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Improving Recreational Data
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Tom Fote, Jersey Coast Anglers Association


Dick Brame, Coastal Conservation Association

Do We Need a Saltwater License?

Are recreational anglers contributing enough money to the state treasury without a saltwater license?  The answer is YES!  Some of the questions that we need to answer before even considering a saltwater license are:

· What is being done with the current money contributed by recreational anglers to the state treasury?

· What is the social and economic impact of implementing a saltwater license to the fishing industry and the individual anglers?

· Will we get better management or just more waste?

· What are the alternatives if more funding is needed?

· How do we recapture the funds that anglers are already contributing to the general fund?

Tom Fote has been an avid angler since he was four years old.  After retiring in 1970 as an US Army Captain, due to wounds I sustained while serving in Vietnam, I returned to my first love, fishing.  I also attended Hofstra University, earning a B.A. in business and an MBA in marketing and management.  In 1972, I joined the Berkeley Striped Club and got involved in fisheries management issues.  In 1983 I became the Berkeley Striper Club representative to Jersey Coast Anglers Association and in the mid 80’s began attending Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council meetings.  By the late 80’s I was also attending the Atlantic States Fisheries Commission meetings and became the Governor’s Appointee from New Jersey.  I am, once again, the Governor’s Appointee to ASMFC.  I am also on the Board of Directors of the New Jersey Environmental Federation, the Board of Directors for the Marine Fish Conservation Network, and the Board of Directors for the American Sportfishing Association.  I serve as legislative chairman for the Jersey Coast Anglers Association and the New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs.  I serve in all these positions as a volunteer.  I first became involved due to my interest in Striped Bass.  But over time I became more and more concerned about environmental issues and issues impacting on the entire marine ecosystem.  I am certainly proud of my accomplishments on fisheries management issues but I am most proud of my work on environmental issues, particularly ending ocean dumping, with JCAA and other groups in New Jersey.  I do not make any money from the fishing industry or my involvement with environmental issues.

