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Trevor,

I would like to request formal consultation  with the Working Group on 

Unusual Mortality Events regarding a die-off event that is occurring in 

St. Joseph's Bay, Apalachicola, FL.  Since March 10, 2004 a total of  22 

confirmed bottlenose dolphin mortalities have been recovered  inside and 

near the outskirts of St. Joseph's Bay.  Dead  red fish have also been 

seen  in the bay and  some have been collected for sample analysis.  Red 

tide is suspected but not confirmed. Florida Marine Research Institute 

is conducting water samples to test for  presence of biotoxins within 

the bay area. 

The historical average of bottlenose dolphin strandings that have 

occurred in Apalachicola in non-die off years is 2 for the month of 

March and  8 for  the entire year

( 1992-2000 SEUS Marine Mammal Database). Over the past ten years three 

die off events have occurred  in Apalachicola, FL  ( 93' morbillivirus,  

97-98' red-tide, 99-00' red tide).

A response team  is currently on scene collecting samples from the 

carcasses.   Samples are being collected for  viral, life history and 

biotoxin analysis.

Unfortunately, due to the early stage of the response effort I am  

unable to pass along  information on, sex, age and physical body 

condition.  I will forward more information as I receive it  along with 

a map of detailed carcass locations. Please let me know if you need 

additional information for this consultation.

Blair Mase- Guthrie

NOAA Fishereis, Southeast Fisheries Stranding Coordinator.

