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Annc Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fishenes Ihvision
Qffice of Sustainable Fisheries
National Manine Fisheries Scrvice

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA} is a national, grassroots potitical action.
organization representing individual sport fisherimen and the sport fishing industry. Asa
member of the RFA, T respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass
fishing. ﬂ

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
ocewrring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. FExtensive coastal

- migrations of striped bass occur anpually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish

are large breeders, Dunng these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that
hold forage and use these arcas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of
bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, smali and large mesh trawls,
mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have shown that there is
already a sighificant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial
bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratonum until this 1s addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concems about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the
striped bass in the EEZ are Jarger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to

- enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass arc far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge NMFES
to continue the striped bass harvest moratoriuty it the EEZ indefinitely or until time in
which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respectfu ubmitted,

7 Anthony Capone
1779 Mill Creek Roadt

Mapahawkin, NJ 08050
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal hshemg Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
MNational Marine Fisheries Service .
1315 East-West Hichway, Room 13317
Stlver Spring, MI) 20910

Fax (301) 713-0506

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alhance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, Asa
member of the RFA, [ respectfully wrre NMES t0 keop the EEZ elosed o stoped bass
fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurning in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders, During these migrations, stripers agprepate on bottom features that
hold forage and use these arcas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of
- bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gilinets, small and large mesh trawls,
\_/ mid-water trawls and pair trawls, On the water observations have shown that there is
already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the FEZ due 1o commercia)
bycatch, 1t would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriume unti] this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are voncerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock, Many of the
striped bass in the EEZ are farger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
mereased pressurc on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be (hrealened,

_ Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coasta)
- compmumities ‘to be compromised by Opcnmg the EEZ at this time. | Strongly urge NMFS
. to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or untit time in
which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Anthony Capone |
1779 Mill Creek Road
Manahawkin, NJ 08050

101772003 02:08PM
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Annpc Langs
Sepremker 3, 2033
138 Lorerta Lane
Bear. DE 18701

chief, State-Federal Fisheries Rivision

nffice of Sustainzble Pisheries

Natimna. Marime Fisheries Service

1315 Eazst-west Highway. Room 13317

Zrlve? Spring, MR 20910

Faw {(301) 713-0594

Pear Mz. Lange:

The Recreational Fishimg Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots
politizal accion organizaciem representing irdividual sport fishermen
and the gport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I respestiully
urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. '

Tirst, MMFE must :fdrass the commercial byeacch of seriped bags that is
aready ovourring in the EEZ befeore opening these waters Lo

dirccted fishories. Extensive ceamtal migrations of striped bass ocewer
anmually in che Mid-Arlamtie EEZ and many of these fish are large
breeders. During thece migrations, large numbers of bhass are
particularly vnlnezable te commercial nets. On the water observations
have shown that there iz already a signifisant amount of striped bass
morkaliky in the EEZ due to commercial byecacch., Tt would nobt ke
appropriacte to remove the moratorium wntil this is addrossed.

Smcond, ac Amendmenit 6 states, there are concerns about the relative
lack af larger fish in the stock. Lifting thé moratorium would place
2n incrsased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which
aAmendment § sesks.to ephence. Thus, the long-term sustainability of
the gtock would be threstencd.

rurthermere, an open harvesc of skriped bass in the EEZ ceuld cause.
the fishing mortality rate vo exeead cthe targets seb in Amendment &.
Increased effort and lendings in the EEZ could then result in mere
restrichive management measures for recrearticnal fishermen such as
higher minimum size limics, reduced bag limits, and sherter seasons
which would surely add up to lost oppertunities for the recreaticnal
fighing sectoz.

Striped bass ars far coo valuable Co che recreational fishing sector
and coastal communicies to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this
rime. T strongly urge NMFE to continue the srriped basz hervest
moratcrium in the EREZ.

