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For-Hire Industry

As we optimistically prepare to launch another sportfishing season in southern California, the members of the Sportfishing Association of California (SAC) face a demanding future.  In an area that has as many recreational alternatives as California has to offer its citizens, a boat owner will have to keep his prices competitive, continue to upgrade his equipment and service, and constantly focus on providing the access and opportunity to his passengers so as to offer a rewarding day on the water.  The competition for angler dollars will be fierce!  

Hanging over the future of the charter boat industry in California is the specter of state legislation, passed in 1999 and started and restarted several times, known as the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA).  Recreational anglers nation-wide are watching how we deal with this threat to our access, and the future of our industry will hinge in great part on how we deal with the MLPA.

For years members of the California sportfishing industry had to listen to ‘old timers’ who talked wistfully of the “good old days” of sportfishing.  But today in California the reality is that we are enjoying the “good old days” now, and for most species the prognosis is excellent.  I think the future is bright, provided we can survive the MLPA, continue to get good and timely science, and continue to collect the accurate recreational catch data now being provided by the California Recreational Fisheries Survey (CRFS), which is a huge step forward from the previous system, the MRFSS.

Bob Fletcher is the president of the Sportfishing Association of California (SAC).  A graduate of Stanford University, Fletcher has spent his entire career in the marine fisheries arena.  He has served as Deputy Director and Chief Deputy Director of the California Department of Fish and Game, been appointed to the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, elected to the Pacific Fishery Management Council, the Marine Fisheries Advisory Council, and appointed to be.  At present, Fletcher represents close to 150 commercial passenger fishing vessels berthed between the ports of Santa Barbara and San Diego.  He also represents 20 SAC landings and the majority of the live bait harvesting fleet.

