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More Fish

In the next 20 years baby boomers by the millions will retire to the coasts of the United States.  They will be involved in the fastest growing outdoor recreation sector --marine recreational fishing.   CCA has already seen an increase in its coastal membership as people of means take up or increase their efforts in marine sportfishing.   For the last twenty years, recreational fishermen have asked that fishery managers do three things. Prevent overfishing and rebuild resources; preserve open access to the resource and give recreational fishermen a fair shot in any allocation decision. Without debating whether that has occurred, it is clear achieving these goals will not be enough to accommodate the future.  Achieving the future will require new allocations to accommodate recreational growth, right-sizing commercial fleets and in some cases eliminating commercial fisheries.   Lastly it will means the federal government must change its culture from one that is trying to preserve a 1975 status quo and get out of the way of what we all know is in the best interests of the nation.  

Bob Hayes is a partner in the firm of Ball Janik, LLP, where his practice focuses on trade, energy, and natural resources.  After leaving federal service, but prior to joining Ball Janik, Hayes was a partner with Bogle & Gates for ten years.  While with the federal government he served in several capacities in NOAA and NMFS as a regional attorney; the Southeast Regional Counsel; the Deputy General Counsel for Fisheries; and the Director of the Office of Industry Services.  Hayes has advised the Departments of State and Commerce on international trade and natural resource policy, in addition to being a Commissioner to ICCAT.  He is general counsel for the Coastal Conservation Association and the American Sportfishing Association.

