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-+ Sustainable Fisheries

- orul Marine Fisheries Service

- L Lot -West Highway, Room 13317

wibest Spring, MD 20910

i~ Lange:

{e Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots pohtical action organization
+ieenting Jndividual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
woeinectidily urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in

+ 1/ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
+ v ur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
@t sens. large numbers of bass are particularly volnerable to commercial ners. On the water
v = atons have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
L7 biv 1o commercial bycateh. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

Lo s
I N T

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
+ "lling the moratorium would place an'increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

- vinendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
TN . ’ :

I urthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
@ vl the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
v restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

vt nediced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
el fishing sector.

~triped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

v wspromised by opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
oo snoratorium in the EEZ. '
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Anne Lan

Chief, State-Federal Fisheriey Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Narional Marinc Fisherics Service

1315 Esst-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MID 20910

ax (101) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange,

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 4 national, grassroots political action organization representing indi-
vidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member o?:he REA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep
the EEZ closed to striped bass fiehing. : e
ek, DINES ddress the commercial byeatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the EEZ beforc
¢ difected fishéties. E#tErisive coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-
Arlantic EEZ and many of these fish are Jarge breeders, During these migrations, stripcrs aggregare on bottor feas
tures that hold forage and use these arcas as winter feeding grounds. This makes larpe numbers of bass vulnerable to
cammcrcial fishing gear such as gillnets, stnall and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair teawls, On the water
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ, due to com-
wareial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorinnm until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Arlantic Striped Bass Fishery Manapement Plan states, there are concerns ahbout
the relative lack of Jarger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ are r females. Lifting the
moratorium would place an inereased pressure oh the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance, Thus, the Tc}ng*term sustainability of the stock would be threatened. :

Striped bass are fac too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics to be compromised by
opsning the EEZ at this rime, | strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratotium in the EEZ
indefinitely or until time in which we mote clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respeetfully Submiteed,
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Chief, State-Federa! Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Manne Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: _

Thé Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots poh‘ticé] action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing- _

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters io directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nes. On the water
observations Have shown that there js siready a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commetcial byeatch. It would not he appropriate to remove the moratoriurn until this 18
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratotium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, '
which Amendment 6 seeks to eobance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

" in moTe restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
lirmits; reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons Which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far toc valuable to the recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respectfully Submitted,

Wil Ot

Signamre .
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Anne Lange , - BN e

Chigt, State-Fedcral Fisheries Division -

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910 |

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing Industry. As a member of the RFA. 1

respectfulty urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. '

First, NMFS must address the comumercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurying in
{be EEZ before opering these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
rrigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to commercial pets. On the water
observations have shown that there 1s already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. 1t would not be appropriate {0 remove the moratorium until this 18
addressed. | ‘ |
Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CORCEINS about the relative lack of Jarger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure Ol the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
-~ threateped. '

Furthermore, an opeh harvest of siriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
1o excesd the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and lapdings in the EEZ could then result

e - {FOTE TESTICTIVE Fmagement rmeasures for recreational fishermEn suchras higher immonrsize——

fimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which wouald surely add up to lost ppportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. -

Striped bass are far 100 valnablé to the recreational fishing sector and coastal compunities o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tume. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass
harvest moratorium in the FEZ. \

| Respectfully Submﬂtwd@
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Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercizl bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commeteial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ‘

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks 10 enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. ‘
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate -

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then résult
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as hizher minimin size

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commmunities to

‘be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMF$ to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted,

IFISH » IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped

‘bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these

migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial ners. On the water
obscrvations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortakily n the
EEZ due 10 commercial bycaich. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addresscd,

Secand, as Amendment 6 statcs, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stoek. Lifting the moratorium would plage an increased pressurc on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks.to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wouid be
threatened. ‘ :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality ratc
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Tncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
il mwre restricrive Tanagemeni measures [ur recreational fishermen such as higher minrmum size -
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I stronely urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moraterivm in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

E.\j\fw\gw. wm

Signature

1FISH + 1 VOTE

10/17/72003  O4:41PM




1817 203
Sep 18 03 11:59a -

B4:19 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 352 PEE?

