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Working towards healthy, self-sustaining populations for oil Atlantic coast fish species, or successful restoration
well in progress, By the year 2015.

September 9, 2003

Mr. Bradley M. Campbell

Commissioner

Department of Environmental Protection

State of New Jersey
T P.O.Box 402 T

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0402

Dear Commissioner Campbell,

Thank you for your letter of August 24, 2003 regardng Amendment 6 to the Striped Bass Fishery
Management Plan. Your letter was provided to the Commission’s ISFMP Policy Board. The Board also
heard from Director Martin McHugh regarding New Jersey’s concern for the protection of striped bass
Spawning areas on a coastwide basis. The Policy Board has referred thic issue to the Atlantic Stnped
Bass Management Board for their consideration.

The Commission applauds your efforts to ensure the protection of striped bass in their vital spawning
habitat. The Commission’s Management Plan acknowledges the return of striped bass to spawning
areas as a critical part of striped bass life history and thus includes a recommendation discouraging the
development of striped bass fisheries on spawning grounds during spawning season. As you may be
aware, any state may implement more conservative measures than those in Amendment 6 to protect the
striped bass in spawning areas,

The Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board will receive a copy of your letter when it meets during the
Commission’s Annual Meeting in December. Thank you for your comments and participation in the
Commission’s Atlantic Striped Bass Management Program.

Sincerely,

W@.&ﬂm@

John I Nelson

© CC: Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board
Joanna Dunn Samson, NJ DEP Deputy Cotnmissioner

w | John V. O’Shea
. L03-106

CONNECTICUT, DELAWARE, FLORIDA, GEORGIA, MAINE, MARYTAND, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSUIRE,
NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK, NORTH CARQLINA, PENNSYLVANIA, RHODE ISLAND, SQUTH CAROLINA, VIRGINIA
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September 11,2003

Fred Schwab

3735 Deep Hole Drive

Mattituck, N,.¥. 11952
Anne Lange, Chief .
State/Federal Fisheries bivision
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Md. 20310

Re: Proposed Rulemaking-Striped Bass Regulations for Exclugsive Economic
Zone (EEZ)

Dear Ms.Lange;

The undarsigned has never mastered the art of brevity, particularly
when a proposed action is inadvisable. Having said that I and those whom
I speak for are opposed to any form of a reopening of a striped bass
fishery in the EEZ.

The NOTICE of PROPQSED RULEMAKING for the EEZ states that it is
.-..in response to recommendations from the Atlantic STATES Marine
Fisheries_Commission...". Please note the emphasis placed on the word
STATES. The fact of the matter is that the States did not vote in favor
of change, 5 opposed, 4 favored, 3 null votes and 1 abstention. Thus
the Notice conveys inaccurate information inasmuch as the votes cast
by the 2 Federal agencies, the NMFS and the Fish and wildlife Service,
altered the outcome and thus the position taken by the voting States.

In the proecess of adopting Amendment 6 to the Striped Bass Manage-
ment Plan the ASMFC's Striped Bass Board had to take action on a number
of specific issues contained therein. Relative to fishing mortality the
more, if not most significant of these were Allocation, Fishing Morta-
lity Target and the gquestion of the EEZ.

Because fishing effort and the availability and therefore likeii--~
hood of catching striped bass is both unpredictable and largely uncon-
trollable the "collective impact of those three factors on fishing mor-
tality is unknown. But the Board chose to increase allocation, not
implement a significantly comnservative fishing mortality target and,
with the two votes cast by the servicesg, to seek a reopening of the EEZ,
In addition, the Board approved increases in the commercial allocation

" for Massachusetts and the recreaticonal bag limits for that state and
New Hampshire. From a collective gtandpoint those five actions were
glaringly unwise choices.

The Board's actions were taken despite the fact that there is not
and, for at least several more years, will not be hard oreven moderately
soft data on the magnitude of commercial discard mortalities within
atate or federal waters, and of course what would ocour were targeting
of striped bass in part or all of the EEZ legitimized. On that last
point, to state the obvious, advanced data pertaining to the EEZ would
not and could not be reliable since the degree of targeted effort on
striped bass would be subject to unknown shifts in fishing effort and
user behavior by both user groups.

Whatsmore, eliminating or even easing the prohibition on the
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possession of striped bass in the EEZ will increase discard mortality
as a result of the known practice of "high grading"” and in all like-
lihood result in an increase in unrecorded landings and the black
marketing of striped bass flesh. Those practices are not controlled
through specific gquotas! '

A partial or even total reopening of the EEZ raises, az the NMF3
2/1/02 letter to the ASMFC points out, a very complex problem in terms
of anforcemant and it's impact on effective management.

Another factor which must not be overlooked and which the NMFS
apeaks of under issue 3 of that 2/1/02 letter is the question of
mortality on older/larger fish were the EEZ reopened. Expanding the
age/size distribution of striped bass was an often repeated topic
of discussion prior to and throughout the development of Amendment €.
In fact, under the heading of Goals and Objectives Amendment 6 contains
the following objective, "Establish a Fishing Mortality Target that
will result in a net inerease in the abundance (#) of age 15 and older

striped bass in the population.... .

Tn adopting Amendment & the ASMPC implemented a Fishing Mortality
Target of F=0,30 which is essentially status quo it having been F=0.31.
The Board felt that over time at F=0.,30 the abundance of age 15 and
older fish in the population would increase. Over time that "might"
have been the case but in the opinion of many the in¢reasing pressure
on this fishery resource and a reopening of part or all of the EEZ
places that viewpoint under the category of extremely unsound resasoning.

A reopening of the EEZ will result in a totally unknown increase
in fishing mortality on elder/larger striped bass!

