
 
Catch Shares Topic of Workshop Held at March Meeting 
 
A Catch Shares Workshop was held Monday, March 1 from 8:30-12 in Jekyll Island prior to the 
start of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council meeting scheduled for that week.  All 
Council members were invited and the meeting was open to the public. The meeting provided 
Council members with a summary of the catch share amendments under consideration as well as 
an opportunity to discuss and provide comment on NOAA Fisheries' Draft National Catch Shares 
Policy.  The Council has considered the use of catch shares are for golden tilefish, other snapper 
grouper species, and golden crab.  A revision of the Wreckfish catch share program is also under 
consideration.   
 
During the workshop, Monica Medina, Principle Deputy Under-Secretary for NOAA Oceans and 
Atmosphere and Mark Holliday, Director, Office of Policy for NOAA Fisheries Service were 
available to answer questions regarding the Draft National Catch Shares Policy.  They also 
requested suggestions from Council members regarding how NOAA Fisheries could help the 
Council consider catch shares, including information about catch shares and staff time. The 
Council expressed concern about receiving both positive and negative information about catch 
shares. Council members requested staff update current factsheets on catch shares and distribute 
new factsheets discussing "Catch Share Lessons Learned". Council members also requested 
information about incorporating the recreational sector (including the private sector) into catch 
share programs and ways that communities can be involved in catch share programs. 
Additionally, Council members wanted to ensure that impacts of catch shares were assessed to 
dealers and other secondary businesses. The Council submitted formal written comments in 
response to the Draft National Catch Share Policy in April.   
 
After considering discussions during the Catch Shares Workshop and receiving a report from its 
Catch Shares Committee, the Council approved a motion to develop an options paper for a catch 
share program for vermilion snapper, golden tilefish, red snapper, black sea bass, and consider 
shallow water and deep water grouper categories.  The Council has already formed an 
exploratory workgroup to consider catch share type programs for the commercial snapper 
grouper fishery in 2007, and similar workgroups for the commercial golden tilefish and golden 
crab fisheries. A consensus was not reached by the snapper grouper workgroup after a year-long 
series of meetings, and the Council decided not to develop a program at the time.  The Council is 
moving forward to develop catch share programs for the commercial golden tilefish and golden 
crab fisheries based on workgroup recommendations. 
 
The Council will move forward to develop an options paper for the development of catch share 
programs for vermilion snapper, golden tilefish, red snapper, black sea bass and possibly include 
shallow water and deep water grouper as well. 
 


