
UNITECJ f:tT,4:ffEf:t CEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Nationc:1I CJcE1anic: and AtmosphEtric Administration 

l:'-JCIDE\TAL HARASS\fEl\iT .\.l'THORIZATIO\: 

:\TOAA's '.'Jational Ocean Service's Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary (GFN:VlS) 
is hereby authorized under section 10 I (a}(5 )(D) of the ~vlarine \1ammal Protecrion Act ( MMPA 
l6 U.S.C. 137l(a)(5)(0)) to harass marine mammals in1.:1dental to specified activities associated 
with rock\ intertidal monitorini.!: surveys 1)11 the South Farallon Islands. California, contingent 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

upon the following conditions: 

'l 

This Inc1clental Haras~.ment Authorization ( LHA) is valid from January l 1), 2015 through 
January 30, 2015. 

This IHA is valid only for specified acti\ ities associated with rocky intertidal monitoring 
surveys at specific sites un Southeast Far::dlon and \Vest End Islands, California. 

General Conditions 

(a) A. copy of this IHA must be m the possession of personnel operating under the 
authority of this authorization. 

(b) The species authorized for taking are the harbor seal (Phoca vitulina riclwrdii). 
California sea lion (Zalophus cali/01?1ianus), fl,Jrthern elephant seal (Mirounga 
mzgustirostris ). northern fur seal ( Cnl!ominus ursinus), and Ste[er sea lion 
(Eumetopias ju bat us). 

(;::) The taking. hy Level B harassment only. is limited to the specie5, listed in 
condition 3(h ). See Table l (attached) for numbers of take authorized. 

(d) The taking by injury (Level A hanssment). serious injury, or death of any utthe 
species listed 111 item 3(b) of the IHA. or any taking of any other specie~. of marine 

rnz,mmal is prohibited and may re~;ult in the modification. suspension, or 

revocation of this IHA. 

4. l'v1itigation 'v1easures 

In order to ensure the le;,ist practicable impact on the species listed in condition 3t,b). the 
holder of this IHA is n~4u1~ed to implement the tullO\ving mitigation measures: 

(a) Field biologists must approach study sites cautiously and quietly, such that any 

disturbance of pinnipeds is minimized. The pathi,vay and rate of approach must be 
chosen judiciously. a\·oiding to the extern possible any deliberate approach of 
hauled-out pmnipeds. If deliberate appwach is unarnidable. field biologists must 
approach gradually such that srampeding (>f pinnipeds :s a\oided. Spec1fi . .: care 
must be taken to avoid any d1sturb,mce that may place elephant seal pups at risk. 

~"tte visits should be limited to no mJre than 5 hours in the absence of extenuatmg.." < 

~ 
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circumstance:~. ard personnel sh-tll vacate the area as soon as sampling of the site 
is completed. 

(b) GFl\iMS staff shall coordinate sampling efforts with other pem1itted actnities 
(1.e .. Point Blue and the l.S. Fish 1nd \Vildlife Service). 

( c) Staff shall use h:noculars to dcted pinnipeds hefore close approach to a'loid bein!l 
seen by the animals. ~-

(d) Staff shall monitor the offshore area for predators (such as killer whales and white 
sharks) and av01d flushing of pinnipeds when predators are observed in nearshore 
waters. 

(e) Staff shall reschedule work at siL~s where pups are present. with the exception of 
nnrthern elephant seal pups. unle:-:s other means to accomplishing the work can be 
done without causing disturbance to mothers and dependent pups. 

(t) In the event of finding pinnipeds breeding or nursing. GFNMS staff shall redirect 
activities to sites where these life function behaviors are not occurring. 

5. Ylonit21i1ig 

The hold1.:r of this IHA 1s required to 1.:onduct monitoring of marine mammals present at 
study sites prior to approaching the sites. 

(a) Infomrntion to be recorded shall include the follo\ving: 
1. Species coJnts (with numbers of pups1ju.veniles): and 

11. \;umbers of disturbances. b:v spe•:1es and age. aL:cordmg t·J a thre•;~-point 
scale of intensity including 1. l) Head onentation in response to 
disturbance, \Vhich mav include turning head towards the disturbance. 
cranmg head and 1~eck v,.·!1 le holding the body rigid in au-shaped position. 
or changing from a lying kl a sitt[ng pos1.tion and·or sligh1 mov.::-ment of 
less than I m: '"ale11:"': ( 2) \.•lovernents in response to or avrny frorn 
disturbance. typi1:ally 1•\ t::: short .J1stances ( 1-3 m) and induding :1ramatic 
changes in direction cir sp·:·ed of locomotion for ammals already ir: motion: 
··movemt~nt .. : and ( 3) All ~lushes to th•: water as well as lengthier retreats 
(> 3 m 1: ••flight"'. 

6. Reporting 

The holder of this IHA is requirec to: 

(a) Report obsenat1ocs of unusual bd1avior:s. nurnbers. or distributions of pinmpeds 
to Point Blue Conservation Science and NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center (SWFSC). 

(b) Report carcasses with tags as \Ve! I as rare or unusual marine mammal spl.'.ci es to 
Point Blue and '.\:VIFS S\\ FSC'. 



