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OCEAN CITY CHARTERBORT
CAPTAIN'S ASSOCIATION

P.C, Box 940, Qgean City, MD 21842

Anne Lange, Chief,

State-Fedetn] Fisheries Division,

Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fishenies,
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317,

Silver Spring, MD 20910,

Faxed to: 301-713-0596

September 4, 2003
Dear Anne,

On behalf of the Ocean City Charterboat Captains Association (OCCCA) I would like to
take this opportunity to express our support of opening the EEZ to recreational fishing for striped
bass. It's obvious that populations of these fish have made a marked recovery in the past decade
and it’s certainly time they be made available to recreational fishermen under some type of
management plan. ‘

Should such a management plan call for specific periods of a closed season, I would also
like t0 request that recreational fishermen be allowed to continue to fish for striped basson a
catch-and-release basis when the season is closed to retention. | -

Opening striped bass to recreational fishing in the EEZ would make these fish available
to many coastal fishermen who would not otherwise have the opportunity to participate int this
fishery. It would also be a wonderful boost to Maryland’s coastal “for hire” fleet and local -

economy.
Sincerely,
Captain Mark Sampson

President — OCCCA

410-213-2442 Home
410-726-7946 Cell
410-213-8221 Fax

mark@bigshaﬂcs.copa

10/23/2003  09-59AM
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MANASQUAN FISHING CLUB

PO Box 513
MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736

MEETINGS HELD THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT THE MANASQUAN WOMANS CLUE

Ed Plaskon President © Greg Jewell, Vice President Yhemas Sicilizsno, Corresponding Secretary
Faul Ward, Znd Vice President Al Lake, Recording Secretary Richard Volz, Treasurer
Herman Pliefer, Assistant Treasurer Frank Richetti, Director Howard Stroger, Birector

Ed Walsh, Director

September 5, 2003
Anne Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division, Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a member of the Manasquan Fishing Club and its 140 members I am writing in
opposition to opemng the EEZ to striped bass fishing. We have many concerns about the
possible opening of the EEZ there is currently no information available that would cause
us to change that position. . Tam providing comments prior to the consideration of any
public hearing. The reasons I oppose an opening are a$ follows:

1. Opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing will increase the overall mortality rate.
Amendment 6 allows for the relaxing of the regulations both recreationally and
commercially. We are not sure what the consequences will be. No decision on the EEZ

should be made until data for 2004 amd 2005 has been thoroughly analyzed.

2. New Jersey and New York both have PCB closure areas for the harvesting of striped
bass. Qur states have been enforcing this ban in state waters. If the EEZ is open and
striped bass can be barvested in federal waters, the states will not be providing the
enforcement. (Given the current pressure on the Coast Guard, we have no faith that the
federal government can provide enforcement of any PCB related closure. The health of the
consumers must be paramount,

3. Frequently the proponents of opening the EEZ state that this would allow for the use
of the by catch of striped bass. They say these fish are being caught anyway and opening
the EEZ to striped bass fishing would simply end the waste. With trip limits and other
fimits in place the by catch does not disappear. Quite the contrary, this encourages high
grading and higher mortality. This was clearly demonstrated by what happened when the
commercial quota in the winter fishery was increased in North Carolina.

I believe that the opening of the EEZ should not even be considered. If however public
hearings were held in New Jersey many members of the Manasquan Fishing Club would
like to attend the meeting and be heard.

Sincerély,

Cansros

i

nr 1072372003 09:59AM
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MANASQUAN FISHING CLUB

PO Box 513
MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736

MEETINGS HELD THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTEL
AT THE MANASCQUAN WOMANS CLUB

Ed Flaskon President Greg Jewell, Vice President Thomas Siciliano, Correspnnding Secretary
Pai} Ward, Znd Vice President Al Lake, Recording Secretary Richard Volz, Treasurer :
Herman Ffiefer, Assistant Treasurer Frank Richetti, Director Howard Stroger, Dizector

Ed Walsh, Director ‘

September 5, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division, Office of Sustainable Fisheres
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Sprng, Maryland 20910

Deat Mg, Lange,

As a member of the Manasquan Fishing Club and its 140 members I am writing in opposition to opening
the FEZ to striped bass fishing. We have many concems about the possible opening of the EEZ there 15
currently no information available that would cause us to change that position. . Tam providing cominents prior
to the consideration of any public hearing. The reasons I oppose an opening are as follows:

1. Opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing will increase the overall mortality rate. Amendment 6 allows for
the relaxing of the regulations both recreationally and commercially. We are not sure what the consequences
7ill be. No decision on the EEZ should be made until data for 2004 and 2003 has been thoroughly analyzed.

2. New Jersey and New York both have PCB closure areas for the harvesting of stiped bass. Our states
have been enforcing this ban in state waters. If the EEZ is open and striped bass can be harvested in federal
waters, the states will not be providing the enforcement. Given the current pressure on the Coast Guard, we
have no faith that the federal government can provide enforcement of any PCB related closure. The health of
the consumers must be paramount.

3. Frequently the proponents of opening the EEZ state that this would allow for the use of the by catch of
striped bass. They say these fish are being caught anyway and opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing would
simply end the waste. With trip limits and other limits in place the by catch does not disappear. Quite the
comtrary, this encourages high grading and higher mortality. This was clearly demonstrated by what happened
when the commercial quota in the winter fishery was increased m North Carolina.

I believe that the opening of the EEZ should not even be considered. If however public hearings were held
in New Jersey many members of the Manasquan Fishing Club would like to attend the meeting and be heard.

