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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 |

Dear Ms. Lange

1 know this is a template that js going to be used by many against the epening of
EEZ, but I COMPLETELY AGREE AND SUPPORT THIS LETTER.

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movemecnt to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that morc than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their cormmercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measurc passed the ASMFC as the resuk of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public

~ who arc being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay siriped bass caxry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantty attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!! ‘

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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Sincerely; .

Michael Noel
179 Hudson Pond Road
‘West Greenwich, RY (02817

Julien Noel

330 Priviledge Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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August 12, 2003

¢ Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Roomt 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questiopable population estimates frorn the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the Tast few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the fiture. What i known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the contimued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need ote pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
Ta fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 1o 3 vote, hardly a mandate.

ery measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the EXpense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public résource.

1n addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
repotts that a large percemage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass caiTy 2 dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be mfected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opentng of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC. NI PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason (0 reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMEFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

Sincer

Stephen C. Peterson
3 Hastings Rd.
Waitsfield, VT 05673
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a persons] use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking
of siriped bass.

Despite sorae highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future. What is known is
that more than 3,000,000 recreationai anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry along
the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing, We do not need

more pregsure on the resource.

The ASMFEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public
comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
TCSOUICe.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry 2 dangerons micro bacterial infection.
Angjers in the New England states have reported caiching diseased fish, so it 13 inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossibie 1 police an opening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ wil] pose problems for gamefich states like ME, NH, CT,
DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow the sate of fish caught in thelr waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is ¢onstantly |
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a peor conservation ethic. Herels a chance

for NMFS$ to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

incerely;

0T A

1 Ys ‘

2760 El Rafcho Road
Sidrey, NE 69162

AT
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August 12, 2003

Anmne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fishenes
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Stlver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreationa] fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for sorne time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recre¢ational anglers, as wel]
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need mote pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerons micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching dizeased
fish, 50 it is incvitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off Kmits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
base. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific 1eason to reopen the EEZ,
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance HeMNMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REQPEN

THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FIE

Sincerely;

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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Augnst 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federa! Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Wational Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, T oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking
of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future. What is known is
that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry along
the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of goed striped bass fishing. We do not need

mOre pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the FEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public
cormment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing pubtic who are being deprived of a public
resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that 2
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,
DC, NJ, PA, and 3C which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here 15 a chance
for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

AT -

Gregg Oliver
412 367 Street
Union City, N 07087

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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From: gin Sorrell To: Anne Lange Date: &/13/2002 Time: 2:25:18 FM Fage 1 of 1

Iain & Linda Sorrell
551 Deercliff Rd, Avon, CT 06001 U5 A
Tel: 860-677-0668 Fax: 860-677-5024
email; iainhs@comcast.net

Facsimile Transmission

Date:  Angust 13, 2003 From: Iain Sorrell : - Pages: 1

To: National Marine Fisheries Service Atin: Anne Lange Fax: [1] 301-713-0596

Subject: Proposed EEZ,

Dear Ms. Langs
As a personal use recreational striped bass fisherman, I oppese any mavement to open the EEZ to the taking of striped bass.

Diespite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMEC, most informed anglers feel strongly that near-shore
striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality over the last few.vears 83 commercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial meréases will not be know for some time inte the fuhe, Whatis
\eriowen is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as 4 huge guiding and tackle industry slong the East Coast,
depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to cpen the BEEZ was speatheaded by representatives of a few coastal states to make it easier for thest
commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a G 1o 5 votg, hardly a
mandate. Everv measure of public comment has consistently been againet reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial
harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopemng the EEZ, there have been reparts that a large percentage of Chesapeake

Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, 50 it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it wifl be impossible to police an opening of the
EEZ. and stripers landed in the EEZ wll pose prollems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, 2C, NI, PA, and 3C which do
not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to ail fighing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for seriped bass. The fish need this refuge. There is
no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMF 3 is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, snd for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMEFS 1o do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS
FISHING! ‘

Sincerely,

A el
et

Tam Sorrell

1072872003 03:10PM
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Fast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax: 301-713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, T oppose any movement to open the EEZ 1o the
taking of striped bass.