I c) Submit a dratt monitoring report to NMFS Office of Protected R1:source::; within 
60 days after the conclusiun of tlw .~014 field season or 60 days prior t1J the ~tart 
1~if the next field season if :i ne\\ IHA Wlll be requested A final report shall be 
prepared and submitted w 1thm 30 days fiJllowmg resolution of any conm1ents cm 
the draft report from :t\0.1FS. This report must contain the infom1ational elements 
described above, at minimum. 

( d) Reporting injured Gr dead marine IT.amrnals: 

1. In the en~nt that the specified activity dearly causes the take of a marine 
mammal in a manner prohibited by this IHA. such as an injury (Level A 
harassment), serioL1s ir~iury, or mortality, GFNMS shall immediate!) cease 
the specified activities ancl report the incident to the Office of Protected 
Resources 1301-427-8429 ). '.\MFS, and the Southwest Regional Stranding 
Coordinator (562-9S0-_:,2}J '· !\VlFS. The report must include the 
following information: 

1. Time and date of tl;e incident: 

' Descripnon of the in;;ident 

3. En\·ironn1ental i..:onditions (e.g .. \~:ind speed and direction, Beaufort 
sea state. cloud •:O\ er. and visibility); 

4. Description of all marine mammal observations in the 24 hours 
preceding the incid,ent: 

5. Species identificatwn or description of the animal(s) imol \ed: 

6. F Jtt' of tlk~ <llltmall:··). and 

7. Photographs or via1x1 footage of the animal(s). 

Activities shall not resume until :\:V1FS is able to review the circumstances 
of the prohibited take. \.\IFS \vill work with GF.\J'vfS to deterrnine what 
measures are necessarv to mmimize the likelihood of further prohibited 
take and ensure rvl~.,,1P r\ cc m pliance. GF?\JM S may not resume the 
activities until notitied by t··~\ffS. 

If an injured marine mamrnal is found in the vicinity of the project area 
and continued acti\ilies cuuld aggravme or worsen its co:1dition. GP~MS 
will report the incident to \\!IFS. All activities will be suspended unti 1

! 

notified bv 1\:v1 FS. 

i1. In the event that an in.iured or dead marine mammal is discovered and it is 
detennined that the cause of the mjury or death is unknown and the death 
is relatively recent: e.g .. in less tbJn a moderate state of cecomposition). 
GF~\IS sh~11l immediate!:- repo11 the incident to the Office of Protected 
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Resources. :\TMFS. and the Southwest Regional Stranding Coordinator, 
NMFS. 

The report must in1.:lulie :lh; sam<.:: infrmnat10n identified in 6(c)(1) ,1fthis 
IHA. Acti\'it[es may cont[nue \vhile ~~MFS renews the circumstan,_:es of 
the incident. .\ 1\1FS \\ill work with GFNMS to determme whi~ther 
additional mitigation measures or modifications to the activities are 
appropnate. 

lll, [n the event that an injured or dead marine mammal is discovered and it is 
detem1ined that the in.iur:- or death is not associated \vith or re,ated 1\.) the 
activities authorized in th'c' !HA (e.g .. previously wounded ammal. carcass 
with moderate to advanced decompos:ition., or scavenger damage 1. 

GF.\i:\1S shall report the u11.:ident to the Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS. and the Southwest Regional Stranding Coordinator. l\vlFS. within 
'.~4 hour~ ,,f the discover,:. GFNMS shall prov[ de photographs or ndeo 
footage \Jr other dc,cu::nentat[on ,Jf the stranded animal sighting tl\ ~\.ffS, 
Activities ma:, continue \11-.i]e >;;vJFS reviews the circumstances of rhe 
incident. 

7. This IHA may be modified. susp,.:nclixi or withdra\vn if th1; holder fails to abide by the 
conditions prescribed herein, or 1 f the authorized taking is having more than a negligible 
impact on the species or stock of affeded n:iarine mammals. 
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.;:_~~),-,VJ\.+\ ....,.) ~~~JL.,(1 

Donna S. Wieting. I 
Director. Office ~f Protected Resources/ 
>:ational \1arine Fisheries Service. 

JAN 1 It 2015 

Date 



Table l. Authorized take numbers, by :species 

----------------------------------------------------------------T-----------------------------: 

. Species !. Authorized Take ! 

~------------------------------------------------------------------------r--------------------------

- Cali fomia se~\~m ( l_a! op~111s_c_-_c~ij_9_!_1_!f!l~<'~~~~) ____________ ----~------------2 .12 6 ____________ _ 
_ _tI_a_r_~_or -~eal (f_h_g~-!l_}_~iru!in_(l_C-Js-l~c~rdj__i_L____ _ _ _ ______________________ Jl~---------------~ 
'.\orthem Elephant seal (~V!irounga angusr.irostris) .. __ 66 

~----~------·-----------------~-------------------------~---·--------,-------- -~---~---------------~ 

'.\011hem Fur seal ( Callorhinus wsinus) , 124 
r---------------------------------------------------------,--------------------------

~ S tc ~~~r :~~1 li og_0~um ~,top ias ju l~i;!_! usj_ __________________________________ J_ ___________ !l_~ __________ _ 
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