Respectfully Submitcted,

Bruce >. Hasﬁiﬁénx 11T

idwee M. /M"?M T
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Anne Lange. H ;}‘?ﬁ7

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division : f
Office of Sustainahle F isheries '
National Marine Fisheries Service - ‘ ' i
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317 !
Silver Spring, MD 20910 | i
Fax (301) 713-0596 S

Dear Ms. Lange: - ' i
ThE‘Recre.atidnai Fishing Alliance (RFA} is a national, grassroots quflitical‘ action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing miflustry. As a
member of the RFA, I respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to stiiped bass
fishing. S i |

i
#

. First, NMFS must address the commercial bycateh of striped bass.thgt Is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Exteflsive coastal
Tnigrations of striped bass oceur aunually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many, of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom fedtures that
hold forage and use these arezs as winter feeding grounds. This makes large inumbers of
bass vulnerable to commercial fishing pear such as gillnets, small and Targe § esh frawls,
mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water sbservations have shown that there is
_ U already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to con nercial
: bycatch. It would not be apptopriate to remove the moratorium until this is afidressed,
i :

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Manaﬁ?emem Plan
states, there arc concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the
striped bass in the EEZ are Jarger fomales, Lifting the moratorium would plage an
increased pressure on the stoék of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 segks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the gtock would be threatened

S . :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector anclﬁcoastal N
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly airge NMFS
to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in
which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal. Lo

o 'Resﬁctmu - Submitted, .' - |

qJ o

?;10/17/2003 02:08PM
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Ms. Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

MNational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 3
VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing Industry.
As & mernber of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped

bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that Is already
ocCurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive
coastal migrations of striped bass oocur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish
are large breaeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate oh bottom features
that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large
numbers of bass vulnerable to commerdiatl fishing gear such as gitlnets, small and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass rmortality in the EEG
due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium

untii this Is addressed.

Second, as Amendmant 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concemns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of
the striped bass In the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of oider, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance. Thus, the lang-term sustainabllity of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opaning the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge

NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium In the EEZ indefinitely or until
time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal,

RESPECE“"V: S I'nitt&d, LAY . B ' . - * '- i .- -

Clevd SeNec.
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| Ms. Anne Lange

|‘ Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange;

The Recreational Fishing Alllance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
arganization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry.

‘ As a member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped
-~ .- .. bassfishing._ o -

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring In the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive
coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders, During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features
that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large
numbers of bass vulnerabie to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality i the EEG
e due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriurm
(g,) until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative lack of farger fish in the stock. Many of
the striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.
Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge
NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium In the EEZ indefinitely or until
tirme in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,
- By P 00

1071772003
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Annc Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

\,_J Cfice of Sustainable Fisheries '
National Marine Fisheries Service

'1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

V1A FACSIMILE (3061 713-0596
D[¥ear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action arganization representing individual
spott fishernren and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RF A, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ

closed 1o striped bass fishing.

First, MMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped hass that is already occurring in the EEZ before opening
these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ
and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are partioularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass
mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It wonld not be appropriate to remove the moratorivm until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendmeni 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Lifting the
moratorivm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance.
Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to exceed the targets set
in Amendment &. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result in more restrictive management measures
for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would
surely add up o lost opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

T Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be compromised by
U apening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continve the striped bass harvest moraterium in the EEZ.

Sincerely, i
wandlnte i FLB 4
Address: AT éﬁﬁﬁ/ ST T o L
City:r_f.fz:.,e-:z;zf St/ state: 2T Tt f 02
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisherias Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marme Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the cormmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of stniped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
wbservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. : '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, jarger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tetm sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. .

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more festrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mmnimum size
lirnits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comununities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

czdfo Al 2L 2
e

5ipnature

IFISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Ms. Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange;

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry.
As a member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped
bass fishing, : : SR . C ‘ ‘ .

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive
coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features
that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds, This makes large
numpers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEG

‘due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium
until this is addressed, ‘

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of
the striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainabllity of the stock would be threatened,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge
NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorfum in the EEZ indefinitely or until

. .time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal,

Respectfully Submitted,

/Za/AfZf)z?:ufﬁ@2’w .
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
Organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. Asa
member of the RFA T tespectfully urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass
fishing.