Despite soine highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fighing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some tume
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 tecreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bags fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of 2 few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to cateh more striped bass.
In Fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
‘ncrease in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
whao are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous mHiCro
bacterial infectiont. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ wiil also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pos®
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly altacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TQ STRIPED BASS FISHING!! ‘

Sincerely;

. ?Ywﬁl%”

10/28/720053 03:10PM
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August 12, 2003
Anne Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20010

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to opent the EEZ to the

taking of striped bass.

" Despite some highly questionable pop)ulatinn estimates from the ASMFC, most informed

anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
offects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. Wm,mﬂ_mmm

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 1o 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expensc of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EFZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass canty a dangesous MACro
bacterial infection. Anglets in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ waill also be infected. Fusther, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states tike ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as @ refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to recpen the FEZ.
NMFS is comstantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here 18 a chance for NMES to do the right thing. DO NOT REGFEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!H! . :

Sincerely,
| | \
| .

10/28/2003

03:10PM




18282803 B3: 45 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 344 FE1E

PEREIVE oo

H'\

8 /ler

Angust 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 |

Dear Ms. Lange

Asa personal use striped bass ﬁshennan T oppose any mavement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. - ‘

Despite some highly guestionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
aniglers feel strongly that ncar-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly io quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
mto the future, What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
a3 a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the contipued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was speatheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch tnore striped bass,
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to § vate, hardly 2 mandate,
Every tneasure of public comment has consistently been agamnst reopening the ERZ. That
increase in conunercial barvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation tmplications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, 50 it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Purther, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
probletns for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is ne valid, scientific reason to recopen the EEZ.
NMF'S is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservaton cthic, Here is a chance for NMFS o do the right thing, PO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;
- g R 57-
Wesr  Badylon, Ay 11704

A ~am? T A
T O[O .. . R 10/28/2003 03:10PM
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dcér Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. ‘

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as & huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
constal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass,
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 10 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation mplications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
nacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and 8C which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for stnped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientifie reason to reppen the EEZ.
NMES js constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN

THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!! .
Sincerely,
O 7 lacered land

1072872003 03:10PM
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August 12, 2003

Anng Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Natigna! Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the |
taking of striped bass.

Despite the population estimates from the ASMEC, most informed anglers feel strongly
that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality over
the last few years as commereial quotas have increased. The effecis of the most recent

round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future. What is
‘iowh is that more thafi 3 000,000 recreational anglérs, as well as a huge quiding and
tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped

bass fishing. We do not peed more pressure onl the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states 1o make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

The EEZ has been off Limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves asa refuge for striped
base. The fish need this refoge. Thete is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. 1
am strongly opposed to opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing and [ hope that his will

not happern.

Sincerely;

Peter Alaric

%6 Court St
Bristol, R1 02809

/7/%%

1072872003 03:10PM
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Angust 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fishenes Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Bast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

4%

Dear Ma. Langz
" As g personal use striped bass hsherman, | oppose any movement to open the EEZ to.the taking of striped bass.

Toespite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMEC, most informed anglers feel strongly that
neat-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality over the last few years as commtnercial
quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some tine info
the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as wel] 2z a huge guiding and tackle industry
along the Bast Cosst, depend on the contimued avaitability of good stoped bass fishing, We do not need moie pressure

of] the resource.

The ASMEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states to make it easier for
their commercial fishermen to ¢atch more striped bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result ofa 6 to 5
vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase inn commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of & public
ragHree.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of recpening the EEZ, there have been reports that a large percentage of
Chesapeaks Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial nfection. Anglers m the New England states have
reported catching diseazed fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected: Further, it will be
impossible to police an openmg of the EEZ, and stripers landed m the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states like
ME, MH, CT, D(C, NI, FA, and SC which de not allow the sale of fish caught m thelr waters.

