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St. Petersburg, Florida   April 13-14, 2005

Making Fishing Better

Moderator:  



John Oliver, NOAA Fisheries Service

Panelists:


Forbes Darby, NOAA Fisheries Service


Brad Burns, Stripers Forever


Dean Crawford, International Big Fish Network


Bob Hayes, Coastal Conservation Association

Protecting Access

Stripers Forever maintains that making Atlantic striped bass a gamefish is the highest and best use of this precious resource, from both social and economic perspectives.  To support this position, Stripers Forever commissioned a study by Southwick Associates that illustrates the economics of making striped bass a gamefish, and allowing aquaculture to fill any market demand for the wild fish.   Stripers Forever advocates the sale of a stamp to generate funds needed to buy out the active participants in the existing striped bass commercial fishery.

Brad Burns was raised in a commercial fishing family on the coast of Maine.  He is a businessman and a passionate recreational fisherman who has been an advocate for recreational fisheries and conservation for the past 25 years.  Two years ago, Brad joined with several like-minded individuals to found Stripers Forever, an internet-based organization whose only goal is to have striped bass declared a gamefish all along its Atlantic coast range.

