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P R O C E E D I N G S


MR. ROGERS: Good afternoon. Hopefully there is


enough seats around the table here for all the advisory panel


members. Looks like we have a sufficient number to be a


quorum. We were expecting about 32 individuals here, so


we're getting a little bit more table space in the back. But


we're got a pretty demanding agenda, so we've got to get


started here.


We're going to have some opening comments and a


welcome from Dr. Clarence Faskin, who is serving in the


capacity of acting deputy administrator for regulatory


affairs, I believe, is your current title. Is that correct?


DR. FASKIN: No, not affairs, programs.


MR. ROGERS: Programs, regulatory -- acting deputy


administrate -- deputy assistant administrator for regulatory


programs.


(Interruption to tape.)


DR. FASKIN: (Inaudible) and I am very happy to be


here to welcome you to an advisory panel on HMS. We have a


25 member, sometimes 23 or 20 member, advisory panel that we


use up in the North Pacific, and pretty much a very


(inaudible) of who's who of HMS off of the Atlantic and Gulf
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of Mexico here. And so on our advisory panel in Alaska, it's


the same thing: we have people that are representing


industry, the environmental community, recreational types,


and they meet with the council one or two days ahead of the


council and overlap with the council, in most instances,


about five times a year. And we have just one advisory


panel, unlike some of the other panels, which have multiple


advisory panels (inaudible) fishing and management plan.


And I can say, from being executive director up


there, that probably most of the motions that come before the


council and initiatives that come from the council are


motions that come right out of our advisory panel. So they


are a very, very important part of the council family up in


Alaska.


And so I'm looking forward to how your dialogue


here plays out with the National Fisheries Service and I'm


glad I'm here to be able to interact with (inaudible) and


hear issues you have back here. Because I know that they're


controversial, especially as they intersect with the


Endangered Species Act. We have the same types of issues up


in Alaska as they intersect with the Endangered Species Act


(inaudible) sea lions.
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So the agency is working on all fronts and the


council in all regions have ESA issues and bycatch issues


much like you have in your, your various fisheries here.


So I want to welcome you. Some of you I know and


some of you I hope to get acquainted with as we go through


the day (inaudible) over the short time (inaudible). Welcome


aboard. I think Chris wants me to -- do you want to go


through introductions right now?


MR. ROGERS: Yeah.


DR. FASKIN: Okay. Why don't we go around the


room, starting over here with Chris, and I'll then get to


know you a little better.


MR. ROGERS: Okay. I'm Chris Rogers, with the


Highly Migratory Species Division in Silver Spring.


MR. SAMPSON: Mark Sampson, Ocean City Charter Boat


Captains' Association, Ocean City, Maryland.


MR. HUDSON: Russell Hudson, (inaudible).


MR. WHITAKER: Rom Whitaker, Hatteras Charter


Boats, HMS, Hatteras, North Carolina.


A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.)


MS. PEEL: Ellen Peel, the Billfish Foundation,


Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
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MR. GARENZA: Bill Garenza (phonetic), seafood


buyer, Portland, Maine.


DR. GRAVES: John Graves, Virginia Institute of


Marine Science, here representing the U.S. ICCAT advisory


committee.


MR. RUAIS: Rich Ruais with the East Coast Tuna


Association.


MR. BLANKINSHIP: Randy Blankinship, Texas Parks


and Wildlife Department, from Brownsville, Texas.


MR. McBRIDE: This is Joe McBride from New York


state, the president of Montauk Boatmen and Captains'


Association, a member of the New York state MRAC.


MR. UHLRICH: Glen Uhlrich, South Carolina


Department of Natural Resources.


MR. BERKLEY: Steve Berkley (phonetic), Oregon


State University, and also representing the American


Fisheries Society.


MS. PERCY: Pat Percy, Popham Beach, Maine, Mid


Coast Maine Fishermen's Wives Association.


MS. JOHNSON: Gail Johnson, Fishing Vessel, Seneca.


MR. BEIDEMAN: Nelson Beideman, Blue Water


Fisherman's Association.
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MR. DELANEY: I'm Glen Delaney. I'm sitting in for


Steve Loga of Tuna Fresh in Louisiana.


MR. WILMOT: David Wilmot, Ocean Wildlife Campaign.


MS. FORDHAM: Sonja Fordham, Center for Marine


Conservation.


MR. BASCO: Irby Basco, Gulf of Mexico Council.


DR. CLAVERIE: Mau Claverie, Gulf Council,


Billfish.


MR. PRIDE: Bob Pride, recreational fisherman from


Virginia, also a member of Mid Atlantic Council.


MR. BROWN: Vernon Brown, Virgin Islands, chairman


of the Caribbean Fishery Management Council.


MR. LELAND: Frank Leland, New England Fisheries


Management Council.


MS. McKENNA: Sharon McKenna; I'm sitting in for


Jim Donofrio of the Recreational Fishing Alliance.


MR. DUNN: Russ Dunn, with Ocean Wildlife Campaign.


MR. MOREHEAD: Bruce Morehead, National Marine


Fisheries Service, Silver Spring.


MS. McCALL: Mariam McCall with the Office of


General Counsel for Fisheries.


MS. LANG: Anne Lang (inaudible).
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(Interruption to tape.)


