If we had an oil 

           12    spill out there, our livelihood basically is harmed in a 

           13    big way.  

           14              And if you want to gain our support, the best 

           15    way to do that would be to work with us individually, not 

           16    the village, as villagers.  Don't deal with the landowner, 

           17    a corporation based in Anchorage or Kotzebue.  Don't deal 

           18    with the Borough.  Don't deal with NANA.  Don't deal with 

           19    the State.  Come here and deal with us.  

           20                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Can I ask you a 

           21    question?  What about the AEWC; how do you work with them?

           22                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  AEWC, they are -- 

           23    Kivalina has a whaling captain's association.  There is 

           24    one there.  But where is the rest of them?  The rest of 

           25    them are at home watching TV.  So there is -- there is -- 
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            1    I can guarantee you if you moved your exploration from the 

            2    Beaufort side and the Chukchi side, the northern side down 

            3    to our side, those old men are going to be out here, going 

            4    to be in here.  But as it stands now, because we are on 

            5    the southern side, we are not going to see a whole lot of 

            6    negative effects from your exploration.  

            7                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Do you whale out of 

            8    Kivalina, or do you -- 

            9                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.  

           10                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  You don't go to Point 

           11    Hope?  

           12                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  We go out in the 

           13    ocean.  

           14                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  And like I said, if 

           15    Point Hope is supporting your activities, your proposals, 

           16    we will support it; but if not, probably not.  

           17                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  That's good to 

           18    know.  Thank you.  

           19                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  My name is Lucy Adams.  I 

           20    like what Stan is saying because this is our village.  

           21    It's true when he told you that you have to listen to 

           22    Kivalina people because we live by hunting.  We can't go 

           23    without ringed seal, bearded seal, beluga whale.  They 

           24    live in our ocean in front of us.  We don't go to Point 

           25    Hope, in front of Point Hope to hunt whale.  They hunt 
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            1    their own.  They hunt their own.  And we store food for 

            2    winter.  How good are you going to protect the sea mammals 

            3    that we eat because from Red Dog Mine our fish and our 

            4    water are all damaged and part of our land, part of our 

            5    land eroding from the chemicals that they -- what they use 

            6    at Red Dog Mine.  

            7              And they will be damaging more of our land if 

            8    they build roads from under the mine by Kobuk if they 

            9    decide to build a road close to our village.  All of our 

           10    subsistence lifestyle will be damaged.  

           11              And this fall we had ringed seals that are sick, 

           12    that are afraid to go to the ocean.  What causes them to 

           13    live in our lagoon?  Lots of ringed seals were sick 

           14    because I work on two of them myself.  I just threw the 

           15    meat, the blubber -- the skin only what I saved, the skin, 

           16    which is a little better.  Too many pusses.  And I was 

           17    sad, and I start going back to thinking when -- what they 

           18    call that company, the one that -- that wanted to drill in 

           19    front of Wainwright?  I forget the name.  Names always 

           20    disappear now.  

           21              How good are you going to protect our sea 

           22    mammals if there is oil spill, if they spill oil in the 

           23    ocean, if they drill in our ocean?  

           24              So I'm talking about what we eat.  We can't live 

           25    with store-bought food.  They are too expensive, and we 
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            1    were not raised with them.  We raised -- our parents 

            2    raised us just by hunting.  And then when we become 

            3    parents, we do the hunting and they raise their kids.  

            4    This is our life.  Sometimes I get sad because they want 

            5    to change our life.  What are we going to eat?  

            6              We have no jobs from what they build because 

            7    many of our young people and young ladies are not working 

            8    at Red Dog Mine.  Many of them are not working just like 

            9    they promised.  But the other villages, even from the 

           10    States, are working at Red Dog Mine.  The promise is 

           11    broken.  

           12              I always think about my grandchildren.  My 

           13    grandchildren who are growing right now, they can't go 

           14    without seal and without red meat.  They want to eat it 

           15    all the time.  They want to eat frozen koak all the time.  

           16    They don't eat all the foods from the store.

           17              So this is what I wanted to say for the record 

           18    because we live here and we eat sea mammals, caribou, fish 

           19    from the land and from the ocean we live.  We don't live 

           20    on store-bought food.  We raised with -- if we try to live 

           21    only with store-bought food, me, I always start to get 

           22    sick.  I don't know why.  Because my stomach is not used 

           23    to those foods, I know.  Or I would have hard [inaudible].  

           24    And we need to protect our subsistence lifestyle.  

           25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.  
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            1                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  The companies don't 

            2    listen after they build their Red Dog mine.  They don't 

            3    listen to the Kivalina people.  They just hurt us.  They 

            4    don't -- they don't listen to what we try to say to 

            5    protect our subsistence hunting.  That's why I say the 

            6    promise is broke.  

            7                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I'm not sure what to 

            8    say.  Thank you.  All I can say is we will try not to be 

            9    like Red Dog.  We will try to work with the communities.  

           10    That's one thing we did learn about last time.  We have 

           11    been trying to do it ever since.  I don't know the outcome 

           12    of this.  We will try to do everything we can to protect 

           13    your subsistence way.  That's really the only thing -- 

           14    that's really our primary responsibility in this is to try 

           15    to make sure the subsistence lifestyles aren't impacted 

           16    the way they were when Red Dog was happening.  We will do 

           17    everything we can to see that that happens.  

           18              If anything changes, if anything looks like it 

           19    might change, I would imagine we would come back and talk 

           20    to you again, try to get some more -- try to figure out 

           21    what to do.  It's obvious from the meeting here and the 

           22    meeting this afternoon that things went very badly here in 

           23    Kivalina as a result of what went on at Red Dog.  I'm 

           24    sorry.  I wasn't here.  I am sorry for that, though.  And 

           25    we will try very hard not to let that happen in this case.
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            1                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  I sure always wanted to 

            2    find out from what the ringed seals were so sick this 

            3    fall.  

            4                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I can tell you that -- 

            5    along that line, I don't have an answer as to why they 

            6    were so sick, but it's not just Kivalina.  There are 

            7    ringed seals and spotted seals dying all along the coast 

            8    of Alaska.  And our particular agency is actually looking 

            9    into that.  We've collected over 100 carcasses.  They all 

           10    have these lesions on them like you talked about.  They 

           11    all look sick.  I don't know the answer right now.  

           12              We have two agencies, the State and several 

           13    veterinary type people looking into what might be the 

           14    cause of why they are dying.  We had one person in 

           15    Wainwright who was convinced it had something to do with 

           16    the nuclear spill in Japan a year ago.  I don't know if 

           17    that's true or not, but there are things out there that 

           18    could have caused this.  And you might get an answer to 

           19    that.  I don't think it's related to anything that's 

           20    happened in the last -- oil and gas, but you might get an 

           21    answer.  We might be able to find something out.  But 

           22    that's happening everywhere, not just Kivalina.  It's 

           23    pretty widespread, which isn't good.

           24                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  Yeah, because I was at 

           25    Point Hope last week, and I tried to get ringed seal skin 



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                        32



            1    to make [indiscernible], and one lady gave me about that 

            2    big.  It's medium size.  It's not small.  It's not big.  

            3    It's medium size.  I thought she was going to give me only 

            4    the skin.  When she say sealskin, I said, I'll take the 

            5    sealskin.  And when she let her grandson bring it to me, 

            6    it had -- it was the whole seal.  And before I went out to 

            7    look at it, Morris Oviak where I stay come inside and 

            8    say -- he was the one that bring it to me.  He say, Lucy, 

            9    that ring seal don't look healthy, the one that they 

           10    bring.  So I went out.  Yeah, sure.  It's just like what I 

           11    skin in first part of October, last part of September, the 

           12    skin looks that way like when I was -- so I leave it.  I 

           13    didn't take it.  

           14                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, whatever it is, 

           15    it's -- it's going all along the coast of Alaska.  

           16                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  But he get it January, 

           17    that ringed seal.  I think that some of them are still 

           18    sick.

           19                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We will find out this 

           20    year.  I hope not, but yes.  Are there any other comments 

           21    right now that anybody would like to say?  If not -- 

           22                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  On that first part what 

           23    you showed, you used the word "harass."  And I know what 

           24    harass mean, but what do you use it for in that part?  

           25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  In this part?  Well, 
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            1    one -- the National Marine Fisheries Service, our 

            2    agency -- let me start over.  For activities that go on in 

            3    the ocean, not fishing but other activities, not 

            4    subsistence -- oil and gas, Navy, shipping, construction, 

            5    when they do these activities in an area where there are 

            6    marine mammals, whether it's Alaska or California or East 

            7    Coast, they are going to disturb or harass marine mammals.  

            8    It's our responsibility to make sure that the number of 

            9    marine mammals that get harassed and the way that they do 

           10    it, the impact is minimized.  We don't try to stop it all, 

           11    but we try to minimize the impact.  And that's our primary 

           12    responsibility.  

           13              So when we talk about harassment in this slide, 

           14    we are going to try to minimize harassment to marine 

           15    mammals and harassment to subsistence users by the oil and 

           16    gas industry.  That's our responsibility and that's -- 

           17    when we -- if we get to the permits, the thing we looked 

           18    at is how do we minimize effects on marine mammals and, in 

           19    Alaska, effects on availability of those animals to 

           20    subsistence users.  So that's -- I don't know if that 

           21    helped you.

           22                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Yeah.  And one more.  

           23    How many public meetings do you get to go all the villages 

           24    up the coast?  

           25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I think we are doing 
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            1    12.  

            2                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  A total of eight.  

            3    Nine.  Anchorage is number nine.  So we have already been 

            4    to Wainwright and to Barrow.  We were supposed to go to 

            5    Kaktovik and Nuiqsut last week, but it was too cold for 

            6    the planes to fly, so we're looking to reschedule those.  

            7    Tonight was Kivalina.  Tomorrow we are doing both Kotzebue 

            8    and Point Hope, and Wednesday we're going to Point Lay, 

            9    and then we'll go back and hold our final meeting in 

           10    Anchorage.

           11                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  So you are counting each 

           12    public meeting you have in the village like one, and then 

           13    if you go to Point Hope it will be two, three?  Like are 

           14    you counting that way or -- 

           15                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yes.  And in each 

           16    village we also try to meet with at least one 

           17    government-to-government meeting, at least one.  So the 

           18    total number of meetings over two weeks is about 14.  

           19    Eight or nine must be meetings and seven or eight 

           20    government-to-government type meetings.

           21                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And in the states you 

           22    know where they have all that floods, tornadoes, 

           23    hurricanes and all that and the crops and stuff they stop 

           24    going because of disaster.  And then here in our community 

           25    we depend on the animals out there because there will be 
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            1    no more things that they make, like rice, flour, sugar, 

            2    all that stuff that used to grow.  And if it stops, we 

            3    will have to depend on our --

            4                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, things that 

            5    happen in the Lower 48 affect you here, too, yes.  That's 

            6    true.  If there are no more questions tonight -- Candace 

            7    mentioned the comment period is open till the end of the 

            8    month.  We hope to hear from -- we hope to hear from 

            9    everybody, actually.  If you have thoughts that you don't 

           10    have tonight or ideas about things that we can look at in 

           11    Kivalina to make sure that your way of life and your 

           12    subsistence are protected, please let us know.  And if 

           13    there is no other questions, that's what we wanted to talk 

           14    about tonight.  We really do thank you for coming out.  

           15    And it's been kind of crazy this past week because of the 

           16    weather, and we appreciate this meeting tonight.  Thank 

           17    you.  Okay.  Thank you very much.  

           18               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:17 p.m.)