The EEZ, has been off Himits 1o all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The fish pead this refage.
There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMEF3 is comstantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for
having & poor conservanon ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS ta do the night thing. DO NOT RECPEN THE EEZ TO
STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerelv:
Robert Van Slyke
%9 West Pine Road

Staatsburg, NY 12580

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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Angust 12, 2003

Amnne Lange, Chiefl

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisherias
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a persopal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas bave increased. The
offacts of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some iime
iio the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
constal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 & to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consi stently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

I addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a-dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problerns for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and 5C which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. ‘

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreatiopal fishing, and for having a poot
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMES to do the right thing, DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerelys R H-D. A Poniey DoBSar
D GRMI_VE
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Augqst 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief _ ‘

State-Federal Fisheries Division :

e of Sustainable Fisheries  €AYS 01~ P2 -0576
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910 :

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, | oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of stniped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the Fast Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch mote striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMPFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching discased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and 3C which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off Limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMF3 10 do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING! ‘

S:;crely; éw/ ‘
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheties |
National Merine Fisheries Service FAXAE 300980596
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms, Lange

Asa persmial use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass,

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shote striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commeicial quotas bave increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known i¢ that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the Bast Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not nieed more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishénmen to catch more striped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of & 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. ‘

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, pnd for having a poor
conservation ethic, Here is a chance for NMFS to do the|right thing, DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIFED BASS FISHING!!! ‘
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Sincerely;

10/28/2003
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, L oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking
of siriped bass. ‘

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future, What is known is
that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry along
the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not peed
more pressure on the resoUIce.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearhecaded by representatives of a fow goastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 3 vote, hardly 2 mandate. Every measure of public
comnment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase int commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
TEFOLICE.

In addition to the conseryation implications of reopemng the EEZ, there have been reports thata
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased Fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossibie to police an opening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,
DC. NI, PA, and 5C which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves asa refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scieniific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance
for NMFS to do the right thifg. DO NOT REQPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Williamn Stevens, P.E.
19 Brower Drive
Brick MN.J. 08723

1072872003 03:10PM
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Aungust 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

FAX: 301-713-0596  1page

Dear Ms. Lange:

As a Tecreational, personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ
to the taking of striped bass. .

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most mformed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. This is especially true of larger
sized striped bass. The effects of the most recent Tound of commercial increases will not be know
for some time into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as
well as & huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need increased pressure on this fragle
resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact, this measure
passed the ASMFC as the tesult of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mendate. Every measure of public
comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states hke ME, NH, CT,
DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. Do not reopen the EEZ to striped bass fishing and put at further nsk an
already fragile resource.

Since

Philip E. Barta ‘
51 Washington St.
Matick, MA 01760

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As 2 personal use steiped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. ‘

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel sirongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last fow years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some tine
into the futuxe. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglets, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry slong the Fast Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMEC petition to open the EE7 was spearheaded by representatives of 2 fow
constal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of & 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every meastire of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commmercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource. :

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the FEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states bave reported catching diseased
figh, so it is inevitable that stipers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be

_ impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, Nii, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and 5C which do not atlow
the sale of fish caught in thewr waters.

The BEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish peed this refoge. There is no valid, seientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having = poor
conservation efhic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

‘Sincerel 4
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August 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief |
State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fishenes
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, T oppose any movement to open the EEZ 1o the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estirnates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers including myself feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has
declined significantly jn quality over the last few years as cornmercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know
for some time into the futore, What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational
anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the
TESOUICE,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was speatheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch even more striped
bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a
mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopemng the
EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational
fishing public who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish nced this refuge. There is no valid, scicntific rcason to reopen the EEZ.
INMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

sincerely;
Patreck T. CrAlg
1$20 Savbroke FoAD
mddieTow, ot obes]
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Feddral Fisherics Division

Office of $ustainabic Fishenies
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silyer Spring, MDD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fishcrman, 1 oppose any movenent o Open the FEZ to the
taking of striped bass,

Despite sgme highty questionable population estimates from the ASMEC, most informed

~anglers fetl strongly that neas-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know tor some time
into the future, What 15 knowr is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers. ag well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continuad
avaitability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the respurce.
‘I'he ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a tew
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen o catch more stripeit bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mantlate.

