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Introduction 

What?  Elkhorn and Staghorn   

  Corals Recovery Plan 

When?  March 2015 

How?   19 Member Team 

Where?  Wider-Caribbean 

How Bad?  Listed as Threatened in   

    2006 and Decreasing 
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Elkhorn Coral (Acropora palmata) 

Staghorn Coral (Acropora cervicornis) 



Recovery Outline 

• Released August 2006 

o Focused on basic research and 

monitoring needs 

• Revised December 2012 

o Added focus on threat reduction and 

population enhancement 

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service | Page 3 



Planning Approach 

• Two species plan 

• First corals ever listed 

• Sibling species 

• Similar life histories 

• Almost identical ranges 

• Same threats 

• Slightly different habitat occupation and 
population dynamics 
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Recovery Team 

• 19 members 

• Experts in biology and ecology, threats 

• Regional managers 

• Stakeholders 

• NGOs 

• 2 NOAA Fisheries Liaisons to Team 
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Recovery Planning Engagement 
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Recovery Planning Priority and Timing 
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2006 

• Species listed as threatened 

• Team established 

2007 
• Team meetings and section drafting 

2008 
• One-week writing workshop 

2009 

• Plan delivered to NOAA Fisheries 

• Initial internal review 

2010 
• . . . 

2011 
• . . . 

2012 

• Hired contractor 

• Continued internal review 

2013 
• Center for Biological Diversity sues for failure to publish recovery plan 

2014 
• Draft Recovery Plan published for public comment 

2015 
• Final Recovery Plan published 