With respect to the age/size structure having not expanded to that
geen in the past one might argue that growth takes time and that the
catch of some large striped bass, most notably from New York waters
several weeks ago, is contradictory. A local fishing publication has
stated as much. (During the development of the original management plan
(1978-81) claims of there not being a problem were voiced whenever a
notable catch occurred). Of course such events hardly qualify as being
scientific evidence. :

Tn this year's case one must take into congideration the north-
east's cold and wet spring and early summer which probably did delay
and alter the northward migration of some and perhaps many large fizsh
which summer-over in New England waters. Colder than normal and
fluctuating water temperatures and currents would also effect the
abundance, movement and disbursement of prey species.

An analysis of public comment focused on the EEZ question cannot
and should not be ignored. Attachment number 1 is based on an ASMPC
Summary Report distributed during the Board's 12/19/02 meeting while
Attachment 2 is the result of an exhaustive review of well over 200
copies of letters and E-mails, also furnished during that meeting.

Regardless of which listing one chooses to review it is ohvious
that the votes for a reopening of the EEZ by two Board member states

" {New York and Rhode Island) dismissed the overwhelming opinion ex-
pressed by their constituency. With respect to the two (2) remaining
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states which voted for a reopening {Massachusetts and North Carolina),
neither state could claim overwhelming public support for their vote
and in the case of Attachment 2 both states received public support
by the very slimmest of marginsg.

Public input, whether voiced wverbally or in written form, varies
in terms of both detail and eloquence for that is the nature of human
heings, we are not all the same. How one expresses their thoughts
should not be the yardstick by which their opinion is measured. What
is significant is that they have an opinion and are concerned enough
to take the time to attend and speak at a hearing or express their
position in written form.

The July/August 2003 issue of the ASMFC's by-monthly publication
"pisheries Focus" states that "Public comment is a key part of the
Commission's fishery management process". It also points out, and
understandably so, that ASMFC Commissioner’'s must reach decisions
based on a number of factors. One of those which is, or should be,
the most important is that Commissioner’s must act in the best in-
terast of the resource.

That is as it should be, but reopening the EEZ in part or totally
does not translate inte being "in the best interest of the resource".
On the contrary, such change in the management of this resource, now
or for several yvears to come, may and probably would jeopardize the
process of building a healthy age structure and consequently the
future well being of the coastal migratory stock,.

Two final points relative to input to the Striped Bass Board.
During it's 12/18/02 meeting the ASMFC's Striped Bass Advisory Panel
restated, for at least the third time through the years, strong:
opposition to a reopening of the EEZ. Whatsmore, the ASMFC's Law
Enforcement Committee in reviewing both a partial and total recopening
has expressed objection to such actions (see attachments 3 and 4}.

Having used and observed the use of this fishery for over 50
vears it is my belief that it is being more heavily exploited than
ever before, During the years leading up to the collapse of the
coastal migratory stock there were no commercial guotas, no recre- _
atioenal bag limits and no meaningful minimum size limits. Today those
measures are in place along with "somewhat" more significant area and
seasonal restrictions.

But we also have more fishermen and targeted fishing effort on
striped bass and in the case of the Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions the
maximum size limits of the past have been eliminated. Both user groups

use more sffective gear and techniques; have the means to fish in areas
rarely fished before, have fish finders and depth recorders and sc on.

while it is understood that Amendment 6 allows for adjustments
in managemeni measures should stock assessments raise a red flag, such
azzescments are understandably not based on real time.. Furthermeore, the
Board must evaluate the data and struggle to agree on what actions to
take before the many involved jurisdictions go through their process of
implementation, These various steps take time and it is not a stretch
to say that close to 2 years can pass from-tbe, timerthab a-prohlem
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began to the time full implementatiocn of corrective or more Con-
servative measures by all jurisdictions are in place.nﬁdd;mriﬁul;?:
include the time needed for the process of once again closing

the PEZ should it be determined that jt's reopening had been a
mistake,.

The undersigned has served as a New York representative on
the ASMFC's Striped Bass Advisory Panel gince it's inception during
1994, And to the best of my knowledge, with the exception of just
one Board member, I am the only present participant who can claim
direct involvement, start to finish, in the development of the
original Striped Bass Management Plan (1978-81). So I was on board
at a time when species specific marine finfish management on a '
regional basis ‘began and when this fishery was in steady decline
and on the verge of total collapse

Wwhile it would serve no purpose to describe in detail the
struggle that it was to develop what at that time seemed to be
5 "somewhat" effective management plan, it was a frustrating and
often emotionally draining oexperience.

The closure of the EEZ has been and continues to be a major
contripbutor to the striped bass becoming, once again, a viable fishery
and that closure should be continued to achieve the goal of full and
hopefully sustained restoration.

Sincerely,

r-ASMFC Striped Bass
Advisory Panel

1072372003 10:21AM




162226863 22184 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 231 FEEaE

AME)QDMEMT G - PUBLIC INPUT {gaser on ASMFC SUMMARY REPORT) (L)

NEW YORIS (oMuy)

. o _'Q_TATUEJ que : STRTS
o f;. . or KEEP Qossr DFEM ‘ Gyo . CPEN
AMipBachRes . 99, 38 ; 211
_WRTTTEN CONmMENT 83 1z ! 43 3
o ke 50 s T S

BY_JURISPI

_MAINE .. Iz L

_NEW HAMPSHIRE. il . * ONE() INPIVIDUAL STRTED For RELS ONLY

_MASSACHUSETTS. 10 23

_RHODE TSLAND. 13 i

CoWNECTIQUT . £ 0 I

_ owvYoee o 4o . .
Newommsey 2y 0. L o
PENNSMIVANTA - ¢ O . _
DEIRWARE 2 2 e

vaRdano . . % _

BREC D SO | _ . )

Ce, S Y S

NIRGMA 20 O

NORTH SRAMTNG S v A
182 50 .