- Every micasute of public comment has consistently becn against reopening the EEE. That
increasc in commercial harvest comes at the expensc of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived ot a public resource.

fn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, therc have been
reports thal a large percentage of Chesapeakc Bay striped bass carry a dangerous ticro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported calching disensed
fish, s0 s inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible ty-police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
probiems for pmcfish states fike ME, NH, CT., DC, N, PA, and $C which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. '

The EEZ has been olf imits to all lishing for stripers, and serves as A refuge for striped
bass. Tha fish need this refuge. Therc is no vahd, scientific reason to recopen the EEZ.
NMES is copstantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic, Here is a chance tor NMES to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN

THE EEZ 10 SYRIPED BASS TG!H
Sincerely, / 7
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

QOffice of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Bast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms, Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, T oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. :

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
" imo the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing, We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more stiped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 1o 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commergial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass cairy a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters. ‘

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!  Inthe Chesapeake Bay we have seen the
Sturgeon fished to extinction, Oysters almost gone, the ,

Crab population dwindling, all because of over fishing by commercial interests. What’s
next! The Striped Bass? |

10/28/720053 03:10PM
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August 12,2003

Anne Lange, Chisf

Srate-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Mational Marine Fisheries Service
1315 Rast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange
As a personal use striped bass fisherman, | oppose any movement to opeh the BEZ to the taking of siriped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel strongly that
near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significanty in quality over the Jast few years as
commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most reccnt round of commercial increases will not be know
for some time int the futurc. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a hugze
guiding and tacklc industry along the East Coast, depend ont the continued availability of good striped bass fishing.
We do not need more pressure on he resource.

The ASMFC petilion to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a fow coastal staes to make it €asier
for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMPC as the result of a
& to 5 vots, hardly a mandate. Every measurc of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ.
That increase in commercial barvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived
of a public resourco.

{n addition o the conservation implications of rzopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a large percentage of
Chesapeake Bay stiped bass catry a dangerons MACTO hacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have
reported calching discased fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
‘impossible 1o police an opening of the BEZ, and stripers janded in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states
like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and 5C which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits (o a1l fishing for stripers, and seTves as 2 refuge for striped bass. The fish need this
refuge. There is no valid, ccientific Teason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational
fishing. and for having & poor consetvation cthic. Here is a chance for NMES to do the right thing. DO NOT
REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

—

- Sincerely;
CraigtMiles

1845 Castleton CL.
Wa Beach, ¥a. 23454

10/28/2003  03:10PM
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief
Qtate-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Mational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 1

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Ms. Lange
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August 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chicf :
State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
$ilver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As s personal use sirip&:d bass fisherman, { oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent roumd of commercial increases will not be known for some titne
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continned
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.
Consider also that pumerous studies have shown that the economic benefits gencrated by
the stiper sport fishery outweigh those oenerated by the commercial sale of striped bass
by as muach as 20 to 1. In other words, for every doiar generated by striped bass sold
commmerically, as much as 20 dollars could be generated by recreational fishing for the
same fish. In the past, NMFS and ASMFC have listened very attentively to and acted on
behalf of commercial interests. It’s time that they started acting toward achieving a
greater good pot just for recreational anglers, but also for guides, tackle shops, mote} and
restaurant owners, and coastal communities at large from the Carolinas to Maine.
ASMEC and NMF$ are charged with implementing polices that encourage wise use of
our Himited marine resources. Considering the above, how could it possibly be wise 10
allow for further commercial exploitation of the striper by a small segment of society

. which uses that resource very inefficiently?

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearhcaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measurc passed the ASMEC as the result of a 6 fo 3 vote, hardly a mandate.

Every measure of public comment has consiste tly been against reopening the EEZ. That

increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public

who are being deprived of a public resource. Should we really consider killing more
striped bass at $1 per unit, or should we instead cncourage a sustainable recreational
fishery at $20 per unit? The answer is as obvious as it appears. ‘

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been

reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous Micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catchang diseased
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fish, so it is incvitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and siripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. As a Maine resident, T am allowed to kill one fish
per day between 20 and 26 inches, enough to enjoy an occassional meal but also allow
for continued growth of the striper population. Frankly, 1 am sick of sacrificng my
opportunity to catch 357 to 407 fish so that a few greedy individuals from New York and

