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Overview

• Average weights for Amendment 3
• Regulations Summary
• Landings Update
• What happened in 2009?
• Expected 2010 Quotas
• Shark Research Fishery
• Future Actions
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Blacknose Mortality by Gear Type 
from 1999-2005

Commercial Recreational 

Average wt = 4.97 lbs dw Average wt = 1.5 lbs 
dw  

Longline 
(number)

Nets 
(number)

Lines 
(number)

BLL 
Discards 
(number) 

GOM 
Shrimp 
bycatch 

(number)

SA 
Shrimp 
bycatch 

(number) 

Landings (number)

8,091 19,041 352 5,007 38,626 4,856 10,408

9% 22% 0% 6% 45% 6% 12%
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Where did 4.97 lbs come from?

Column 2 (goes to 2005), average weights in lb dw - The data for this column are predicted 
weights from lengths based on the directed shark fishery observer program (Branstetter and 
Burgess 1997; G. Burgess, U. of Florida, pers. comm.).
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Where did the 1.5 lbs come from?

Data goes through 2005
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BackgroundBackground

Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico landings of blacknose sharks:
86,381 sharks/year (avg annual mortality between 1999-2005)

Blacknose Sharks

Commercial Recreational 

Source of 
Mortality

(avg 
weight)

Longline 
(5.4 lbs)

Nets
(14.4 lbs)

Lines 
(unk)

BLL 
Discards 
(5.4 lbs) 

GOM 
Shrimp 
bycatch
(4.6 lbs)

SA 
Shrimp 
bycatch 
(4.6 lbs) 

Landings
(1.5 lbs)

Number 8,091 19,041 352 5,007 38,626 4,856 10,408
% by 

Number 9% 22% <1% 6% 45% 6% 12%

Weight 43,691 274,190 1,749 27,038 177,680 22,338 15,612
% by 

Weight 8% 49% 0% 5% 32% 4% 3%
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Where do the weights come from 
now?

Data sources:
•Longline – BLL obs. data
•Gillnet – GN obs. data
•Lines – unk.
•BLL Discards – BLL obs. data
•Shrimp bycatch – SEAMAP surveys
•Recreational – MRFSS

Used straight averages for each gear type.  



8

Commercial Measures

• Sandbar: Retention with research permit ONLY 
(research objectives set retention limits)

• Non-sandbar:  
– 33 non-sandbar LCS/vessel/trip for directed 

permit holders
– 3 non-sandbar LCS/vessel/trip for incidental 

permit holders 
• All sharks offloaded with fins naturally attached 
• Fishing Year – January-December (no seasons)



9

Recreational Measures

• Fishing year – Jan-Dec (no seasons)
• Recreational measures:

- Size and retention limit: 1/vessel/trip, minimum 
size = 54 in FL (except bonnethead & sharpnose)

- Authorized Species:  Non-ridgeback LCS plus tiger 
sharks, SCS, and pelagic sharks (no sandbar or 
silky)

• Recreational Species Identification Placard Available
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Landings Update

Species Group Region
2009 

Annual Quota
(mt dw)

Preliminary 
2009 Landings

(mt dw)

Quota 
Percentage

Non-Sandbar 
Large Coastal 

Sharks

Gulf of 
Mexico

390.5 
(860,896 lb dw)

307.8
(670,509 lb dw)

78.8%
CLOSED

Atlantic
187.8 

(414,024 lb dw)
198.1

(436,741 lb dw)
105.5%

CLOSED

Non-Sandbar 
LCS Research 

Quota No
regional 
quotas

37.5 
(82,673 lb dw)

37
(81,572 lb dw)

98.7%
CLOSED

Sandbar 
Research 

Quota

87.9
(193,784 lb dw)

79.6
(175,401 lb dw) 90.5%
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Landings Update

Species Group Region
2009 

Annual Quota
(mt dw)

Preliminary 
2009 Landings

(mt dw)

Quota 
Percentage

Small Coastal 
Sharks

No
regional 
quotas

454 
(1,000,888 lb dw)

131.1 
(289,058 lb dw) 28.9%

Blue Sharks
273 

(601,856 lb dw)
1.4

(3,122 lb dw) < 1%

Porbeagle 
Sharks

1.4
(3,086 lb dw)

0.1
(164 lb dw) 5.2%

Pelagic Sharks 
Other Than 

Porbeagle or 
Blue

488 
(1,075,856 lb dw)

65.6
(144,580 lb dw) 13.4%
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What happened?

• Landing different species

• Landing sharks with fins and belly flaps 
attached

• High Grading

• Multiple trips per day
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What happened?

• Landing different species

• Landing sharks with fins and belly flaps 
attached

• High Grading

• Multiple trips per day
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Possible Solutions

• Trip limit/day

• Flexible trip limit

• Target catch requirement

• Change in season opening date
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Quota Regulations

• Overharvest

• Underharvest

• Close individual shark seasons and regions 
@ 80% with 5 days notice
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2010 Expected Quotas

Species Group Region 2009 
Annual Quota

Preliminary 
2009 

Landings
Overharvest 2010

Expected Quota

Non-Sandbar 
Large Coastal 

Sharks

Gulf of 
Mexico

390.5 
(860,896 lb dw)

307.8
(678,509 lb dw) - 390.5 

(860,896 lb dw)

Atlantic
187.8 

(414,024 lb dw)
198.1

(436,741 lb dw) 10.3 177.5
(391,317 lb dw)

Non-Sandbar 
LCS Research 

Quota
No

regional 
quotas

37.5 
(82,673 lb dw)

37
(81,572 lb dw) - 37.5 

(82,673 lb dw)

Sandbar 
Research 

Quota

87.9
(193,784 lb dw)

79.6
(175,401 lb dw) - 87.9

(193,784 lb dw)
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Species Group Region 2009 
Annual Quota

Preliminary 
2009 

Landings
Overharvest 2010

Expected Quota

Small Coastal 
Sharks

No
regional 
quotas

454 
(1,000,888 lb dw)

131.1
(289,058 lb dw) - 454 

(1,000,888 lb dw)

Blue Sharks
273 

(601,856 lb dw)
1.4

(3,122 lb dw) - 273 
(601,856 lb dw)

Porbeagle 
Sharks

1.4
(3,086 lb dw)

0.1
(164 lb dw) 0.2 1.5

(3,307 lb dw)

Pelagic Sharks 
Other Than 

Porbeagle or 
Blue

488 
(1,075,856 lb dw)

65.6
(144,580 lb dw) - 488 

(1,075,856 lb dw)

2010 Expected Quotas
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2010 Shark 
Research Fishery

• Request for applications is expected to published in 
Oct-Nov
• Application deadline about 30 days after publication
• ~ 10 applicants will receive permits 
• Requirements for qualified vessels are:

—Complete application received by deadline
—Valid safety decal
—Landings history of sharks in logbooks
—No HMS-related NOVA or Permit Sanction
—Complied with observer program in the past 2 years
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2009 Shark 
Research Fishery

• 2009 Trip limits: 
— 45 sandbar sharks
— 33 non-sandbar LCS
— No retention limits for SCS and pelagic sharks 

• Review of 2009 Shark Research Fishery
— 6 vessels took 82 observed trips
— 6,679 sharks caught (57% sandbar sharks)
— 7 protected species
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Future Actions

• 2010 Shark Season Rule
• Request for 2010 Research Fishery Applications
• Shark Trip Limit Rule
• Implementation of Amendment 3 (~April 2010)
• 2010 Stock assessment – dates to be determined 

—Blacknose sharks
—Sandbar sharks
—Dusky sharks


