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T tTournament
Compliance Process

1 2
Register Tournament Report Catch

NMFS Southeast 
Fisheries Science Centers
(P Cit B h d

HMS Management Division
(St. Petersburg, FL)

(Panama City Beach and 
Miami, FL)• At least 4 weeks in advance

• Within 7 days after fishing ends• Within 7 days after fishing ends



Tournament
Registration History

Year Total
2003 244

Maine
1.7%

Massachusetts
3.3%

Rhode Island
0.8%

New York
4.9%Puerto Rico

7 1%

USVI
1.9%

Bahamas
0.5%

2003 244
2004 215
2005 256

New Jersey
7.2%

Maryland

Texas
8.2%

7.1%

2006 259
2007 299
2008 267

Maryland
5.0%

Virginia
1.9%

North Carolina
6.4%Alabama

Mississippi
0.8%

Louisiana
8.7%

2008 267
2009 270
2010 270

South Carolina
4.8%

Alabama
3.1%

2010 270
2011 247

Georgia
3.0%Florida

30.6%

Source: HMS Tournament Registry Database; states and foreign tournaments <0.5% excluded, including New 
Hampshire (0.00%), Connecticut (0.1%), Delaware (0.3%), Bermuda (0.05%), and Turks/Caicos (0.05%).



HMS Tournaments Website 
Access

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/Tournaments/p g

• From the main 
HMS site

• Copy and• Copy and 
paste direct 
address

• Search for 
“HMS 
Tournaments”Tournaments



HMS Tournaments Website

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/Tournaments/

• Registration 
forms and

p g

forms and 
instructions

• List of 
registered 
tournaments

• Federal• Federal 
regulations

• Catch reporting p g
forms and 
instructions



Tournaments Website: Tournaments Website: 
Registration

Forms may be submitted via:
• Email, mail, or fax
• HMSTournamentRegistry@noaa.gov



Tournaments Website: 
Registration



Tournaments Website: Tournaments Website: 
Registered Tournaments



Tournament Outreach

65



Tournaments Website: Tournaments Website: 
Regulations

• Permit 
requirements 
for participantsfor participants

• General 
tournament 
restrictions

• Circle hook 
i f tiinformation

• HMS outreach 
materials



Tournaments Website: 
Catch Reporting

• Required if selected (all billfish 
tournaments are selected))

• Instructions sent with form
• Reports submitted via fax or mail



Reminder to Register

• Reminder sent 
two months in 
advance of past 
tournament start 
date

• Includes printed 
registration form



Suggestions for Improvement?

• Online registration system?• Online registration system?
• Outreach outlets?
• Improving registration compliance?Improving registration compliance?
• Others?

Please send comments and suggestions to:
Katie.Davis@noaa.gov