‘Massacusetts can slaughter those same fish to pay for their gas and beer. The resourcc

deserves better treatment, and o do L

I can remermber catching dozens of striped bass from 35 1o over 45 inches each year off
the Maine coast in the early 70°s. Smaller fish were so pumerous as almost to be a
nuisance. By the mid 80°s, I went several years without catching one at all of any size,
despite logging hundreds of hours of fishing time, Thankfully, the commerical fishing
which nearly doomed the striper was curtailed in time to save it. I'll be damned if 1 will
allow the fishery Lo collapse again at the hands of commercial harvesters. Opening the
EEZ is the first step down the road to excessive commetcial exploitation. After the EEZ
is opened, what will the commetcial lobby demand next? Higher quotas, smaller .
minimum sizes, and mote dead stripers. For any doubters, the history is undeniable - just
ask the cod and Atlantic salmon fishermen who are left with a resource that is a shadow
of what 1t once was. -

The EEZ, has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bhass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!! '

Sincerely;

A

Alan Yuodsnukis,
Registered Voter and Tax Payer
Brunswick, Maine
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

{Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Nationa] Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 20910 -

Dear Ms. Langs

As a personal use striped bass fisherman. I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking
of striped bass,

Despite some highly questionable population estimates fiom the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be known for some time into the future. What is known
is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle mdustry
along the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do
not need more pressure on the Tesource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the resuit of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public
comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest

. comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching dizseased fish, s0 it is inevilable that
stripers m the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an upening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,
DC, N3, PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of fish caught in thewr waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having & poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance

for NMFS to do the right thing.
DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;
Y.
Ray Varney
13 Forcst Park Prive
Rochester, NH (03868

s TOTAL PAGE.BL %%
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August 15, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Offce of Sustainable Figheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Fast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20010

Dear Ms., Lange,

As a perscnal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement te open the EEZ to the taking
of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in guality
over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future. What is known is
that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as wetl as a huge guiding and tackle industry along
the bast Coast, depend on the continued availability of good strped bass fishing. We do not need
MOTe pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a fow coastal states
to make it easier for their commerscial fishetinen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the result of a € to 5 vote, hardly a mandate, Every measure of public
comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the tecreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers 1n the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an apening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,
DC, NI, PA, and 5C which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

‘The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific teason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chanee
for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIFED BASS FISHING! !

Sincerely;

Anthony E. Ambrose
£33 Croton Heights Road
Yorktown Heights. NY 10398

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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Augost 15, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federa! Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisherizs
National Maring Fisheries Service
1315 East West Higivway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20950

Dear M. Lange,

As a personal use sitiped bass. fighesman, 1 oppose any movement 1o open the EEZ 10 the taking of striped
bass. ‘

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMEC, most informed anglers feel
stronmty that near-shore striped bass recreationat fishing has dectined stgnifteantly n quality over the tast
fewr years as commercial quotas have increased. The affeete of the most recert sound of commezcial
increases will not be know for some time inte the fiutwre, What is known is that more than 3 000 000
recreational anglers, as well as 2 huge guiding and tackle mdusry along the Hast Coast, depend ot the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the Tesource.

The ASMEC petition 1o open the EEZ was spearheaded by sepresentatives of a fow coastal states to make it
easier for their commersial fishermen to catch more siped bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFEC
as the result of a 6 19 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of pablic comment has consistemtby heen
against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recrestional
fismog public who are being deprived of a public resoutce.

in addition to the conservation implications of reopemng the £EZ, there have been reports that a large
percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry 3 dangerdus micro bacterial infection, Anglers in the New
England states have reported catching diseased fish, sodtis inevitshle that stipers in the BEZ will also be
infected. Further, i will be impossible 1o police an opemng of the FEZ, and stripers Janded in the EEZ wijl
pose problems for gamefish states fike ME, NH, CT, DC, N5, PA, and 5€ which do not allow the safe of

fish caughi in their waters.
The EEZ has bees oiF limits to all fishing for swipers, and serves as a refuge fbr stiped bass, The Hish need
this tefige. There 15 no vahd, saentific reason 1o reppen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly attacked as anti

vecreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Hereis a chance for NMES o do the rght
thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHINGI!!

Sincerely.