           19               

           20               

           21               

           22               

           23               

           24               

           25               
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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  My name is Mike Payne.
 3    I work for the National Marine Fisheries Service, and we
 4    met with the IRA Council this afternoon and are hoping to
 5    have a public meeting tonight.  We will have one, but I
 6    guess it's not the best time for a couple of reasons,
 7    search and rescue and other reasons.  I'm sorry for that.
 8              But what we came here to talk about today is
 9    something we have been working on for a few years, and
10    that is the environmental impact statement on the effects
11    of oil and gas development in the Chukchi and Beaufort
12    Seas.  Before we get started, I know sometimes there is an
13    invocation.  I don't know if there is a tribal Elder here,
14    if you would like to give the invocation.
15               (A prayer was offered by Ms. Lucy Adams.)
16                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  There is a number of
17    us here tonight.  We are going from community to community
18    to talk about this.  We have been doing this for a couple
19    of years.  My name is Mike Payne.  I'm the one in the
20    upper left.  Candace Nachman, who works with me at the
21    National Marine Fisheries Service, we're both from
22    Washington, D.C.  With us tonight we have several people
23    who are contractors that are working with us:  Jon Isaacs
24    and Amy Rosenthal.  We also have Jana Lage, who is
25    with Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  And Mary Vavrik
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 1    is the court reporter tonight.  So whatever we say tonight
 2    will be kind of on the record.
 3              So what we are here to -- we're here directly as
 4    a result of a request, actually.  An individual was at a
 5    meeting we held last year, and they wanted us to stop by
 6    and let people know what was going on.  So we're here to
 7    do that.  The purpose of the meeting is to talk about the
 8    activity that we expect to occur in the Chukchi and Bering
 9    Sea related to oil and gas development in the next few
10    years.  There are several oil companies that are asking
11    for permission and getting permits to do their seismic and
12    to do exploratory drilling in both Chukchi Sea and the
13    Beaufort Sea.
14              This is the first time that they have come up
15    here to talk about drilling in the Chukchi for almost 30
16    years.  This will be the first year this year that they
17    tried.
18              One of the reasons that we are here, the
19    principal reason is that before any particular agency can
20    allow oil and goes companies to come up here, we have got
21    to make sure -- we have got to do our best to make sure
22    that the activity doesn't affect marine mammals, whales,
23    seals, walrus, beluga; it doesn't affect the ability of
24    subsistence hunters to go out and get those animals; and
25    it doesn't affect the ability to the communities to live
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 1    your life and get the food you get.  And that's true for
 2    each community.
 3              As I said, both agencies authorize permits of
 4    different kinds.  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
 5    authorize the activity.  They are the ones that allow the
 6    exploratory, the lease sales.  They allow exploratory
 7    drilling, exploratory seismic surveys.  They do the
 8    proposed sales early on.  The National Marine Fisheries
 9    Service, our primary responsibility is to make sure none
10    of those activities affect the marine mammals.  So it's
11    kind of a dual purpose.
12              I might say now that throughout this process, we
13    have a couple of cooperating agencies, but we have also
14    been involved with the North Slope Borough.  They have
15    been cooperating agents that have been involved from the
16    very beginning, and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.
17    So we have tried to take into account a lot of the
18    information that we are getting from people from the North
19    Slope other than the agencies.
20              This is the study area.  If you look at it, all
21    the way from the left from Kivalina, Kotzebue, we are
22    trying to get to all those communities in the next few
23    weeks.  We were able to get to a couple of them last week,
24    and we got weathered out, and we will try to go back.
25    This week we are trying to do all the communities on the
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 1    Chukchi side.  So we will go to Point Hope, Point Lay and
 2    Kotzebue.
 3              The environmental impact statement is a large
 4    document.  It is.  We have been working on it for a while.
 5    And briefly, this is kind of what it does.  It looks at
 6    the effects of a lot of activities.  This is the first
 7    year that you have oil and gas drilling up here for a long
 8    time.  We don't know how much activity exactly, but we
 9    have kind of estimated.  It looks at the impacts of the
10    drilling activity in addition to everything else that you
11    have got going on.  A good example for this community is
12    it looks at the impacts on top of Red Dog.  It looks at
13    impacts of vessel traffic going into the Chukchi more and
14    more because of ice warming.  It looks at the impacts of
15    other vessel traffic and anything else that might affect
16    the availability of marine mammals to everybody.
17              One thing we have to do before we issue permits
18    is make sure that the oil companies, if they go out there
19    and do their drilling and do their seismic, have
20    monitoring plans in place to make sure that what they say
21    they'll do, they actually will do that.  They won't do
22    something other than what we permit them to do.  So if
23    they come up with an activity, we will do -- we will do
24    things to make sure that it doesn't have an effect to the
25    best ability we can.
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 1              We actually look to different people in the
 2    communities in that regard.  If there are things that
 3    Kivalina, for example, believes we should consider as a
 4    measure to prevent harm to Kivalina or to the subsistence
 5    users or to the whalers, then we would like to know that.
 6    Each community is a little bit different.  Each one of
 7    them has a different view on oil and gas development, and
 8    each of them have a different view on what they would like
 9    to see around their communities to make sure it doesn't
10    affect them.
11              The environmental impact statement is kind of
12    the basis under NEPA, which is a federal law, that will
13    allow us to go forward for the next few years.  And the
14    next few years is what we are looking at.  We are not
15    looking at anything ten years from now.  But we think we
16    have a pretty good idea of what the oil and gas companies
17    may do out here for the next three to four years.
18              These are the people that have been involved.
19    We tried to include as many people as we can.  We have
20    looked at all the sources that we can, including documents
21    that we got from different places, reports, traditional
22    knowledge to the extent that we could get it from each
23    community, or actually URS has been very involved in
24    trying to pull together what information they can find on
25    traditional knowledge.  The Alaska Eskimo Whaling
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 1    Commission has reviewed this document several times.  They
 2    have been working with us a lot, as has the North Slope
 3    Borough.
 4              So in addition to that, this is the second round
 5    of public meetings that we have had, and it is the first
 6    time we have been to Kivalina.  So we are glad to be here.
 7              Two years ago we came to all the communities,
 8    and at that time we were just thinking about what kind of
 9    alternatives -- these are the issues that people at that
10    time said were most important to them.  These were the
11    ones they were most concerned about when it comes to oil
12    and gas.  The first one is always the impact to marine
13    mammals and habitat.  Everybody was concerned about oil
14    and gas effects on the seals, belugas.  Perhaps the one
15    that scares everybody the most is what happens if there is
16    an oil spill.  And we have tried to -- we have tried to
17    look at the different alternatives for what would happen
18    if there was a spill, what we thought we needed.  And so
19    we have looked at that.  But that's still probably
20    [inaudible] what if there is an oil spill.
21              Climate change is something we can't control,
22    but it certainly is a factor.  Things are getting warmer,
23    and there is a lot less ice than there used to be.  From
24    our perspective, protecting subsistence life and the
25    animals that you depend on are of primary importance.  We
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 1    don't want anything to happen to the whale stock, bowhead
 2    stock, ice seals.
 3              Another thing that we do is every time somebody
 4    comes in for a permit we take a look at it, and using what
 5    information that's in the permit application and what we
 6    know about the area, we try to condition the permit so it
 7    has a minimum effect.  That is, if the activity occurs at
 8    a time when there is going to be some whaling, we try to
 9    steer the activity away from it.  We try to keep whaling
10    or subsistence hunting and oil and gas development
11    separate as best we can.  Wherever the two overlap, we
12    always have problems; everybody has problems.  So we have
13    been trying to direct them away from the areas that you
14    need to do your subsistence.
15              And I've already talked a little bit about this.
16    One thing I will say is that we are looking at a level of
17    activity that's much greater than anything we have seen to
18    see what the effects would be.  Up until now there has
19    only been one or two activities going on at any one time.
20    I think in the next three or four years there will be
21    several activities in any given year, but not nearly as
22    much as [inaudible].  For example, this year we will be
23    drilling this summer, so we have tried to look at that.
24              So I'm going to let Candace take over here.  We
25    have several alternatives we have looked at, and Candace
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 1    will talk about each of those.  If you have questions,
 2    just ask; otherwise, we will be done in about -- we will
 3    take questions after the presentation.
 4                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  Hi.  As Mike
 5    mentioned at the beginning, I'm Candace Nachman.  I work
 6    at the National Marine Fisheries Service in Washington,
 7    D.C.  And I'm going to kind of walk you through the meat
 8    of the document so you can understand what it is that we
 9    are analyzing and what it is that we really want to hear
10    from all of you.
11              While we work on getting the presentation back
12    up, I'll just go through the slides.  I kind of have them
13    in my head already.
14              Basically what you have to do in an
15    environmental impact statement is you have to look at a
16    range of alternatives.  You can't just analyze one thing.
17    You need to analyze a whole big range.  So we have
18    actually picked five alternatives to analyze in this
19    document.  And these alternatives were developed through
20    comments that we have heard over the last two years from
21    the communities, from the industry, basically from
22    everybody who has some sort of interest in this document.
23              And these alternatives look at a range of
24    activity that could occur, seismic surveys as well as
25    exploratory drilling.  And then they also analyze a range
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 1    of mitigation measures to reduce impacts both to the
 2    species themselves and also to the subsistence users.  And
 3    then we have also explored different types of monitoring
 4    so that the companies can actually go out and get a better
 5    sense of the impacts of their activities and we also have
 6    been exploring different ways for the companies to come up
 7    and interact with the communities in a meaningful way so
 8    that the measures that they put in to reduce impacts to
 9    subsistence are actually measures that are agreed to both
10    between the industry and the subsistence users themselves
11    so that it's not a one-way street.
12              I'm really sorry that we don't have the slides
13    because there was actually going to be some nice graphics
14    for you to look at.  They are hanging on the wall there.
15              So like I said, we have five alternatives that
16    we have analyzed.  The first alternative is what's known
17    as a No-Action Alternative.  It is a required alternative
18    to be analyzed in any document.  And what it means is
19    there would be no activity up here.  Industry would not be
20    getting permits from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
21    for seismic and they would not be receiving any
22    authorizations from the National Marine Fisheries Service
23    to illegally take or harass marine mammals.  So any
24    activity that would go on would be illegal.  So that's the
25    first alternative that we have analyzed.
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 1              The second alternative looks at a level of
 2    activity that we consider a lower level, but is actually
 3    higher than anything that has happened up here in the last
 4    five to six years.  We look at the number of surveys that
 5    could occur both in the Beaufort and the Chukchi Sea in
 6    any one season.  And when you add up the numbers, it comes
 7    to a total of 16 activities in one season which, I have to
 8    tell you, is higher than anything we actually believe to
 9    happen in one season.
10              The third alternative looks at an even higher
11    level of activity from the first and second alternative.
12    And again, it's for activities both in the Beaufort and
13    the Chukchi Sea because we are looking at from Kaktovik
14    all the way down to Kivalina and Kotzebue.  And that level
15    of activity goes up to about --
16              So this is the alternative I was just talking
17    about, Alternative 2 with the lower level of activity.  So
18    once you go from nothing, this is the level of activity
19    that we go to.  And what we did to analyze this level of
20    activity within the document is we came up with some
21    conceptual examples.  And so this is a conceptual example
22    for the Beaufort side, but I'll show you the Chukchi side
23    since that's where we are here.
24              And even though we are looking at 16, that's
25    honestly not realistic in what's happened in the last few
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 1    years, so what we did is we took a more realistic picture
 2    and said if you have these activities -- and there are
 3    some circles up there which show the sound fields.  So if
 4    you put these activities in the Chukchi Sea, where would
 5    the sound fields be that the animals might be going
 6    through and how close together are they, meaning are there
 7    areas where the animals can go where there isn't that
 8    sound field or are the areas overlapping and maybe they
 9    would have to go further out to avoid it.
10              So then if we go to what I was just talking
11    about, which is Alternative 3, which is that higher level
12    of activity, we then created some conceptual examples for
13    that, as well.  And so this is the Beaufort side again
14    with a lot of the activity concentrated in Camden Bay
15    because that's where a lot of the leases are that have
16    already been sold.  And then when we come to the Chukchi
17    side, you can see that those lease sales or the lease
18    areas where companies are working are about between 65 and
19    100 miles offshore.  So then you have them all working in
20    this one broad lease sale area.  So you can see that the
21    activities themselves start to overlay a little bit.
22              So then what we did is we came up with two more
23    alternatives that really took some of the scoping comments
24    into consideration.  And what we did with Alternative 4 is
25    we took that level of activity that we consider in
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 1    Alternative 3 and we took some time/area closures that we
 2    are considering in all of the alternatives, but in
 3    Alternative 4, what we did is we made them mandatory or
 4    required.
 5              And a time/area closure means that an activity
 6    cannot occur in a certain area at a certain time of year.
 7    And we designated these areas on two criteria.  One was:
 8    Is it an important area to the animals biologically?  Are
 9    they migrating?  Are they feeding?  Are they resting?  And
10    the second criterion that we used was:  Is this an area
11    where there is an active subsistence hunt going on of
12    seals, of whales?  And we wanted to close them off either
13    at the time where it's important biologically or it's
14    important to the subsistence users to avoid any conflict
15    between the oil and gas activity and the subsistence or
16    the marine mammal biological activity.  So that's what
17    Alternative 4 really does is it really puts these
18    time/area closures into full effect.
19              And I have some graphics here.  So on the
20    Beaufort side, we identified Camden Bay, and then we also
21    identified Barrow Canyon and the shelf break in the
22    Western Beaufort Sea.  And in the Chukchi Sea we
23    identified Hannah Shoal and then we also identified
24    Kasegaluk Lagoon and the Ledyard Bay Critical Habitat Unit
25    as very important areas to marine mammals, and then the
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 1    Ledyard Bay areas as very important to eiders.
 2              And then the final alternative that we looked at
 3    has to do with new technologies, technologies other than
 4    air guns which are what's used by the companies to
 5    conduct seismic surveys.  The air guns emit sound into the
 6    environment, and the reverberation of that or the pressure
 7    from that sound is what is used by the companies to know
 8    what oil reserves might be in the ground.
 9              So right now there are some technologies that
10    are in development.  They are not commercially available
11    yet.  They are not really ready to be used in a full
12    activity sense, but we wanted to analyze them.  And
13    hopefully in the next few years these technologies will
14    start to develop, more research will go into them, and
15    perhaps maybe at some point in the future they could be
16    used to either augment the air guns or maybe replace them.
17    But this is still very emerging and not fully developed
18    yet, but we still wanted to take a look.
19              So I've mentioned a couple times mitigation
20    measures.  Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, before
21    we can issue an authorization we need to put forth
22    mitigation measures that the companies must employ, both
23    to make sure that they have a negligible or a low impact
24    on the marine mammals and also to ensure that they are not
25    going to have any adverse effects on subsistence uses.  So
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 1    we took a very hard look at mitigation measures that have
 2    been required in the past, and we also look a hard look at
 3    mitigation measures that have been suggested in the past
 4    but haven't necessarily been employed.
 5              And we divided them into four categories.  And
 6    basically we were looking for ways to reduce impacts from
 7    the sound that's put into the environment by these
 8    companies during their activities.  We looked at ways to
 9    reduce impacts that are not acoustic in nature, such as
10    from vessel activity.  And then we also looked at ways to
11    reduce impacts to subsistence resources and to subsistence
12    users.
13              And so, like I mentioned, we broke them into two
14    categories, standard and additional.  And for all of the
15    mitigation measures, we -- in the EIS and in the final
16    document there will be a full analysis of all of the
17    measures.  And we analyzed them based on three criteria.
18    And it's, one, is this measure going to help reduce
19    impacts to marine mammals?  Two, is the measure going to
20    be effective if it's implemented?  And then three, is the
21    measure actually practical for the applicant to implement?
22    Because if it's not going to be effective or if it's
23    impossible to implement, then there is really no point to
24    consider it.  So that's what we do.
25              We also analyzed the potential impacts to the
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 1    entire environment.  We looked at the physical
 2    environment.  So we looked at oceanography, we looked at
 3    currents, we looked at air quality, water quality.  We
 4    then looked at the biological environment.  We looked at
 5    plankton, krill, fish.  And then we also looked at marine
 6    mammals, at birds.  And then we looked at the
 7    socioeconomic environment.  So we looked at what the
 8    impacts might be to the economies of the communities up
 9    here.  We looked at how subsistence resources might
10    potentially be affected:  Marine mammals, birds, fish.
11    And then we also looked at public health and other social
12    issues.
13              I only have marine mammals and subsistence on
14    this slide here, though, because those are the two
15    resources that the National Marine Fisheries Service has
16    to take the hardest look at when we are considering
17    whether or not to issue an Incidental Take Authorization
18    under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
19              So basically you can see that marine mammals
20    will potentially be affected from the noise that is put
21    in, disturbance, potentially moving off of their migratory
22    route, potentially changing their behavior, maybe stop
23    feeding for a short time.  And then there is also the
24    potential for interactions with vessels.
25              And then with subsistence, we need to make sure
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 1    that the animals are not pushed out to a distance where
 2    they are unaccessible to hunters, and we need to ensure
 3    that there is no physical barriers between the hunters and
 4    the animals.
 5              So the full EIS looks at all of the resources
 6    that I just mentioned, but I just wanted to highlight
 7    these two right now.
 8              So how will this EIS be used in the future?
 9    Basically what we have done is we have taken a look over
10    the next three to five years of what we think might
11    potentially -- companies might come to the Bureau of Ocean
12    Energy Management for authorization to go out and do
13    exploration and then, in turn, once they get that
14    authorization, they would then need to come to National
15    Marine Fisheries Service for the Marine Mammal Protection
16    Act coverage.  So we are hoping that this document, that
17    this evaluation, this analysis will be our environmental
18    analysis that will help guide us in those authorizations
19    and in those permitting decisions.
20              As Mike mentioned, this process has been going
21    on for a couple of years now.  We did the scoping in the
22    communities about two years ago, and in December we
23    actually put the draft environmental impact statement out
24    for public comments.  The public comment period is
25    ongoing, and it ends on February 28th.  And so at this
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 1    point, we are at the stage where we want to hear from the
 2    public.  We want to come and hear from the communities.
 3    We encourage people to speak tonight.  We also encourage
 4    people to submit written comments.
 5              And once we get through this public comment
 6    period, we sort through all of the comments, we assess
 7    them, we make changes to the draft document based on those
 8    comments, and then come up with the final environmental
 9    impact statement.  And then we issue what's known as a
10    Record of Decision.  That is what tells the public what
11    alternative we have selected to implement and what our
12    decision is of how we are going to move forward in the
13    future based on the analysis in this document.
14              You can see this is our schedule for the
