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Freedom to Fish

This presentation will discuss the concept of “Freedom to Fish”, enacted in Maryland, where a fishery will not be closed without science to support the positive impact(s) of such a closing.  “Freedom to Fish” is a concept that protects anglers’ rights and addresses the managerial responsibilities of fisheries utilization.  Being successful in passing this legislation required the cooperative involvement of all affected and interested user groups, including the Recreational Fishing Alliance and the Maryland Saltwater Sportfishermen’s Association.

Bill Windley has been active in fisheries conservation and recreational fishing issues for nearly 30 years.  Windley is President of the Maryland Saltwater Sportfishermen’s Association. He is also a member of several groups including the Coastal Conservation Association, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and the Recreational Fishing Alliance.  Windley chairs the Atlantic States Marine Fishery Commission’s Atlantic Menhaden Citizen’s Advisory Panel.  “Americans, as stewards of this great resource, must realize that managing for the greater good can only be accomplished when our managers make decisions based on scientific fact…While I have spent much of my life as an advocate for recreational fishing, I believe that recreational and commercial fisheries can coexist where best management practices (bmp’s) are the goal of fishery managers.”