_.hblﬁ_ouﬁﬁﬁg&wllm@ﬂ&ﬂm}i@_ﬁ_mﬂ% LOEDG:LZ.CIE[L&IQG}HLJE&&WJM&BL_%
_ 32 » " 3 (EEZinTotm)

'i""__'"““'jl EEET. - - Tt 0/23/2003 0 10:21AM




113/22/21211213 22184 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 231 [PEE?

L
&MENDMEHT G - PURBLIC INPUT.  (DATA DOES HOT INCLUDE ASMFC REROTT OF WRITTEN AND E-MAIL INPLUY, U
BUT TRTHER & REVIEW OF LETTETS AND EMALLS FURNISHED B ASMFL)

-k .L . . ‘ NEW YORIK (omudh

STATUS §N0 , s
o . (KEEP CloSED)  QPEN. ) 8o opRy
LLmsLCHRGS (A 99 38 ': 27 1
URTETEN COMMENT - BB b ! 3l 1
BMRLS &5 L 1 B 0
272 4H * 71 2

NEINE . ras
NEW HRNPSHIRE 12 *

MASSRHISETTS.... 18 19 . o
RAVEISIAND - 15
o eepzeor 22

_NEWHORK . 71 R Notz: Tve. crmEGery 08 " Unrouns REATES To

0
4
2
NEBWOIERSEY . .. .36 ___0_ __leTrses e E-MAns (onmmize tu THE ASMECE
y
Z_.
7

R E S | E 12h8lo2_nanvours o F topiEs WKieH DHTNAEEONTHIN

DEAMERE . 3 A MAILDIG APPRESS, THE MASORITT BRTHESE WERE
I T ¥ A S -t [T L L

PREC. .. R 1 . y .

VIRGIMIR . __________ 21 0

emmeweondn A1 120 _ S

_wYomING 1 a0 —
MEMPER,  NE anr Annboed Pree ,

-

Emﬂtmuﬂ#mm&mﬂ# s o

_RER | I S | s

_,_um{NQWME;t__. ........ 26 0 . . — .

b —
Lar]
=
o
o
n
|-=
i»
2
3

———— e bt m e
o
,i
i

1072372003 10.:21P|M



18,22 26803 22:84 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 231 FEEas

(=)

October 16, 2001
Mi. John H. Dunnigan
Executive Director .
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1444 Eye Street, N.W,, Sixth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005

Re: Law Enforcement issues relating to the opening of the EFZ
ﬁgar Mr. Dunnigan,

Fhe Law Enforcement Comumities (LEC) was requested to discuss and evaluate the
feasibility of implementing and enforcing state striped bass regulations in the territorial
sea (3-12 miles). At the LEC meeting held in Rockport, Maine, this issue was discussed
and the LEC came to consensus on the followig two issues as they relate to striped bass
fishery in the territorial sea. '

 The first issue discussed was under the premise that state jurisdictions be required to
enforce state regulations out to twelve miles. Many concerns were raised in evaluating
this concept. First and foremost, where does the legal authority come from that would
allow states to have jurisdiction in federal waters? Would this authornity have to come .
from changes in both state and federal law? Other issues raised were funding, manpower
concerns and definition of boundaries in these extended state jurisdictions.

The second scenario discussed was under the premise that the federal prohibition on the
possession of striped bass was lifted and no regulations existed in federal waters. Our
understanding is that the authority vested under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act would recognize state authority in federal waters. At
least one jurisdiction bas been advised by their state Attorney General that they will not
enforce any regulations outside of three males. The LEC still recognizes the funding and
manpower concerns as being problematic under this scenario.

An example was given of what would prevent a vessel fishing in federai waters and
landing an excessive amount of striped bass in a state that has no regulations or that has
claimed de minimis stafus. How would this type of activity affect a fully restored stock?

In closing, the LEC does not believe that the concept of increasing state jurisdiction from
three 1o twelve miles is a prudent measure for one species.

Respectfully submitted,

pa.
ajor Bruce Buckson

Charrman
Law Fnforcement Commitice
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To whom it my concern.

I am writing in regards to the proposed rules for the striped Ba
=5 \
in NJ. I think the marine Fisheres sev. must be on the commercia
1

fishermens payroll.

We here in NJ have had the first fairly good year of catching

stripers.There were a lct of shorts but at least we were

catching some. There was also a few ez sems nice size fish
caught. But not like it was 10 or 15 years ago. I .think it
needs at least 5 more years to get close to what we ‘had.If

the commercial people are allowed to start again we

may as well forget fishing for them.Flus the commercial

pecople will have them extict in no time.When I was a

kid just starting to fish for them there was a lot of them

from 30 to 50 lbs now if you catch a 20 1lb fish thats good.

I don,t think that the commercial fihermen should be allowed

to catch stripers. there are plenty of other fish they can get.

leave the stipers alone.I think that commercal fishermen
should only be allowed to drag in there own state waters.
giving the fish a chance to breed as they migreat.Let

the commercial people catch fish only irn there own home

waters instead of cleaning them out up here in the New

England states.:

I don.t understand what they are going te¢ do with them

seeing as how according to you they carry PCP2 and

are not healthy to eat.except if you want to take a

chance and cook one a week.Do the people they '

sell them to know that.

Tony Cilanci
900 D Street
Belmar NJ g 7?77/

Fage 1
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September 9, 2003 /7

Anne Lange, Chief

- State-Federal Fisheries Division -

Office of Sustainable Fishenes

NOAA Fisheries

1315 East-West Highway - Room, 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Chief Lange: "

I appreciate the opportunity to add my comments to the record on reopening the EEZ to
striper fishing. 1 am a two trip per week recreational fisherman who targets striped bass
most of the summer. I am also a member of CCA and the RFA. 1 believe that they are
both already on record as opposing this proposed change. T agree; it is not consistent

with long term, sustainable fisheries management te open the EEZ to fishing for stripers.

There would be short terms rewards for pursuing this policy - a bunch of people would
catch a bunch of big spawners. However, fisheries management policy for stripers
should be finding ways to get more big spawners in the stock, not on increasing the
harvest of those few that now migrate off the coast. The long term risks of opening the
EEZ are simply too great.