Catch “em up and let the little ones go,

e ST

HOWARD STROGER

1072372003 09:59AM
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OLD INLET BAIT AND TACKLE
PO. Box 129, Highway One _
ol Rehoboth Beach, Delawate 19971 -

e (302) 227-7974 = (302) 227-1490 FAX

| Septembcr 3, 2003

. Ms. Anne Lauge Chlef
State-Federal Fisheties Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fisheries

. 1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
" Silver Spring, MD 20910

. Dear MS Lange:

Th1s letter is in response to your request for pubhc comment regardmg the Advanced

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking addressing putentlal revisions to the Atlaunc Striped
Bass regulatlons for federal waters.

My business has been assomafted with the recreational fishery for sﬁiped bassin

Delaware for more than 40 years. The striped bass fishery centered in and near the

o . Indian River Inlet accounts for 35-40% of our annual customer traffic. We are currently
experiencing one of the best summer-time runs of striped bass m more than 20 years.

" 1 support the proposal to remove the inoratorium on the harvest of Atlantic striped bass in

federal waters I also support the proposed 28-mch minimum slze Jiwmi.

Re-openmg federal waters will provide a posrt:we gconomic unpact to Small fishing-
. yelated businesses. This is important when considering the negative impact of closures in
~ -other fisheries (currently seabass and tautog) that are not as hea}:thy as the StI’l])ﬂd bass
- fishery.

The opportunity to comment is greatly appreciated. Thank you '

o Sincerely, | ‘.‘-
- ”(}gf?kﬁ <ZAJGF*“4*_"fi

- Amos F. “Butch” Evans

Owner/Operator:

~ Old Inlet Bait and Tackle

10/23/2003

09:59AM
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September 8, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

I am a sport fisherman and I strongly oppose openning the EEZ to the taking of striped
bass. Striped bass fishing has fallen off sharply in the past few years in the Connecticut
waters 1 fish nearly daily in season. Commercial and sport fishing in the EEZ would
increase this downward trend.

Not so many years ago it was difficult to even catch a bass. Overfishing caused the stocks
to crash. Let’s not make this mistake again. This is a fish that should be declared a Sport
Fish and protected. |

Smc

21 M1ddleﬁeld St.
Groton Long Point, CT. 06340

1072372003 09:59AM
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September 8, 2003

Anne Lange, Chnef

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

I amn a recreational striped bass fisherman from New Jersey, and I highly oppose the
opening of the EEZ to the taking of striped bass, commercially. The fishing public has
worked long and hard, and made many sacrifices, to bring the striped bass back to the
population levels they are at today. Striped Bass stocks are still well below historic levels.
1 find it hard to believe that the NMFS would even consider opening the EEZ.

The more than 3,000,000 Recreational Anglers, State Tourism, and many facets of the
Fishing Tackle Industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of
striped bass. Many businesses were forced to close during the 1970’s and §0’s, due to the
collapse of the striped bass fishery. This was mainly caused by over fishing by
commercial interests, is the NMFS going to let history repeat itself?

Furthermore, who is going to police the EEZ?, the Coast Guard?, the United States
Navy? I hardly think so, their budgets and manpower wouldn’t allow it. What about the
states where it is illegal to sell striped bass?

I Hope The NMFS Does The Right Thing, Please, Do Not Open The EEZ To Striped

Sincerely,
Thomas R. Clayton

Thomas R; Clayton Roroen &, QQ&SF/

2809 Hayes St.
Wall, N.J 07719

10/23/2003 09:59AM
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Augnst 29;, 2003
Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

NOAA Fisheries

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

The National Coalition for Marme Conservation (NCMC), founded by conservation-
minded anglers 30 years ago, is the nation’s oldest public advocacy organization dedicated
exclusively to conserving ocean fish and their environment. For much of our history, we have
been actively involved in the conservation and management of Atlantic striped bass. In the late
1970s, NCMC sponsored workshops and conferences that served as a catalyst for the first-ever
management plan for striped bass. In the mid-1980s we worked to pass the Striped Bass
Conservation Act, the federal law that forced coastwide cooperation in the striper’s recovery. In
recent years, we’'ve focused our efforts to conserve striped bass on ensuring the resurgent
population has enough prey to sustain an abundant stock with a balanced age structure.

The NCMC does not support opening the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) to the harvest
of striped base. There is no conservation benefit to opening the EEZ. Plenty of opportunities to
-fish for and catch striped bass, recreationally and commercially, remain available in state waters.
Opening the EEZ could disrupt the current management regime, and may require alterations to

seasons, bag or trip limits and size limits, in order to achieve current or future management
goals. '

Most importantly, we believe that, given the uncertainties about the health of the striped
bass resource, not allowing the fishery to expand offshore at this time is the precautionary thing
to do. Despite the resurgence of the striped bass population, serious ecological concerns remain.
For example, severe prey shortages may be stunting the growth of the stock in numbers and size
of fish and promoting the spread of stress-related diseases, which are increasing in severity and
occurtence. Opening up the EEZ would add a new management variable at a time of great
uncertainty. Any benefits from opening the EEZ are outweighed by the costs in time and
bureauncratic resources to adjust to the change and the potential impacts to the stock. =~

'3 North King Street » Leesburg, VA 20176 = (703) 777-0037 » fax 777-1107
www,savethefish.org

10/23/2003 09:59AM
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At some point in the future, reopening the EEZ fo striped bass _ﬁshing may be
appropriate, but now is tiot the time. Thank you for considering our views.

