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Better Process

Process matters.  Both the Agency and the angling community should strive to better understand each other’s work processes. The ongoing NOAA recreational fisheries strategic planning and implementation effort is one way the Agency is demonstrating its’ commitment to make a more angler-friendly process by keeping anglers better informed and involved in the Agency’s planning efforts. But are we just talking change or do we actually want to improve the process?  Achieving success will require NOAA to change some of the other ways it currently interacts with anglers.  Three suggestions for making the process more angler-friendly include:  

1) Make the process easier to understand – Even for people within the system, fishery management and the government bureaucracy are difficult to master.  Adoption of accurate recreational fishing terms and improved outreach can help increase awareness.  

2) Facilitate angler involvement – Anglers don’t need more meetings, but a level of engagement more tailored to how they work.  Cooperative data collection is one example of how to tap into the angler’s expertise and build stronger relationships between the Agency and the community.    

3) Understanding angler motivations – Anglers are driven by a different set of motivations than other stakeholders.  They include, but are not limited to, the needs to protect access, be treated fairly, and pass on the fishing tradition to a new generation. 

Forbes Darby became NOAA’s national recreational fisheries coordinator in the fall of 2004 after working nearly six years as the special projects director for the American Sportfishing Association.  Darby holds a master’s degree in marine policy from the University of Delaware.