I believe the State of Maine is also opposed to this change. The striper is a game fish 1n
our waters and opening the federal waters just three miles off our coast to commercial
fishing would punch a giant loophole in our laws. Federal policy should not facilitate
poaching.

Sincerely,

Eric Root

5 Hemlock Cove Rd.
Falmouth, Maine 04105

1072372003 10:21AM



18,22 26803

22:84 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 231 P13

September 11%, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief

Staie-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fishenes
National Marine Fisheres Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD

20910

Dear Ms. Lange,
I spend hundreds of hours a year fishing for striped bass with rod and reel. Please

~ do not open the EEZ to the taking of striped bass. As it is , the striped bass population is

in serious decline due to the reinstatement of an inshore conumnercial fishery. The biggest
mistake NMFS ever made was to allow the reinstatement of commercial fishmg for
striped bass after the 13 year moratorium. '

More than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a hnge guiding and tackle
industry along the East Cooast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass
fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a
few coastal states to make it casier for their commercial fisherman to catch more striped
bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a
mandate. Every measure of public comment hs consistently been against reopening the
EEZ. That mcrease in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational
fishing public who are being deprived of a public resource.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for
striped bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the
EEZ. NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRPIED BASS FISHING!!!

sincerely,

Chip Bates

271-1 McCurdy Road

Old Lyme, CT 06371

Telephone: 860-434-9624 Angler Adventures, LLC

P.0. Box 873, 80 Halls Rd., Old Lyme, CT 06371,
Fhone (560} £34-0624 = (800) 628-1447 » Fax (860) 434-8605
E-Mail: info@angleradventures.com + Web Site: angleradveritures.com

Airfare, Lodging Guides Worldwide
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Sep‘témber 19, 2003

Anne Langé, Chief. State Federal Fisheries Diviston
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fisheries

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910 ‘

Dear Chief Lange,

| am writing to express my support of the opening of the EEZ to commercial and
recreational striped bass. Both commercial and recreational fishermen have
contributed to the recovery of the bass populations. It is only fair that both sectors
share in the berefits of a rebuilt stock, Far too often we hear that there should be

NO closed areas for the recreational sector. | find it disturbing that in this
instance the recreational sector is willing to close the entire EEZ.

The commaearaial harvest is very tightly controlled, so what difference does it make
where they are caught? The S.F.A. Act says that we should limit regulatory
discards and by catch. If fish are currently being caught in the EEZ and discarded
dead, doesn't it make sense to have them landed and count toward the quota?

| trust you will use the common sense approach to this matter and open the EEZ
so all sectors can participate in one of our fisheries’ success storias.

Sincerely,

Frank Blount %A

P.O. Box 3724 * Peace Dale, RI ~ 02883 - 401-783-4988
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Orpidoor Joumalist € Offshore Editor - Safy Whater Spettunda

September 15, 2003

Anne Lange .
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division _ ﬁ@@ﬁm \!ﬂ
Office of Sustainable Fisheries K7 /27/03

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

Of all the issues that have galvanized recreational fishermen in recent years
none drew more opposition than the last time NMFS requested public comment on
reopening the EEZ to fishing for striped bass. I clcarly remember attending public
hearings ip my home state that had upwards of a thousand very unhappy recreational
fishermen in attendance voicing their strong opposition to the plan. Bill Hogarth was
there and should remember these meetings vividly. While the striped bass stocks have
continued to improve since them, there is still strong opposition to the reopening and
with good reason. | | |

While stocks are at high levels of abundance, it has yet to be proven by the
ASMEC that the population levels are sustainable or that they can support the
increased levels of harvest recently granted in an over 40% increase in commercial
harvest just last year. The last thing that is needed at this time is for another variable,
the reopening of the EEZ, to be put into the management equation to further muddy
the waters.

T believe that the closure has been a far more important factor in the rebuilding
of this fishery than many managers might think. The closure has kept the brunt of
commercial pressure off the large breeder fish that are most often found in federal
waters, especially during their annual migration periods in the spring and fall. There is
a burgeoning bycatch problem in the EEZ in the menhaden reduction fishery, the
herring fishery, large mesh gilinet and even some trawl fisheties. The threat of
increased directed trawl fishing for striped bass is increased as a result of the increase
and the problems associated with such a fishery are extreme. In North Carolina, where
there is a short traw! season in state waters, the incidences of high-grading is already
rampant and opening the EEZ will allow trawling to expand and with it high-grading
and more bycatch. These problems have yet to be quantified let alone addressed.

The larger the population of stripers the more will be found in the EEZ and
NMFS better think long and hard before open the EEZ to legalize commercial harvest.
The increased landings, bycatch and high-grading that will ocour promises to be

~ dramatic and will undoubtedly increase the pressure on the stocks in both harvest and
harvest-related mortality.

118 Harding Drive, Brick Township, NJ 08724
Phone: 732-899-99830Mobile: 732-740-99820Fax: 732-899-9977 0 Email: Caputifish@Cormncast.net.com
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Recreational fishermen realize that reopening the EEZ will make it easier for
them to catch more striped bass. Most know that numerous areas outside state waters
are visited by migrating stripers and that they can catch them there when they might
not be able fo catch them in state waters. However, most anglers also realize what
NMFS seems to want to ignore—that the EEZ closure has had a highly beneficial
affect on the tebuilding process and will continue to exert a positive effect on
protecting the stock structure in foture years. I find it hard to imagine NMFS and the
ASMFC wanting to abandon a management practice that has produced such strong
results at a fime when the FMP is dramatically expanding harvest levels. Now is not
the time to make striped bass more accessible. .

There are also questions concerning what effect reopening the EEZ will have to
states that currently have striped bass game fish or no-sale laws in effect. These have
yet to be adequately addressed by NMFS or ASMFC.