Sincerely,

Tim Hobbs
Fisheries Project Director

1072372003 09:59AM
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¥« GENT VIA FACSIMILE TO (301) 713-0596 ***
FROM: Michael D. Donevan, PO Box 3973, Windham, NH 03087-3973

TO:

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Ficheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed fo striped bass  fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already ocourring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fishenes. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Durnng
these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the
water observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality
* i1 the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium
utitil this 1% addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an mcreased pressure on the stock of older, larger

fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to
exeeed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then
result in more Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons wlich would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishmg seCtor.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratonium in the EEZ. :

Sincerely,

4%&%% VAL

Michael D. Doncvan

Qe *Sehatui JM&{ 6ﬁéﬂ - s Rep- C Bagc - GoU. BENSON @u@
et Tphi Sunitee < S M- Brad 1?
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September 9, 2003

State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes
NOAA Fisheries

1315 East-West H1ghway

Silver Spring, M 20910

Attn:  Anne Lange
Re: US Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

Dear Ms. Lange,

T am writing to express my concem regarding the opeming of the US Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) to striped bass fishing. Although striped bass have staged a comeback, the
EEZ should NOT be opened. My concerns are based on the increased occurrence of
stress-related diseases that have occurred in the striped bass population and the relative
low numbers of prey that may be causing stunted growth rates.

‘Recreationa) striped bass fishing contributes largely to the economic stabihty of many
coastal areas. Therefore, I think it is a resource worth preserving and should be allowed
to flourish before the enacted safeguards are relaxed.

Please include my comments in the administrative record.

Sincerely,
&6@ K %’m} |

Eric Abrams
6 Surrey Drive

Bow, NH 03304

1072372003 09:59AM
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Anne Lange, Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Div. Sept 9, 2003
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fisheries

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

1 am strongly against opening up federal waters to commercial and recreational striped
bass fishing.

1 live in the Ocean City Md. Area where only 3 to 4 years ago did we begin to catch some

striped bass in our local waters, Only 2 years ago (2001} did we begin to catch legal fish and in
2002 we had the first good year for catehing reasopable numbers of legal fish.

Tt seems umreasonable to attack the fishery at a time when stocks are just recovering by
opening up the Federal waters to commercial and recreational fishing. This area 3 miles off shore
is an area of heavy striped bass migration, with many large females necessary to sustain
populations. Allowing these fish to be siphoned off will damage the fishery.

Please help protect this gnportant stri fishery by not supporting efforts to open up

federal waters to their taking. e % »

Z x obert Abele
. 63 Wood Duck Dr.
Ocean Pines Md., 21811

1072372003 09:59AM
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September 9, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Nationa) Manne Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a striped bass fisherman, T oppose the reopening of the EEZ to any kind of striped
bass fishing. I feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly 1n quality over the last few years as commetrcial quotas have increased, in
spite of some population estimates from the ASMFC. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future. What is
known is that more than three million recreational fishermen, as well as a large
recreational industry on the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good
striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was speatheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.

.. Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a six-to-five vote, and I don’t
need to tell you the breakdown of the voting. Public comment has been largely opposed
to reopening the EEZ. The increase in commercial harvest would come at the expense of
anglers who are being deprived of a public resource.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a much-needed
refuge for striped bass. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is
constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic.
Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. Please do not reopen the EEZ to striped
bass fishing.

Sincerely:

Concemed angler
- Associate Editor, Salt Water Sportsman

1072372003 09:59AM
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September 9, 2003

Anng Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marnine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a Recreational Personal Use Striped Bass Fisherman, Life Member of “North
American Fishing Club”, Member of “Recreational Fishing Alliance”, Member of
“Whidlife Forever”, Member of “Stripers Forever”, and Owner of “Fish Head Tackie™, 1

oppose any movement (o open ihe EEZ to the taking of Striped Basg.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most
informed anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has
declined significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know
for some time into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational
anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good Striped Bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on

t!!e resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few’
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more Striped
Bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a
mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the
EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational
fishing public who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
* reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay Striped Bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, $o it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and Stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states hke ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not atlow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

Attention Please: In New Jersey (Raritan Bay to Southern Jersey
Shores), we have had not one but 2 powertus! pollution dumps from waste treatment
plants. First one from Sayreville New Jersey where a pipe burst and let millions if not
billions of untreated waste pour carelessly into Raritan Bay for longer than a week. The
second that everyone has heard about, The New York City Blackout when their waste
treatment plants lost power and to this day have poliuted the Raritan Bay and Jersey
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Shotes. Our Striped Bass are in enough danger without the harvesting from
commercial fishing. ‘

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for Stripers, and serves as a refuge for
Striped Bass. The fish need this refuge as well as the Raritan Bay and 1t’s rivers, There 15
no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS 1s constantly attacked as anti
recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance for
NMFS to do the right thing., PLEASE DO NOT REQPEN THE £EZ TO STRIPED
BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;
Gene Karlson
93 Broad St. Apt#l
Matawan, New Jersey
07747
USA

1072372003 09:59AM
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ﬁ RICHARD GRE EN @ SON

PUBLIC ADJUSTERS, Inc.

September 9, 2003

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
NOAA Fishenes Room 13317
1315 East-West Highway

~Silver Springs, MD 20910

Attm: Ms. Annie Lange

Dear Ms. Lange:

I am wnting this letter to comment on the proposed revzsmns to the Atlantic-Striped Bass
regulations pertaining to opening the EEZ.

1 am ashamed in that this is the first letter I have ever written on behalf of the sport T have
devoted most of the spare time of my life to.

It is beyond my comprehension how the people in charge of the regulation of the Atlantic
Ficheries have so little regard for the future of our fish stocks. As a recreational

* fisherman I return most of the fish I catch, keeping only what I use for the table. Ihave

read that since recreational quotas are not reached that commercial quotas are increased.
Because the recreational fisherman are conservatiomist and minmimize their catch, the
KILLERS OF THE SEAS benefit by having their quotas increased. Am I crazy, but can
this make sense to you people? '

Now you want to open the stripers to the commercial (fisherman?), the very ones who
almost drove the species to extinction. Now I kitow who is crazy and it’s not me.