From: ,Dﬂ‘d (2 G@-\:{i\‘é’//_t_ : wo SEP is N
Mame A . evs
o f k2 J €D GnAZE U v
Address " Malre AN e Rt T N
Wj_mmi W oP2C
ity State  Zip ‘
Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service '
1315 East-West Highway, Room 15317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action orgarmization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFES to keep the KEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

‘Pirst, NMFS$ must address the cormercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large hreeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commescial nets, On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish n the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of siriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
0 more restrictive managerent measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
imits. reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. : PR

IFISH « 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisherics Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Laﬁgﬁ: “

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, gragsroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. |

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breadars. During these
migrations, large numbers of bags are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown thet there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

'EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the -
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets sct in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minirpum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ' :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge N MFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted. -

Cor ot b

Signature .
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Anne Lange o

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS o keep the EEZ7, closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS rust address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
mmigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulperable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a gignificant amonnt of striped bass moriality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CORCerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendmeat 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased affort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for fecreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing seCLOI.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respecyfully Submitted,

101772003 OU:41PM
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Anne Lange .
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: | .
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

- representing individnal sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurTing in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these

_ migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water

observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate io remove the moratorium wntil this is

addressed.

Second, as Arsendment 6 states, there are COncerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : ‘ :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could case the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set In Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measares for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size .
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratotium in the EEZ. :

Si Te
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 133 17
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action prganization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing mdustry- As a ember of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep ihe EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. |

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually i the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large gambers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormmercial nets, On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a sigmificant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycaich. It would not be appropriate to femove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment & states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish inthe
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to ephance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ~ -

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ codld__causa the fishing mortality rate
s.set iﬂ.;wpdn&!}!;i@wi@ff%;@d Jangdings in the FEZ could thep result .

e aore restriclive TIANAZEMEN! MEATUres for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

Jumits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportanities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valnable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commumnities to
be compromised by openiag the EEZ at this time- { strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratoriufm it the EEZ. :

Rﬁm_ﬁ/%mtted, |
Signature ‘47 ‘ |
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Anne Lange ‘

Chief. State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Natiopal Marine Fisheries Service

1215 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

DE;HVIS. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization
fepresenting in svidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of s

bass occur antually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large rurnbers of bass are particularly \ulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already @ significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate 10 T8MOVE the moratorium untdl this is
addressed. ' : '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CONCEMS ahout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an ipcreased pressure On the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to ephance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. o '
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality tate
\ to exceed the targets sel in Amnendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ couid then resnlt
. grmoreTeStTictive MANagement Muasures for recreational fishermen such a3 higher minimonr8ize
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons Which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.’ ‘

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comnﬁlnities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at rhis time. 1 strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Rx::?;qpf:ctfullj,r Submitted,

Eé//ﬁ_
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustamable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service '
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance ‘(RFA) is a national, grassroots pa]itical action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these watets to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commereial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ’

Second, as Armendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative Jack of larger fish in the
~ stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, Jarger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of siriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Tncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
fimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. . .

~ Respectiully Submitted,
: Signature ‘ 4,// (/ .

1FISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange .
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheties Service ‘
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA)is & national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA. 1
respectfully urge NMEFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to siriped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commecial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in

the EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of stripsd

~ bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large pumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already @ significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ, due 10 commercial byeatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium. until this i
addressed. . |

Second, as Amendment 6 states. {here are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock: Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wounld be
threatened. ‘

~ Farthermore, &n open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

i moTe festrictive Management Measures for recreational fishermen such a8 higher minium size
limits, reduced bag Hmits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far o valuable to the recreational fishing SecLOT and coastal communities to
be compromsed by opening the EEZ at rhis time. | strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ :

Respectfully Submitted,
Signature ’ P/ q

1 FISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20010
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass ar¢ particularly vulnerable to commercial pets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial byeatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, thete are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Purthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ couid canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

-in moTe restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

firmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest motatorium in the EEZ., '

Respectfully Submitted,

1 FISH + 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries .

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-039¢0

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

© representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, [
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Exiensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oecur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Duting these
fmigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorinm until this is
addressed. ‘ : .