Striped bass are far too valuable to coastal communities to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratotium in the EEZ until such a time as we more clearly understand the
consequences of easing this iroportant regulation.

cc:  Mr. Bill Hogarth, Assistant Administrator NMFS
Mr. Vince O’ Shay, Executive Director ASMFC

1072372003 10:21AM
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_. :?Sept 16,200
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

Att: Anne Lange |

Dear Anne lLange:

I am a recreational fisherman and am
definately in favor of keeping the EEZ in place. 1
believe the striped bass need this area for their
self preservation. I have fished for this wonderful
fish for over 50 years and have seen their coming
and going over the years and hope they will be
around long after I am gone. Keep the EEZ for
them to do so.

Sincerely,
Robert M. Brown fA7% fre-rc
8 Chapel Ave. R

Brookhaven, NY 11719
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THE PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER OF THE
RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE

Amne Lange,Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room13317
Silver Spring, Md. 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

We are opposed to the opening of the EEZ for the following reasons:

‘APENNSYLVANIA.ORE
Pﬂnh&ylvanla State Chapter

September 13,2003

1.7t is generally agreed that there are larger striped bass in the EEZ and therefore this action is not
consistent with the stated goal of ASMFC of increasing the numbers of ten year or older stripers.

2. These waters serve to protect a significant portion of the migrating population, as well as the

overwintering population off the Virginia Cape and North Carolina.

3. One of the reasons for the recovery of the striped bass fishery, is the haven the EEZ waters represent.

4. The issue requires additional study to consider the impact this action may have on the biomass of the

striped bass fishery.

5.The Advisory Panel and Technical committee voted against it.

6.The public has been opposed to opening the EEZ, at hearings in most 1f not al] states.

7.The vote of ASMFC taken in February in Crystal City was: 6 yes, 5 no, 3 nul, 1 abstention. The majority
of states [including Pennsylvania], voted against the opening , but the votes ‘of USFWE and NMFS_ SwmE
the vote. When this was up for a vote-in Providence in December it failed with both of these agencies

ahstaining.

~ Our organization represents over 1200 Pennsylvania saltwater anglers, who fish the waters of New Jersey,

Delaware and Maryland.

Thank you for your consideration.

Dr. Gene KEray
Chairman

NO.B9L

S

Pennsylvania Office: RFA PA 325 Staghom Way, West Chester, PA 19380
National Headquarters: RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE, P. Q. Box 3080, New Gretna, NT 08224
Phone; 8538-JOIN RFA ¢ Fax: 609-204-3816 & Website: www.savefish.com
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John F. Hitchcock
PO Box 48
14 Pine Hill Road
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557
hitch38@blast.net; fax: 508-782-3057
Phone: 908-782-2558

16 September 2003

Ms. Ann Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division
NMFS

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20210

Ms. Lange:

| am an avid recreational/sport fisherman who abides by the New Jersey bonus Striped bass program
and the various fishing lirits/slot regulations.

Opening an EEZ to striped bass will devastate their population comeback in one year. Greedy
commercial fisherman will find loopholes to increase their catch while taking increasing numbers of
large spawners. if commerciat fishecmen confinue 1o operate as those in North Carvlina did on
January 20 and 21, 2003, no bass will be availabie for any one. The trawlers will blatartly disregard
OUR mutual resource. Will law enforcement agents be able to enforce regulations?

It's annoying to be force-fed reshicfive fimits without any recreational representation involved in the
decision making process. We, recreational fishermen, aiways get a fishing pole rigged with line and
lure or bait; but when reeling in, terminal tackle and fish always disappear at the water's surface.
We must nourish and protect this most important inshore Atiantic game fish. The dollar vajue of

recreational fishery far surpasses the commercial striped bass fishery. Public interest in striped bass
conservation must take precedence, S

Sincerely,
Sehns B R

John F. Hitchcock -

1072372003 10:21AM
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MANASQUAN FISHING CLUB o
PO Box 513 SE e
MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736 Tt

MEETINGS HELD THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT THE MANASOQUAN WOMANS CLUR

Ed Plaskon President Greg Jewell, Vice President Thomas Sicilizoo, Corresponding Secretary
Faul Ward, 2nd Vice President Al Lake, Recording Secretary Richard Yolz, Treasnrer
Herman Pfiefer, Assistant Treasurer Frank Richetti, Director Howard Stroger, Birector

Ed Walsh, DHrector

September 5, 2003
Anne Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division, Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a member of the Manasquan Fishing Chub and its 140 members I am writing in
opposition to opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing, We have many concerns about the
possible opening of the EEZ there is currently no information available that would cause
us to change that position. . I am providing comments prior to the consideration of any
public hearing. The reasons I oppose an opening are as follows:

1. Opening the EEZ to stniped bass fishing will increase the overall mortality rate.
Amendment 6 allows for the relaxing of the regulations both recreationally and
commercially. We are not sure what the consequences will be. No decision on the EEZ
should be made until data for 2004 and 2005 has been thoroughly analyzed.

2. New Jersey and New York both have PCB closure areas for the harvesting of striped
bass. Our states have been enforcing this ban in state waters. If the EEZ is open and
striped bass can be harvested in federal waters, the states will not be providing the
enforcement. Gtven the current pressure on the Coast Guard, we have no faith that the
federal government can provide enforcement of any PCB related closure. The health of the
consumers must be paramount.

3. Frequently the proponents of opening the EEZ state that this would allow for the use
of the by catch of striped bass. They say these fish are being caught anyway and opening
the EEZ to striped bass fishing would simply end the waste. With trip limits and other
limits in place the by catch does not disappear. Quite the contrary, this encourages high
grading and higher mortality. This was clearly demonstrated by what happened when the
commercial quota in the winter fishery was increased in North Carolina.