1, for one, which to voice my opinioh in opposition to this proposal.

If you any information that would support your position, I Would be tnost interested in
recetving it.

Smcereéz

Rachard 'W Gl een

1016 Mill Creck Dirive, Feasterville, PA 19053
phone: 215.357.3384 fax: 2153357 9154

1072372003
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FISHERIES DEFENSE FUND INC.

3 (A NONFPROFIT ORGANIZATION)
‘ STEFHEN SLOAN - CHAJRMAMN

September 8, 2003 1090 FIRST AVENUE

SUITE 367
NEW Yogr, MY 10072
Ms. Anne Lange TEL 22-558-7567

Chief of State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
NMES

1315 East-West Highway

Room 13317 ‘
Sitver Spnngs Maryland 20910
Fax: 301-713-0596

Re: Opening the EEZ to Striped Bass Fishing
Dear Ms. Lange, . ‘

We are ébsolutely opposed to opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing by any user group
for the following reasons: '

1-
2=

3-

6-

7-

There is no enforcement in place to cope with such an opening.

Recreational fishermen will be disenfranchised from & traditional and historic
fishery.

There is scientific evidence that larger fish, the breeding stock inhabit the deep
waters. Any new fishing will negate the inshore recovery that NMFS has
trumpeted for the past few years .

Such an opening will only reinforce those who have accused NMFS of going on

to the next species in order to placate the commercial fishermen, to the detnment
of recreational fishermen and the charter boat industry. '
No ruling has been obtained from the Small Business Agency. With few
exceptions almost all the recreational and charter businesses are qualified under
the Act. There fore youthosting in the Federal Register and the comment perod
are most certamly illegal under the act.

There is insufficient data to show any logical conclusion for opening the EEZ to
such fishing.

No one has done an ecological impact study for such a draconian rule.

In addition to the above, and part of the Freedom of Information Act [FOLA), we wish
to have copies of all answers you receive under the comment period. :

Very truly yours

The Fj i nse Fund Inc.
Stephen 3loan, Chairman

FaX 21z 231304
Email: fishsavegipipeline.con
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PO Box 513
MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736

MEETINGS HELD THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT THE MANASQUAN WOMANS CLUB

MANASQUAN FISHING CLUB ooy E]ﬁ
“}i 9/ 1% 3

Ed Flaskon President Greg Jewell, Viee Prestdent Thomas Siciliano, Corresponding Secretary
Fanl Ward, 2od Vice President Al Lake, Recording Secretary Richard Velz, Treasurer
Hernran Pflefer, Assistant Tredsures Frank Richetti, Director Howard Stroger, Director
Ed Walsh, Director
September 3, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division, Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Matine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a member of the Manasquan Fishing Club and its 140 members I am writing 11
opposition to opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing. We have many concems about the
possible opening of the EEZ there is currently no information available that would cavse
us to change that position. . I am providing comments prior to the consideration of any
public hearing. The reasons I oppose an opening are as follows:

1. Opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing will increase the overall mortality rate.
Amendment 6 allows for the relaxing of the regulations both recreationally and

commercially. We are not sure what the consequences will be. No decision on the EEZ
should be made until data for 2004 and 2005 has been thoroughly analyzed.

2. New Jersey and New York both have PCB closure areas for the harvesting of striped
bass. Our states have been enforcing this ban in state waters. If the EEZ is open and
striped bass can be harvested in federal waters, the states will not be providing the
enforcement. Given the current pressure on the Coast Guard, we bave no faith that the
federal government can provide enforcement of any PCB related closure. The health of the
consumers must be paramount.

3. Frequently the proponents of opening the EEZ state that this would allow for the use
of the by catch of striped bass. They say these fish are being caught anyway and opening
the EEZ to striped bass fishing would simply end the waste. With trip limits and other
limits in place the by catch does not disappear. Quite the contrary, this encourages high
grading and higher mortality. This was clearly demonstrated by what happened when the
commercial quota in the winter fishery was increased in North Carolina.

I believe that the opening of the EEZ should not even be considered. If however public
hearings were held in New Jersey many members of the Manasquan Fishing Club would
like to attend the meeting and be heard.

Sincerely, D PLASKS A{’ ' R, MTo
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Matthew Blyth

33 Thomhill Drive
Dartmouth

NS B3B IRY
{Canada

002 456 8919
Sept 112003

Anne Lange Chief State Federal Fisheries Div.
Office of Sustainable Fisheries '
MNational Marine Fisheries Service

13215 East West Highway RM 13317

Siiver Spring MD. 20810

Dear Madam

As a keen angter | was disturbed to hear about the proposed increase in the netting regulations
reference 1o Amendment & of the striped bass management plan. As [ see it the current igsue of a
new dizease that cannot be identified and is already infecting over half the Chesapeake
population will not be sorted out by allowing commercial fishing to increase. | fesl it Is
unnecessary and very foolish fo even consider opening the EEZ-Zone to commercial and

recreational fishing.

What you have achieved over the years working ‘with sports fishers, environmentalists and
commetcial fishing interests has baen out standing. Do not undo all the good work that has been
achieved over the past years. Now is the time to conserve and see what happens. If you give in
io cornmercial fishing interests, which means an increase in netting, | believe this disease has the
potential to devastaie the striped bass population.

