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E.J. Hobsbawm once stated that, “The only certain thing about the future is that it will surprise even those who have seen furthest into it.”  I sure the same will be true for recreational fishing in 2015.

But with this understanding, I will examine where we (the recreational community) have come from over the last 20 years, and attempt to extrapolate these trends over the next decade.  I will forecast significant future changes in a number of important areas.  Improvements in recreational data collection will lead to better and fairer management decisions for the recreational sector.  New research on conservation methods and an increased awareness by anglers will lead to an enhanced conservation ethic.  Management decisions based on science will lead to the restoration of many fisheries.  Habitat will still be a focus, especially as affected by coastal development and the resulting habitat loss and pollution impacts, though the control of non-point pollution will have moved forward in the intervening years.

Saltwater recreation fishing will continue to be a family-friendly, exciting activity.  New gear improvements will both enhance catches and reduce unintended fish mortality.  Recreational participation will increase along with the health of recreationally important fish stocks.      

Mike Nussman is the President and CEO of the American Sportfishing Association.  Nussman brings a strong background in fisheries policy.  He worked 9 years on the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee.  In 1994, Nussman was appointed to be the U.S. Recreational Commissioner to the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, a post he held until 2000.  He currently serves as Chair of the American League of Anglers and Boaters, and on the Board of Directors for the Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation, and the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership.  Nussman also serves on the Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee.  Nussman received his bachelor’s degree in science from North Carolina State University, and also holds a M.S. degree in zoology and M.B.A. from the University of South Carolina.

