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Recreational Data Needs and Opportunities

Recreational fishing data -- statistics on catch, and economic information on participation-- form the basis of stock assessment and allocations decisions for many marine species.  Recreational fisheries data collection programs face difficult challenges in order to estimate the total magnitude of recreational catches (both landings and discards) as well as participation, given the approximately 17 million anglers that fish in marine waters every year.  Improvements in the accuracy and precision of marine recreational data are possible by increasing sampling sizes in existing programs, and using more innovative approaches to better define the pool of individuals actually participating in marine recreational angling.  NOAA Fisheries Service has enlisted the National Academy of Science to examine current procedures for data collection and to suggest ways to improve data accuracy.  This talk will review the current NAS goals and time fames, and some innovative approaches that have been suggested to improve the quality and usefulness of data.

Dr. Steven Murawski is the Director of the Office of Science and Technology, at NOAA Fisheries in Silver Spring, MD.  In this position he oversees recreational fishing statistics data collection programs including the Marine Recreational Fishing Statistics Survey, the Large Pelagics Survey, and other data collection programs.  Additionally, the Office is responsible for coordinating stock assessment and economic data improvement plans, the national cooperative research program and the national observer program.  Prior to becoming Office Director, he was the Chief Stock Assessment for NOAA Fisheries in Woods Hole, MA.  He has published extensively on fishery population dynamics, science supporting ecosystem approaches to management, and the use of fishery closed areas as a management tool.