* Jt must be pointed out that the striped bass is worth hundreds of dollars as a sporls fish and only
2 handiul of dollars as dead fish. The commercially caught fish can only be caught once but as a
sports fish they are caught several imes over. H's a well known fact the fish are too valuable to
catch once., : ' : '

1 helieve the lourist trade will also be hit hara; mary UK anglers, myself included visit, or are
planning to visit, the eastern seaboard to go striper fishing. : . o

Your sincerely

Matthew Blyth

10/23/2003 09:59AM
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AiFZ1 31736
Sep 11 03 01i:20p RED SUN CUSTOM 4102131256 Pl
Anmne Lange
Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Divigion
1315 East West Hwy
Room 13317
Sitver Spring,  Md.
20910

Dear Mrs. Lange:

i

I am in favor of removing the moratorium of the recreational and commercial
fishing of Atlantic Striped Bass in Federal Waters. 'I‘h_e gpacies has recovered*em:»ugh to
warrant opening the waters with some size and creel lunits for both commercial and
recreational anglers. '

Sincerely,

William Regan

10154 Queens Circle

Ocean City, Md.
21842
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To: Apne Lange Fax: 301-713-0506

Frome: Yl Hock Date: 9/11/03

Re: Stripers in the ECZ Pagas: 1

GG

£ Lyygont (] For Reviow 1 Please Comimant [ Please Reply L1 Ploasce Recycle
* » - [ ] » [ ] [ ]

CAnmy Lange,

bam writig 1o urge you © keep the ELEZ outside the 3-mile limit cloged to siriper {ishing, both

commerciaily and reereationally.

Whils 1 enjoy catching slriped bass, these fish are already subjuct o Inunense pressure during this

migration. This boundary gives lhern some respite from lines and nets and is pecessary 10 keep

e prputation at its cwreent Tovels.

Thark you Tor your time and please do port hesitate o eall with any questions.

£d 1ock
B04-R60-1033

.'..'-il'-nqt'hlii
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MANASQUAN FISHING CLUB
PO Box 513
MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736

MEETINGS HELD THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT THE MANASQUAN WOMANS CLUB :

Ed Plaskon President Greg Jewell, Vice President Thomas Siciliano, Corresponding Secretary

Faul Wanrid, 28d Viee President Al Lake, Recording Secretary Richard Volz, Treasurer
Herman Phiefer, Assistant Treasurer Frank Richeit, Director Howard Stroger, Director
Edd Walsh, Director

September 5, 2003
Anne Lapge, Chief '
State-Federal Fisheries Division, Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a member of the Manasquan Fishing Club and its 140 members I am writing in
opposition to opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing. We have many concerns about the
possible opening of the EEZ and there 18 currently no information available that would
‘cause us to change that position. T am providing comments prior to the consideration of
any public hearing. The reasons 1 oppose an opening are as follows: ‘

1. Opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing will increase the overall mortality rate.
Amendment 6 allows for the relaxing of the regulations both recreatiopally and
commercially. We are not sure what the consequences will be. No decision on the EEZ
should be made until data for 2004 and 2005 has been thoroughly analyzed.

2. New Jersey and New York both have PCB closure areas for the harvesting of striped
bass. Our states have been enforcing this ban in state waters. If the EEZ is open and
striped bass can be harvested in federal waters, the states will not be providing the
enforcement. Given the current pressure on the Coast Guard, we have no faith that the
federal government can provide enforcement of any PCB related closure. The health of the
consumers must be paramount.

3. Frequently the proponents of opening the EEZ state that this would allow for the use
of the by catch of striped bass. They say these fish are being caught anyway and opening
the EEZ to striped bass fishing would simply end the waste. With trip limits and other
limits in place the by catch does not disappear. Quite the contrary, this encourages high
grading and higher mortality. This was clearly demonstrated by what happened when the
commercial quota in the winter fishery was increased in North Carolina.

I believe that the opening of the EEZ should not even be considered. If however public
hearings wete held in New Jersey many members of the Manasquan Fishing Club would
like to attend the meeting and be beard.

1072372003
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MANASQUAN FISHING CLUB
PO Box 513
MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736

MEETINGS HELD THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT THE MANASQUAN WOMANS CLUB

Ed Flaskon President Greg Jewell, Vice President Thomas Siciliano, Corvesponding Secretary
Paul Ward, 2ad Vice President Al Lake, Recording Secretary Richard Yolz, Treasurer
Herman Ffiefer, Assistant Treasurer Frauk Kichetti, Nreetor Howard Stroger, Director

Ed Walsh, Director

September 5, 2003
Anne Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division, Office of Sustainable Fnshmes
Mational Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a member of the Manasquan Fishing Club and its 140 members [ am writing in
opposition to openmg the EEZ to striped bass fishing. We have many concerns about the
possible opening of the EEZ there is currently no information available that would cause
us to change that position. . 1am providing comuments prior to the consideration of any
public hearing. The teasons I oppose an opening are as follows:

1. Opening the EEZ to siriped bass fishing will increase the overall mortality rate.
Amendment 6 allows for the relaxing of the regulations both recreationally and
commercially. We are not sure what the consequences will be. No decision on the EEZ
should be made until data for 2004 and 2005 has been thoroughly analyzed..

2. New Jersey and New York both have PCB closure areas for the harvesting of striped
bass. Our states have been enforcing this ban in state waters. If the EEZ 15 open and
striped bass can be harvested in federal waters, the states will not be providing the
enforcement. Given the current pressure on the Coast Guard, we have no faith that the
federal government can provide enforcement of any PCB related closure. The health of the
conswmers must be paramourt.

3. Frequently the proponents of opening the EEZ state that this would allow for the use
of the by catch of striped bass. They say these fish are being caught anyway and opening
the EEZ to striped bass fishing would simply end the waste. With trip limits and other
limits in place the by catch does not disappear. Quite the contrary, this encourages high
grading and higher mortality. This was clearly demonstrated by what happened when the
commercial quota in the winter fishery was increased in North Carolina.