First, NMFS must address'the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already

occumng in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal

are Jarge breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that
hold forage and use these areas a5 winter feeding grounds, This makes large numbers of

bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls,

states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the

increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would bhe threatened,

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
Communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, | strongly urge NMFS

.10 continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in.the EEZ indefinitely or until time-in

which we more clcarly understand the consequences of its removal

espectfully Sub_l itted,
WM
¥ |

=
iR

F“". . Mr Raymum{ll Fierney
34 Kansas R
L Egg Hbr NJ 08057-1037
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‘ U James H. Low
50 Sweetmeadow Dnive
Nortih Kingstown, Rhode Tsland 02852-5930

Septernber 2, 2003

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301} 713-0586

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, | respectfully urge NMFS to keap the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycateh of striped basg that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large
breeders, During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerabie to

Co cormmercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
U amaunt of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycateh. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moraterium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of siriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
- then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasans which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Siriped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

Hmer /f-‘ﬁ»/"’—

ames H. Low

101772003 02:08PM
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-/ Ms. Anne Lange

'Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry.
As a rmember of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped

bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before apening these waters to directed fisherias. Extensive
coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features
that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large
numbers of bass vulnerable to commaerdial fishing gear such as gilinets, small and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEG
due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium
until this is addressed.

u Sacond, as Amendment & of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concemns about the refative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of
the striped bass in the EEZ are larger famales. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increasad pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeaks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Stripad bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge
NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratartum in the EEZ indefinitaly or until
time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted, ﬂ ,ﬂ m{,ﬂ .
. : é?/vt?, : ot
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[Chicf, Siate-Federal Fisherics Division

Oiffice of Sustaimablc Fisherics ‘

National Marine Fisherics Service 3 z j
1315 Easl-West Highway_ Room 13317
Silver Spring. MD 20910

ViA FACSIMILE 301-713-05%
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recrcational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national. grassroots political action erganization reproscting
individuat sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, | tespectfully urge NMF§ to
keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS mmst addross the compercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the EEZ before
opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Fxiensive coastal migrations of striped bags occor innally in the EEZ

"I and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations. stripers aggregate on bottom features that hold

forage and use thesc areas as winter eeding prounds. This makes large numbcrs of bass volncrable 10 cotmercial
fishing pear such as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls. mid-water tawls and pair trawls, On the waler
obscrvations have shown that there is already a signilicant amount of striped buss mortalitv in the EEG due to
commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate (o remove the thoratoriom umil this is addrossed.

Sccond, a5 Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Managcment Plun states. there are concerns sbout the
relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of {he striped bass in the EEZ. ire larger [emales, Lifting the
moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older. larger fish. which Amendment 6 seeks 1o
chance. Thus, the lonp-erm sustainability of the stock would be (heeatened.

Siriped bass are far too valuablc 1o the recreational fishing sector and coustal communilies o be compromised by

opening the EF7. a1 this time. | strongly urge NMFS (0 continue the striped bass hanvest monitorium in the FEZ
indefinitely or until time in which we more clearty understand the consequences of its removal

Respectfully Submitted, M ’47( g;_ 4 é é &
) - / -
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Anne Lange |

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Oﬂipe of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 133 17
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alianc :
& NI 2 {RFA) is a pational, or: vt <
representing individual sport fishermen and the spott fishing m;;:sﬂlfm;f: political action organizatio
‘r«:spectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped basg fisilinga member of the REA T

First, NMFS must-address the co i
| ] \ _ x mmercial bycatch of sidped b is ;
;l;zSEﬁubefor&;ﬂﬂwﬂmg thes_e waters _tu directed fisheries. Exmngve Cgsﬂz;hlaltm{s a;im y occ:‘u.n“in £ in
55 occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large brid;;mg . s_mpi '
_ = During these

t ; - s . . i -
:v E;:C};] Lﬁ:j]l% rtﬁ:ningr;fmi:: e“];ould pl?i*c; an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
Am nce. Lhus, the long-term sustainabiiir o
| hanc . y of the stock would be

threataned. :