15    meetings.  We have already unfortunately had to miss
16    Kaktovik and Nuiqsut.  We got weathered out.  It was too
17    cold to fly.  So we're working on rescheduling those two,
18    but we hope the rest of this schedule goes smoothly.
19              And as I mentioned, this is the point where you
20    all get to make comments.  In a couple of minutes I'm
21    going to go through the last two slides, and then we are
22    going to pause for about five minutes while we find out
23    who it is would actually like to make some official
24    comments for the record.  Mary will record everything you
25    say.  And it will be considered as we go through all of
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 1    the comments that we receive over the 60-day period.
 2              There is not too many people, but we do ask that
 3    you try to keep your comments concise just so everyone who
 4    wants to gets an opportunity to speak.  And like I
 5    mentioned, if you don't feel comfortable talking tonight,
 6    you can submit written comments.  You can -- up until
 7    February 28th you can send them by mail to the address
 8    listed here.  You can send them by e-mail to the e-mail
 9    address, or you can fax them to the phone number listed on
10    the slide.
11              We also have a project website available where
12    you can find additional information.  You can get the
13    entire document.  It's really long and not easy to get
14    through, but there is about a 35-page executive summary
15    which summarizes pretty much everything I've said here
16    tonight and the main points of the document and will give
17    you a really good idea of what it is we have looked at if
18    you want to look at that.
19              And with that, Mike and I are going to say thank
20    you very much for listening tonight.  We know you gave up
21    bingo to be here.  And we will pause for about three or
22    four minutes while we find out who would like to make some
23    comments for the record, and then we will go back on the
24    record and hear your comments.  So thank you.
25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  One last thing.  This
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 1    afternoon a couple of you were there, but we met with the
 2    IRA council this afternoon in a very good meeting.  We
 3    have never been to Kivalina.  And some of the issues that
 4    have been on people's mind around here largely in response
 5    to Red Dog development were bought up at that meeting.
 6    And when we go back, we will take a better look at how
 7    that has impacted things over the years and try to
 8    incorporate it in this document.  We will look at some
 9    maps and some other information.  I don't know if it's in
10    this document now or not, but we need to include them.
11              So we will -- that was a very good meeting.  It
12    was a very good helpful suggestion, and we will
13    incorporate that.  So thank you to the council.  And with
14    that, we will be quiet.  And if people would like to ask
15    questions or put things on the record, we will take a
16    couple-minute break and we will start that process.  Thank
17    you very much.
18              When you ask a question, for the record can you
19    say your name and then ask the question.
20                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm Alice Adams.  I'm
21    with the City Council.  And it was told to me this morning
22    that they were going to have an IRA meeting, and I'm
23    wondering why we weren't invited in another City Council
24    and why are you meeting only with IRA?
25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We are meeting only
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 1    with IRA I think because that is who we were asked to meet
 2    with a year ago.  I'll be the first to admit, we don't
 3    know all the different tribal governments or councils in
 4    each community.  And if we missed one, we apologize, but
 5    that was the one that we were given to communicate with by
 6    the individual who was in our meeting last year.  So we
 7    sent letters to them, which is required, but that's how we
 8    set up the meeting.  And quite often we depend on the
 9    communities to tell other governments if we are coming.
10    And sometimes that happens, sometimes that doesn't.  It
11    wasn't because we don't care or we --
12                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm not meaning that.
13                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We didn't know about
14    it.
15                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Because the IRA
16    represents a tribe and City Council needs to be invited in
17    something.  This is a big issue.
18                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yeah.  And --
19                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And we need to know
20    words from people like you that come.  And when they said,
21    yeah, you could come to that meeting, that's not a proper
22    way to ask City Council.
23                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We just didn't know.
24    I'm sorry.  We didn't know this time.
25                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I don't want to offend
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 1    nobody, but this is not working right, you know, just
 2    meeting with one organization, and they don't tell us all
 3    the information.  Even if they say you could come to the
 4    meeting, it's not a proper way for me.
 5                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Maybe we could get the
 6    address tonight of the City Council.  And I don't know
 7    that we can come back, but we can provide to you
 8    information that we got.  That way you can at least know
 9    and we can apologize formally because it wasn't meant
10    to -- this is the first time I have been in Kivalina.  And
11    a year ago we were told to have a public meeting and meet
12    with the IRA Council and have a discussion.  And that's
13    what we did.  And if we missed anybody, it was
14    unintentional.  But thank you for bringing it up.  And the
15    only way I can see to fix it now is maybe get a letter
16    back to you and tell you what went on and go from there
17    perhaps.
18                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  There are so many
19    meetings we are being omitted from, and it's not the
20    proper way to help.  Our tribe, the community, all of us
21    members that were elected from the community need to know
22    what's going on in the surrounding, and people like you
23    that come from far away, we need to know and not hear from
24    other people because the story gets different when we hear
25    it from other people.
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 1                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  Thank you.
 2                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Thank you for listening.
 3                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.
 4                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Can you list maybe
 5    verbally what all the mitigation measures are?
 6                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  I can't say all of
 7    them because the list is actually quite extensive, but I
 8    can give you an example of some, if you would like.  So
 9    some examples of some of the more standard mitigation
10    measures that have been required over the last several
11    years, for example, involve marine mammal observers on the
12    vessels, creating zones that are known as exclusion zones
13    so that animals don't enter into areas that might have
14    sound levels that are potentially injurious.  Other
15    examples have to do with reducing your vessel speed in
16    certain conditions or steering the course of your vessel
17    away if you see a group of marine mammals.
18              We also have, as far as subsistence mitigation
19    measures, the communication centers I know have been in
20    use in many of the communities with the industry for
21    several years now.  They also hire what they call
22    subsistence advisors, letting them know where and when
23    active hunting is going on.  In the Beaufort Sea there has
24    been a standard measure that come August 25th companies
25    working in the Camden Bay area actually shut down and move
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 1    off site completely in order to allow for Kaktovik and
 2    Nuiqsut at Cross Island to have their fall whaling.  There
 3    have been measures in the Chukchi Sea that companies not
 4    begin transiting into the area until July 1st because of
 5    beluga hunting that's going on in some of the communities
 6    here.
 7              So those are some of the measures.  And then
 8    there are some additional time/area closures that we are
 9    considering for the first time and we are trying to
10    analyze.  And we would definitely love to hear from people
11    here tonight if we have missed any of those areas, if we
12    have missed any important times when sealing or whaling is
13    going on.  We very much want to know what those are so we
14    can analyze them and consider them appropriately.  Is that
15    a good enough list or --
16                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.
17                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  Just a comment.  Stan
18    Hawley.  I'm the tribal administrator.  Just a comment.
19    Kivalina is a whaling community and Point Hope is a
20    whaling community.  We interact with Point Hope a whole
21    lot.  Our subsistence foods, trading.  We have a whole lot
22    of relatives up there.  And whatever Point Hope wants to
23    do with the subject of oil and gas activities,
24    exploration, if Point Hope supports it, Kivalina will
25    support it.  If Point Hope says no way, Kivalina will
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 1    probably say no way.  That's just how it's been for --
 2    since God put us on the map.  That's how it's going to be.
 3              I could -- our personal experience with
 4    industry, this village has experience with Red Dog Mine.
 5    The mine and the State deals mostly with a landowner.  And
 6    you can say in truth Kivalina is not the landowner.  NANA
 7    is the landowner, a corporation.  And if you want to drill
 8    out there, you are risking humongous effects on our
 9    livelihood.  And the magnitude of your effects are so mind
10    boggling to us, there is just no way we can risk an oil
11    spill out there.  There is just no way.  If we had an oil
12    spill out there, our livelihood basically is harmed in a
13    big way.
14              And if you want to gain our support, the best
15    way to do that would be to work with us individually, not
16    the village, as villagers.  Don't deal with the landowner,
17    a corporation based in Anchorage or Kotzebue.  Don't deal
18    with the Borough.  Don't deal with NANA.  Don't deal with
19    the State.  Come here and deal with us.
20                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Can I ask you a
21    question?  What about the AEWC; how do you work with them?
22                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  AEWC, they are --
23    Kivalina has a whaling captain's association.  There is
24    one there.  But where is the rest of them?  The rest of
25    them are at home watching TV.  So there is -- there is --
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 1    I can guarantee you if you moved your exploration from the
 2    Beaufort side and the Chukchi side, the northern side down
 3    to our side, those old men are going to be out here, going
 4    to be in here.  But as it stands now, because we are on
 5    the southern side, we are not going to see a whole lot of
 6    negative effects from your exploration.
 7                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Do you whale out of
 8    Kivalina, or do you --
 9                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.
10                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  You don't go to Point
11    Hope?
12                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  We go out in the
13    ocean.
14                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  And like I said, if
15    Point Hope is supporting your activities, your proposals,
16    we will support it; but if not, probably not.
17                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  That's good to
18    know.  Thank you.
19                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  My name is Lucy Adams.  I
20    like what Stan is saying because this is our village.
21    It's true when he told you that you have to listen to
22    Kivalina people because we live by hunting.  We can't go
23    without ringed seal, bearded seal, beluga whale.  They
24    live in our ocean in front of us.  We don't go to Point
25    Hope, in front of Point Hope to hunt whale.  They hunt
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 1    their own.  They hunt their own.  And we store food for
 2    winter.  How good are you going to protect the sea mammals
 3    that we eat because from Red Dog Mine our fish and our
 4    water are all damaged and part of our land, part of our
 5    land eroding from the chemicals that they -- what they use
 6    at Red Dog Mine.
 7              And they will be damaging more of our land if
 8    they build roads from under the mine by Kobuk if they
 9    decide to build a road close to our village.  All of our
10    subsistence lifestyle will be damaged.
11              And this fall we had ringed seals that are sick,
12    that are afraid to go to the ocean.  What causes them to
13    live in our lagoon?  Lots of ringed seals were sick
14    because I work on two of them myself.  I just threw the
15    meat, the blubber -- the skin only what I saved, the skin,
16    which is a little better.  Too many pusses.  And I was
17    sad, and I start going back to thinking when -- what they
18    call that company, the one that -- that wanted to drill in
19    front of Wainwright?  I forget the name.  Names always
20    disappear now.
21              How good are you going to protect our sea
22    mammals if there is oil spill, if they spill oil in the
23    ocean, if they drill in our ocean?
24              So I'm talking about what we eat.  We can't live
25    with store-bought food.  They are too expensive, and we
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 1    were not raised with them.  We raised -- our parents
 2    raised us just by hunting.  And then when we become
 3    parents, we do the hunting and they raise their kids.
 4    This is our life.  Sometimes I get sad because they want
 5    to change our life.  What are we going to eat?
 6              We have no jobs from what they build because
 7    many of our young people and young ladies are not working
 8    at Red Dog Mine.  Many of them are not working just like
 9    they promised.  But the other villages, even from the
10    States, are working at Red Dog Mine.  The promise is
11    broken.
12              I always think about my grandchildren.  My
13    grandchildren who are growing right now, they can't go
14    without seal and without red meat.  They want to eat it
15    all the time.  They want to eat frozen koak all the time.
16    They don't eat all the foods from the store.
17              So this is what I wanted to say for the record
18    because we live here and we eat sea mammals, caribou, fish
19    from the land and from the ocean we live.  We don't live
20    on store-bought food.  We raised with -- if we try to live
21    only with store-bought food, me, I always start to get
22    sick.  I don't know why.  Because my stomach is not used
23    to those foods, I know.  Or I would have hard [inaudible].
24    And we need to protect our subsistence lifestyle.
25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.
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 1                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  The companies don't
 2    listen after they build their Red Dog mine.  They don't
 3    listen to the Kivalina people.  They just hurt us.  They
 4    don't -- they don't listen to what we try to say to
 5    protect our subsistence hunting.  That's why I say the
 6    promise is broke.
 7                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I'm not sure what to
 8    say.  Thank you.  All I can say is we will try not to be
 9    like Red Dog.  We will try to work with the communities.
10    That's one thing we did learn about last time.  We have
11    been trying to do it ever since.  I don't know the outcome
12    of this.  We will try to do everything we can to protect
13    your subsistence way.  That's really the only thing --
14    that's really our primary responsibility in this is to try
15    to make sure the subsistence lifestyles aren't impacted
16    the way they were when Red Dog was happening.  We will do
17    everything we can to see that that happens.
18              If anything changes, if anything looks like it
19    might change, I would imagine we would come back and talk
20    to you again, try to get some more -- try to figure out
21    what to do.  It's obvious from the meeting here and the
22    meeting this afternoon that things went very badly here in
23    Kivalina as a result of what went on at Red Dog.  I'm
24    sorry.  I wasn't here.  I am sorry for that, though.  And
25    we will try very hard not to let that happen in this case.
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 1                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  I sure always wanted to
 2    find out from what the ringed seals were so sick this
 3    fall.
 4                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I can tell you that --
 5    along that line, I don't have an answer as to why they
 6    were so sick, but it's not just Kivalina.  There are
 7    ringed seals and spotted seals dying all along the coast
 8    of Alaska.  And our particular agency is actually looking
 9    into that.  We've collected over 100 carcasses.  They all
10    have these lesions on them like you talked about.  They
11    all look sick.  I don't know the answer right now.
12              We have two agencies, the State and several
13    veterinary type people looking into what might be the
14    cause of why they are dying.  We had one person in
15    Wainwright who was convinced it had something to do with
16    the nuclear spill in Japan a year ago.  I don't know if
17    that's true or not, but there are things out there that
18    could have caused this.  And you might get an answer to
19    that.  I don't think it's related to anything that's
20    happened in the last -- oil and gas, but you might get an
21    answer.  We might be able to find something out.  But
22    that's happening everywhere, not just Kivalina.  It's
23    pretty widespread, which isn't good.
24                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  Yeah, because I was at
25    Point Hope last week, and I tried to get ringed seal skin
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 1    to make [indiscernible], and one lady gave me about that
 2    big.  It's medium size.  It's not small.  It's not big.
 3    It's medium size.  I thought she was going to give me only
 4    the skin.  When she say sealskin, I said, I'll take the
 5    sealskin.  And when she let her grandson bring it to me,
 6    it had -- it was the whole seal.  And before I went out to
 7    look at it, Morris Oviak where I stay come inside and
 8    say -- he was the one that bring it to me.  He say, Lucy,
 9    that ring seal don't look healthy, the one that they
10    bring.  So I went out.  Yeah, sure.  It's just like what I
11    skin in first part of October, last part of September, the
12    skin looks that way like when I was -- so I leave it.  I
13    didn't take it.
14                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, whatever it is,
15    it's -- it's going all along the coast of Alaska.
16                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  But he get it January,
17    that ringed seal.  I think that some of them are still
18    sick.
19                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We will find out this
20    year.  I hope not, but yes.  Are there any other comments
21    right now that anybody would like to say?  If not --
22                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  On that first part what
23    you showed, you used the word "harass."  And I know what
24    harass mean, but what do you use it for in that part?
25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  In this part?  Well,
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 1    one -- the National Marine Fisheries Service, our
 2    agency -- let me start over.  For activities that go on in
 3    the ocean, not fishing but other activities, not
 4    subsistence -- oil and gas, Navy, shipping, construction,
 5    when they do these activities in an area where there are
 6    marine mammals, whether it's Alaska or California or East
 7    Coast, they are going to disturb or harass marine mammals.
 8    It's our responsibility to make sure that the number of
 9    marine mammals that get harassed and the way that they do
10    it, the impact is minimized.  We don't try to stop it all,
11    but we try to minimize the impact.  And that's our primary
12    responsibility.
13              So when we talk about harassment in this slide,
14    we are going to try to minimize harassment to marine
15    mammals and harassment to subsistence users by the oil and
16    gas industry.  That's our responsibility and that's --
17    when we -- if we get to the permits, the thing we looked
18    at is how do we minimize effects on marine mammals and, in
19    Alaska, effects on availability of those animals to
20    subsistence users.  So that's -- I don't know if that
21    helped you.
22                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Yeah.  And one more.
23    How many public meetings do you get to go all the villages
24    up the coast?
25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I think we are doing
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 1    12.
 2                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  A total of eight.
 3    Nine.  Anchorage is number nine.  So we have already been
 4    to Wainwright and to Barrow.  We were supposed to go to
 5    Kaktovik and Nuiqsut last week, but it was too cold for
 6    the planes to fly, so we're looking to reschedule those.
 7    Tonight was Kivalina.  Tomorrow we are doing both Kotzebue
 8    and Point Hope, and Wednesday we're going to Point Lay,
 9    and then we'll go back and hold our final meeting in
10    Anchorage.
11                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  So you are counting each
12    public meeting you have in the village like one, and then
13    if you go to Point Hope it will be two, three?  Like are
14    you counting that way or --
15                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yes.  And in each
16    village we also try to meet with at least one
17    government-to-government meeting, at least one.  So the
18    total number of meetings over two weeks is about 14.
19    Eight or nine must be meetings and seven or eight
20    government-to-government type meetings.
21                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And in the states you
22    know where they have all that floods, tornadoes,
23    hurricanes and all that and the crops and stuff they stop
24    going because of disaster.  And then here in our community
25    we depend on the animals out there because there will be
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 1    no more things that they make, like rice, flour, sugar,
 2    all that stuff that used to grow.  And if it stops, we
 3    will have to depend on our --
 4                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, things that
 5    happen in the Lower 48 affect you here, too, yes.  That's
 6    true.  If there are no more questions tonight -- Candace
 7    mentioned the comment period is open till the end of the
 8    month.  We hope to hear from -- we hope to hear from
 9    everybody, actually.  If you have thoughts that you don't
10    have tonight or ideas about things that we can look at in
11    Kivalina to make sure that your way of life and your
12    subsistence are protected, please let us know.  And if
13    there is no other questions, that's what we wanted to talk
14    about tonight.  We really do thank you for coming out.
15    And it's been kind of crazy this past week because of the
16    weather, and we appreciate this meeting tonight.  Thank
17    you.  Okay.  Thank you very much.
18               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:17 p.m.)
19
20
21
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  My name is Mike Payne.
  