I believe that the opening of the EEZ should not even be considered. If however public
hearings were held in New Jersey many members of the Manasquan Fishing Club would
like to attend the meeting and be heard.

c/ lare

,%g/@@ W OFP28-/668
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7515 Rivershore Drive
Seaford, DE 19973
September 14, 2003

Aunne Lange, Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

I oppose any and all efforts to open the EEZ to the taking of striped
bass. -

| There is no doubt in my mind that as the commercial take of striped
bass increases the recreational take shrinks. 1 have seen the rockfish

population go down to near decimated numbers in my lifetime. 1 will never
understand how those in power will allow it to bappen again. Has there ever
been an investigation to see if bribes are being accepted by these people?

We must do everything possible to protect America’s Saltwater Game
Fish.

Sincerely.

i d;f’ﬁ f' e
SIS A T

Lewis J A Blaa:;kwell

10/23/72003  09:59AM-
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h Anne Lange
subject: DO NOT OPEN EEZ

Hi Anne,  09Nn2/03

" | am contacting you to voice my opinion that the EEZ remains closed for striper fishing, as it is
today. ' ‘

| am an avid recreational fisherman that spends way oo much money on the hobby. 1 am please with

the way the stock of striped bass has come back and would hate to see any action that might
threaten that rebound.

| think most recs are scared and concernad that it will open up a can of worms that will lead to more
commercial fishing, more keeping of fish by recs and just confusion in general within the states.

Balieve me, | would love to go off of Ocean City, Md and fish for stripers in the faliwinter. But | much
rather not do that and keep the stock of stripers safe.

Thanks for your time.
Ron Schrauder

1716 Bayview Rd.
Shady Side, Md., 20764

10/23/2003 09:59AM
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September 16, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief, State Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fisheries
1315 East West Highway. Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Chief Lange,

I am distressed to hear that there is even a possibility that the EEZ will be reopened to
commercial fishing for striped bass. I think it 1s much too early in the rebuilding of this fishery 10

“allow the reopening of the EEZ. The indiscriminate nature of seine net and gill net harvesting of
Stripe Bass will lead to the destruction of a species that 1s on the road o recovery.

Tt is time to recognize the Stripe Bass for its worth as a recreational catch, fished for and revered
by millions of people. The recreational sector pumps far more $%$$ into the economy than the
commercial sector { I wish Thad the numbers ).

] ask that the EEZ continue to be closed to commercial Stripe Bass fishing.

Art Marshall
461 New Boston Rd.
Fall River, MAS 02720

Pl

1072372003 09:59AM
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Augnst 30, 2003

10 Huron Ave, Apf, 17B
Jersey City, NI 07306

Ms. Anne Lange

Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Dhvision
National Marine Services Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Springs, MD 20910

Re: Striped Bass fishing in the EEZ

Ms Lange:

T am writing to express my opinion that the Exclusive Economic Zone should remain closed to striped
bass fishing. '

As a recreationa) fisherman who has wimessed the decline and re-emergence of the striped bass fishery I
appreciate how fragile the fishery is and how easily commercial overfishing takes hold.

It would be a sad mistake to open the EEZ for commercial striped bass fishing.

sincerely,

@.Aodc /71‘(5(#-"'-#;

Bruce Herskovies

1072372003 09:59AM
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September 16, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief, State Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NOAA Fisheries
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Chief Lange, -

[ am distressed to hear that there is even a possibility that the TEZ will be reopened to
commercial fishing for striped bass. Having participated in moratoriums designed to
replenish the numbers of striped bass on the Atlantic coast, 1 feel that it is much too early
in the rebuilding of this fishery to allow the reepening of the EEZ. ‘

1 attended last yeat’s ASMFC hearings held in Warwick, Rhode Island and was appalled
at the conduct of thatiboard. While the advisory committes attempted to honor the
public’s comments and opinions, the board completely disregarded public comment and
opinion. That board went 50 far 28 to completely disregard the wording and intent of
proposals that had been circulated for months in advance 1o gain public input. That board
was obviously heil bent on increasing commercial quotas no maticr

recommendations carforward from the advisory committes. Compare the written agenda
and the “public survey” to the actual transcripts for those hearings and you will see this
for yourself. ‘

Maybe the EEZ can be recpened to the fishing of striped bass at some point in the future.
This decision should not be based on any recommendations of the ASMFC for the above
reasons. I think we should error on the side of cantion and keep the EEZ closed to all -
commercial fishing until there is 0o possibility that preseat commercial quotas will start
the striped bass fishery into 2 downward spiral once agamn. Recreational anglers will
readily participate in the continued closure of the EEZ as well.

Robert Moeller W _
Board of Directors, . |

Rhode Jsiand Saltwater Anglers Association

? -
SANGLERS T
¥ Association

| ":"Rt;bert'-Moéller |
U Board of Pirectors  ©

(401}539-304 ‘1 "' e-paail: moelleT@risan.erg -
s 1455kpnknmmhs¢er,m 02822
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1713 Riggs Place, N.W.
‘Washington, D.C. 20009

September 17, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Matine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

(301) 713-0596 (FAX)

Re:  Proposed Revisions to Atlantic Striped Bass Regulations in Federal Waters

Dear Ms. Lange:

I understand from the Washington Post, the Tune/Fuly issue of Saltwater
'Flyfishing, Brad Bums’ organization Stripers Forever, and various other sources that the
Federal government s considering reopening Federal waters - the so-called EEZ - to the
commercial harvest of striped bass, or rockfish,