Pant Goscinski
705 Kettie Pond Dnve
Wakefiald, RT 02879

]

10/28/2003 03:10PM



18282003 HA3: 46 HMFS SF Z81-713-0596 + 953014272515
; E1F &7 &rol MO, 9 FEzA

Aug 15 03 08:42=a Dick Falcone 510 587 65750 p-1

August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisherres
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Pear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass, |

Despite some highly guestionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial guotas have mecreased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition 1o open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commerciat fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.

~ Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in cominercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource. '

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impassible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers tanded in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC. NJ, PA_ and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. | :

The EEZ has been off limits to ali fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no vahd, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NNMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REQPEN

THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHINGI!!

KQL\\M@; \A jﬁk\. Céu\ﬁw—
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fishenes
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As apersonal usc striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to opeﬁ the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMEC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declinéd
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases wiil not be know for some time
irto the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well

. as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the contmued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more siriped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopemng the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is incvitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impuossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for stniped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

sincerely:

g-gﬂ%

Yool melody 14

Richmond ¥ 33234
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August 12 2003

Anne Lange, (hief

State-Federa) Fisheries [Dvision

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1215 Fast West Highway. Room 13317
Silver Spring. M1 26010

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal s -1miped bass fisherman, | oppose any movement 1o open the EEZ to the taking of
striped bass.

Despite some hizhly guestionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel
strongly tha the uhalit: of near-shore striped bass fishing has declined significantly over the last few
years a5 commer-ial guitas have increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial
increases will nut be know for soroe time into the fiture. What s known is that more than 3,000,000
non-commercial snelers. as well as a buge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend
on the cominme ' uailahilitv of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressute on the
TESQUTLe.

The ASMEC petinon 1o spen the EEZ was spearheaded by represeptatives of a few coastal states to
make if easier e their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure passed
the ASMEC 1 the sesult of 2 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public comment has
consistently heer against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial barvest comes at the
expense of the rocommercial fishing public who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conscrvation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a Jarge
percentage of ¢ hesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection. Anglers in
the Now Englind states have reported catching diseased fish, so it 13 inevitable that stripers in the
EE7 will alse b nfected. Further, it will be impossible o police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers
landed in the 11 # «ill nose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and S5C
which do not b the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EF7 has heen off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The fish
need this refisee 1 her i= no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly attacked

as anti recreationa! fishing. and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to
do the right thin 001 ~OT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincetely

Mark §. Jenning- |}

114 Ocean Ave.
Cransion, R (2805

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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August 14, 2003

Amme Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisherigs Piyision

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 Bast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fsherman, I oppose any movement 10 0pen the EEZ to the faking
of striped bass. :

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
over the lagt few years as commercizl quotas bave increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the futyre. What is kmown i3
more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as 2 huge guiding and tackle industry slong the
Rast Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need
nore pressure on the resource. ‘

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of s few coastal states .
10 make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the result of a & to 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public
comment has consistently beent against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
TESOUrce.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopemng the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeale Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ wil pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,
DC, NI, PA, end SC which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ, NMFS 1s constantly
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having 2 poor conservation ethic. Here 18 a chance
for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Smeerely)
' L]
Dennis Mitchell

1517 Maribore Rd.
Waest Chester, PA 19382
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© Anne Lange, Chief
State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustalnable Flsherles
Nationa)l Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20210

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ
to the taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most
informed anglers feal strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational flshing has
declined significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotass have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial Increases will not be
known for some time into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000
recreational anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle Industry along the East
Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not
need more pressure on the resource. ,

The ASMFC petltion to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped
bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a
mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been against
reopening the EEZ, That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of
the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous
micro bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reperted catching
diseased fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further,
it will be impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ
will pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, D, N3, PA, and SC which do
not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limlits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for
striped bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, sclentific reason to reopan
the EEZ, NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a
poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT
RFQOPEN THE EEZ TQ STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely, ‘
\@'M A N
John P. Schneider

38 Mark Drive
Smithtown, NY 11787
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i State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MPD 20910

k ) Dear Ms. Lange

As a parsonal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any
movament to open the EEZ to the taking of striped bass.