 3   I work for the National Marine Fisheries Service, and we
  


 4   met with the IRA Council this afternoon and are hoping to
  


 5   have a public meeting tonight.  We will have one, but I
  


 6   guess it's not the best time for a couple of reasons,
  


 7   search and rescue and other reasons.  I'm sorry for that.
  


 8             But what we came here to talk about today is
  


 9   something we have been working on for a few years, and
  


10   that is the environmental impact statement on the effects
  


11   of oil and gas development in the Chukchi and Beaufort
  


12   Seas.  Before we get started, I know sometimes there is an
  


13   invocation.  I don't know if there is a tribal Elder here,
  


14   if you would like to give the invocation.
  


15              (A prayer was offered by Ms. Lucy Adams.)
  


16                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  There is a number of
  


17   us here tonight.  We are going from community to community
  


18   to talk about this.  We have been doing this for a couple
  


19   of years.  My name is Mike Payne.  I'm the one in the
  


20   upper left.  Candace Nachman, who works with me at the
  


21   National Marine Fisheries Service, we're both from
  


22   Washington, D.C.  With us tonight we have several people
  


23   who are contractors that are working with us:  Jon Isaacs
  


24   and Amy Rosenthal.  We also have Jana Lage, who is
  


25   with Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  And Mary Vavrik
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 1   is the court reporter tonight.  So whatever we say tonight
  


 2   will be kind of on the record.
  


 3             So what we are here to -- we're here directly as
  


 4   a result of a request, actually.  An individual was at a
  


 5   meeting we held last year, and they wanted us to stop by
  


 6   and let people know what was going on.  So we're here to
  


 7   do that.  The purpose of the meeting is to talk about the
  


 8   activity that we expect to occur in the Chukchi and Bering
  


 9   Sea related to oil and gas development in the next few
  


10   years.  There are several oil companies that are asking
  


11   for permission and getting permits to do their seismic and
  


12   to do exploratory drilling in both Chukchi Sea and the
  


13   Beaufort Sea.
  


14             This is the first time that they have come up
  


15   here to talk about drilling in the Chukchi for almost 30
  


16   years.  This will be the first year this year that they
  


17   tried.
  


18             One of the reasons that we are here, the
  


19   principal reason is that before any particular agency can
  


20   allow oil and goes companies to come up here, we have got
  


21   to make sure -- we have got to do our best to make sure
  


22   that the activity doesn't affect marine mammals, whales,
  


23   seals, walrus, beluga; it doesn't affect the ability of
  


24   subsistence hunters to go out and get those animals; and
  


25   it doesn't affect the ability to the communities to live
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 1   your life and get the food you get.  And that's true for
  


 2   each community.
  


 3             As I said, both agencies authorize permits of
  


 4   different kinds.  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
  


 5   authorize the activity.  They are the ones that allow the
  


 6   exploratory, the lease sales.  They allow exploratory
  


 7   drilling, exploratory seismic surveys.  They do the
  


 8   proposed sales early on.  The National Marine Fisheries
  


 9   Service, our primary responsibility is to make sure none
  


10   of those activities affect the marine mammals.  So it's
  


11   kind of a dual purpose.
  


12             I might say now that throughout this process, we
  


13   have a couple of cooperating agencies, but we have also
  


14   been involved with the North Slope Borough.  They have
  


15   been cooperating agents that have been involved from the
  


16   very beginning, and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.
  


17   So we have tried to take into account a lot of the
  


18   information that we are getting from people from the North
  


19   Slope other than the agencies.
  


20             This is the study area.  If you look at it, all
  


21   the way from the left from Kivalina, Kotzebue, we are
  


22   trying to get to all those communities in the next few
  


23   weeks.  We were able to get to a couple of them last week,
  


24   and we got weathered out, and we will try to go back.
  


25   This week we are trying to do all the communities on the
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 1   Chukchi side.  So we will go to Point Hope, Point Lay and
  


 2   Kotzebue.
  


 3             The environmental impact statement is a large
  


 4   document.  It is.  We have been working on it for a while.
  


 5   And briefly, this is kind of what it does.  It looks at
  


 6   the effects of a lot of activities.  This is the first
  


 7   year that you have oil and gas drilling up here for a long
  


 8   time.  We don't know how much activity exactly, but we
  


 9   have kind of estimated.  It looks at the impacts of the
  


10   drilling activity in addition to everything else that you
  


11   have got going on.  A good example for this community is
  


12   it looks at the impacts on top of Red Dog.  It looks at
  


13   impacts of vessel traffic going into the Chukchi more and
  


14   more because of ice warming.  It looks at the impacts of
  


15   other vessel traffic and anything else that might affect
  


16   the availability of marine mammals to everybody.
  


17             One thing we have to do before we issue permits
  


18   is make sure that the oil companies, if they go out there
  


19   and do their drilling and do their seismic, have
  


20   monitoring plans in place to make sure that what they say
  


21   they'll do, they actually will do that.  They won't do
  


22   something other than what we permit them to do.  So if
  


23   they come up with an activity, we will do -- we will do
  


24   things to make sure that it doesn't have an effect to the
  


25   best ability we can.
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 1             We actually look to different people in the
  


 2   communities in that regard.  If there are things that
  


 3   Kivalina, for example, believes we should consider as a
  


 4   measure to prevent harm to Kivalina or to the subsistence
  


 5   users or to the whalers, then we would like to know that.
  


 6   Each community is a little bit different.  Each one of
  


 7   them has a different view on oil and gas development, and
  


 8   each of them have a different view on what they would like
  


 9   to see around their communities to make sure it doesn't
  


10   affect them.
  


11             The environmental impact statement is kind of
  


12   the basis under NEPA, which is a federal law, that will
  


13   allow us to go forward for the next few years.  And the
  


14   next few years is what we are looking at.  We are not
  


15   looking at anything ten years from now.  But we think we
  


16   have a pretty good idea of what the oil and gas companies
  


17   may do out here for the next three to four years.
  


18             These are the people that have been involved.
  


19   We tried to include as many people as we can.  We have
  


20   looked at all the sources that we can, including documents
  


21   that we got from different places, reports, traditional
  


22   knowledge to the extent that we could get it from each
  


23   community, or actually URS has been very involved in
  


24   trying to pull together what information they can find on
  


25   traditional knowledge.  The Alaska Eskimo Whaling
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 1   Commission has reviewed this document several times.  They
  


 2   have been working with us a lot, as has the North Slope
  


 3   Borough.
  


 4             So in addition to that, this is the second round
  


 5   of public meetings that we have had, and it is the first
  


 6   time we have been to Kivalina.  So we are glad to be here.
  


 7             Two years ago we came to all the communities,
  


 8   and at that time we were just thinking about what kind of
  


 9   alternatives -- these are the issues that people at that
  


10   time said were most important to them.  These were the
  


11   ones they were most concerned about when it comes to oil
  


12   and gas.  The first one is always the impact to marine
  


13   mammals and habitat.  Everybody was concerned about oil
  


14   and gas effects on the seals, belugas.  Perhaps the one
  


15   that scares everybody the most is what happens if there is
  


16   an oil spill.  And we have tried to -- we have tried to
  


17   look at the different alternatives for what would happen
  


18   if there was a spill, what we thought we needed.  And so
  


19   we have looked at that.  But that's still probably
  


20   [inaudible] what if there is an oil spill.
  


21             Climate change is something we can't control,
  


22   but it certainly is a factor.  Things are getting warmer,
  


23   and there is a lot less ice than there used to be.  From
  


24   our perspective, protecting subsistence life and the
  


25   animals that you depend on are of primary importance.  We
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 1   don't want anything to happen to the whale stock, bowhead
  


 2   stock, ice seals.
  


 3             Another thing that we do is every time somebody
  


 4   comes in for a permit we take a look at it, and using what
  


 5   information that's in the permit application and what we
  


 6   know about the area, we try to condition the permit so it
  


 7   has a minimum effect.  That is, if the activity occurs at
  


 8   a time when there is going to be some whaling, we try to
  


 9   steer the activity away from it.  We try to keep whaling
  


10   or subsistence hunting and oil and gas development
  


11   separate as best we can.  Wherever the two overlap, we
  


12   always have problems; everybody has problems.  So we have
  


13   been trying to direct them away from the areas that you
  


14   need to do your subsistence.
  


15             And I've already talked a little bit about this.
  


16   One thing I will say is that we are looking at a level of
  


17   activity that's much greater than anything we have seen to
  


18   see what the effects would be.  Up until now there has
  


19   only been one or two activities going on at any one time.
  


20   I think in the next three or four years there will be
  


21   several activities in any given year, but not nearly as
  


22   much as [inaudible].  For example, this year we will be
  


23   drilling this summer, so we have tried to look at that.
  


24             So I'm going to let Candace take over here.  We
  


25   have several alternatives we have looked at, and Candace
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 1   will talk about each of those.  If you have questions,
  


 2   just ask; otherwise, we will be done in about -- we will
  


 3   take questions after the presentation.
  


 4                   MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  Hi.  As Mike
  


 5   mentioned at the beginning, I'm Candace Nachman.  I work
  


 6   at the National Marine Fisheries Service in Washington,
  


 7   D.C.  And I'm going to kind of walk you through the meat
  


 8   of the document so you can understand what it is that we
  


 9   are analyzing and what it is that we really want to hear
  


10   from all of you.
  


11             While we work on getting the presentation back
  


12   up, I'll just go through the slides.  I kind of have them
  


13   in my head already.
  


14             Basically what you have to do in an
  


15   environmental impact statement is you have to look at a
  


16   range of alternatives.  You can't just analyze one thing.
  


17   You need to analyze a whole big range.  So we have
  


18   actually picked five alternatives to analyze in this
  


19   document.  And these alternatives were developed through
  


20   comments that we have heard over the last two years from
  


21   the communities, from the industry, basically from
  


22   everybody who has some sort of interest in this document.
  


23             And these alternatives look at a range of
  


24   activity that could occur, seismic surveys as well as
  


25   exploratory drilling.  And then they also analyze a range
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 1   of mitigation measures to reduce impacts both to the
  


 2   species themselves and also to the subsistence users.  And
  


 3   then we have also explored different types of monitoring
  


 4   so that the companies can actually go out and get a better
  


 5   sense of the impacts of their activities and we also have
  


 6   been exploring different ways for the companies to come up
  


 7   and interact with the communities in a meaningful way so
  


 8   that the measures that they put in to reduce impacts to
  


 9   subsistence are actually measures that are agreed to both
  


10   between the industry and the subsistence users themselves
  


11   so that it's not a one-way street.
  


12             I'm really sorry that we don't have the slides
  


13   because there was actually going to be some nice graphics
  


14   for you to look at.  They are hanging on the wall there.
  


15             So like I said, we have five alternatives that
  


16   we have analyzed.  The first alternative is what's known
  


17   as a No-Action Alternative.  It is a required alternative
  


18   to be analyzed in any document.  And what it means is
  


19   there would be no activity up here.  Industry would not be
  


20   getting permits from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
  


21   for seismic and they would not be receiving any
  


22   authorizations from the National Marine Fisheries Service
  


23   to illegally take or harass marine mammals.  So any
  


24   activity that would go on would be illegal.  So that's the
  


25   first alternative that we have analyzed.
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 1             The second alternative looks at a level of
  


 2   activity that we consider a lower level, but is actually
  


 3   higher than anything that has happened up here in the last
  


 4   five to six years.  We look at the number of surveys that
  


 5   could occur both in the Beaufort and the Chukchi Sea in
  


 6   any one season.  And when you add up the numbers, it comes
  


 7   to a total of 16 activities in one season which, I have to
  


 8   tell you, is higher than anything we actually believe to
  


 9   happen in one season.
  


10             The third alternative looks at an even higher
  


11   level of activity from the first and second alternative.
  


12   And again, it's for activities both in the Beaufort and
  


13   the Chukchi Sea because we are looking at from Kaktovik
  


14   all the way down to Kivalina and Kotzebue.  And that level
  


15   of activity goes up to about --
  


16             So this is the alternative I was just talking
  


17   about, Alternative 2 with the lower level of activity.  So
  


18   once you go from nothing, this is the level of activity
  


19   that we go to.  And what we did to analyze this level of
  


20   activity within the document is we came up with some
  


21   conceptual examples.  And so this is a conceptual example
  


22   for the Beaufort side, but I'll show you the Chukchi side
  


23   since that's where we are here.
  


24             And even though we are looking at 16, that's
  


25   honestly not realistic in what's happened in the last few
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 1   years, so what we did is we took a more realistic picture
  


 2   and said if you have these activities -- and there are
  


 3   some circles up there which show the sound fields.  So if
  


 4   you put these activities in the Chukchi Sea, where would
  


 5   the sound fields be that the animals might be going
  


 6   through and how close together are they, meaning are there
  


 7   areas where the animals can go where there isn't that
  


 8   sound field or are the areas overlapping and maybe they
  


 9   would have to go further out to avoid it.
  


10             So then if we go to what I was just talking
  


11   about, which is Alternative 3, which is that higher level
  


12   of activity, we then created some conceptual examples for
  


13   that, as well.  And so this is the Beaufort side again
  


14   with a lot of the activity concentrated in Camden Bay
  


15   because that's where a lot of the leases are that have
  


16   already been sold.  And then when we come to the Chukchi
  


17   side, you can see that those lease sales or the lease
  


18   areas where companies are working are about between 65 and
  


19   100 miles offshore.  So then you have them all working in
  


20   this one broad lease sale area.  So you can see that the
  


21   activities themselves start to overlay a little bit.
  


22             So then what we did is we came up with two more
  


23   alternatives that really took some of the scoping comments
  


24   into consideration.  And what we did with Alternative 4 is
  


25   we took that level of activity that we consider in
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 1   Alternative 3 and we took some time/area closures that we
  


 2   are considering in all of the alternatives, but in
  


 3   Alternative 4, what we did is we made them mandatory or
  


 4   required.
  


 5             And a time/area closure means that an activity
  


 6   cannot occur in a certain area at a certain time of year.
  


 7   And we designated these areas on two criteria.  One was:
  


 8   Is it an important area to the animals biologically?  Are
  


 9   they migrating?  Are they feeding?  Are they resting?  And
  


10   the second criterion that we used was:  Is this an area
  


11   where there is an active subsistence hunt going on of
  


12   seals, of whales?  And we wanted to close them off either
  


13   at the time where it's important biologically or it's
  


14   important to the subsistence users to avoid any conflict
  


15   between the oil and gas activity and the subsistence or
  


16   the marine mammal biological activity.  So that's what
  


17   Alternative 4 really does is it really puts these
  


18   time/area closures into full effect.
  


19             And I have some graphics here.  So on the
  


20   Beaufort side, we identified Camden Bay, and then we also
  


21   identified Barrow Canyon and the shelf break in the
  


22   Western Beaufort Sea.  And in the Chukchi Sea we
  


23   identified Hannah Shoal and then we also identified
  


24   Kasegaluk Lagoon and the Ledyard Bay Critical Habitat Unit
  


25   as very important areas to marine mammals, and then the
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 1   Ledyard Bay areas as very important to eiders.
  


 2             And then the final alternative that we looked at
  


 3   has to do with new technologies, technologies other than
  


 4   air guns which are what's used by the companies to
  


 5   conduct seismic surveys.  The air guns emit sound into the
  


 6   environment, and the reverberation of that or the pressure
  


 7   from that sound is what is used by the companies to know
  


 8   what oil reserves might be in the ground.
  