As a citizen, taxpayer, and life-long recreational fisherman, I am writing to let you
know that T am opposed to reopening Federal waters to the harvest of striped bass by
cither commercial ot recreational fisherman, and I urge the National Marine Fisheries
Service not to do s0. | |

Y am forty one years old. I grew upin New Jetscy not far from the shore, and now
Yive in Washington D.C. and fish on the Chesapeake Bay, both on my own boat and on
charters. I keep a fish occasionally, but for the most part practice catch and release
fishing,

For much of my lifetime, we have had no viable fishery for striped bass because
they were everfished. Now we do, but from persenal experience and the observations of
other anglers -- including many who have been around much longer than L have - what
we have today is a Jot of small fish. The larger, older fish are being culled from the
population: already. My understanding is that stripers can live 10 be 30 years old, but it is
rare today to catch one that is over 15 years of age. The sitvation i8 the same with bluefin
tuna — they are fished so hard that the older (and larger) fish simply are not there any
more.

At present, the stripers at least have a safe haven in the EEZ, Iam concerned that
if the ERZ is reopened to the harvest of striped bass, it will exacerbate the gituation we
already have - an unbalanced population with alot of smal] fish -- and ultimately lead to
another crash of the population. The fish are already under increasing pressure with the

" rogent increase in the commercial harvest quota and other changes such as Maryland’s
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lepgthening of the recreational season, a change which [ for1 one did not t{nderstand or
support. Plcase leave the moratoriutn in place, and let’'s strive for a sustainable
population of striped bass that includes good numbers of fish of all ages.

If you have any questions regarding my comments, please call me at (202) 663-
7360 or send me an e-mail at bsylvester @sughrue.cor.
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September 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief-

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, M 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

As a recreational striped bass fisherman, I am opposed to the proposed opening of the
Extended Economic Zone (EEZ) for the purpose of harvesting striped bass.

Regardless of all the rhetoric your office receives, please ask yourself one question: Why
change a fisheries’ policy that has reinstated the striped bass as the premier game fish on
the Atlantic coast? The economic benefits of the fishing industry far outweigh the few
commercial fishing organizations that will benefit from this proposed policy change.

As a young pexson who fished with family members, I never saw a striper!! Now,
because of conservation measures and fairly sound harvesting rules (I still don’t
understand why many states allow line barvesting of large stripers while typically fishing
at night?), the striped bass is the fish to catch. Andif your institution’s vision remains

" wnclouded, stripers wilt be the fish to catch for future generations! |

1 am unsure of the legislative process, but your office should strongly consider instituting
the striped bass as a game fish. IfI understand the ramifications correctly, the game fish
status will protect this wonderful resource for what is hopefully forever. The striped bass
was an important resource for hundreds of years until our greed almost eliminated the
fishery (we have affected too many fish and game species with overzealous
harvesting...will we ever learn form these errors?). Please do not allow this same
process to happen to the steiper!

Thanks for allowing the public some additiopal time to comment,

Sincerely,
o
044

Tom Wilhelm

407 Aurora Drive

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-335-3222
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September 9, 2003 | | | J? Ly, L

Anne Lange, Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Sitver Spring, MD 20910

. Dear Ms. Lange

As a recreatiopal angler and concerned citizen of the Chesapeake Bay compmaity, I
strongly oppose opening the EEZ to commercial striped bass fishing. With little
question, the striped bass represents the emblematic game fish of our Bay. In my local
community, this recreational fishery contributes significantly to our local economy and
historical heritage. After such recent striped bass population concerns, it is preposterous
to consider Teopening this protective area at the request of the commercial fishing
industry. The EEZ serves as a much-needed refuge for a healthy breeding stock of large
striped bass in and around the Chesapeake Bay. Opening this area to commercial fishing
will negatively impact this critical population of fish for decades. The petition of
commercial anglers to open the EEZ is simply based on shorisighted financial gain and
neglects consideration for a healthy long-term fishery. There is no vabid scientific reason
to Teopen the EEZ. It would be impossible to police the EEZ and the commercial
industry has provided mumerous examples that it is unable to police itself. This letter is
not directed at the over harvest and blatantly illegal practices of commercial fishing that I
have witnessed, but their existence must be mentioned to draw attention to this group’s
selfish priorities and lack of self regulation. A trial opening the EEZ with a plan to
reevaluate the biologic impact in the near term is, likewise, a recipe for disaster. I
strongly discourage opening of the EEZ to commercial (and recreational) fishing and
encourage the NMFS to move towards firther protection of our menhaden and striped
bass populations.

Sincerely,
AN~
Alan C. Heffner, M.D.

360 Pender Ct.
Norfolk, VA 23517
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MANASQUAN FISHING CLUB
PO Box 513
MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736

MEETINGS HELD THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT THE MANASQUAN WOMANS CLUB

Ed Plaskon President Greg Jewell, Viee Presiden? Thomas Siciiane, Correspiading Secretaty
Paut Ward, 2ud Vice President Al Lake, Recording Secretary Rickard Volz, Treasurer
Herman Pficfer, Assistant Trearurer Frunk Richetti, Director Heward Stroger, Director

Ed Waish, Dircctor

September 5, 2003
Anne Lange, Chief ' :
Siate-Federal Fisheries Division, Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fishertes Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a member of the Manasquan Fishing Club and its 140 members | am wnting in
opposition to opening the EEZ to striped bass fishmg. We have many concerns about the
possible opening of the EEZ thete is currently no information available that would canse
us to change that position, . I am providing comments prior to the consideration of any
public hearing. The reasons I oppose an opening are as follows:

1. Opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing will increase the overall mortality rate.
Amendment 6 allows for the relaxing of the reguiations both recreationally and
commercially. We are not sure what the consequences wiil be. No decision on the EEZ
should be made until data for 2004 and 2005 has been thoroughly anatyzed.

