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Understanding the MPA Debate

In May 2000, President Bill Clinton signed an Executive Order directing the Department of Commerce, the Department of the Interior, and other federal agencies to strengthen

and expand the national system of MPAs by working closely with state, territorial, local, tribal, and other stakeholders (EO 13158). In June 2001 President George W. Bush affirmed the Executive Order.

Major components of EO 13158 include: 

· Development of an MPA center by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.             

· The establishment of an MPA advisory committee by the Department of Commerce.

· The development and maintenance of a nationwide list of existing MPAs in the United                                      States. The Departments of Commerce and Interior are charged with this task. 

· Lists of responsibilities for each federal agency whose actions affect the natural or cultural resources that are protected by an MPA.

· The development of a national MPA website (http://www.mpa.gov/). 

This presentation will describe the MPA Advisory Committee, its activities and progress over the past eighteen months.

Mr. Radonski has forty-five years experience as a fishery scientist employed by state and federal fishery agencies and private industry.  He served on the Mid Atlantic Fishery Management Council and the Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (MAFAC) that advises the Secretary of Commerce on marine fishery issues.  He was a charter member of the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council, which advises the Secretary of Interior on recreational fishery issues.  He served as an advisor to the U. S. Delegation to the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and the North American Salmon Conservation Organization (NASCO).  He was chief executive officer of the Sport Fishing Institute (SFI) interacting with industry leaders, government officials, outdoor writers, and the leadership of the conservation/environmental community.  He was a member of the Board of Directors of the Natural Resources Council of America (seventy-plus national environmental/conservation organizations) serving a term as its Chairman. He is currently Vice Chairman of the United States-Central European Environmental Foundation.  In 2003 Mr. Radonski was appointed to the Federal Marine Protected Area Advisory Committee created by Executive Order 13158.  In 1994, Mr. Radonski retired to Cape Carteret, North Carolina.  He is a Certified Fishery Scientist by the American Fisheries Society and a Fellow in the American Institute of Fishery Research Biologist.

