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Fishery Management

Moderator:  



Jim Donofrio, Recreational Fishing Alliance

Panelists:


Jack Dunnigan, NOAA Fisheries Service


Bob Zales II, National Association of Charterboat Operators


Mike Kennedy, Coastal Conservation Association


Rip Cunningham, Salt Water Sportsman

Allocation Criteria

The recreational fishing industry has been fighting the battle of getting a fair allocation of the resources for many years. How have we done and what should the criteria be for allocating the resource? When we determine how to split the pie, how do we transform this into reality?

The new direction for fisheries management is toward dedicated access privileges. The very foundation of this management strategy is that user groups or sectors will receive allocations of the resources. The allocation process is where the winners and loser will be determined. The recreational fishing industry will have to maintain a very strong presence in that process if the industry expects to get its fair share.

C. M. "Rip" Cunningham was associated with Salt Water Sportsman magazine for 32 years, where for the last 12 years he was the Editor-In-Chief and Publisher. He now is the Editor-At-Large. He has been active in fisheries management issues and currently serves on the New England Fishery Management Council and is a member of the Mass. Marine Fisheries Commission. He also serves on the American Sportfishing Association Government Affairs Committee.

