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Integrating Economics into Decision-making

Saltwater recreational fishing has traditionally been viewed as a social opportunity for the purpose of relaxation, sport, enjoying nature and our natural marine resources.  The economics of saltwater recreational fishing has only recently been discussed and has become an underutilized tool in marine fishery management.  According to the National Marine Fishery Service (NMFS)
, 13 million participants enjoy saltwater recreational fishing, which is second only to swimming as the Nation’s most popular outdoor activities.

Saltwater recreational fishing is an economic generator producing over $30 BILLION in annual economic impact and producing over 350,000 jobs nationwide.  Anglers fishing off of Florida, Louisiana, and North Carolina spent between $1.2 and $8.4 BILLION on marine recreational fishing in 1999
.  This paper will address the importance of economics in managing saltwater recreational fishing and why it is absolutely imperative that management consider all sources when creating regulations for fisheries that affect people and the local fishing communities where they live.

Recreational fishing data is the most used source in trying to manage saltwater recreational fishing.  The lack of accurate, precise, and timely saltwater recreational fishing data has been one cause of premature closures, reduced bag limits, and shortened fishing seasons which have caused severe economic and social harm to people and local fishing communities.

We now know that when better data is obtained which shows more accurate effort and thus more accurate harvest some seriously negative management decisions have caused economic harm unnecessarily.  The question becomes, do we spend the money necessary to improve the data system now or do we suffer the severe economic losses based on the current data collection system.  This paper should provide the information to answer this question. 

Bob Zales, II serves as the Chairman of the Board for the National Association of Charterboat Operators.  He has owned and operated Bob Zales Charters based out of Panama City, Florida since 1991.  His nearly four decades of sea experience has qualified him to sit on numerous panels of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and serve as an ICCAT technical advisor.  Zales currently is a member of the MPA Federal Advisory Committee and the Atlantic Billfish Advisory Panel.
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