Bmits, reduced bag limi z i
ced bag limits, and shorter seasons which woujd surzly add up to lost OPPortunities for th
I e

Striped bass.are far too vahiable to th i
. ‘ : € recreational fishing sector apd ¢ nitj
Eﬂ compronuseq by operung the EEZ at this time, I strongly u;rgcgNMFS to e CDHlltnllrithes -
arvest moratorium in the EEZ, : oRRe the striped bass

Respectfilly Submitted,

R

Séﬁmwﬁ ﬁp ﬁf C;jJ
IFISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

HO. 343 FEle

Office of Sustainable Fisheries ;‘)F‘n A
National Marine Fisheries Service ‘? 70 /@ H
1315 East-West Highway, Roormn 13317

Silver Spring, MO 20910
Fax (301} 713-0506

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA} Is a national, grassroots political

action organization representing individual sport fishermen and tha sport
fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, | respectfully urge NMFS o keep the

B

S

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurming in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisherdes.

Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic
EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, large
numbers of bass are particularly vulherable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped
bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycateh. it would not be appropriate
to remove the moratorium unti] this is addressed.

Secnnd, as Amendment 6 states, there are concemns about the refative lack of
larger fish in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased
pressure on the stock of older, farger fish, which Amendment 8 seeks to enhance.

e LhUsg, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped hass in the EEZ could cause the fishing
moriglity rate fo exceed the targets sel in Amendment 8, Increased effort and
fandings in the EEZ could then result in mare restriclive managemsnt measures
for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size limits, reduced bag
limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost oppOrtumtles for
the racraationaf fishing sector.

Siriped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge
NMFS to confinue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectully Submi

F\ﬁi_ [

Monday, September 01, 2003 America Online: Narrastone
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Anne Lange MU

I Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
‘ -/ Office of Sustainable Fisheries

: National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
repiesenting individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass
occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock.

y Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which
\_/ Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to
exeeed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for
the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Sincerely,

Name: Qf(}\‘lj g@//)(f’ -
Address Jﬁ_’ﬁﬁ_ﬁ&@ms_wm

: Clty 1‘7/05;1{.@3 | State:N Ez . le | z { 345 :

http://www.savefish com/shannlangeletter htm G/3/2003
101772003 02:08FPM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustajnable Fisheries
Mational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) i a national, grassroots political action
.-organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a.
member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass
fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opaning these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that
hold forage and use these areas as winter feedig grounds. This makes large numbers of
bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls,
mid-water trawls and pair tawls. On the water observations have shown that there is
- already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial
K‘Q bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the
striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance. Thus, the long-tern sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
comimunities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tiine. I strongly urge NMFS
to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or unt1I tme in
which we more clearty understand the consequences of its removal, ‘

Respectfully Submitted,
v
RLUSLLN ﬂ\zv\e&@\
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Faderal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a
member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass
fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur anmually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that
hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of
bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls,
mid-water traw]s and pair trawls. On the water observations have shown that there is
already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial
bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishgry Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative Jack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the
sttiped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock woyld be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreationgl fishing sector and coastal
comnunities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongfy urge NMFS
to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in
which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respg

‘Richard P,.Stasiewicz

102 Sharowvale rd .

Cherry Hill, N.J.

1071772003
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Bill Stamatis

66-18 79" Place
Middle Vii!age, NY 11379

August 28, 2003

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service \

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD- 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political
action organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing
industry. As a member of the RFA, | respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ
closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is
already occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries.
Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass ocour annually in the Mid-Atlantic
EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers
aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass‘_‘vulnerable.to commercial
fishing gear such as gillnets, small and largé riesh trawls,‘mid-water trawls and
pair trawls. On the water observations have shown that there.is already a
significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial
bycateh. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ‘ o :

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery
Management Plan states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the
moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the
stock would be threatened. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and
coastal communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. |
strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ
indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the consequences
of its removal. ‘

= ”RESpEQﬁU”YfSU?nﬂﬂédﬁ" il?.3 e
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Chisf, State-Federal Fisheries Division | ?W'm 36/

' Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301} 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ, before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass
occur annuglly in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
ntigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
obscrvations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mottality in the
EEZ duedto commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

S:acgnd, as Amcndqlent 6 states, there are coneerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock.
Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which
Amendment 6 seeks 1o enhance. Thus, the iong-term sustainability of the stock would be

W threatened,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishig g mortali

» ; Ity rate to
Fxcced the targets. set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the BEEZ, could gcn result
In more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be

compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I stron NMFS o conti .
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. gly urge ontinue the striped bass

Name: e eo {_'UAM:

Address: /f—Q { gl'fa,u AVE Pet 33
City: 5 ,'E State: AJ¥ Zip: __3s 4/

hitp://www.savefish.com/shanniangeieticr htm : 97772003
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-Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Easi-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a nafional, grassroots political action
Organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, T respectfuily urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal
) migrations of striped bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
v . large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a sigmficant
amount of striped bass mertality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate i0 remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns abour the relative lack of larger figh
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendmment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
tate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector, ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge NMFS to
contine the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

O3 M

101772003 02:08PM
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Amne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainsble Fisheries

National Marine Fisherigs Service

1315 Fast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) ’213—0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political agtion
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a2 member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these figh are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbets of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercig] bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifiing the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ, could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communitics to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moraterium in; the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

_: <
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Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Fast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is = national, grasstoots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and fhe sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial byestch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisherics, Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur anmally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ, and many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large nwmbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commervial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already 2 significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ diie to commercial bycatch. I would not be
appropriate o remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorfum would Place an increased pressurs on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would bg threatened,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to oxceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ, could
then result in more resirictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, I strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest meratorium in the BEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

1071772003
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Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

| Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliarice (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fisking industry. As 8 member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the comunercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EE7Z and Many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt wonld not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium wmtil this is addressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,

FE25

RAMSOME EMGIME 215 245 2779 PLEZSUG

larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enharnce. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock |

wonld be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate 1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Iandings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
comununities 1o be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, [ strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.

Respectfnlly Submitted,

1071772003
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Anmne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots ﬁnlitical action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, [ respectfilly urge NMES t0 keep the EEZ, closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ, before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to
commereial nets. On the water observations have shown that there s already a significant
amount of striped bass moriality in the EEZ due to comrmercial bycatch. It would not bs
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns zhout the relative lack of larger fish
In the stock. Lifting the moratorium woyld place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
wolld be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive manegement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, | strongly urge NMFS 1o
continue the striped bass harvest moratoriurn in the EEZ.

1071772003
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Anne Lange C
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Rooms 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ befors opeting these waters to direcied fisherjes. Extensive coastal
D migrations of striped bass occur annuaily in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
-/ large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycateh. Tt would not be

appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressad.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendrment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermnore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector,

_ Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

O G g

Signature .
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1313 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0896

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, gragsroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMEFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal
o migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
LY large breeders. During these migrations, large mumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial hets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amourt of siriped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorivm until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the meratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of oider,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, au open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this fime, | strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

.

L} Signature
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Ms. Anhe Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-Wast Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political sction
organization representing individuat sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry.
As a member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped

bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Exdensive
coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of thase fish
are large breeders, During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom featuras
that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large
numbers of bass vuinerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pait trawls. On the water observationg have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEG
due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium
until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative fack of larger fish in the stock. Many of

 the striped bass in the EEZ are farger famales. Lifting the moratorium wolld place an

increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 sesks to
enhance, Thus, the long-tarm sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreations! fishing sector and coastal
communities to he compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge
NMFS to continue the striped bass harvast moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until
time in which we more clearly understand the coensequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,

[
T e
riiest Cimadamore

President

1071772003
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Ms. Arine Lange

Chlef, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisherles Service

1315 East-West Highway, Roam 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms, Lange:

HO. 343 PE3E

1-610-631-6409 p-1

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) Is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry.
As a member of the RFA, I respectfuily urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped .

bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial by catch of striped bass that is already
occurriag in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive
coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features
that hold forage and use these areas as winter-feeding grounds. This makes large
numbers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gllinets, small and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEG
dua to commercial by cateh. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium

until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of
the striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure an the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 saaks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustzainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge
NMF5 to continue the stripad bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ indeflnitely or until
tima in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submiited,

LV By

101772003 02:08PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Hiphway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

 Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA} is a national, grassroots political action
organizgtion representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycateh of striped bass that is already
occutring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
_ migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
s large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
somtnercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already 2 significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-terin: sustamability of the stock
wonld be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass i the EEZ could cause the fishing mcrtality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in mors restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
comununities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass hatvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Subrmitt

[

w Signitire

101772003 02:08PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Figheries
Nationsal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD} 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
~ of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
accurting in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migraticns of striped bass occur anmally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are

\,,,/ large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly viulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium wntil this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatmed

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortslity
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

101772003 02:08PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisherias Division
Office of Sustainahle Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20210

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the cormmercial bycateh of striped bass that is slready
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur anmually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of hass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Ry

Second, as Amendment § states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorivin would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance Thus, the long-term sustamability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
tninimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Iost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submijtted,

o s
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fishenes Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596 \

Dear Ms. Lahge:

The Recrestional Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
. migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
N large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there 1s already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment & states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks t0 enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
" then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
comimunities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. [ strongly urge NMFES to
continue the striped bass harvest meratorium in the EEZ.

Respec;/tfyubﬁ,
) W

101772003 02:08PM
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Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fishenes Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Figheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-059¢ \

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member

of the RFA, T respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commetcial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a sipnificant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ duc to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger figh
in the stock, Lifting the moratorinm would place an in¢reased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tenm sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
tminimun size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respegtfully Submitted,

1071772003
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurming in the EEZ before epening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders, During these migrations, large nurnbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of oider,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

- Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such ag higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time,. I strongly urge NMFS (o
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

LD
m@/ | \-\3
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Dmsmn
Office of Sustainable Fisheries -
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596,

Dzar Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
orgamzation representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member

of the RFA, | respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the cornmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
ocourring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive ¢oastal
o migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
N/ large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due 10 commertcial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorivn until this 1s addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concems about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long term sustainability of the stock
wonld be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to

continue the striped bass harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted

A / r

U | Signature "
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910 .

Fax (301) 713-05%¢ ‘ ' .

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
crganization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member

of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycaich of siriped bass that is already
ocourring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of stnped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass montality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be

appropriate to remove the moratorium util this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,

larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would he threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would Surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by epening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to

continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted,

MW%-

Signature
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Anne Lange

Chief, Stata-Federal Fisheries Division
{fTice of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marnine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
‘of the RFA, T respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to siriped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EBZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
u migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there 15 already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this 1s addressed.

Second, as Amendment ¢ states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an inereased pressure on the stock of oider,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of siniped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. In¢reased effort and landings in the EEZ could
i then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational {ishermen such as higher
| minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and sharter seasons wiuch would surely add up io lost

opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.
Striped bass are far too valuable t¢ the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to
| continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted, N

w 74
— . ﬁignaturc
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Ms. Anne Lange ‘

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Nafiopal Marine Fisherias Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Saturday, September 13, 2003

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA)} is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry,

As a member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS fo keep the EEZ closed to striped
bass fishing. , ;

First, NMFS must address the commercial by catch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive
coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish
are large breaders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features
that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large
numbers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, smail and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEG
due to commercial by catch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium
untii this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative |ask of larger fish in the stock. Many of
the striped bass in the EEZ are larger fernales. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 secks tg
enhange. Thus, the teng-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge
NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ Indefinitely or until
time in which we more clearly understand the consequencas of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms Léi-lge:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishcrmen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfilly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that js already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migraricns, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerabie to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. : |

Second, as Amendment 6 states, therc are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ couid then result

i more restactive mmnagetrent measures for recreational fishermensuciras higher minmRim size

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which wonld surely add up to Jost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continve the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Respectfully Subrnitt
s
Signaters 7 _
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Ms. Anne Lenge