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium weould place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-termn sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ ¢ould then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minirpurm size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘ ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respactfully Submitted,
Afé/

IFISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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MName
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Address ;
Mo WTrtmes o, 1
Ciy State Zip
Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Hisheries Service

1315 East-Wast Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596 -

Drear Ms. Lange: _

 The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 4 member of the RFA. 1
respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed 10 striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these warers Lo directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually m the Mid-Atlantic BEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass arc particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ duc to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, thers are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increasced pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the 1ong-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. ‘ ‘

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rale
to excoed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings i1 the EEZ could then resnlt
in more festrictive minagement measures for recreational fishermen-such-as higher sinimvwn size _
limits, reduced bag lirnits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. .

. ‘Striped bass are far loo valuabie to Lhe recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. T strongly urge NMFS to contnue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ, :

Respectfully Submitted, '

Simnature

IFISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federat Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

Farst, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ hefore opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water
observations have shown that there is already 4 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of oider, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustamabﬂ.tty of the stock would be

- threatened,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mnrtality rate
1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational ﬁqhmg sector and coastal conrnunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tine. I strongly urge NMFES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

Signat

C:';ﬁ.ﬁﬂo IVOTE . ?‘
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Anne Lange

Chicf, State=-Federal Fisheries TDivision
Office of Sustainable Figheries

Nadonal Marine Fisheries Service '
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MI) 20910

Tax (301) 713-0596

Dicas Ms. Lange,

a———y L LR LBl LB

the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

moratorium would place an increased E
enhance. Thus, the long-term susraina

Respectfully Submitted,

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization mﬁﬁenw indi- 1
vidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I respectfully urge

First, NMFS must address the commereial bycatch of swiped bass that iz already oceurring in the EEZ before
opening these waters to directed fisharies. Estensive coasta). rigrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-
Artlantic EEZ and many of thesc fish are large breeders, During these migretions, suripers aggTemte on bottom fea-
rures that hold forage and use These areas a5 winter fesding grounds. Thiz makes large numbers of bass vulnerable to
commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and Jarge mesh trawis, mid-water teawls and pair trawls. On the water -
observations have shown that there is already 2
mercial bycarch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Adantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are Concerns about
the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ ate larger females. Lifting the

seure on the stack of oldez, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
ility of the stock wotld be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recrcational Gshing sector and coastal communities to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. T serongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorinm in the EEZ
indefinitely or untl time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

-y
1
1

FS to keep :

somificant amount of striped bass morrality in the EEZ due 1o com-
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i 7 ©ffice of Sustainable Fisheries.

st Step-Pedeit ¥ et Diision . fW‘ % f/ |

National Marine Fisheries Scrvice
1315 Easc-West Highway, Room 13317 =~
Silver Spring, MD 20910 ‘

. Fax (301) 713-05%6 ' e L T e

Dear Ms. Lange,

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a ﬁationa], prassroots palitical dction Stganization re reﬁ.:.ntihg-indi;
t vidual sport fishermen and the sport fisbing industry. As 2 meniber of the RFA, 1 respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep
! the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. - ' ‘ C o

~ First, NMFS must address the comemercial bycatch of striped bass that js already occurring in the EEZ befare.
opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur anraally in the Mid- .
Atlantis EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom fea-
rures thag hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulnerable to
commercial fishing gear such as gillners, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water rawls and pair trawls. On the water
obscrvations have shown that there is already 4 significant amount of stiiped bass morality in the FEZ due to com-
mercial bycatch. It would nat be appropriate to remove the moratorium untl this is addressed. :

Second, as Amendment & of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fidmg Management Plan states, there are concerns abour
the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ are Jarger females. Lifting the
moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which :%:nendment 6 secks to .
enhance. Thus; the fong_tcnn sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable ta the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ
indefinitely or unil time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal. SR

: Rcspectﬁlﬂy Submitted,

101772003 OU:41PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustamable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots politic'ai action Organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As & membet of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First. NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring n
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Exiensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vaolnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observarions have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to comtnercial bycatch. It woukd not be appropriate to remove the moratorium vntil this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CONCerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Liffing the rmoratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tetm sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restriclive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
Tirnits, reduced bag limits, and shorier seasons which would surely add up to lost opportuntties for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comunities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at {bis time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. '

Respectfully Submitted, .-
f,.—f”f .-f:-:‘/ r".‘. . "‘_.F!
i Af I - .
Aol e

Signature :

1 FISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief. State-Federal Fishexies Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries.
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%6

Dear Ms. Lange: | o
The Recreational Fishing Alljance (RFA) i$ 4 national, grassroots political action organization

. representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfolly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. '

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oCCUTTing M
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water

observations bave shown that there is already a significant amoupt of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ, due to commercial bycaich. It would not be appropriate 10 1emove the moratorium until this 15

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, thexe AT¢ CONCENS about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the motatorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks (0 enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Burthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set ‘0 Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ gould then result
in moTe restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

timits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘ '

Striped bass arc far (00 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. : .