 9             So right now there are some technologies that
  


10   are in development.  They are not commercially available
  


11   yet.  They are not really ready to be used in a full
  


12   activity sense, but we wanted to analyze them.  And
  


13   hopefully in the next few years these technologies will
  


14   start to develop, more research will go into them, and
  


15   perhaps maybe at some point in the future they could be
  


16   used to either augment the air guns or maybe replace them.
  


17   But this is still very emerging and not fully developed
  


18   yet, but we still wanted to take a look.
  


19             So I've mentioned a couple times mitigation
  


20   measures.  Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, before
  


21   we can issue an authorization we need to put forth
  


22   mitigation measures that the companies must employ, both
  


23   to make sure that they have a negligible or a low impact
  


24   on the marine mammals and also to ensure that they are not
  


25   going to have any adverse effects on subsistence uses.  So
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 1   we took a very hard look at mitigation measures that have
  


 2   been required in the past, and we also look a hard look at
  


 3   mitigation measures that have been suggested in the past
  


 4   but haven't necessarily been employed.
  


 5             And we divided them into four categories.  And
  


 6   basically we were looking for ways to reduce impacts from
  


 7   the sound that's put into the environment by these
  


 8   companies during their activities.  We looked at ways to
  


 9   reduce impacts that are not acoustic in nature, such as
  


10   from vessel activity.  And then we also looked at ways to
  


11   reduce impacts to subsistence resources and to subsistence
  


12   users.
  


13             And so, like I mentioned, we broke them into two
  


14   categories, standard and additional.  And for all of the
  


15   mitigation measures, we -- in the EIS and in the final
  


16   document there will be a full analysis of all of the
  


17   measures.  And we analyzed them based on three criteria.
  


18   And it's, one, is this measure going to help reduce
  


19   impacts to marine mammals?  Two, is the measure going to
  


20   be effective if it's implemented?  And then three, is the
  


21   measure actually practical for the applicant to implement?
  


22   Because if it's not going to be effective or if it's
  


23   impossible to implement, then there is really no point to
  


24   consider it.  So that's what we do.
  


25             We also analyzed the potential impacts to the
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 1   entire environment.  We looked at the physical
  


 2   environment.  So we looked at oceanography, we looked at
  


 3   currents, we looked at air quality, water quality.  We
  


 4   then looked at the biological environment.  We looked at
  


 5   plankton, krill, fish.  And then we also looked at marine
  


 6   mammals, at birds.  And then we looked at the
  


 7   socioeconomic environment.  So we looked at what the
  


 8   impacts might be to the economies of the communities up
  


 9   here.  We looked at how subsistence resources might
  


10   potentially be affected:  Marine mammals, birds, fish.
  


11   And then we also looked at public health and other social
  


12   issues.
  


13             I only have marine mammals and subsistence on
  


14   this slide here, though, because those are the two
  


15   resources that the National Marine Fisheries Service has
  


16   to take the hardest look at when we are considering
  


17   whether or not to issue an Incidental Take Authorization
  


18   under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
  


19             So basically you can see that marine mammals
  


20   will potentially be affected from the noise that is put
  


21   in, disturbance, potentially moving off of their migratory
  


22   route, potentially changing their behavior, maybe stop
  


23   feeding for a short time.  And then there is also the
  


24   potential for interactions with vessels.
  


25             And then with subsistence, we need to make sure
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 1   that the animals are not pushed out to a distance where
  


 2   they are unaccessible to hunters, and we need to ensure
  


 3   that there is no physical barriers between the hunters and
  


 4   the animals.
  


 5             So the full EIS looks at all of the resources
  


 6   that I just mentioned, but I just wanted to highlight
  


 7   these two right now.
  


 8             So how will this EIS be used in the future?
  


 9   Basically what we have done is we have taken a look over
  


10   the next three to five years of what we think might
  


11   potentially -- companies might come to the Bureau of Ocean
  


12   Energy Management for authorization to go out and do
  


13   exploration and then, in turn, once they get that
  


14   authorization, they would then need to come to National
  


15   Marine Fisheries Service for the Marine Mammal Protection
  


16   Act coverage.  So we are hoping that this document, that
  


17   this evaluation, this analysis will be our environmental
  


18   analysis that will help guide us in those authorizations
  


19   and in those permitting decisions.
  


20             As Mike mentioned, this process has been going
  


21   on for a couple of years now.  We did the scoping in the
  


22   communities about two years ago, and in December we
  


23   actually put the draft environmental impact statement out
  


24   for public comments.  The public comment period is
  


25   ongoing, and it ends on February 28th.  And so at this
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 1   point, we are at the stage where we want to hear from the
  


 2   public.  We want to come and hear from the communities.
  


 3   We encourage people to speak tonight.  We also encourage
  


 4   people to submit written comments.
  


 5             And once we get through this public comment
  


 6   period, we sort through all of the comments, we assess
  


 7   them, we make changes to the draft document based on those
  


 8   comments, and then come up with the final environmental
  


 9   impact statement.  And then we issue what's known as a
  


10   Record of Decision.  That is what tells the public what
  


11   alternative we have selected to implement and what our
  


12   decision is of how we are going to move forward in the
  


13   future based on the analysis in this document.
  


14             You can see this is our schedule for the
  


15   meetings.  We have already unfortunately had to miss
  


16   Kaktovik and Nuiqsut.  We got weathered out.  It was too
  


17   cold to fly.  So we're working on rescheduling those two,
  


18   but we hope the rest of this schedule goes smoothly.
  


19             And as I mentioned, this is the point where you
  


20   all get to make comments.  In a couple of minutes I'm
  


21   going to go through the last two slides, and then we are
  


22   going to pause for about five minutes while we find out
  


23   who it is would actually like to make some official
  


24   comments for the record.  Mary will record everything you
  


25   say.  And it will be considered as we go through all of
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 1   the comments that we receive over the 60-day period.
  


 2             There is not too many people, but we do ask that
  


 3   you try to keep your comments concise just so everyone who
  


 4   wants to gets an opportunity to speak.  And like I
  


 5   mentioned, if you don't feel comfortable talking tonight,
  


 6   you can submit written comments.  You can -- up until
  


 7   February 28th you can send them by mail to the address
  


 8   listed here.  You can send them by e-mail to the e-mail
  


 9   address, or you can fax them to the phone number listed on
  


10   the slide.
  


11             We also have a project website available where
  


12   you can find additional information.  You can get the
  


13   entire document.  It's really long and not easy to get
  


14   through, but there is about a 35-page executive summary
  


15   which summarizes pretty much everything I've said here
  


16   tonight and the main points of the document and will give
  


17   you a really good idea of what it is we have looked at if
  


18   you want to look at that.
  


19             And with that, Mike and I are going to say thank
  


20   you very much for listening tonight.  We know you gave up
  


21   bingo to be here.  And we will pause for about three or
  


22   four minutes while we find out who would like to make some
  


23   comments for the record, and then we will go back on the
  


24   record and hear your comments.  So thank you.
  


25                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  One last thing.  This
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 1   afternoon a couple of you were there, but we met with the
  


 2   IRA council this afternoon in a very good meeting.  We
  


 3   have never been to Kivalina.  And some of the issues that
  


 4   have been on people's mind around here largely in response
  


 5   to Red Dog development were bought up at that meeting.
  


 6   And when we go back, we will take a better look at how
  


 7   that has impacted things over the years and try to
  


 8   incorporate it in this document.  We will look at some
  


 9   maps and some other information.  I don't know if it's in
  


10   this document now or not, but we need to include them.
  


11             So we will -- that was a very good meeting.  It
  


12   was a very good helpful suggestion, and we will
  


13   incorporate that.  So thank you to the council.  And with
  


14   that, we will be quiet.  And if people would like to ask
  


15   questions or put things on the record, we will take a
  


16   couple-minute break and we will start that process.  Thank
  


17   you very much.
  


18             When you ask a question, for the record can you
  


19   say your name and then ask the question.
  


20                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm Alice Adams.  I'm
  


21   with the City Council.  And it was told to me this morning
  


22   that they were going to have an IRA meeting, and I'm
  


23   wondering why we weren't invited in another City Council
  


24   and why are you meeting only with IRA?
  


25                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We are meeting only
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 1   with IRA I think because that is who we were asked to meet
  


 2   with a year ago.  I'll be the first to admit, we don't
  


 3   know all the different tribal governments or councils in
  


 4   each community.  And if we missed one, we apologize, but
  


 5   that was the one that we were given to communicate with by
  


 6   the individual who was in our meeting last year.  So we
  


 7   sent letters to them, which is required, but that's how we
  


 8   set up the meeting.  And quite often we depend on the
  


 9   communities to tell other governments if we are coming.
  


10   And sometimes that happens, sometimes that doesn't.  It
  


11   wasn't because we don't care or we --
  


12                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm not meaning that.
  


13                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We didn't know about
  


14   it.
  


15                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Because the IRA
  


16   represents a tribe and City Council needs to be invited in
  


17   something.  This is a big issue.
  


18                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yeah.  And --
  


19                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And we need to know
  


20   words from people like you that come.  And when they said,
  


21   yeah, you could come to that meeting, that's not a proper
  


22   way to ask City Council.
  


23                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We just didn't know.
  


24   I'm sorry.  We didn't know this time.
  


25                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I don't want to offend
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 1   nobody, but this is not working right, you know, just
  


 2   meeting with one organization, and they don't tell us all
  


 3   the information.  Even if they say you could come to the
  


 4   meeting, it's not a proper way for me.
  


 5                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Maybe we could get the
  


 6   address tonight of the City Council.  And I don't know
  


 7   that we can come back, but we can provide to you
  


 8   information that we got.  That way you can at least know
  


 9   and we can apologize formally because it wasn't meant
  


10   to -- this is the first time I have been in Kivalina.  And
  


11   a year ago we were told to have a public meeting and meet
  


12   with the IRA Council and have a discussion.  And that's
  


13   what we did.  And if we missed anybody, it was
  


14   unintentional.  But thank you for bringing it up.  And the
  


15   only way I can see to fix it now is maybe get a letter
  


16   back to you and tell you what went on and go from there
  


17   perhaps.
  


18                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  There are so many
  


19   meetings we are being omitted from, and it's not the
  


20   proper way to help.  Our tribe, the community, all of us
  


21   members that were elected from the community need to know
  


22   what's going on in the surrounding, and people like you
  


23   that come from far away, we need to know and not hear from
  


24   other people because the story gets different when we hear
  


25   it from other people.
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 1                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


 2                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Thank you for listening.
  


 3                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.
  


 4                   MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Can you list maybe
  


 5   verbally what all the mitigation measures are?
  


 6                   MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  I can't say all of
  


 7   them because the list is actually quite extensive, but I
  


 8   can give you an example of some, if you would like.  So
  


 9   some examples of some of the more standard mitigation
  


10   measures that have been required over the last several
  


11   years, for example, involve marine mammal observers on the
  


12   vessels, creating zones that are known as exclusion zones
  


13   so that animals don't enter into areas that might have
  


14   sound levels that are potentially injurious.  Other
  


15   examples have to do with reducing your vessel speed in
  


16   certain conditions or steering the course of your vessel
  


17   away if you see a group of marine mammals.
  


18             We also have, as far as subsistence mitigation
  


19   measures, the communication centers I know have been in
  


20   use in many of the communities with the industry for
  


21   several years now.  They also hire what they call
  


22   subsistence advisors, letting them know where and when
  


23   active hunting is going on.  In the Beaufort Sea there has
  


24   been a standard measure that come August 25th companies
  


25   working in the Camden Bay area actually shut down and move
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 1   off site completely in order to allow for Kaktovik and
  


 2   Nuiqsut at Cross Island to have their fall whaling.  There
  


 3   have been measures in the Chukchi Sea that companies not
  


 4   begin transiting into the area until July 1st because of
  


 5   beluga hunting that's going on in some of the communities
  


 6   here.
  


 7             So those are some of the measures.  And then
  


 8   there are some additional time/area closures that we are
  


 9   considering for the first time and we are trying to
  


10   analyze.  And we would definitely love to hear from people
  


11   here tonight if we have missed any of those areas, if we
  


12   have missed any important times when sealing or whaling is
  


13   going on.  We very much want to know what those are so we
  


14   can analyze them and consider them appropriately.  Is that
  


15   a good enough list or --
  


16                   MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.
  


17                   MR. STAN HAWLEY:  Just a comment.  Stan
  


18   Hawley.  I'm the tribal administrator.  Just a comment.
  


19   Kivalina is a whaling community and Point Hope is a
  


20   whaling community.  We interact with Point Hope a whole
  


21   lot.  Our subsistence foods, trading.  We have a whole lot
  


22   of relatives up there.  And whatever Point Hope wants to
  


23   do with the subject of oil and gas activities,
  


24   exploration, if Point Hope supports it, Kivalina will
  


25   support it.  If Point Hope says no way, Kivalina will
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 1   probably say no way.  That's just how it's been for --
  


 2   since God put us on the map.  That's how it's going to be.
  


 3             I could -- our personal experience with
  


 4   industry, this village has experience with Red Dog Mine.
  


 5   The mine and the State deals mostly with a landowner.  And
  


 6   you can say in truth Kivalina is not the landowner.  NANA
  


 7   is the landowner, a corporation.  And if you want to drill
  


 8   out there, you are risking humongous effects on our
  


 9   livelihood.  And the magnitude of your effects are so mind
  


10   boggling to us, there is just no way we can risk an oil
  


11   spill out there.  There is just no way.  If we had an oil
  


12   spill out there, our livelihood basically is harmed in a
  


13   big way.
  


14             And if you want to gain our support, the best
  


15   way to do that would be to work with us individually, not
  


16   the village, as villagers.  Don't deal with the landowner,
  


17   a corporation based in Anchorage or Kotzebue.  Don't deal
  


18   with the Borough.  Don't deal with NANA.  Don't deal with
  


19   the State.  Come here and deal with us.
  


20                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Can I ask you a
  


21   question?  What about the AEWC; how do you work with them?
  


22                   MR. STAN HAWLEY:  AEWC, they are --
  


23   Kivalina has a whaling captain's association.  There is
  


24   one there.  But where is the rest of them?  The rest of
  


25   them are at home watching TV.  So there is -- there is --
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 1   I can guarantee you if you moved your exploration from the
  


 2   Beaufort side and the Chukchi side, the northern side down
  


 3   to our side, those old men are going to be out here, going
  


 4   to be in here.  But as it stands now, because we are on
  


 5   the southern side, we are not going to see a whole lot of
  


 6   negative effects from your exploration.
  


 7                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Do you whale out of
  


 8   Kivalina, or do you --
  


 9                   MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.
  


10                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  You don't go to Point
  


11   Hope?
  


12                   MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  We go out in the
  


13   ocean.
  


14                   MR. STAN HAWLEY:  And like I said, if
  


15   Point Hope is supporting your activities, your proposals,
  


16   we will support it; but if not, probably not.
  


17                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  That's good to
  


18   know.  Thank you.
  


19                   MS. LUCY ADAMS:  My name is Lucy Adams.  I
  


20   like what Stan is saying because this is our village.
  


21   It's true when he told you that you have to listen to
  


22   Kivalina people because we live by hunting.  We can't go
  


23   without ringed seal, bearded seal, beluga whale.  They
  


24   live in our ocean in front of us.  We don't go to Point
  


25   Hope, in front of Point Hope to hunt whale.  They hunt
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 1   their own.  They hunt their own.  And we store food for
  


 2   winter.  How good are you going to protect the sea mammals
  


 3   that we eat because from Red Dog Mine our fish and our
  


 4   water are all damaged and part of our land, part of our
  


 5   land eroding from the chemicals that they -- what they use
  


 6   at Red Dog Mine.
  


 7             And they will be damaging more of our land if
  


 8   they build roads from under the mine by Kobuk if they
  


 9   decide to build a road close to our village.  All of our
  


10   subsistence lifestyle will be damaged.
  


