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Licensing Saltwater Fishers – A Necessity Not a Luxury

Anglers want the current fishery management system to be more responsive to both better conservation practices and the needs of the recreational fishery. The recreational fishery and the commercial fishery are prosecuted very differently, surveyed differently and should be managed differently.  Where nearly the entire commercial harvest can be counted, often in real time, the recreational fishery must be surveyed and the harvest estimated. Commercial fishers aggregate catch over space or time.  Conversely, the recreational fishery samples a fishery population one hook at a time, and catch is much more tied to population size than it is in the commercial fishery.  

CCA has supported licensing saltwater fishers since its inception in 1979.  The reasons are many, but two are most important:

1.  Licensing provides a framework for better data collection;

2.  Licensing provides funding not only for better data collection but also better management.

We believe a license will help managers better sample this important component of the fishery and make better management decision.  In today’s contentious fishery management environment, with recreational anglers competing directly with the commercial fishery for allocation, good data will become ever more critical to the recreational fishery.  A license is the best way to insure the collection of better data.  

Dick Brame is the Atlantic States Fisheries Coordinator for the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA).  He is the past Executive Director of CCA - North Carolina.  He holds a master’s degree in Fisheries and Wildlife Science from North Carolina State University.  Over his career, Dick has been involved with the Pennsylvania and North Carolina Wildlife Federations, the Izaak Walton League, and has served as a wildlife biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