Respect Submitted,
. | ~ w ‘
N ML - . '

Signal
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From:

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-055%6

Dedr Ms Lange

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA, [
respectfully urge NMF5 to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is alteady occutring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annuslly i the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Jt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment ¢ states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, lareer fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long—tem:l sustainability of the stock wnuld be -
threatened,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ ca;mld cause the fshing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resuit

"IN tHore testrictiveTTEnAgement measures for Tecreational fishermen such-as higher mitirmn-size— ~—--—

Limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportumities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 10 the recreational fishing sector and coastal commmnities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Sph

Sic

IFISH ¢ IVOTE
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©.-Chief, State-Federal Fishcﬁf.:s Diﬁsim

'~ Office of Sustainable Fisheries
" “National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange,

The Recreations] Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization representing indi-
vidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the REA, 1 respecthully urge NMF'S to keep-
the EEZ closed to striped bass ﬁ'ﬁ-ﬁlg. ' ' ‘ - '

" First, NMF$ rusr address the commersial bycatch of striped bass that is already occumring in the EEZ before
opening thesc waters to directed fisheries. Fatensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-
Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are Jarge breeders. During these migrations, suipers aggiegate on bottom fea-
tres that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass wilnerable to
commercial fishing gear such as gillners, small and large rmesh trawls, mid-wates trawls and pair trawls. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to com-
mercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to rémove the moratorium untll this is addressed.

Second, as Amendmeat é of the Adantic Striped Bass Fishety Management Plan states, there are concemns dbout

' the relative lack of Jarzer fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ are laﬁ females. Lifung the

moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of olde, larper fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhancz. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass arc far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coasta] communities to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to continue the stziped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ

indcfinitely or unti time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its reroval.

Rcspecrfully&;isitxed \p . - _ |
| X addre X ‘g.m;/_@‘cl&mﬂ
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisherjes Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries _
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MDD} 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbets of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to Temove the moratorium until this is
addressad.

Second, as Amendment & states, there are concerns about the relarive lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
" which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

_ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased cffort and fandings in the EEZ couid then result

I more TestAclive management measufes for récreationa fisherme n Such as highef Himimum§ize

timits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ ar this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
“harvest moratorium in the EEZ, L :
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Arne Lange

Chict, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenies.
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 133 17
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 7 13-0596

~ Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a membet of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

. First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
the BEZ before opening thesc waters 0 directed Osherics. Catensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particulatly vulnerable to coramercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycaich. Tt would not be appropriate o rEmMoYe the rporatorivm until this is
addresscd.

Second, as Amcndment 6 states, there are concerns aboul the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' : '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
(o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. increased cffort and landings in the EEZ could then result
0 MOFC [ESUICIIVE Management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher miniraum size
imits. reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 0o valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES io continue the striped bass
harvest meratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted.
“-. JJ/ Q)—gzﬁ{ 932 N oY /L
Sigohtire] \
I FISH ¢ L VOTE
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o Dear Ms. Lange:

‘ ) . . a tional, Zrassroots o
The Recreational Fishing ADZHCS riigdot Ehklnlg mﬁw. ‘ss 2 menrber of the RFA, 1

riped bass fishing.
fully ur eNMEStDkeeptheEEZﬂOBEﬂtoSt . o
e bass that is already occurrmg il

representing individual sport fisherroen and the sport

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped
the EEZ before open

NO.ES2  DE=T

Jan. 18 2884 @2:51PM PL-1

olitical action organization

) ) : - - ed
ng these waters 10 directed fisberies. Extensve coastal migrations of Stnpe

bass oceur anmiaily in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are lgrge breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water

observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of

striped bass mortality in the

EEZ due ta commercial bycateh. Tt would not be appropiiate to Temove the moratorium unil this 15

addressed.

Second, as Amendiment 6 states, there are concems sbout the relative lack of larger fishin the
ctock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainabitity of the stock would be

threatencd.