11             And this fall we had ringed seals that are sick,
  


12   that are afraid to go to the ocean.  What causes them to
  


13   live in our lagoon?  Lots of ringed seals were sick
  


14   because I work on two of them myself.  I just threw the
  


15   meat, the blubber -- the skin only what I saved, the skin,
  


16   which is a little better.  Too many pusses.  And I was
  


17   sad, and I start going back to thinking when -- what they
  


18   call that company, the one that -- that wanted to drill in
  


19   front of Wainwright?  I forget the name.  Names always
  


20   disappear now.
  


21             How good are you going to protect our sea
  


22   mammals if there is oil spill, if they spill oil in the
  


23   ocean, if they drill in our ocean?
  


24             So I'm talking about what we eat.  We can't live
  


25   with store-bought food.  They are too expensive, and we
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 1   were not raised with them.  We raised -- our parents
  


 2   raised us just by hunting.  And then when we become
  


 3   parents, we do the hunting and they raise their kids.
  


 4   This is our life.  Sometimes I get sad because they want
  


 5   to change our life.  What are we going to eat?
  


 6             We have no jobs from what they build because
  


 7   many of our young people and young ladies are not working
  


 8   at Red Dog Mine.  Many of them are not working just like
  


 9   they promised.  But the other villages, even from the
  


10   States, are working at Red Dog Mine.  The promise is
  


11   broken.
  


12             I always think about my grandchildren.  My
  


13   grandchildren who are growing right now, they can't go
  


14   without seal and without red meat.  They want to eat it
  


15   all the time.  They want to eat frozen koak all the time.
  


16   They don't eat all the foods from the store.
  


17             So this is what I wanted to say for the record
  


18   because we live here and we eat sea mammals, caribou, fish
  


19   from the land and from the ocean we live.  We don't live
  


20   on store-bought food.  We raised with -- if we try to live
  


21   only with store-bought food, me, I always start to get
  


22   sick.  I don't know why.  Because my stomach is not used
  


23   to those foods, I know.  Or I would have hard [inaudible].
  


24   And we need to protect our subsistence lifestyle.
  


25                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.
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 1                   MS. LUCY ADAMS:  The companies don't
  


 2   listen after they build their Red Dog mine.  They don't
  


 3   listen to the Kivalina people.  They just hurt us.  They
  


 4   don't -- they don't listen to what we try to say to
  


 5   protect our subsistence hunting.  That's why I say the
  


 6   promise is broke.
  


 7                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I'm not sure what to
  


 8   say.  Thank you.  All I can say is we will try not to be
  


 9   like Red Dog.  We will try to work with the communities.
  


10   That's one thing we did learn about last time.  We have
  


11   been trying to do it ever since.  I don't know the outcome
  


12   of this.  We will try to do everything we can to protect
  


13   your subsistence way.  That's really the only thing --
  


14   that's really our primary responsibility in this is to try
  


15   to make sure the subsistence lifestyles aren't impacted
  


16   the way they were when Red Dog was happening.  We will do
  


17   everything we can to see that that happens.
  


18             If anything changes, if anything looks like it
  


19   might change, I would imagine we would come back and talk
  


20   to you again, try to get some more -- try to figure out
  


21   what to do.  It's obvious from the meeting here and the
  


22   meeting this afternoon that things went very badly here in
  


23   Kivalina as a result of what went on at Red Dog.  I'm
  


24   sorry.  I wasn't here.  I am sorry for that, though.  And
  


25   we will try very hard not to let that happen in this case.
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 1                   MS. LUCY ADAMS:  I sure always wanted to
  


 2   find out from what the ringed seals were so sick this
  


 3   fall.
  


 4                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I can tell you that --
  


 5   along that line, I don't have an answer as to why they
  


 6   were so sick, but it's not just Kivalina.  There are
  


 7   ringed seals and spotted seals dying all along the coast
  


 8   of Alaska.  And our particular agency is actually looking
  


 9   into that.  We've collected over 100 carcasses.  They all
  


10   have these lesions on them like you talked about.  They
  


11   all look sick.  I don't know the answer right now.
  


12             We have two agencies, the State and several
  


13   veterinary type people looking into what might be the
  


14   cause of why they are dying.  We had one person in
  


15   Wainwright who was convinced it had something to do with
  


16   the nuclear spill in Japan a year ago.  I don't know if
  


17   that's true or not, but there are things out there that
  


18   could have caused this.  And you might get an answer to
  


19   that.  I don't think it's related to anything that's
  


20   happened in the last -- oil and gas, but you might get an
  


21   answer.  We might be able to find something out.  But
  


22   that's happening everywhere, not just Kivalina.  It's
  


23   pretty widespread, which isn't good.
  


24                   MS. LUCY ADAMS:  Yeah, because I was at
  


25   Point Hope last week, and I tried to get ringed seal skin
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 1   to make [indiscernible], and one lady gave me about that
  


 2   big.  It's medium size.  It's not small.  It's not big.
  


 3   It's medium size.  I thought she was going to give me only
  


 4   the skin.  When she say sealskin, I said, I'll take the
  


 5   sealskin.  And when she let her grandson bring it to me,
  


 6   it had -- it was the whole seal.  And before I went out to
  


 7   look at it, Morris Oviak where I stay come inside and
  


 8   say -- he was the one that bring it to me.  He say, Lucy,
  


 9   that ring seal don't look healthy, the one that they
  


10   bring.  So I went out.  Yeah, sure.  It's just like what I
  


11   skin in first part of October, last part of September, the
  


12   skin looks that way like when I was -- so I leave it.  I
  


13   didn't take it.
  


14                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, whatever it is,
  


15   it's -- it's going all along the coast of Alaska.
  


16                   MS. LUCY ADAMS:  But he get it January,
  


17   that ringed seal.  I think that some of them are still
  


18   sick.
  


19                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We will find out this
  


20   year.  I hope not, but yes.  Are there any other comments
  


21   right now that anybody would like to say?  If not --
  


22                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  On that first part what
  


23   you showed, you used the word "harass."  And I know what
  


24   harass mean, but what do you use it for in that part?
  


25                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  In this part?  Well,
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 1   one -- the National Marine Fisheries Service, our
  


 2   agency -- let me start over.  For activities that go on in
  


 3   the ocean, not fishing but other activities, not
  


 4   subsistence -- oil and gas, Navy, shipping, construction,
  


 5   when they do these activities in an area where there are
  


 6   marine mammals, whether it's Alaska or California or East
  


 7   Coast, they are going to disturb or harass marine mammals.
  


 8   It's our responsibility to make sure that the number of
  


 9   marine mammals that get harassed and the way that they do
  


10   it, the impact is minimized.  We don't try to stop it all,
  


11   but we try to minimize the impact.  And that's our primary
  


12   responsibility.
  


13             So when we talk about harassment in this slide,
  


14   we are going to try to minimize harassment to marine
  


15   mammals and harassment to subsistence users by the oil and
  


16   gas industry.  That's our responsibility and that's --
  


17   when we -- if we get to the permits, the thing we looked
  


18   at is how do we minimize effects on marine mammals and, in
  


19   Alaska, effects on availability of those animals to
  


20   subsistence users.  So that's -- I don't know if that
  


21   helped you.
  


22                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Yeah.  And one more.
  


23   How many public meetings do you get to go all the villages
  


24   up the coast?
  


25                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I think we are doing
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 1   12.
  


 2                   MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  A total of eight.
  


 3   Nine.  Anchorage is number nine.  So we have already been
  


 4   to Wainwright and to Barrow.  We were supposed to go to
  


 5   Kaktovik and Nuiqsut last week, but it was too cold for
  


 6   the planes to fly, so we're looking to reschedule those.
  


 7   Tonight was Kivalina.  Tomorrow we are doing both Kotzebue
  


 8   and Point Hope, and Wednesday we're going to Point Lay,
  


 9   and then we'll go back and hold our final meeting in
  


10   Anchorage.
  


11                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  So you are counting each
  


12   public meeting you have in the village like one, and then
  


13   if you go to Point Hope it will be two, three?  Like are
  


14   you counting that way or --
  


15                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yes.  And in each
  


16   village we also try to meet with at least one
  


17   government-to-government meeting, at least one.  So the
  


18   total number of meetings over two weeks is about 14.
  


19   Eight or nine must be meetings and seven or eight
  


20   government-to-government type meetings.
  


21                   MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And in the states you
  


22   know where they have all that floods, tornadoes,
  


23   hurricanes and all that and the crops and stuff they stop
  


24   going because of disaster.  And then here in our community
  


25   we depend on the animals out there because there will be
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 1   no more things that they make, like rice, flour, sugar,
  


 2   all that stuff that used to grow.  And if it stops, we
  


 3   will have to depend on our --
  


 4                   MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, things that
  


 5   happen in the Lower 48 affect you here, too, yes.  That's
  


 6   true.  If there are no more questions tonight -- Candace
  


 7   mentioned the comment period is open till the end of the
  


 8   month.  We hope to hear from -- we hope to hear from
  


 9   everybody, actually.  If you have thoughts that you don't
  


10   have tonight or ideas about things that we can look at in
  


11   Kivalina to make sure that your way of life and your
  


12   subsistence are protected, please let us know.  And if
  


13   there is no other questions, that's what we wanted to talk
  


14   about tonight.  We really do thank you for coming out.
  


15   And it's been kind of crazy this past week because of the
  


16   weather, and we appreciate this meeting tonight.  Thank
  


17   you.  Okay.  Thank you very much.
  


18              (Proceedings adjourned at 8:17 p.m.)
  