_Despite some hnghly questionable population estimates from
“the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel strongly that near-
shore stnped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quatity over the lagt few years as commerchal
quotas have increased. The effects f the meost recent round
' of commercial increasas will not be know For some time into
the future. What s kitown is that more than 3,000,000
‘ recreatioral anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle
3 industry along ‘the East Coast, depend on the continued
_availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need
more prassure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to apen the EEZ was spearheadead by
_representatives of a faw coastal states to make it easier for
their commercial fishermen to catch mare striped bass. In
fact this measare passed the ASMFC as the result ofa 6 to 5
vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public cormment
has conslstently been against reopéning the EEZ. That
‘ncrease in commercial harvest comes at the expenze of the
pecraational fighig public who are being deprived of a public
resguree.

In-addition to the conservation implications ¢f reopening the
EEZ, there have been reports that a targe percentage of
. Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangetrous micro
hacterial infection. Anglers in the Mew England states havea
reported catehing dizeased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers it the EEZ wilf also be |nfec1':ed Further, it will be
_impessible to pelice an opening of the EEZ, and stripers
' landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gameﬁsh gratas like
ME, NH, CT, DC, N1, FA, and SC which do not allow the sale '
‘ot figh vaught-in their waters.

‘The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and

- serves as a refuge for striped bass. The fish need this
refuge. There 15 1o valid, scientific reason to reopen the

EEZ. NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational
fishing, and for having a poer conservation ethic. Here ix a

" ehance Tor NMES to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE
EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

T 2433 P!tx:‘:'hfork Way 9 6;

“Virginia Beach, VA 23456
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August 12, 2003

LA . S

Arme Lange, Chief AN
State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, T oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commereial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is knowa is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing, We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermien to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMEC as the result of a 6 1o 5 vote, hardly a mandate,
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
whe are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection, Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, 50 it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and siripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and 8C which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for siriped
bass. The fish need this refupe. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS$ is constantly attacked as anii recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT RECPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING! !

Sincerely; Cfg.ntle?s M- Stpn)

Y re— 5109 Molpdy 7ad
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August 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to
the taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most
informed anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has
declined significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be
known for some time. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers,
along with a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the
resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact, this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. The
recent increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing
public, who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous nicro-
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fich, 5o it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. '

The EEZ has been off limits io all fishing for stripers and serves as a refuge for striped
bass, The fish need this refuge. There is no valid scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti-recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

15 Fiéldstone Drive * -
North Yarmouth, ME 04097
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. August 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to
the taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most
informed anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has
declined significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be
known for some time. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers,
along with a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the
TEesOUrce.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact, this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. The
recent increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing
public, who are being deprived of a public resource.

¥n addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro-
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in thewr waters.
 The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti-recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely; U\')

George\Watson-

P.0. Box 2781

South Portland, ME 04116. . ..
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Auvgust 12, 2003

Ame Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. ‘

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be known for some time -
in the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as

a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their cominercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, 50 it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT BEOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely,

¢F Moy FAw
Uihotirh, Mans. . 505
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lanpe, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fishermaiy, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recteational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be kniow for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public

‘who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching discased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripets landed i the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught m their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;
Sk STrecele
?c) ga\F & o

S, aorderary y A Oree 1
1072872003 03:10PM
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August 13, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement 10 open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, mast informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
intoe the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as 2 huge puiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the contimued -
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 o 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ.

That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing
public who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there bave been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught i their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMES to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely

oA
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Gregory T. Dunn
3 Hermitage Drive
Gales Ferry, CT 06335
(860) 464-2957

August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

PDear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking of striped
bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel
strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality over the last
few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial
increases will not be know for some time into the fiture. What is known is that more than 3,000,000
recreational anglers, as well as a buge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states to make it
easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as
the result of a 6 1o 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been against
reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing
public who ate being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a large
percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass catry a dangerous micro bacterial infection. Anglers i the New
England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be
infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will
pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of fish
caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to alt fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The fish peed
this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly attacked as anti
recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMF5 to do the nght
thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerel
S|

Aagoeey /.

Gregory T. Dunn

10/28/2003 03:10PM
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~ Augnst 12,2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries:
National Marive Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ 1o the
taking of striped bass.

~ Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMEFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as weil
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressutg on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the FEZ was speatheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the resuit of 2 6 to § vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large petcentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass catry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected, Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and 5C which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NME'S is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

T Moo fi bt W/M%
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August 12, 2003 ¥/i5/az lﬂ / 53
Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Stlver Spring, M 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. '

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishung has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued

availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

- The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a € to 5 vote, hardly 2 mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been

reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. '

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here isa ch:mce for NMES to do the nght ﬂnng DO NOT REOPEN

W.L. Shlpman ~ ' .
240 Gales Ferry Rd. Groton CT. 06340
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Angust 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fishenies Division

Office of Sustainable Fishertes
National Marine Fishenies Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed

anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3.000.000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued

availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishenmen to catch more striped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFEC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, bardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopemng the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

“In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been

reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.

 NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!
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August 12, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Qffice of Sustainable Fisheries
National Manne Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMEC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the Jast few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is kmown is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
a8 a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fisherrmen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and strpers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, Nii, CT, DC, NI, P4, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. ‘

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for siriped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOFEN
THE EEZ TQ STRIPED BASS FISHING!! ‘

Sincerely,

[ {féz/g/ﬂw&

Medbe A 414 02155
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Naticnal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Roeom 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange
As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppese any movement to open the EEZ to the

taking of striped bass. As a Charter Captain I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. I could stand to make money chasing striped bass in the wintertime as

, they migrate down our coast but prefer to see them have a place where they can move

without exploitation.

Despite some highiy questionabie population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly
in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the
most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future,
What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a huge guiding and
tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass
fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource. ‘ . . . S

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal
ctates to make it easier for thelr commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this
measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of
public comment has cansistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial
harvest cormes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a
public resource.

Irs addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports
that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry-a dangerous micro bacterial
infection. Ahglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it js
inavitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police
an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states
like ME, NH, CT, RC, NJ, PA, and SC, which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass.
The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is
constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation sthic. Here
is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REQPEN THE EEZ TQ STRIPED BASS
FISHING!H ! -

—
Ty ol -

; } —
Sincerelyr, PLEASL'; .

Captain Skip Slomski
224 Greenland Beach Read
Baltimore, MD 21226
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly guestionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas bave increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued

availability of pood striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearhcaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commereial fishermen 10 catch morte striped bass,
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently beett against 1eOpening the EEZ. That
increase in comimercial harvest comes at the expense of the recteational {ishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, s0 it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will posc
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off lisnits to all fishing for stripers, aud serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational hshing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

Michael Caffrey rd-Yi Rlack H‘wt S
Uxbridge MA, :
ots5b9
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Anne Lange. Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
MNational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking
of striped bass.

Desprte some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
overthe last few years as commercial quotas have imcreased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some tirne into the future. What is known is
that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers. as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry
along the East Coast, depend on the continued avatlability of good striped bass fishing. We do
not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more stiped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public
comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ, That increase in commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states fike ME, NH, CT,
DC, NJ. PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance
for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REQPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!H!

Sincerely;

32 WoedhmortDs -
Narebeld T 06260
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August 17, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fishaties
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room: 13317
Silver Sprirgg, MD 20910

- Degr Ms. Lange

As 2 personal use stripad bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement: to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-share striped bass recreational fishing has dedlined significantly
in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The affects of the
most recent round of corpmercial increases will not be known for some time into the future.
What is known is that more than 2,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a huge guiding and
tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass
fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal
states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this
measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 3 G to 5 volg, hardiy a mandate. Evary measurs of
public commert has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in comrmercial
harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are beirg deprived of a
public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports
that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial
infection. Anglers in the New Englard states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is
inevitable that stripers in the FEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police
anh opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states
like ME, NH, CT, DC, MJ, PA, and SC which do rot allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The FEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for stripad bass.
The fish nead this refuge. There is no valid, sdentific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is
constantly attacked as anti recreatiorml fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here
i< & chance for NMF5S to do the rght thing. DO NOT RECPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS
FISHING!H

Sincerely,
George M. Hughes Jr.
3316 Barbour Di.

Vimginia Beach, VA 23456
george@virginiabeachflyfishing.com
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