Furthermore, &n open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resull
0 MoTe restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum §ize

lirmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuabie to the recreational fishing sector and coastal COMImunities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS 10 continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted,

gignature 5 3 '

1FISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, Sta}e-Fﬁderﬁl Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

‘Natiopal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national. grassroots political action organization

. representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1

respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breedets. During these
rigrations, Jarge numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water
observarions have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial byeatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed. . ‘
Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns sbout the relative tack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. .
Furthermore. an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the ﬁshin'g mortality rate
to exceed the targers set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in more restrctive managemeni measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimuim size
limiiss, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too ‘vah.'lable to the recreational ﬁshing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. [ strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ' C

Respectfully Submitted, -

IFISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange :
. Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division !
. Office of Sustainable Fisheries ' |
. National Marine Fisheries Service
© 1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
 Silver Spring, MD 20910
* Fax (301) 713-0596

| Dear Ms. Lange: |

. The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
. the EEZ before opening these watets to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
_ bass occur anpually in the id-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish arc large breeders. During these
i migrations, large nuinbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 10 commercial nets. On the water
" observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
. EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the roratorinm until this is
| addressed. | |
] Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
| stock. Lifting the moratorum would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
1 which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
] threatened. : ‘ -
; furtherraore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
| to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
Ty TRore rcstricﬁvﬁ'mamge_m&nrmaasnms‘fur recreationat fishermen such as higher minimmun size
' limits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.
g Striped bass ate far too valuable 10 the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities t0
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS 10 continue the striped bass
| harvest moratorivm in the EEZ. ' :
Respectfully Submitted,

~

j#

1 FISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Natjonal Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 209106 -

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urpe NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS$ must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish arc large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that thete is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

. which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. :

Furthermote, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Asmendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities (o

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ. '
-
Respectfilly Submitted,
A

1 FISH « 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Maxine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individnal sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in

the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped

bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of thesc fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, larse numbers of bass are particulatly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortabty m the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorum until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concers about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. *

Furthermore, an opeén harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

" to exceed the targets set in Amendment &, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then-result .

" more Testrictive managemcit taeasures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surcly add up 1o lost opportuaities for the
recreational fishing sector.

 Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectiully Submitted,

1FISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a mernber of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NVFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the comumercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fsheries. Extensive coastal nigrations of striped
bass occur apnually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large mumbers of bass are particularly volnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
FEFZ. due to commercial byeatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratotium until this is
addressed.

“Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an'increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

 if: MoTe restrictive managerient measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minirmum size

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

| Striped bass are far too valusble to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ

- Respectfully Submitted,

N S Y
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Dvvision
Office of Sustamable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20610 '

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Aj]iance (RFA) 15 a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ ¢losed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ‘

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of laigar fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive managerment measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mininmam size
limits, reduced bag Hmits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respec

Sigfature
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Amne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
. Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Natiopal Marnc Fisheries Service .
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Pa.x (30]) 713-0596
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Dear MS Lange

. The Recreauonal Fishmg Alhance. (R.FA) isa nauoual, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the-RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is akready occumng n.
the EEZ before openmg these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to comnmercial pets. On the water
observations have shown that there 13 already a s:gmﬁcant amount of Stnpcd bass mortality m the
Efdz. duedto commercial bycatch It would pet bf.: ﬂppl'OpnaIe to rem:we the moratorium until this is
addresse S

. Second, as An:end:mnt 6 states, tharc are concerns about the relanw: lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, laxger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks tm enhance; Thus, the lrmg-mnn sustainabiiity of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthemmre. an open harvest Gf striped bass in the EEZ couid cause the fishing mortality rate

o _._toexcead the tatgets set in Amendment 5. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in move restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minipmim size
hrnits, reduced bag Hmits, and shorter seasons w]:uch would 5ure1y add up to lost opportumtws for the
mre:atlonal fishing sector. .

Smped bass ate far 0o valuable 1w thc rem*catmnal fishing sector and coastal comtmupities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tims, I strongly urge NMFS to continne the striped bass
harvcst moratonum n the EEZ.

Respectﬁﬂly bnutted

101772003 OU:41PM
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Dear MS Lange:

he Recreational Fishin i ; .