19
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  2                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  My name is Mike Payne.
  3    I work for the National Marine Fisheries Service, and we
  4    met with the IRA Council this afternoon and are hoping to
  5    have a public meeting tonight.  We will have one, but I
  6    guess it's not the best time for a couple of reasons,
  7    search and rescue and other reasons.  I'm sorry for that.
  8              But what we came here to talk about today is
  9    something we have been working on for a few years, and
 10    that is the environmental impact statement on the effects
 11    of oil and gas development in the Chukchi and Beaufort
 12    Seas.  Before we get started, I know sometimes there is an
 13    invocation.  I don't know if there is a tribal Elder here,
 14    if you would like to give the invocation.
 15               (A prayer was offered by Ms. Lucy Adams.)
 16                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  There is a number of
 17    us here tonight.  We are going from community to community
 18    to talk about this.  We have been doing this for a couple
 19    of years.  My name is Mike Payne.  I'm the one in the
 20    upper left.  Candace Nachman, who works with me at the
 21    National Marine Fisheries Service, we're both from
 22    Washington, D.C.  With us tonight we have several people
 23    who are contractors that are working with us:  Jon Isaacs
 24    and Amy Rosenthal.  We also have Jana Lage, who is
 25    with Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  And Mary Vavrik
00004
  1    is the court reporter tonight.  So whatever we say tonight
  2    will be kind of on the record.
  3              So what we are here to -- we're here directly as
  4    a result of a request, actually.  An individual was at a
  5    meeting we held last year, and they wanted us to stop by
  6    and let people know what was going on.  So we're here to
  7    do that.  The purpose of the meeting is to talk about the
  8    activity that we expect to occur in the Chukchi and Bering
  9    Sea related to oil and gas development in the next few
 10    years.  There are several oil companies that are asking
 11    for permission and getting permits to do their seismic and
 12    to do exploratory drilling in both Chukchi Sea and the
 13    Beaufort Sea.
 14              This is the first time that they have come up
 15    here to talk about drilling in the Chukchi for almost 30
 16    years.  This will be the first year this year that they
 17    tried.
 18              One of the reasons that we are here, the
 19    principal reason is that before any particular agency can
 20    allow oil and goes companies to come up here, we have got
 21    to make sure -- we have got to do our best to make sure
 22    that the activity doesn't affect marine mammals, whales,
 23    seals, walrus, beluga; it doesn't affect the ability of
 24    subsistence hunters to go out and get those animals; and
 25    it doesn't affect the ability to the communities to live
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  1    your life and get the food you get.  And that's true for
  2    each community.
  3              As I said, both agencies authorize permits of
  4    different kinds.  The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
  5    authorize the activity.  They are the ones that allow the
  6    exploratory, the lease sales.  They allow exploratory
  7    drilling, exploratory seismic surveys.  They do the
  8    proposed sales early on.  The National Marine Fisheries
  9    Service, our primary responsibility is to make sure none
 10    of those activities affect the marine mammals.  So it's
 11    kind of a dual purpose.
 12              I might say now that throughout this process, we
 13    have a couple of cooperating agencies, but we have also
 14    been involved with the North Slope Borough.  They have
 15    been cooperating agents that have been involved from the
 16    very beginning, and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission.
 17    So we have tried to take into account a lot of the
 18    information that we are getting from people from the North
 19    Slope other than the agencies.
 20              This is the study area.  If you look at it, all
 21    the way from the left from Kivalina, Kotzebue, we are
 22    trying to get to all those communities in the next few
 23    weeks.  We were able to get to a couple of them last week,
 24    and we got weathered out, and we will try to go back.
 25    This week we are trying to do all the communities on the
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  1    Chukchi side.  So we will go to Point Hope, Point Lay and
  2    Kotzebue.
  3              The environmental impact statement is a large
  4    document.  It is.  We have been working on it for a while.
  5    And briefly, this is kind of what it does.  It looks at
  6    the effects of a lot of activities.  This is the first
  7    year that you have oil and gas drilling up here for a long
  8    time.  We don't know how much activity exactly, but we
  9    have kind of estimated.  It looks at the impacts of the
 10    drilling activity in addition to everything else that you
 11    have got going on.  A good example for this community is
 12    it looks at the impacts on top of Red Dog.  It looks at
 13    impacts of vessel traffic going into the Chukchi more and
 14    more because of ice warming.  It looks at the impacts of
 15    other vessel traffic and anything else that might affect
 16    the availability of marine mammals to everybody.
 17              One thing we have to do before we issue permits
 18    is make sure that the oil companies, if they go out there
 19    and do their drilling and do their seismic, have
 20    monitoring plans in place to make sure that what they say
 21    they'll do, they actually will do that.  They won't do
 22    something other than what we permit them to do.  So if
 23    they come up with an activity, we will do -- we will do
 24    things to make sure that it doesn't have an effect to the
 25    best ability we can.
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  1              We actually look to different people in the
  2    communities in that regard.  If there are things that
  3    Kivalina, for example, believes we should consider as a
  4    measure to prevent harm to Kivalina or to the subsistence
  5    users or to the whalers, then we would like to know that.
  6    Each community is a little bit different.  Each one of
  7    them has a different view on oil and gas development, and
  8    each of them have a different view on what they would like
  9    to see around their communities to make sure it doesn't
 10    affect them.
 11              The environmental impact statement is kind of
 12    the basis under NEPA, which is a federal law, that will
 13    allow us to go forward for the next few years.  And the
 14    next few years is what we are looking at.  We are not
 15    looking at anything ten years from now.  But we think we
 16    have a pretty good idea of what the oil and gas companies
 17    may do out here for the next three to four years.
 18              These are the people that have been involved.
 19    We tried to include as many people as we can.  We have
 20    looked at all the sources that we can, including documents
 21    that we got from different places, reports, traditional
 22    knowledge to the extent that we could get it from each
 23    community, or actually URS has been very involved in
 24    trying to pull together what information they can find on
 25    traditional knowledge.  The Alaska Eskimo Whaling
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  1    Commission has reviewed this document several times.  They
  2    have been working with us a lot, as has the North Slope
  3    Borough.
  4              So in addition to that, this is the second round
  5    of public meetings that we have had, and it is the first
  6    time we have been to Kivalina.  So we are glad to be here.
  7              Two years ago we came to all the communities,
  8    and at that time we were just thinking about what kind of
  9    alternatives -- these are the issues that people at that
 10    time said were most important to them.  These were the
 11    ones they were most concerned about when it comes to oil
 12    and gas.  The first one is always the impact to marine
 13    mammals and habitat.  Everybody was concerned about oil
 14    and gas effects on the seals, belugas.  Perhaps the one
 15    that scares everybody the most is what happens if there is
 16    an oil spill.  And we have tried to -- we have tried to
 17    look at the different alternatives for what would happen
 18    if there was a spill, what we thought we needed.  And so
 19    we have looked at that.  But that's still probably
 20    [inaudible] what if there is an oil spill.
 21              Climate change is something we can't control,
 22    but it certainly is a factor.  Things are getting warmer,
 23    and there is a lot less ice than there used to be.  From
 24    our perspective, protecting subsistence life and the
 25    animals that you depend on are of primary importance.  We
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  1    don't want anything to happen to the whale stock, bowhead
  2    stock, ice seals.
  3              Another thing that we do is every time somebody
  4    comes in for a permit we take a look at it, and using what
  5    information that's in the permit application and what we
  6    know about the area, we try to condition the permit so it
  7    has a minimum effect.  That is, if the activity occurs at
  8    a time when there is going to be some whaling, we try to
  9    steer the activity away from it.  We try to keep whaling
 10    or subsistence hunting and oil and gas development
 11    separate as best we can.  Wherever the two overlap, we
 12    always have problems; everybody has problems.  So we have
 13    been trying to direct them away from the areas that you
 14    need to do your subsistence.
 15              And I've already talked a little bit about this.
 16    One thing I will say is that we are looking at a level of
 17    activity that's much greater than anything we have seen to
 18    see what the effects would be.  Up until now there has
 19    only been one or two activities going on at any one time.
 20    I think in the next three or four years there will be
 21    several activities in any given year, but not nearly as
 22    much as [inaudible].  For example, this year we will be
 23    drilling this summer, so we have tried to look at that.
 24              So I'm going to let Candace take over here.  We
 25    have several alternatives we have looked at, and Candace
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  1    will talk about each of those.  If you have questions,
  2    just ask; otherwise, we will be done in about -- we will
  3    take questions after the presentation.
  4                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  Hi.  As Mike
  5    mentioned at the beginning, I'm Candace Nachman.  I work
  6    at the National Marine Fisheries Service in Washington,
  7    D.C.  And I'm going to kind of walk you through the meat
  8    of the document so you can understand what it is that we
  9    are analyzing and what it is that we really want to hear
 10    from all of you.
 11              While we work on getting the presentation back
 12    up, I'll just go through the slides.  I kind of have them
 13    in my head already.
 14              Basically what you have to do in an
 15    environmental impact statement is you have to look at a
 16    range of alternatives.  You can't just analyze one thing.
 17    You need to analyze a whole big range.  So we have
 18    actually picked five alternatives to analyze in this
 19    document.  And these alternatives were developed through
 20    comments that we have heard over the last two years from
 21    the communities, from the industry, basically from
 22    everybody who has some sort of interest in this document.
 23              And these alternatives look at a range of
 24    activity that could occur, seismic surveys as well as
 25    exploratory drilling.  And then they also analyze a range
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  1    of mitigation measures to reduce impacts both to the
  2    species themselves and also to the subsistence users.  And
  3    then we have also explored different types of monitoring
  4    so that the companies can actually go out and get a better
  5    sense of the impacts of their activities and we also have
  6    been exploring different ways for the companies to come up
  7    and interact with the communities in a meaningful way so
  8    that the measures that they put in to reduce impacts to
  9    subsistence are actually measures that are agreed to both
 10    between the industry and the subsistence users themselves
 11    so that it's not a one-way street.
 12              I'm really sorry that we don't have the slides
 13    because there was actually going to be some nice graphics
 14    for you to look at.  They are hanging on the wall there.
 15              So like I said, we have five alternatives that
 16    we have analyzed.  The first alternative is what's known
 17    as a No-Action Alternative.  It is a required alternative
 18    to be analyzed in any document.  And what it means is
 19    there would be no activity up here.  Industry would not be
 20    getting permits from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
 21    for seismic and they would not be receiving any
 22    authorizations from the National Marine Fisheries Service
 23    to illegally take or harass marine mammals.  So any
 24    activity that would go on would be illegal.  So that's the
 25    first alternative that we have analyzed.
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  1              The second alternative looks at a level of
  2    activity that we consider a lower level, but is actually
  3    higher than anything that has happened up here in the last
  4    five to six years.  We look at the number of surveys that
  5    could occur both in the Beaufort and the Chukchi Sea in
  6    any one season.  And when you add up the numbers, it comes
  7    to a total of 16 activities in one season which, I have to
  8    tell you, is higher than anything we actually believe to
  9    happen in one season.
 10              The third alternative looks at an even higher
 11    level of activity from the first and second alternative.
 12    And again, it's for activities both in the Beaufort and
 13    the Chukchi Sea because we are looking at from Kaktovik
 14    all the way down to Kivalina and Kotzebue.  And that level
 15    of activity goes up to about --
 16              So this is the alternative I was just talking
 17    about, Alternative 2 with the lower level of activity.  So
 18    once you go from nothing, this is the level of activity
 19    that we go to.  And what we did to analyze this level of
 20    activity within the document is we came up with some
 21    conceptual examples.  And so this is a conceptual example
 22    for the Beaufort side, but I'll show you the Chukchi side
 23    since that's where we are here.
 24              And even though we are looking at 16, that's
 25    honestly not realistic in what's happened in the last few
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  1    years, so what we did is we took a more realistic picture
  2    and said if you have these activities -- and there are
  3    some circles up there which show the sound fields.  So if
  4    you put these activities in the Chukchi Sea, where would
  5    the sound fields be that the animals might be going
  6    through and how close together are they, meaning are there
  7    areas where the animals can go where there isn't that
  8    sound field or are the areas overlapping and maybe they
  9    would have to go further out to avoid it.
 10              So then if we go to what I was just talking
 11    about, which is Alternative 3, which is that higher level
 12    of activity, we then created some conceptual examples for
 13    that, as well.  And so this is the Beaufort side again
 14    with a lot of the activity concentrated in Camden Bay
 15    because that's where a lot of the leases are that have
 16    already been sold.  And then when we come to the Chukchi
 17    side, you can see that those lease sales or the lease
 18    areas where companies are working are about between 65 and
 19    100 miles offshore.  So then you have them all working in
 20    this one broad lease sale area.  So you can see that the
 21    activities themselves start to overlay a little bit.
 22              So then what we did is we came up with two more
 23    alternatives that really took some of the scoping comments
 24    into consideration.  And what we did with Alternative 4 is
 25    we took that level of activity that we consider in
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  1    Alternative 3 and we took some time/area closures that we
  2    are considering in all of the alternatives, but in
  3    Alternative 4, what we did is we made them mandatory or
  4    required.
  5              And a time/area closure means that an activity
  6    cannot occur in a certain area at a certain time of year.
  7    And we designated these areas on two criteria.  One was:
  8    Is it an important area to the animals biologically?  Are
  9    they migrating?  Are they feeding?  Are they resting?  And
 10    the second criterion that we used was:  Is this an area
 11    where there is an active subsistence hunt going on of
 12    seals, of whales?  And we wanted to close them off either
 13    at the time where it's important biologically or it's
 14    important to the subsistence users to avoid any conflict
 15    between the oil and gas activity and the subsistence or
 16    the marine mammal biological activity.  So that's what
 17    Alternative 4 really does is it really puts these
 18    time/area closures into full effect.
 19              And I have some graphics here.  So on the
 20    Beaufort side, we identified Camden Bay, and then we also
 21    identified Barrow Canyon and the shelf break in the
 22    Western Beaufort Sea.  And in the Chukchi Sea we
 23    identified Hannah Shoal and then we also identified
 24    Kasegaluk Lagoon and the Ledyard Bay Critical Habitat Unit
 25    as very important areas to marine mammals, and then the
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  1    Ledyard Bay areas as very important to eiders.
  2              And then the final alternative that we looked at
  3    has to do with new technologies, technologies other than
  4    air guns which are what's used by the companies to
  5    conduct seismic surveys.  The air guns emit sound into the
  6    environment, and the reverberation of that or the pressure
  7    from that sound is what is used by the companies to know
  8    what oil reserves might be in the ground.
  9              So right now there are some technologies that
 10    are in development.  They are not commercially available
 11    yet.  They are not really ready to be used in a full
 12    activity sense, but we wanted to analyze them.  And
 13    hopefully in the next few years these technologies will
 14    start to develop, more research will go into them, and
 15    perhaps maybe at some point in the future they could be
 16    used to either augment the air guns or maybe replace them.
 17    But this is still very emerging and not fully developed
 18    yet, but we still wanted to take a look.
 19              So I've mentioned a couple times mitigation
 20    measures.  Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, before
 21    we can issue an authorization we need to put forth
 22    mitigation measures that the companies must employ, both
 23    to make sure that they have a negligible or a low impact
 24    on the marine mammals and also to ensure that they are not
 25    going to have any adverse effects on subsistence uses.  So
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  1    we took a very hard look at mitigation measures that have
  2    been required in the past, and we also look a hard look at
  3    mitigation measures that have been suggested in the past
  4    but haven't necessarily been employed.
  5              And we divided them into four categories.  And
  6    basically we were looking for ways to reduce impacts from
  7    the sound that's put into the environment by these
  8    companies during their activities.  We looked at ways to
  9    reduce impacts that are not acoustic in nature, such as
 10    from vessel activity.  And then we also looked at ways to
 11    reduce impacts to subsistence resources and to subsistence
 12    users.
 13              And so, like I mentioned, we broke them into two
 14    categories, standard and additional.  And for all of the
 15    mitigation measures, we -- in the EIS and in the final
 16    document there will be a full analysis of all of the
 17    measures.  And we analyzed them based on three criteria.
 18    And it's, one, is this measure going to help reduce
 19    impacts to marine mammals?  Two, is the measure going to
 20    be effective if it's implemented?  And then three, is the
 21    measure actually practical for the applicant to implement?
 22    Because if it's not going to be effective or if it's
 23    impossible to implement, then there is really no point to
 24    consider it.  So that's what we do.
 25              We also analyzed the potential impacts to the
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  1    entire environment.  We looked at the physical
  2    environment.  So we looked at oceanography, we looked at
  3    currents, we looked at air quality, water quality.  We
  4    then looked at the biological environment.  We looked at
  5    plankton, krill, fish.  And then we also looked at marine
  6    mammals, at birds.  And then we looked at the
  7    socioeconomic environment.  So we looked at what the
  8    impacts might be to the economies of the communities up
  9    here.  We looked at how subsistence resources might
 10    potentially be affected:  Marine mammals, birds, fish.
 11    And then we also looked at public health and other social
 12    issues.
 13              I only have marine mammals and subsistence on
 14    this slide here, though, because those are the two
 15    resources that the National Marine Fisheries Service has
 16    to take the hardest look at when we are considering
 17    whether or not to issue an Incidental Take Authorization
 18    under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
 19              So basically you can see that marine mammals
 20    will potentially be affected from the noise that is put
 21    in, disturbance, potentially moving off of their migratory
 22    route, potentially changing their behavior, maybe stop
 23    feeding for a short time.  And then there is also the
 24    potential for interactions with vessels.
 25              And then with subsistence, we need to make sure
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  1    that the animals are not pushed out to a distance where
  2    they are unaccessible to hunters, and we need to ensure
  3    that there is no physical barriers between the hunters and
  4    the animals.
  5              So the full EIS looks at all of the resources
  6    that I just mentioned, but I just wanted to highlight
  7    these two right now.
  8              So how will this EIS be used in the future?
  9    Basically what we have done is we have taken a look over
 10    the next three to five years of what we think might
 11    potentially -- companies might come to the Bureau of Ocean
 12    Energy Management for authorization to go out and do
 13    exploration and then, in turn, once they get that
 14    authorization, they would then need to come to National
 15    Marine Fisheries Service for the Marine Mammal Protection
 16    Act coverage.  So we are hoping that this document, that
 17    this evaluation, this analysis will be our environmental
 18    analysis that will help guide us in those authorizations
 19    and in those permitting decisions.
 20              As Mike mentioned, this process has been going
 21    on for a couple of years now.  We did the scoping in the
 22    communities about two years ago, and in December we
 23    actually put the draft environmental impact statement out
 24    for public comments.  The public comment period is
 25    ongoing, and it ends on February 28th.  And so at this
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  1    point, we are at the stage where we want to hear from the
  2    public.  We want to come and hear from the communities.
  3    We encourage people to speak tonight.  We also encourage
  4    people to submit written comments.
  5              And once we get through this public comment
  6    period, we sort through all of the comments, we assess
  7    them, we make changes to the draft document based on those
  8    comments, and then come up with the final environmental
  9    impact statement.  And then we issue what's known as a
 10    Record of Decision.  That is what tells the public what
 11    alternative we have selected to implement and what our
 12    decision is of how we are going to move forward in the
 13    future based on the analysis in this document.
 14              You can see this is our schedule for the