I believe that the opening of the EEZ should not even be considered. If however public
hearings were held in New Jersey many members of the Manasquan Fishing Club would
like to attend the meeting and be heard.

Smcerely,

0.5, Lo
Ul Dhorpee Pty PEL
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September 19, 2003

Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fisheries
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20810

Dear Chief Lange,

| am writing to express my support of the opening of the EEZ to commercial and
recreational striped bass. Both commercial and recreational fishermen have
contributed to the recovery of the bass populations. It is only fair that both sectors
share in the benefits of a rebuilt stock, Far too often we hear that there should be
NO closed areas for the recreational sector. | find it disturbing that in this
instance the recreational sector is willing to clese the entire EEZ

The commercial harvest is very tightiy controlled, so what difference does it make
where they are caught? The 5 F.A. Act says that we should limit regulatory
discards and by catch. If fish are currently being caught in the EEZ and discarded
dead, doesn't it make sense {o have them.landed and count toward the quota?

| trust you will use the common sense approach to this matter and open the EEZ
g0 all sectors ¢an participate in one of our fisheries' success stories.

Sincerely,

Frank Blount z%

P.0O. Box 3724 » Peace Dale, RI » 02883 » 4(01-783-4988

1072372003
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To: .

Anne Lange, S

Office of Sustainable fisheries

NOAA fishenes

1315 East-West Highway-room 13317

Silver Spring, MID 20910

I am writing you to voice my opposition to the re-opening of the EEZ to commercial
harvest of striped bass. I am currently a recreational fisherman, and I just sent in my
application for the OUPV license from the USCG. This will enable me to take people
fishing for hire. My main fish to catch is the striped bass. If the EEZ is opened and large
amounts of large female striped bass (which are your most successful spawners because
of the larpe amount of eggs they produce) are taken and/or wasted and thrown back dead
by commercial fishermen this will hurt the bass stocks in a big way. That could hurt my
future charter business, and the business of all the charter, bait and tackle shops, tackle
and beat manufacturers, not to name the motels and hotels and other economic benefits of
having lots of striped bass for the millions of recreational and charter fishermen dlong the
coast to catch. Without these fish this huge industry of recreational fishing will suffer.
You must make your decision based on the facts. The economic benefits of the striped
bass as a game fish 15 a land slide bigger than the economic benefit when bass are killed
comimercially. Therefore, stiped bass must never be allowed to be commercially fished
from EEZ waters. Too many big females (which are crucial to spawning) which migrate
in these waters would be destroyed.

On a side note, let’s get with the times and allow electronic comments 1o be entered!

Sincerely,

Brian Bishop

1426 Gardiner Drive

Bay Shore, NY 11706
Brianb1426@optonline.net .

Buand

9. )§-03
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September 16, 2003

Anne Lange, Chicf, State Federal Fisheries Division

E@mvm

Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fisheries SEP 23 2003 .
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317 v

Silver Spring, MD 20910 e
Dear Chief Lange,

I am distressed to hear that there is ¢ven a possibility that the FEZ wiil be reopened to
commercial fishing for striped bass. Having pasticipated in moratoriums designed to
replenish the nmumbers of striped bass on the Atlantic coast, 1 feel that it is much too early
in the rebuilding of this fishery to allow the reopening of the EEZ.

T attended last year’s ASMEC hearings held in Warwick, Rhode Island and was appalied
at the conduct of that board. While the advisory committee attempted to honor the
public’s comments and opinions, the board completely disregarded public comment and
opinion. That board went so far as fo completely disregard the wording and intent of
proposals that had been circulated for months in advance to gain public input. That board
was obviously hell bent on increasing commnercial quotas no matter what
recommendations carforward from the advisory committee. Compare the written agenda
and the “public survey” 1o the actual transcripts for those hearings and you will see this
for yourself.

Maybe the EEZ ¢an be reopened to the fishing of striped bass at some point in the firture.
This decision should not be based on any recommendations of the ASMFC for the above
reasons. I think we should error on the side of caution and keep the EEZ ¢losed to all
commercial fishing until there is no possibility that present commercial quotas will start
the striped bass fishery into a downward spiral once again. Recreational anglers will
readily participate in the continued closure of the EEZ as well.

Board of Directors,
Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association

.- RHODE mnnE
LTWAT
SARCLERS |

Association

Robert Moeller

Board of Directors
(401) 530-3047 e-mail: A

1459knnkﬂiﬂRMﬂ,mf!m 02822
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NEW JERSEY MARINE FISHERIES COUNCIL
| 501 EAST STATE STREET, 3RD FLOOR
P.O. BOX 400
TRENTON, NJ 08623
609-292-7794
£00-984-1408 FAX

COUNCIL MEMBERS
GILEERT H PWING, I CHAIRMAN
ROBERT ASL

ERLING BPRG

TOM FRANK

PATRICK DONHELLY

BLWARD GO OMAI

DICK HERB

JOWM MAYWELL

FRANCES E PUSKAS

JOE REZED

NANCY SITTINER)

September 22, 2003

Ms. Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

National Marine Fishery Service

1315 East West Highway

Room 13317 .
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

I zim writing you as chairman of the New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council concerning the
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for striped bass as published in the August 26,
5003 edition of the Federal Register. You indicate that the purpose of the notice is to
request comment on the possible opening of the EEZ te the harvest of striped bass.

Your agency considered opening the EEZ in 1995 with size and bag limits and with state
landing laws applied when vesscls land their catch, In your proposal, you indicated that
the regulations of states where landings occurred would have applied no matter where
striped bass were taken in the EEZ. You reported that states with striped bass gamefish
status did not support the proposal because they did not want commercial vessels fishing
in the EEZ off their states and landing in other states. Further, you indicate that this issue
has not been resolved and would likely persist in any opening of the EEZ. Has anything
changed relative to your formal position?

