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The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, under the direction of Mr. Ken Haddad, is forging a strong commitment to working with stakeholders on issues of common concern. Over the last two years, the agency has been undergoing a strategic re-design, including development of partnerships, and working proactively with stakeholders as keystones of our strategic thinking.  A major strategy is to increase stakeholder involvement and interaction on emerging issues in order to reduce resource conflicts.  We also seek to initiate and build partnerships as a means of addressing the big resource issues facing Florida.  Along with our strategic re-thinking, we have implemented structural changes.  Among those is the creation of an Office of Policy and Stakeholder Coordination. 

As part of that commitment to engage and involve our partners in resource conservation, we have initiated a series of stakeholders workshops.  Included in these is an ongoing "summit" process with recreational and commercial fishers, wholesale and retail dealers, educators, scientists, and managers.  Our goal in this series of meetings is to develop a long-range vision for protecting and enhancing the future of Florida's marine fisheries resources.  Although there are many competing interests for limited resources, all participants share a common interest in protecting and conserving our marine resources.

Mark Robson has been the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Since August 2003.  Mr. Robson is a native of West Palm Beach, Florida.  He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife Management from the University of Maine, and a master of science in Wildlife Ecology from the University of Florida.  Mr. Robson’s entire professional career has been with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and its predecessor agency, the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission.  He started working for the Game and Fish Commission in 1977.  Prior to his current position Mr. Robson has held positions as a wildlife technician, wildlife management biologist, regional nongame wildlife biologist, and regional director.  He is a past-president of the Florida Chapter of The Wildlife Society.

