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Ecosystem Approach to Management

NOAA’s Ecosystem Approaches to Management (EAM) is a holistic, evolutionary management strategy designed to improve the productivity of coastal and marine ecosystems.  NOAA has developed definitions of ecosystems, and an ecosystem approach to management.  NOAA’s holistic vision of ecosystem-based management moves current management practices from sectoral, short-term perspectives, with humans independent of ecosystems to ecosystem-based, long-term perspectives and humans integral to ecosystems.  The new management practices will be geographically specific, located in 10 recently delineated US regional ecosystems based on Large Marine Ecosystem models.  NOAA’s vision for EAM includes seven strategies: collaborative and voluntary, adaptive, incremental, geographically specifying management areas, accounts for ecosystem knowledge and uncertainties, considers multiple external factors, and balances diverse societal objectives.  NOAA’s future steps towards EAM includes improving internal integration and coordination to produce better products and services, building a coalition of partners to begin the regional process of ecosystem-based management.

John “Jack” Dunnigan is currently the Director of Sustainable Fisheries, a position he has held since January 2002, and NOAA’s Ecosystem Goal lead. In his role as the Ecosystem Goal lead, he is responsible for overseeing the development of outyear plans and budgets for a multitude of programs within NOAA.  He is also responsible NOAA Fisheries headquarters’ activities relating to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conversation and Management Act and other laws, including Atlantic highly migratory species management, domestic fisheries regulation, international fisheries, fisheries policy and interjurisdictional fisheries. From 1991-2002 he served as Executive Director of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, providing oversight to Commission activities in fishery management, science and research, habitat, sport fish restoration and law enforcement. Mr. Dunnigan has served NOAA for over 20 years. Jack Dunnigan has a Masters of Law and a Juris Doctor from the University of Washington. He is a member of the District of Columbia Bar Association.