We believe there are a number of other issues that should be considered in any fact
finding prior to opening the EEZ. They are a¢ follows:

1. What is the ability of your agency 10 enforce and prosecute violations of Federal
striped bass rogulations? Informoton from the Mamae Reoroationnl Fishery

S 1072372003 10:21HM
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Statistical Survey indicates that during certain seasons and ip some states a sizable

portion of striped bass are recorded as being taken from EEZ waters, which by
Federal law are closed. Does your agency have the enforcernent and prosecution

capabilities to control the harvest in the EEZ at the present time? We believe

there is need for an explanation by your agency of any increased enforcement
efforts towards striped bass. _

If harvest is allowed in the EEZ, especially opening more productive grounds,
will it lead to increased siriped bass mortality? _

If the availability of large-sized striped bass is greater in Federal waters than state
waters, will fishing in Federal waters lead 10 substantial high grading, ie.,
catching and retaining a legal size fish but later during the same fishing trip
throwing back the smaller fish to keep an even larger-size fish? What impact will
the harvest of larger fish from the EEZ have on future recruitment?

The Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation Act requires that the Federal government
promulgate regulations governing striped bass fishing in the EEZ that are
congistent with national standards, are necessary 10 Cnsure effectiveness of state
regulatiéns, and achieve conservation and management goals for the resource. If
Federal rules are different that state rules, will they supercede state regulations?
Amendment 6 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan will result in a number
of substantial changes in the harvest of striped bass. We beliave it would be

_ unwise 1o contemplate opening the EEZ until the impact of these new measures is

evaluated.

As stated above it would be very helpful if your ageney could address these issues in your
documentation leading up to your conclusiof whether or not to allow the harvest in the

EEZ.

Sincerely,

Gilbert H. Ewing, Jy. .
Chairman, New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council

10/23/2003
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EDWARD E. HEINEMANN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
169 Merritt Drive

Oradell, N.J. 07649

Tel: (201) 501-0813
Cellular: (201) 310-0717

Fax: (201) 501-8921

MEMBER OF NEW YORK AND FLORIDA BARS E- MATIL LEHESQmA DL.COM

September 24, 2003

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federat Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Higloway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dcar Mg Lange: ‘

I respestfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ ciosed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisherjes. Extensive coastal migration of striped bass ocours
anpually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations,
stripers aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter-foeding grounds. This
makes large numbers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and large mesh
trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have shown that there is already a
significant amount of striped bass mertality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium unti) this is addressed. '

Second, ag Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fisheries Management Plan states, there
are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ are
larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, latger
fish, which, Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreationa) fishing sector and coastal comrnunities to be
compromiscd by opening the EEZ at this time, T strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest
moratotitm in the EEZ indefinitely or until such time in which the consequences of its removal are more
clearty understood. ‘

1072372003 10:21AM
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Mickey Downes
1100 Newton Ave.
W. Collingswood, NJ 08107
856-854-3276

Ms. Anne Lang

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spning, M1} 20910
Dear Ms. Lang:

I'm a sport fisherman, I love to fish, I pray that you will please keep EEZ closed tp Striped Bass
Fishing. 1 has taken a Jong time to build the stock’s to where the Striped Bass are today.

Please first have the NMF$ address the by catch of Sthipedbass that is atready occurring in Mid
Atlantic.

Counting on you to vote NO:

Sincerely
Mickey Dodnes,

1072372003 10:21AM
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September 24, 2003
2 T
Chief, State Federal Fisheries Division i C
Office of Sustainable Fisheries SEP 24 2003
National Marine Fisheries Service v -
1315 East-West Highway, Room13317 BRI
Silver Spring, MD 209

Dear Ms, Lange,

We are writing to express our concern about the opening up of the Exclusive Economic
Zone to comraercial and recreational striped bass fishing.

As a family of fishermen: each child (3) and each grandchild (totaling 10) has been
taught to fish and at the same time taught to respect the limitations iroposed that would
preserve fishing for the generations (& vome. ‘

A look at history, demonstrates the effects of overfishing. It has a taken many years to

. bring the population of adult, stuped bass BACK to aceepiable (not yet plentiful) levels.
To permit commercial fishing in this zone would certainly have a negative effect on this
existing stock and its reproduction.

We are urging you net io open the ELZ. zone, at this time.

1072372003
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Amne Lange September 18, 2003
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

As a member of the Recreational Fishing Alliance, I respectfully urge The NMFS
to keep the Exchsive Economic Zone closed to striped bass fishing.

Amendment 6 states a concern about the lack of Jarge breeder fish in the total
striped bass population. Opening the EEZ to commercial nets would put increased
* pressure on breeder stocks that already suffer significant mortality rates due to
commetcial bycatch, thereby threatening the Jong term sustainability of the striped bass
population. ‘

T would Iike to thank and congratulate the Office of Sustainable Fisheries NMFS
for the current striped bass recovery. Please do not undo this recovery.

Sincerely,

Stanley Koropka
6021 Ditman St.

Philadelphia, PA 19135

1072372003 10:21AM
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September 23, 2003

Ms. Anne Lange, Chief
Federal Fisheries Division

- Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Hwy, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

1 am an old fellow and I can remember back in the 1940°s, 1950°s and 19607s, terrific and
almost unbelievable striped bass (rockfish) populations and migrations. And then I saw
updated technology in use by commercial fisherman and the striped bass populations
plummeted!!!

I am well aware the recreational fisherman canght many stripers. But, only a tiny
fraction of commercial fisherman using gill nets, large mesh trawls, ete. In 1980, the
striped bass population was in sertous trouble.

If the EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE (EEZ) is opened to commetcial fishing, it will
happen again! No matter what restrictions or whatever, if you open the EEZ to
commercial fishing, you would be making as serious, serious mistake!

PLEASE take a Iesson from the past. PLEASE do not repeat the mistakes of the past.
Keep the EEZ closed to rockfish fishing.