Tepresenting individual sport ﬁsma:?ca:cgﬁ:s) ot Esat'f""“?- ETASSTOOts political action organization
tespectfilly urge NMES port fishing industry. :&5 a4 member of the RFA, 1

hily urg } 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

irst, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceyr annualiy in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations. Jarge numbers of bass are particularly vyinerable to commercial nets. On the water
observatipns have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
E;Zd% due|to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorivm until this js
agdressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Liffing the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Anendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shotter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

© recreatio fishing sector. -
Striped bass are far too valuable to the tecreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
" be comprdmised by opening the EEZ at this time. T strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass |

harvest mbratorium in the EEZ.
Respectfully SaBrmiitad,
-
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of ‘Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

fax (301) 7 13-0596
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The Recreational Fising Alaace (REA) is 2 national, grassToots political action grganization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry- As a member of the RFA. 1
respectiully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to siriped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already OCCUITING in

the EEZ before opening these watets to directed fisherics- Extensive coastal migrations of striped

bass ocour annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large preeders. During these
migrations, large pumibers of bass arc particularly vulnerable 10 commescial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due 10 conpmercial Dycstch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorinm wntil this 18

© addressed. '

Second, as Asgiendment 6 states, there axe concems about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the MOTrAlorInm would place an inereased pressare on rhe stock of older, 1arger fish,
which Amendment 6 sesks to enhance. Thus, the long-terta sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : _

Furthermore, ap open harvest of striped Bass in the EEZ could cause the fshing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. {ncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

———bi——

TARpE TNl THEas qres for peTrTaonal: sexrsuciyas Tghet

R T e ot e i ATV CE R AT L i e eI
o Hmits, ‘f‘?dﬂctd-bag'hﬂllt&“aﬂa. Sivtter seasons which weuld surely;add RO ppoFtbar nitics for the .
recreational fishing seCtor. S o SR e

Styiped bass are far 00 valable to ibe recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 0
be compronuised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly UTge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest MOratorinm in the EEZ.

Respectfully Subritied.

 bolla A Focass, @7

Signators

[ FISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division.
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,

National Marine Fisheries Service

1313 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Pear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots politica action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring ia
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulperable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. -

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

" stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' :

Furihermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets sei in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

“jn more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minirmum size

limits, teduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘ :

Respectiully Submitted,

St [

Signamre
IFISH ¢« IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Fast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596
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Dear Ms. Langf_: ‘

The Racreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action erganization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. '

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
ihe EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enbance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

- I THOTE TestHctive TANAgeInent easures for recreational fishermen-such as-higher rripimem e — —-—-

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ. ‘

Respectfully Submitved,

’11'!

IFISH « IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chicf, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 '

Fax (301) 713-0396
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Dear Ms. Lange: .

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the REA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. '

. First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already pecurring in

the EEZ before opening these walers to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass ocear annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
rmigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addregsed. . :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of lacger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatenad. :

Furthetmore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

0 exaced the zargets set in Amendment 6. Jncreased effort and landies inthe EEZ could thenxesult _ -

i more ToSILtive Mmanagement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
liits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to fost opportunities for the
recreatiopal fishing sector. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tirne. I strongly urge NMFES to continve the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Respectfitlly Submitted.

Signature
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 7 13-0596

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action 6rganiz‘aﬁun

. representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. o

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
mmigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnexable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a sighificant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorinm until this is
addressed. ‘

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish m the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sseks to enhance. Thus. the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : ' . |

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

i more restrictive manageinent measures for recreational fishermen such as higher MmN SIZE

Tirnits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. _ : _ .

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal corpronnities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium n the EEZ. -

Respectfully Submitted,

Signatnme
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing A]hance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
rcpresentmg individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality mn the
EEZ due io commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus. the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. . .
Furthermore, an open harvest of stﬂped bass in the FEZ could caus: the fishing mortality Tate

limits, reduced hag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too vajuablk to the recreational fishing sector and coastat communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contmue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

Micthel Dl

Signature
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries ‘
National Marine Fisheries Service ‘
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms, Lange: :

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a memiber of the RFA, 1
resPectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFES mnst address the commmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurning in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water
omificant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, s Amendment 6 states, there ar¢ CORCEINS about the relative lack of Jarger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. - , _

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
{0 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in MOTE restrictive management fneasures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
jmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter s6asons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. |