2. New Jersey and New York both have PCB closure areas for the harvesting of striped
bass. Our states have been enforcing this ban in state waters. If the EEZ 15 open and
striped bass can be harvested in federal waters, the states will not be providing the
enforcement. Given the cusrent pressure on the Coast Guard, we have no faith that the
federal government can provide enforcement of any PCB related closure. The health of the
consumers must be paramount.

3, Frequently the proponents of opening the EEZ state that this would allow for the use
of the by catch of striped bass. They say these fish are being caught anyway and opening
the EEZ to striped bass fishing would simply end the waste. With trip limits and other
limits in place the by catch does not disappear. Quite the contrary, this encourages high
grading and higher mortality. This was cleatly demonstrated by what happened when the
commercial quota in the winter fishery was increased in North Carolina.

1 believe that the opening of the EEZ should not even be considered. If however public
hearings were held in New Jersey many members of the Manasquan Fishing Ciub would
like to attend the meeting and be heard.

Sincerely,

K Poronit

1072372003 09:59AM




18,22 26803 21:44 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 3968 P4

Mo Foneg,

1072372003 09:59AM




18,22 26803 21:44 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 3968 P47

Witiiate D. Hubbard
| Post OFFice Box 105¢
Rye, New Hampshire 03870-1054
Onshore@woridpath.pet
603-431-8735

September 9, 2003

National Marine Fisheries Service

" Att: Ann Lange, Chief -

State-Federal Fisheries Division
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Springs, MD 20910

Re: ASMEC Request to Open EEZ
Dear Ms. Lange:
I am in favor of NMFS re-opening the EEZ for Striped Bass Fishing.

I have fished for Striped Bass since the late 1940's. Before the moratorium
on fishing for the species, it was a common practice for fishermen to take
stripers in the EEZ. That occurred most notably on Stellwagen Bank and
the Nantucket Shoals areas in Massachusetts, but also offshore in other
states.

When the EEZ was closed It was not done for any scientific reason. it was
done as part of a coastwise moratorium on taking the species. Now, the
species is restored to numbers that none of us have ever experienced in
past years. | :

Ag in the past, there has been no scientific roason advanced for keeping
the EEZ closed to angling for Striped Bags. Therefore, | would hope that
NMES would accede to the wishes of the ASMFC and re-open the EEZ for
Striped Bass fishing. Reopen that historic and traditional area off our
coastline for fishing.

1072372003
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North Fork Captains Association
29745 Main Road et
Cutchogue, NY 11935 TR

Prezident: Capl Jirn House
Yice-President: Capt. Robert Rocchetta
Traasurer: Capt Eoward Czelatka
Secretary: Capt Michse! Lotito

September 14, 2003

Ms. Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisherias Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheriag
Nationat Marine Fisharies Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Femx (301) 7130586

Dear Ms. Lange:

The North Fork Captains Association represents charter boat captains of the North Fork of Long Island.
Our experienced captains have supported and participated in the programs leading to the successiul
ratum of striped bass to Long Island’s waters. We strongly feel that NMFS should support the existing
conditions, the continued closure of the Mid-Atlantic EEZ with the exception of the waters between
Montauk Point and Bloek Island which are traditionally fished by recreational fishers. We are extremely
concernad that NMFS's proposed opening the Mid-Atlantic EEZ to striped bass fishing would quickly
destroy the hard-won progress that has been made towards a sustainable fishery.

Already, there is an alarming Jack of larger fish in the stock. IF NMES lifts the current moratorium on the
EEZ. there would be increased pressure on ihe stock of older, larger fish. Therefore, the iifting of the
moratorium is a direct conflict to the intentions of Amendment 6.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ has a strong possibility of increasing the fishing
mortatity rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment &. The end result would then require more
restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen (higher minirmum size himits, reduced bag
jimits, and shorter seasons), punishing the recreational fishing sector.

The Magnhuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act requires NMFS to consider the
economic and cultural impact on local communities when changing regulations. We strongly urge NMES
to support the traditional recreational fishing and the haok-and-ine commercial harvesting in the waters
petween Montauk Point and Block Island, as this industry is crucial to the economy of our coastal
communities. Recreational fishing supports a thriving motel, restaurant, bait shop, and tourist industry on
the North Fork

We aiso urge NMFS to address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring In the
EEZ. Coastal migrations occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ , with many large breeders, and these
fish are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water cbservations have shown that there is
already a significant amount of striped bass martality int the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. it would not
be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this critical issue addressed.

We strongly urge NMFS ta continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ with an easement
for the area between Montauk Point and Block Island.

inceraly,

v

Captain Jarmes A. House, D.V,M.', PR.D.
President
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September 9, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

I am not a sports fisherman, but T oppose any movement 1o open the EEZ to the taking of
striped bass by commercial fishermen. 1 have friends, and a nephew, who are avid
fishermen and who have commented about their impression that near-shore striped bass
recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality over the last few years as
commercial quotas have increased. It seems irresponsible to me that more pressure
would be added now. Restricting fishing for stripers in the EEZ would secrn to me to be
a sensible move to keep this fish species alive. At some point, we simply have to face the
need to regulate commercial pressures before they follow their understandably natural
instincts and run a biologic population down to extinction. Ultimately, protecting the
species and modulating the access of commercial fisherman is the only way that
commercial (and sport) fishing will stay alive. Better to make a mistake now and block
farther development than to open it up and destroy the resource.

Sincerely yours,

9 Rutland Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
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