. I
1125 Leeds Manor Ln.
Bluemont, VA 20135

1072372003 10:21AM



18,22 26803 22:84 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 231 FE3s

NEEEzTEy Pitwew, N
£ OSEP 24 7803 U Dept. 17,5003

£V

Wiy dean e, oo

| AL e BAM _ U, ) ‘N\‘“‘ emdored ene
ok W{M‘Mcu'u.e(ﬂ “Am ) Q:% [\ A
e e U,
| Nm{hoiuﬂ) ‘ﬁumuﬁﬂ-uw Yo W Dvow Waak i eme
W vy W"‘f‘*”\LM* o Wz amd Yo Mwnoands %O\W amq Jaa
'Y\O% &MMLM%NMSME,%,M ﬁm(ﬂ—m%
alisand wo wael

Ddalrap :

?‘IU vt cam o' B Mol o sedd wrndirshawd amd daae
dﬁ"m“’llm\&h ﬂLQLm 5o_w§\\m“}ﬁu_0 bbmmmg cum & uan S\
EE 2. It s @ c]wmvm %a&A hasm 5\:;\‘919 Mraanudnide
w, ““}Dw“““ ) 0 QW\MWLLL m‘an\m* i%\r\m\;]g(}’\ MLM&UM .

T\\M}h uvm %Uf\ LTM mulmdm}
| g U‘Y\CU\.LQ&,! )
Dl ¥ Borwanadd

1072372003 10:21AM



18,22 26803 22:84 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 231 PE32

N O sy R e e
TUTETE
P S By

i '*3”’ 24 203

@aﬂ/ Qﬂﬂ& | S L

—~TD
R~ e, @M Cacl)
&O Qé@?f 75 %Z[ \_‘(%H@ (_/IZA{/Q
s {,5 K rf"é

e% gﬁdz/@@g / W Har:viag G/i/
(‘Dée;@ £ 0]9{{ “7%%3 éé&S f & 7 / / éafﬁﬂgpw
U is o g hd Time Yo fet ¥4e
Commercial cﬁ?j;f{ @,@2 “he 5‘74'" e 5555;5

SHEC (e St DW'% l Ever S, L
@@fé Fe  Cated  ond %/Q gﬁ ﬁff pl
285 cud) O3 waesn ac 177, - Zr %
are  dhwn... LT LA sver c%ﬁ %W?&
%W{ @A/ /7 7§»«w sGnive - /»@75 a C}/ﬂfc:‘(_

[A %%03 I
7/&-;@@41, W&l qu Lrg é:zsz S‘éﬂ

hoaesT @@J ?&&/‘4 oq tle tur
édc“;f Doy se. _é@/ L o c:j// Me @
Yoo need angy 14/34/ ﬁcz,:;:/@ P

Tf’/@/;fu;/

§56 A9 9 5/33
-9 Py

10/23/2003 10:21AM



18,22 26803 22:84 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 231 [PE

Jersey
James E. McGreevey ‘Department of Environmental Protection Bradley M. Campbelt
Governor PO Box 412 Commissioner
Trenton, NI 50402 Tel. # (609) 2922885
NI 0562 Fax # (609) 202-7695
September 25, 2003

Ms. Amne Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division
National Marine Fishery Service
1315 East West Highway

Room 13317

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

IDear Ms. Lange:

Please accept the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s (Department)
comments in response to the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to open the
Exclusive Economic Zone (BEZ) to the harvest of striped bass, as published m the
August 26, 2003 edition of the Federal Register.

Initially, T would like to clarify that, conirary to the statement in the Federal Register
notice, a majority of the coastal states have not supported reopening the EEZ. During the
past eight years, the policy of the National Marine Fishery Service (NMFS) has been to
consider reopening the EEZ only after a majority vote by the coastal states. No such vote
has occurred. We recognize the NMFS’s authority to hold public hearings on opening
the BEEZ, but there is currently no basis on which to assert that reopening the EEZ is
supported by a majority of coastal states.

Fishing for striped bass in the EEZ has been controversial for many years. Public
hearings held by NMFS on iliis issue in the early 1950°s demonstrated the large pubhe
“concern with this issue. '

The rulemaking proposal raises the following concerns:

1. There are obvious difficulties in controlling the harvest of striped bass in the EEZ. A
detailed explanation is necessary of any proposed enforcement effort, including
progecution of violators and the resources available for such efforts.

2. If harvest is allowed in the EEZ, it may increase the catch of large-size striped bass in
late summer and early fall. On the average, large-size striped bass tend to frequent
deeper, offshore water in the fall. If the EEZ is opened, this would result in a
substantial increase in the catch of these large-sized fish, impacting egg production in
the spawning areas.

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Emplover
Recyeled Paper
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3. The pmposal raises the question that if the availability of large-sized striped bass is

greater in Federal waters than State waters, recreational fishing in Federal waters may
lead to substantial high grading, i.e.- catching and retaining a legal-size fish but later
during the fishing trip throwing back that fish for another of even larger size.

. Currently, state fisheries are able to harvest adequately the commemial guotas. If the

EEZ is opened, a shift in fishing grounds from mshore to offshore may lead to a high
incidental catch in state waters. Fishing gear that is set for other species may also
result in a high by-catch of striped bass, especially if a State’s striped bass quota is
quickly reached. It may be that opening the EEZ will not decrease the incidental
mortality of striped bass, but increase it. A good example of this 1s the high incidental
catch of striped bass in the Delaware shad fishery in Delaware Bay.

. Large concentrations of striped bass occur m the fall in specific areas, usually on.

offshore shoals. If the commercial fishery and recreational fishenies are directed fo
these areas, there is a potential for conflict, since large amounts of gear will be
concentrated in a relatively small area.

Unless the substantial concems raised by New Jersey and other coastal states are
addressed, New Jersey will oppose reopening the EEZ to the harvest of striped bass.

Sincerely,

oty 71, G

Bradley M. Campbell

Commmissioner
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