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Marine Protected Areas

Moderator:  



Carol Forthman, American Sportfishing Association

Panelists:


Gil Radonski, MPA Advisory Committee


Bill Windley, Maryland Saltwater Sportsmen’s Association


Tom Raftican, United Anglers of Southern California

Ocean Parks: Making MPAs Work for Recreational Anglers

This PowerPoint Presentation examines both federal and state efforts to install marine protected areas off the California coast and beyond.  It casts a critical eye at the players involved, at what worked, what did not work, and why.  The presentation also includes a positive alternative for recreational anglers.  

Tom Raftican is a lifelong recreational angler and diver.  He has been actively involved in sportfishing restoration, education and promotion since the eighties, first with United Anglers of California and the Santa Barbara Salmon Enhancement Association.  In 1992 Tom joined United Anglers of Southern California.  He was elected president of this 501-c-3 non-profit in 1997 and continues on in that capacity.  As president of United Anglers of Southern California, Tom is deeply involved in issues that affect every sport angler.  He currently serves as an advisor to the California Department of Fish and Game on the Ocean Resources Enhancement and Hatchery Panel working to restore the White Seabass fishery, the Marine Life Management Act Master Plan Advisory Committee, the Directors Marine Advisory Committee, the White Seabass Advisory Committee, the Ad-Hoc Steering Committee for the Marine Life Protection Act, and was selected as the recreational angling representative for the state’s Salton Sea Advisory Panel.  In addition to these duties Tom represented the recreational angling community in the Channel Islands Marine Reserve Working Group and continues to stay abreast of the marine protected area process as recreational angling representative to the Stakeholder Interest Group, advising California’s Blue Ribbon Task Force on the Marine Life Protection Act.  