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at ihis time. I strongly urge NMFS t0 continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. _

Respectfully Spbmitted,

Signanre
1 FISH ¢ I1VOTE
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Anne Lange _

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910
- Fax. (301) 713-0596 ‘
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Dear Ms. Lange: _

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry: As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMF$ must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurTing ia
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratormm until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there sre CONcerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened,

. ~ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fiching mortality rate
. toexceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
" EnOTe Testficlive Management measures for Lecieational Tishermen Such 35 HgheT Tunimuin size
limnits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which wold surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recrcational fishing scctos. : '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS$ to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. | | ‘

Respectfully Submitted,

Signarure

I1FISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Pishing‘ Alliance (RFA) is a nationa), grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a merober of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of siriped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the-
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this i3
addressed. ‘

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish i the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-ierm sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ _ '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
“in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such 4s higher minimum size
lirmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commuaities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respectiu itted,

/ O L% : -
Signatn Z?ﬁ' :
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federa) Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

‘National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action orgamization
representing individual sport fishermet and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

 First, NMFS must address the comumercial bycaich of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to direcied fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulperable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

| addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there aré Concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

. which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wuuld be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing moriality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
il mote Testrictive management measures for recreational fisheren sach as higher mintraum size .
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely 3dd up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ, '

Respectfully Submitted,

1 FISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange .

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Susiainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596 -

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1

respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening thesé waiers to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
rmigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormmercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorium unti) thos is
addressed. \

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

‘which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open-harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive mamagement measures for recreational fisherrnen-such as higher IR 5128 -
Jimits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost oppertunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass ate far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

‘Respectfully Submitted,

; Signatare
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Anne Lange .

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries )

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

© ‘Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreationa) Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, STassrools political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the spor fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bhass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is alrcady OGEUITINg in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large hreeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of hass are particularly vulnerable to comimercial nets, On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycarch. It would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorium until this s

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are COnceris about the relative lack of larger fish in the
siock. Lifting the moratorivm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sesks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. , :
~ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality ratc
 to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings i the EEZ could then result

in moTe resirictive WARAgeIMent MEASIICS for recreational fishermen such as higher miniyaum size
Yignits, reduced bag limits, and shorter s#asons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recraational fishing sector-
Striped bass are far too valuable 10 the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
 harvest moratorium in the EEZ. |

Respectfully Submitted,

Sigmature

I FISH ¢« 1 VOTE

101772003 OU:41PM




1817 2E8A3 B4:19 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 352 P4

2129472348 -

g9/15/2883 15:37 2159472348 KIT MARKET PacE 81

.

)“{Eb Gﬁf-u H)

From:
™
TG4t THEOSL A
Uhonston adad Vg 1goos
City State Zip

Anne Lange :

Chief, State-Faderal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industty. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped - -
bass occur anaually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vylnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortaiity in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorivm until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 1o enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing montality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resuli
in MOre restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully $ubmitted,

Yl o lt—

Signaﬂue d
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Anpe Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisherics

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317 .
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713 0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national. grassroots politi.;al action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a metaber of the RFA, |
respect fully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to steiped hass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that s already ocourring m
the EEZ before opeming those waters Jirevied fisheries. Extensive coastal m grations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large b eeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of buss are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there 15 already a significant amount of striped bi 55 mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the me ratorivny until this 1§
adrvegsed. -

- Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative k ck of larger fish in the

" stock. Lifting the moratorium wonld place an increased pressure on the stock ¢ [older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tetm sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. _ ' )

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause th: fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the 1:{EZ could then result
in more restrictive manugement measurcs for yocruational fishermen suclt as hig ber minimum size -
fimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lo:t opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ' ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
hay vesl merargrivm in the EEZ. ey B
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 :

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
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The Recreational Fishing Aliance (RFA) is & national, grassroots political action organization
representing indjvidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member. of the RFA, 1

respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped
First, NMES must address the commercial bycateh o

bass fishing.
f striped bass that is aiready occurring n

the EEZ. before opening these waters (O direcied fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriurn until this is

. addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure 01 the stock of older,.larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the BEEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more Testrictive MANAgEMENt MEasures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum SizE
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ. at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratoriam in the EEZ
Respectfully Submitted,

Signatare ﬂ'
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