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Anglers Contributing to Conservation

Recreational fishers pride themselves on being conservationists.  Over the past 50 years recreational fishing has clearly demonstrated support of sustainable fisheries.  Fishers, lead by sport fishing clubs and tournaments, have trended toward a catch and release format.  Billfish and bass hanging on the dock is now a rare occurrence.  Tournaments have minimum size and bag limits often more conservation minded than the law requires.  Taxidermists now build fish completely from dimensions with no requirement to kill “the big one”.  Charter operators that put billfish on the dock are openly criticized.  But can the recreational fishing community do more to promote conservation?  In my view the answer is a resounding yes!  

A recreational angler since childhood, Mr. Crawford has owned a fishing boat and fished for over 40 years.  Crawford founded Billfish Tournament Network in 1999 with the intent of using tournament billfishing release/catch data as a basis for reliable and continuous analysis in support of billfisheries conservation.  He lead the development of an Internet website listing all the world’s billfish tournaments, worked for improved communication within the Ocean Fishing Community, and promoted conservation data collection.  He founded International Big Fish Network in 2003 as a non-profit 501 (C) (3) whose mission is sustainable ocean fisheries.

