FACT SHEET
New HMS Rules

© ATMOSRy,
\OP“ 5/%47

&
&
%oy P
Rrugnt of &

Overview

New regulations became effective on March 1 &
2, 2003, for recreational fishermen who target
highly migratory species in federal waters of
the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and U.S.
Caribbean. The regulations include a retention
limit for swordfish, require recreational fishing
vessels to be permitted to fish for Atlantic
tunas, swordfish, sharks, blue and white
marlin, sailfish, and spearfish, and require
recreational fishermen to report landings of
certain highly migratory species within 24
hours of bringing the fish to shore.

HMS Angling Permit

NOAA Fisheries now requires private anglers
who target any regulated highly migratory fish
species in federal waters of the Atlantic, Gulf of
Mexico, and U.S. Caribbean to get a federal
permit. This permit has been issued in the past
as the Atlantic tunas angling category permit,
but is now called the HMS angling permit, and
still covers tunas. Recreational fishermen can
apply for the permit online at
www.nmfspermits.com or by calling 1-888-
872-8862. The permit is issued to the fishing
vessel, so the owner/operator’s permit would
cover all fishermen on board.

HMS Reporting

Within 24 hours of landing (killing and
bringing to shore) any highly migratory
fish that were caught in federal waters
(excluding sharks and non-bluefin tunas),

recreational vessel owners must report the
landing to NOAA Fisheries.

Call 1-800-894-5528 to report landings of
billfish (blue & white marlin and sailfish) &
swordfish, and 1-888-872-8862 to report
bluefin tuna landings. Individual anglers
participating in registered tournaments do not
need to phone in billfish & swordfish landings
if the tournament operator is already reporting
to NOAA Fisheries.

Swordfish Bag Limit

Effective March 2, 2003, anglers fishing in the
federal waters of the Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico,
and U.S. Caribbean are limited to one
swordfish per person, up to three per boat, per
day. Regardless of the length of the trip, no
more than the daily limit may be possessed on
board a vessel. This bag limit applies to all
recreational fishing vessels, including
charter/headboats.

Charter/Headboat HMS
Fishery

NOAA Fisheries issues permits for the HMS
charter/headboat fishery and manages the fleet
as a unique sector due to its intrinsic mix of
commercial and recreational operations. These
operations will continue to apply for the HMS
charter/headboat permit, which covers the
same fish as the HMS angling permit.
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