 15    meetings.  We have already unfortunately had to miss
 16    Kaktovik and Nuiqsut.  We got weathered out.  It was too
 17    cold to fly.  So we're working on rescheduling those two,
 18    but we hope the rest of this schedule goes smoothly.
 19              And as I mentioned, this is the point where you
 20    all get to make comments.  In a couple of minutes I'm
 21    going to go through the last two slides, and then we are
 22    going to pause for about five minutes while we find out
 23    who it is would actually like to make some official
 24    comments for the record.  Mary will record everything you
 25    say.  And it will be considered as we go through all of
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  1    the comments that we receive over the 60-day period.
  2              There is not too many people, but we do ask that
  3    you try to keep your comments concise just so everyone who
  4    wants to gets an opportunity to speak.  And like I
  5    mentioned, if you don't feel comfortable talking tonight,
  6    you can submit written comments.  You can -- up until
  7    February 28th you can send them by mail to the address
  8    listed here.  You can send them by e-mail to the e-mail
  9    address, or you can fax them to the phone number listed on
 10    the slide.
 11              We also have a project website available where
 12    you can find additional information.  You can get the
 13    entire document.  It's really long and not easy to get
 14    through, but there is about a 35-page executive summary
 15    which summarizes pretty much everything I've said here
 16    tonight and the main points of the document and will give
 17    you a really good idea of what it is we have looked at if
 18    you want to look at that.
 19              And with that, Mike and I are going to say thank
 20    you very much for listening tonight.  We know you gave up
 21    bingo to be here.  And we will pause for about three or
 22    four minutes while we find out who would like to make some
 23    comments for the record, and then we will go back on the
 24    record and hear your comments.  So thank you.
 25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  One last thing.  This
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  1    afternoon a couple of you were there, but we met with the
  2    IRA council this afternoon in a very good meeting.  We
  3    have never been to Kivalina.  And some of the issues that
  4    have been on people's mind around here largely in response
  5    to Red Dog development were bought up at that meeting.
  6    And when we go back, we will take a better look at how
  7    that has impacted things over the years and try to
  8    incorporate it in this document.  We will look at some
  9    maps and some other information.  I don't know if it's in
 10    this document now or not, but we need to include them.
 11              So we will -- that was a very good meeting.  It
 12    was a very good helpful suggestion, and we will
 13    incorporate that.  So thank you to the council.  And with
 14    that, we will be quiet.  And if people would like to ask
 15    questions or put things on the record, we will take a
 16    couple-minute break and we will start that process.  Thank
 17    you very much.
 18              When you ask a question, for the record can you
 19    say your name and then ask the question.
 20                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm Alice Adams.  I'm
 21    with the City Council.  And it was told to me this morning
 22    that they were going to have an IRA meeting, and I'm
 23    wondering why we weren't invited in another City Council
 24    and why are you meeting only with IRA?
 25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We are meeting only
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  1    with IRA I think because that is who we were asked to meet
  2    with a year ago.  I'll be the first to admit, we don't
  3    know all the different tribal governments or councils in
  4    each community.  And if we missed one, we apologize, but
  5    that was the one that we were given to communicate with by
  6    the individual who was in our meeting last year.  So we
  7    sent letters to them, which is required, but that's how we
  8    set up the meeting.  And quite often we depend on the
  9    communities to tell other governments if we are coming.
 10    And sometimes that happens, sometimes that doesn't.  It
 11    wasn't because we don't care or we --
 12                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I'm not meaning that.
 13                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We didn't know about
 14    it.
 15                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Because the IRA
 16    represents a tribe and City Council needs to be invited in
 17    something.  This is a big issue.
 18                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yeah.  And --
 19                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And we need to know
 20    words from people like you that come.  And when they said,
 21    yeah, you could come to that meeting, that's not a proper
 22    way to ask City Council.
 23                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We just didn't know.
 24    I'm sorry.  We didn't know this time.
 25                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  I don't want to offend
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  1    nobody, but this is not working right, you know, just
  2    meeting with one organization, and they don't tell us all
  3    the information.  Even if they say you could come to the
  4    meeting, it's not a proper way for me.
  5                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Maybe we could get the
  6    address tonight of the City Council.  And I don't know
  7    that we can come back, but we can provide to you
  8    information that we got.  That way you can at least know
  9    and we can apologize formally because it wasn't meant
 10    to -- this is the first time I have been in Kivalina.  And
 11    a year ago we were told to have a public meeting and meet
 12    with the IRA Council and have a discussion.  And that's
 13    what we did.  And if we missed anybody, it was
 14    unintentional.  But thank you for bringing it up.  And the
 15    only way I can see to fix it now is maybe get a letter
 16    back to you and tell you what went on and go from there
 17    perhaps.
 18                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  There are so many
 19    meetings we are being omitted from, and it's not the
 20    proper way to help.  Our tribe, the community, all of us
 21    members that were elected from the community need to know
 22    what's going on in the surrounding, and people like you
 23    that come from far away, we need to know and not hear from
 24    other people because the story gets different when we hear
 25    it from other people.
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  1                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  2                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Thank you for listening.
  3                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.
  4                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Can you list maybe
  5    verbally what all the mitigation measures are?
  6                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  I can't say all of
  7    them because the list is actually quite extensive, but I
  8    can give you an example of some, if you would like.  So
  9    some examples of some of the more standard mitigation
 10    measures that have been required over the last several
 11    years, for example, involve marine mammal observers on the
 12    vessels, creating zones that are known as exclusion zones
 13    so that animals don't enter into areas that might have
 14    sound levels that are potentially injurious.  Other
 15    examples have to do with reducing your vessel speed in
 16    certain conditions or steering the course of your vessel
 17    away if you see a group of marine mammals.
 18              We also have, as far as subsistence mitigation
 19    measures, the communication centers I know have been in
 20    use in many of the communities with the industry for
 21    several years now.  They also hire what they call
 22    subsistence advisors, letting them know where and when
 23    active hunting is going on.  In the Beaufort Sea there has
 24    been a standard measure that come August 25th companies
 25    working in the Camden Bay area actually shut down and move
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  1    off site completely in order to allow for Kaktovik and
  2    Nuiqsut at Cross Island to have their fall whaling.  There
  3    have been measures in the Chukchi Sea that companies not
  4    begin transiting into the area until July 1st because of
  5    beluga hunting that's going on in some of the communities
  6    here.
  7              So those are some of the measures.  And then
  8    there are some additional time/area closures that we are
  9    considering for the first time and we are trying to
 10    analyze.  And we would definitely love to hear from people
 11    here tonight if we have missed any of those areas, if we
 12    have missed any important times when sealing or whaling is
 13    going on.  We very much want to know what those are so we
 14    can analyze them and consider them appropriately.  Is that
 15    a good enough list or --
 16                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.
 17                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  Just a comment.  Stan
 18    Hawley.  I'm the tribal administrator.  Just a comment.
 19    Kivalina is a whaling community and Point Hope is a
 20    whaling community.  We interact with Point Hope a whole
 21    lot.  Our subsistence foods, trading.  We have a whole lot
 22    of relatives up there.  And whatever Point Hope wants to
 23    do with the subject of oil and gas activities,
 24    exploration, if Point Hope supports it, Kivalina will
 25    support it.  If Point Hope says no way, Kivalina will
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  1    probably say no way.  That's just how it's been for --
  2    since God put us on the map.  That's how it's going to be.
  3              I could -- our personal experience with
  4    industry, this village has experience with Red Dog Mine.
  5    The mine and the State deals mostly with a landowner.  And
  6    you can say in truth Kivalina is not the landowner.  NANA
  7    is the landowner, a corporation.  And if you want to drill
  8    out there, you are risking humongous effects on our
  9    livelihood.  And the magnitude of your effects are so mind
 10    boggling to us, there is just no way we can risk an oil
 11    spill out there.  There is just no way.  If we had an oil
 12    spill out there, our livelihood basically is harmed in a
 13    big way.
 14              And if you want to gain our support, the best
 15    way to do that would be to work with us individually, not
 16    the village, as villagers.  Don't deal with the landowner,
 17    a corporation based in Anchorage or Kotzebue.  Don't deal
 18    with the Borough.  Don't deal with NANA.  Don't deal with
 19    the State.  Come here and deal with us.
 20                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Can I ask you a
 21    question?  What about the AEWC; how do you work with them?
 22                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  AEWC, they are --
 23    Kivalina has a whaling captain's association.  There is
 24    one there.  But where is the rest of them?  The rest of
 25    them are at home watching TV.  So there is -- there is --
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  1    I can guarantee you if you moved your exploration from the
  2    Beaufort side and the Chukchi side, the northern side down
  3    to our side, those old men are going to be out here, going
  4    to be in here.  But as it stands now, because we are on
  5    the southern side, we are not going to see a whole lot of
  6    negative effects from your exploration.
  7                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Do you whale out of
  8    Kivalina, or do you --
  9                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  Yeah.
 10                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  You don't go to Point
 11    Hope?
 12                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  We go out in the
 13    ocean.
 14                    MR. STAN HAWLEY:  And like I said, if
 15    Point Hope is supporting your activities, your proposals,
 16    we will support it; but if not, probably not.
 17                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Okay.  That's good to
 18    know.  Thank you.
 19                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  My name is Lucy Adams.  I
 20    like what Stan is saying because this is our village.
 21    It's true when he told you that you have to listen to
 22    Kivalina people because we live by hunting.  We can't go
 23    without ringed seal, bearded seal, beluga whale.  They
 24    live in our ocean in front of us.  We don't go to Point
 25    Hope, in front of Point Hope to hunt whale.  They hunt
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  1    their own.  They hunt their own.  And we store food for
  2    winter.  How good are you going to protect the sea mammals
  3    that we eat because from Red Dog Mine our fish and our
  4    water are all damaged and part of our land, part of our
  5    land eroding from the chemicals that they -- what they use
  6    at Red Dog Mine.
  7              And they will be damaging more of our land if
  8    they build roads from under the mine by Kobuk if they
  9    decide to build a road close to our village.  All of our
 10    subsistence lifestyle will be damaged.
 11              And this fall we had ringed seals that are sick,
 12    that are afraid to go to the ocean.  What causes them to
 13    live in our lagoon?  Lots of ringed seals were sick
 14    because I work on two of them myself.  I just threw the
 15    meat, the blubber -- the skin only what I saved, the skin,
 16    which is a little better.  Too many pusses.  And I was
 17    sad, and I start going back to thinking when -- what they
 18    call that company, the one that -- that wanted to drill in
 19    front of Wainwright?  I forget the name.  Names always
 20    disappear now.
 21              How good are you going to protect our sea
 22    mammals if there is oil spill, if they spill oil in the
 23    ocean, if they drill in our ocean?
 24              So I'm talking about what we eat.  We can't live
 25    with store-bought food.  They are too expensive, and we
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  1    were not raised with them.  We raised -- our parents
  2    raised us just by hunting.  And then when we become
  3    parents, we do the hunting and they raise their kids.
  4    This is our life.  Sometimes I get sad because they want
  5    to change our life.  What are we going to eat?
  6              We have no jobs from what they build because
  7    many of our young people and young ladies are not working
  8    at Red Dog Mine.  Many of them are not working just like
  9    they promised.  But the other villages, even from the
 10    States, are working at Red Dog Mine.  The promise is
 11    broken.
 12              I always think about my grandchildren.  My
 13    grandchildren who are growing right now, they can't go
 14    without seal and without red meat.  They want to eat it
 15    all the time.  They want to eat frozen koak all the time.
 16    They don't eat all the foods from the store.
 17              So this is what I wanted to say for the record
 18    because we live here and we eat sea mammals, caribou, fish
 19    from the land and from the ocean we live.  We don't live
 20    on store-bought food.  We raised with -- if we try to live
 21    only with store-bought food, me, I always start to get
 22    sick.  I don't know why.  Because my stomach is not used
 23    to those foods, I know.  Or I would have hard [inaudible].
 24    And we need to protect our subsistence lifestyle.
 25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Thank you.
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  1                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  The companies don't
  2    listen after they build their Red Dog mine.  They don't
  3    listen to the Kivalina people.  They just hurt us.  They
  4    don't -- they don't listen to what we try to say to
  5    protect our subsistence hunting.  That's why I say the
  6    promise is broke.
  7                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I'm not sure what to
  8    say.  Thank you.  All I can say is we will try not to be
  9    like Red Dog.  We will try to work with the communities.
 10    That's one thing we did learn about last time.  We have
 11    been trying to do it ever since.  I don't know the outcome
 12    of this.  We will try to do everything we can to protect
 13    your subsistence way.  That's really the only thing --
 14    that's really our primary responsibility in this is to try
 15    to make sure the subsistence lifestyles aren't impacted
 16    the way they were when Red Dog was happening.  We will do
 17    everything we can to see that that happens.
 18              If anything changes, if anything looks like it
 19    might change, I would imagine we would come back and talk
 20    to you again, try to get some more -- try to figure out
 21    what to do.  It's obvious from the meeting here and the
 22    meeting this afternoon that things went very badly here in
 23    Kivalina as a result of what went on at Red Dog.  I'm
 24    sorry.  I wasn't here.  I am sorry for that, though.  And
 25    we will try very hard not to let that happen in this case.
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  1                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  I sure always wanted to
  2    find out from what the ringed seals were so sick this
  3    fall.
  4                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I can tell you that --
  5    along that line, I don't have an answer as to why they
  6    were so sick, but it's not just Kivalina.  There are
  7    ringed seals and spotted seals dying all along the coast
  8    of Alaska.  And our particular agency is actually looking
  9    into that.  We've collected over 100 carcasses.  They all
 10    have these lesions on them like you talked about.  They
 11    all look sick.  I don't know the answer right now.
 12              We have two agencies, the State and several
 13    veterinary type people looking into what might be the
 14    cause of why they are dying.  We had one person in
 15    Wainwright who was convinced it had something to do with
 16    the nuclear spill in Japan a year ago.  I don't know if
 17    that's true or not, but there are things out there that
 18    could have caused this.  And you might get an answer to
 19    that.  I don't think it's related to anything that's
 20    happened in the last -- oil and gas, but you might get an
 21    answer.  We might be able to find something out.  But
 22    that's happening everywhere, not just Kivalina.  It's
 23    pretty widespread, which isn't good.
 24                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  Yeah, because I was at
 25    Point Hope last week, and I tried to get ringed seal skin
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  1    to make [indiscernible], and one lady gave me about that
  2    big.  It's medium size.  It's not small.  It's not big.
  3    It's medium size.  I thought she was going to give me only
  4    the skin.  When she say sealskin, I said, I'll take the
  5    sealskin.  And when she let her grandson bring it to me,
  6    it had -- it was the whole seal.  And before I went out to
  7    look at it, Morris Oviak where I stay come inside and
  8    say -- he was the one that bring it to me.  He say, Lucy,
  9    that ring seal don't look healthy, the one that they
 10    bring.  So I went out.  Yeah, sure.  It's just like what I
 11    skin in first part of October, last part of September, the
 12    skin looks that way like when I was -- so I leave it.  I
 13    didn't take it.
 14                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, whatever it is,
 15    it's -- it's going all along the coast of Alaska.
 16                    MS. LUCY ADAMS:  But he get it January,
 17    that ringed seal.  I think that some of them are still
 18    sick.
 19                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  We will find out this
 20    year.  I hope not, but yes.  Are there any other comments
 21    right now that anybody would like to say?  If not --
 22                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  On that first part what
 23    you showed, you used the word "harass."  And I know what
 24    harass mean, but what do you use it for in that part?
 25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  In this part?  Well,
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  1    one -- the National Marine Fisheries Service, our
  2    agency -- let me start over.  For activities that go on in
  3    the ocean, not fishing but other activities, not
  4    subsistence -- oil and gas, Navy, shipping, construction,
  5    when they do these activities in an area where there are
  6    marine mammals, whether it's Alaska or California or East
  7    Coast, they are going to disturb or harass marine mammals.
  8    It's our responsibility to make sure that the number of
  9    marine mammals that get harassed and the way that they do
 10    it, the impact is minimized.  We don't try to stop it all,
 11    but we try to minimize the impact.  And that's our primary
 12    responsibility.
 13              So when we talk about harassment in this slide,
 14    we are going to try to minimize harassment to marine
 15    mammals and harassment to subsistence users by the oil and
 16    gas industry.  That's our responsibility and that's --
 17    when we -- if we get to the permits, the thing we looked
 18    at is how do we minimize effects on marine mammals and, in
 19    Alaska, effects on availability of those animals to
 20    subsistence users.  So that's -- I don't know if that
 21    helped you.
 22                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  Yeah.  And one more.
 23    How many public meetings do you get to go all the villages
 24    up the coast?
 25                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  I think we are doing
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  1    12.
  2                    MS. CANDACE NACHMAN:  A total of eight.
  3    Nine.  Anchorage is number nine.  So we have already been
  4    to Wainwright and to Barrow.  We were supposed to go to
  5    Kaktovik and Nuiqsut last week, but it was too cold for
  6    the planes to fly, so we're looking to reschedule those.
  7    Tonight was Kivalina.  Tomorrow we are doing both Kotzebue
  8    and Point Hope, and Wednesday we're going to Point Lay,
  9    and then we'll go back and hold our final meeting in
 10    Anchorage.
 11                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  So you are counting each
 12    public meeting you have in the village like one, and then
 13    if you go to Point Hope it will be two, three?  Like are
 14    you counting that way or --
 15                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Yes.  And in each
 16    village we also try to meet with at least one
 17    government-to-government meeting, at least one.  So the
 18    total number of meetings over two weeks is about 14.
 19    Eight or nine must be meetings and seven or eight
 20    government-to-government type meetings.
 21                    MS. ALICE ADAMS:  And in the states you
 22    know where they have all that floods, tornadoes,
 23    hurricanes and all that and the crops and stuff they stop
 24    going because of disaster.  And then here in our community
 25    we depend on the animals out there because there will be
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  1    no more things that they make, like rice, flour, sugar,
  2    all that stuff that used to grow.  And if it stops, we
  3    will have to depend on our --
  4                    MR. MICHAEL PAYNE:  Well, things that
  5    happen in the Lower 48 affect you here, too, yes.  That's
  6    true.  If there are no more questions tonight -- Candace
  7    mentioned the comment period is open till the end of the
  8    month.  We hope to hear from -- we hope to hear from
  9    everybody, actually.  If you have thoughts that you don't
 10    have tonight or ideas about things that we can look at in
 11    Kivalina to make sure that your way of life and your
 12    subsistence are protected, please let us know.  And if
 13    there is no other questions, that's what we wanted to talk
 14    about tonight.  We really do thank you for coming out.
 15    And it's been kind of crazy this past week because of the
 16    weather, and we appreciate this meeting tonight.  Thank
 17    you.  Okay.  Thank you very much.
 18               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:17 p.m.)
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