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD} 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is & national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS rnust address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Dwring these
migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulnetable to commercial fishing gear such
a8 gilinets, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEG due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this

is addr&sacd

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantm Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are
concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ
are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance Thus, the Iong term sustainability of the
stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the
consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,

101772003 02
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Ms. Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
: Office of Sustainable Fisheries

i National Marine Fisheries Service

| 1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
' Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commerciat bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of sttiped
bass occwr annually in the EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Duting these
migrations, stripers aggregate on botiom features that hold forage and use these ateas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulderable to corunercial fishing gear such
as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water .
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEG due to commercial bycatch. It would not be approprigte to remove the moratorium until this

18 addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are
concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the stniped bass in the EEZ
are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pregsure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the

stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable fo the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the
consequences of 1ts removal.

pectfully, Submitted,

Yo/
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Ms. Anne Lange .
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Divigion
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Naiional Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already ocourring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, stripers aggregate on botiom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such
as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEG due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the motatorium until this

is addressed.

Second, 45 Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are

concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ

are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of

older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the
stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the
consequences of its removal.

Respectiully Submitted, ~

CRhoabdr U]
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Ms. Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 201-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport ﬁs]:u.ng industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commereial bycateh of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annuatly in the EEZ and many of these fish ave large breeders. During these
migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulnerable to cornmercial fishing gear such
as gillnets, small and large mash trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls, On the water |
o observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
e EEG due to commercial bycateh. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this

iz addressed.

Second, a3 Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are
concemns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ

are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the
stock would be threatened. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium m the EEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the
consequences of its removal.

Respectfully SubﬁliﬁEd,

Jorusdue. Mere 410103

Tanishig, Moore,
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Ms, Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange: o

The Recreationa) Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectiully mrge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycateh of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annuaily in the EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, stripers aggregate on bottorn features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large mumbers of bass vultierable to commercial fishing gear such
as gilinets, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water _
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEG due to commercial bycateh, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this

'is addressed.

decond, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are
concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ
are larger fernales. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the
stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commumities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continne the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the FEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the
consequences of its removal.
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Ms. Anne Lapge ‘ |5 i
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service .
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish ate large breeders. During these
migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulrierable to commercial fishing gear such
as gillnets, small and Jarge mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water .
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEG due to commercial byeatch. It would not be a;ppropmate to remove the moratorium until this

15 addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are
concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ
are larger ferales, Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the
stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly undnrstand the
consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,

| /Vd%ﬁfe 00&/7[7’5“*’*
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Ms. Anne Lange -
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division |
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Sitver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing jndividual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,,
I respectfuily uege NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

Fitst, NMFES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur apnually in the EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass valnerable to commercial fishing gear such
as gillnets, small and larpe mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. Op the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEG due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this

15 addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are
concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ
are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability-of the

stock would be threatened.

P4

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be

compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium m the EEZ indefinitely or vntil time in which we more clearly understand the -

conseguences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,
M e
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Ms. Anne Lange Jj G“Q’[ a
Chicf, State-Federal Fisheries Division 4
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational F ishiﬁg Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmually in the EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom featires that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large mumbers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such
as gillnets, small and Isrge mesh trawls, mid-water trawls snd pair trawis. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
./ EEG due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the motatorium until this

is addressed. -

second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlaptic Striped Bass Fishery Management Flan states, there are
concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ
are larger females. Lifting the rnoratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainabitity of the
stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. ] strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium. in the EEZ indefimtely or until time in which we more clearly understand the
consequences of its removal.

pectiulfy Submitted,
S I LAAAA
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Ms. Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Nagional Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA,
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that 15 already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
hass oceur annually in the BEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, sttipers aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such
as gillnets, small and large mesh traw]s, mid-water trawls and pait trawls. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEG due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this

15 addressed.

Second, as Amendreent 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, thete are
concerns ahout the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ
are larger females, Lifting the moratorium would place an incressed pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the

stock would be threatened.
Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the
consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,
A Ke

Fbhuwiha
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