9
S

ot

=
P
>
=
o
=3

Jennifer Moore and Alison Moulding

April 19, 2016




Introduction

What? Elkhorn and Staghorn
Corals Recovery Plan

When? March 2015
How? 19 Member Team

Where? Wider-Caribbean

How Bad? Listed as Threatened in
2006 and Decreasing
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Recovery Outline

* Released August 2006

o Focused on basic research and
monitoring needs

* Revised December 2012

o Added focus on threat reduction and
population enhancement

@ RECOVERY OUTLINE
ELKHORN & STAGHORN CORALS

INTRODUCTION

“This document lays out the broad. preliminary outline for the recovery of elkhorn and
staghomn corals. A recovery team is being assembled for these specics, and this outline
will serve to guide recovery-planning efforts and provide information for consultations
and permitting activities until the recovery plan has been finalized and approved.

Listing and contact information for both species

Listing D
Lead Agency

9, 2006 (71 FR 26852)

Scientific Name: Acropora palmata, Acropora cervicornis
Common Name: Elkhom and Staghom coral (respectively)
Listing Classification Threatened

tional Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries

Science, Service, Stowardship

rvice)
Lead Office Southeast Regional Office, St. Petersburg, Florida

noaa.gov

are well

ic

y actions
and
factors for
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT .‘l’:‘ —
RECOVERY OUTLINE ecics and
Elkhorn & Staghorn Corals
This document presents the recavery of elkhorn A
tecovery for these species, o
yp been finalized and §
Listing and conactinformation for both species
NOAA Scientfic Name Acropora palmata, Acropora cenvicom's
FISHERIES Conmentiane B ard el
Lsting Date: May 9, 200671 FR 26852) tic and
SERVICE Py Agency Natonsl Marfne Fisheries Service (NORA Fisheries Service) ‘;,:.:hm

Lead Office Southeast Regional Ofice, St Pefersburg, Firida
Contact Biologist Jennifer Moore, 727-824-5312, Jenniler Moore@nosa ooy

The general e history
kncwn The historic range of both spcies his been determined based on histcric quantiative
data and recent cusi

% actions specific
information on: (1) the current and histarical distrbution and abundance; (2) reproduction
sekflement, pr fictors for dsease i each speces

g the infial )

prooses

RECOVERY STATUS ASSESSMENT

BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT:
Recovery implications of the species’ demographic and genetic status

found n water 130m wider Caritbean
Survey data from the Allantc and Gulf Rapd Resf Assessment Program (AGRRA) indicate the
stors ranges of both species ramain nfact. Howaver, taghorn coral s found rarely
heoughout the range including areas of preiously known occurrence), and elkhorn coral
Team (BRT) 2006)

Based 0n  fow 03 )
(conerage y echimaled T 2005).

[ s hard

sediment for attachment and seflament. Both species are heavily dependent Lpon sunlight for
(Porter 1976, Lewis 1977) d (Jaap

et al 1689) Optmal water for %

29°C, they bacame

icid and Smith 1990, Wil 1950)
Updated August 2012 qualty are fack of these two species

ding arcas
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Planning Approach

 Two species plan

* First corals ever listed
* Sibling species

* Similar life histories
 Almost identical ranges
« Same threats

» Slightly different habitat occupation and
population dynamics
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Recovery Team

* 19 members

 Experts in biology and ecology, threats
 Regional managers

* Stakeholders

* NGOs

» 2 NOAA Fisheries Liaisons to Team
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Recovery Planning Engagement

CORAL REEF

CONSERVATION PROGRAM
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Recovery Planning Priority and Timing

+ Species listed as threatened
+ Team established

+ Team meetings and section drafting

* One-week writing workshop
2008

+ Plan delivered to NOAA Fisheries
+ Initial internal review

2009 Petition to List 82 Corals ——

+ Hired contractor
+ Continued internal review

+ Center for Biological Diversity sues for failure to publish recovery plan

+ Draft Recovery Plan published for public comment

+ Final Recovery Plan published
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