An Easy Wayto Conserve Big Game Fish
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Realizinghat conserv®n is a teamfort, NOAA Fisheres is workingith the
recreationafishing industryo encourag the use otircle hook when argeting lo
gamefishStudies havehown that theise of cile hodks pomotes consertian in
recreationahighly migratory fisheries by helping reduce bycatch whileirigcoadsh
ratesand lowerig post-releaseortaity. But tha's notall. Recrationhfishemen &0
couldredue theneed ér future reglaton by smplychangg haks.

Youmay be worating how yo could staveff regulatin by switclmg to circle
hooksLet's use white marlin as an exangtteks of wke marlin hae been identified
by the Internatinal Commission fahe Consert@mn of Atlantt Tuna as thier ove-
exploiteddr fully exploited for more than twiecdesThe most currersummaries of stkstatus for Atlatic marlin
note ligh raes offishirg mortéity doservd in reeent pars.

NOAA Fisheies reenty madea deision ot to ist whie malin asan endanged species undehe
Endangere&pecies Act (ESA), but that doegudrantee it will remain unlisted dtivaroad. The agency has placed
whitemarlin on th&SA candiate list, Wl monitor whie marlin poplations andsislated to rassess its ESiAting
decision in@7 Reducingatch and gst-release maility estintas would ragte the kelihood of duture
ESA listing.

NOAA Fisheries hdseen studygg the effiacy of cirle hooks for manyears arnttas supported irang and
outreaclefforts in proper baiting anddtang techniques since the mid-90s. Aystodducted by NOAA Fisheries
in the spring ahsummer of 199%Vvaluattthe performarecof circleand J hooksn Atlanticand Pacifisailfish and,
to a lessenxéent, Patic blue mdin.

Thestudy compared circle hooldasimiar sted J-hook ptarmance, whe trollingbitching ded bait or
driftinglivebait for billish (methods commbnused bgnglers tagdingthese spees). Rates ofiing succesad
hookingpercentageere compable or higér for circldhooks comparedith J-hooks. i@le hooksised o safiish
hadhookingpercentags(i.e., fishooked/fish bit¢that werd .83 times gher comparedithJ-hook. Moresailfsh
werehookedn the corer of he moth usimg cirée hods (85percat), & compeed wih J-haks (27ercat). In
additionmore sifishwere deepooked in théhroat and stonca with J-hookg6 percengs comparedith circle
hooks(2 percent)Additiondly the studindicatedhat circldnooks reducgeep hookingnd pomote he live rekase
of spetes.

Anglerscan bendffrom using cale hooksn tounamets too.The BigRock Blie Malin Tounamehis a
prestigious @nt with fortyfive yearsf history. Beghing with th2003 Tournanm, additionkereleaspoints will
beawarded for using circle hooks in tieuW-hooks. This leichangeeflects alear comniinent by tourmaents to
supportbillfish conservation while stilbprding competitive anglers the excitement anathap-notch tournamen
fishing.

Dr. Bill Hogarth director oNOAA Fisheriess working tomprove interaions with bifish tournaments
seekingo reduce or eliminate fish mortality. Dr. Htlgavho has committeddOAA Fisherieto providingnonetary
supportto theBig Rock to @nduct bait gging semima to aid partipants in th@roper use oficle hooksgid so
in thesdifficult budget imes sdhat “this ball step wilhave everghance o$uccess withithis tournamerand to
promote the expansion of circle hamde in other tournaments or tAtlantic and Gulf coasts.”
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