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Since 1990, saltwater fishing has been one of the fastest growing segments of angling.  Saltwater fly-fishing, in particular, has made extraordinary gains. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has strengthened its commitment to provide angling opportunities on National Wildlife Refuges on both the east and west coasts of the United States.  New areas are opening each year on Service lands on coastal and estuarine refuges.  They are proving very popular, simply because they offer excellent fishing opportunities, and sometimes they are the only areas open to the public for several miles.  From halibut and salmon in Alaska, to rockfish off of the Pacific Northwest coast, to seatrout and redfish in the Gulf of Mexico, to snook and tarpon in Florida, to flounder and striped bass along the Mid-Atlantic, spot and croaker in the Chesapeake and scup and tog in New England waters, the Service offers some of the most spectacular fishing opportunities in America.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proud to work with NOAA Fisheries, Regional Fishery Management Councils, Regional Fishery Management Commissions, the States, Native Americans and with Canada and Mexico to help manage interjurisdictional fisheries and to insure that they all remain healthy, viable and available for future generations.

Hannibal Bolton is currently the Chief, Division of Fish and Wildlife Management and Habitat Restoration, for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Washington, DC.  There he maintains oversight of the development of the Service’s Fisheries program’s budget, policy and legislative activities, as well as the Fish and Wildlife Management and Coastal Fishery Management issues.  In addition to his career with the Service, Mr. Bolton is very active in a wide array of professional and scientific organizations.  He is a 34-year career veteran of the Fish and Wildlife Service.  