MR. MOREHEAD: -- in the panels that were formed in


'96 under the Sustainable Fisheries Act to help us develop


FMPs and inform amendments. We put out a safe report this


year, which I believe will form the basis to your discussions


at this meeting.


I'm also interested in looking at the process we --


through which we work with, with the panels. There's -- I


know (inaudible) attempt in the past maybe to have chairmen


elected. We might want to think about that or maybe have an


executive committee of these panels that we can work with


between meetings. I know we've only had one or two meetings


a year, so there's some time on the agenda at the end of the


meeting, where we can have some more focused discussion on,


on, on the process of how the committees work. I'm


interested in you thinking about it and this -- I'll get some


feedback on how well you think the panels are working.


We have a very lengthy agenda and I -- Chris will


be the moderator or the kind of -- kind of the enforcer to


keep us on schedule. We have various folks on the staff who


want to give presentations and, and solicit your, your, your


comments. At this point, I'd like Chris to start.
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MR. ROGERS: Okay, thanks, Bruce and Clarence. As


Bruce just mentioned, we tried various things in the past


with the advisory panel. We've had Jack Dunnigan serving as


moderator under contract with the Atlantic States Commission.


The billfish panel itself has actually had a chairman in the


past.


So what we have included in your information


package is the statement of operating organization practices


and procedures, your SOOPPPS, for both the panels, as well as


the reminder for those who have been with us for a while, but


also as potentially new information for those who are new to


the panel, how the panel relates to the fishery management


plans.


Initially, as Bruce mentioned, we relied on the


panel a lot during the development of the fishery management


plans, both the billfish amendment and the HMS plans, but now


we're sort of what is covered in the plan under the


continuing fishery management area. So I, I included in that


packet just the excerpts from the FMPs regarding use of the


advisory panel for continuing fishery management and the


framework procedures for adjustment.


Obviously we would use the panel for advise in a
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situation where we decide we need to or think we may need or


are considering amending an FMP or possibly doing a


regulatory amendment under the framework provisions of the


FMP.


So our thinking, at least at the time that the FMPs


were issued, is that we would issue the annual safe report


and then convene the advisory panel to basically assess the


current status of the fisheries, to see if the panel members


share the same issues or concerns that we do in the -- in the


management arm of the house, and whether or not, as I said,


FMP amendments are needed or whether regulatory amendments


can, can suffice to address the, the situation and issues.


So we don't want to belabor that at this point, but


in your free time, breaks and such and dinner conversations


with fellow panel members, if you do have any ideas or


thoughts and concerns, as Bruce had alluded to, regarding


maybe electing a chairman or some sort of sub set of the


group as an executive committee or something like that, where


we could have a more frequent contact than the -- than the


once a year meeting, to help us develop the agenda, to focus


the agenda, to focus the, the issues and concerns that the


agency has.
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So we will put some time towards the end on


Wednesday afternoon; if, if anyone has any, any further


thoughts on that subject, you know, please, please come


forward to share those at the time.


What we'll try to do in the sense of running this


meeting, absent the, the overall moderator like we had with


Jack Dunnigan in the past, is we will have various staff


members of the HMS division doing presentations on the issues


and concerns that we have and that have been identified.


All of you should have received the copy of this


year's safe report in the mail, hopefully last week sometime,


and chapter 10 is what we call the outlook. That's basically


how we developed the agenda for this meeting, some of the


ongoing concerns since the FMPs were, were issued, whether or


not there were problems in implementing the FMPs or problems


that have arisen since then, or concerns that we have had. 


So that outlook section was really what was driving the


agenda. Since we had issued the draft agenda, there were


some concern expressed on some parties -- again, this goes


back to what Bruce says about some interaction that's perhaps


needed in developing the agenda for these meetings.


So we have made a few adjustments. We did add a
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brief presentation tonight on a bluefin tuna quota issue. We


had also added a bycatch discussion. Some folks were, were


concerned that the AP wouldn't have enough time on the


agenda, as it had been drafted, to go over some of the


bycatch concerns, the objectives of the FMP towards bycatch


reduction. I believe we added that for Tuesday afternoon.


Everybody does have a copy of the revised agenda


with them in their packages? Okay.


So again, what we'll be doing is, we'll be making


presentations. Although it is a public meeting, one of the


concerns we've had in the past is that, that the AP itself,


those members of the -- of the panel, need to have some, some


precedents, so to speak, in terms of the, the discussion. So


what we'll try to do is, we'll, we'll hold discussion after


the presentations to the advisory panel members themselves.


And then as time allows, if there are any other


members of the public who, who wish to speak on an issue, we


have reserved tomorrow night for a dedicated public input


session, so to speak. We have three items open for public


comment currently, and we'll go through each of those in turn


and take public comment on those, as well open it up for any


other discussion.
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So again, hopefully there will be some


opportunities, as we go, for input from the public. It's not


a full gallery back there, but there's enough people that I'm


sure they'll, they'll want to be heard on, on occasion.


And like I said, we'll, we'll go through the panel


first. What the moderators will try to do, for those of you


who have been to these meetings in the past, we'll just make


note, by raising your hand, that somebody wishes to speak. 


We'll try to take you in order. Sometimes we may reshuffle


that a little, just to make sure that, that everybody gets a


chance to speak; if somebody's spoken a few times in the


past, we may take somebody else out of order, just to get


perhaps an alternative view point on, on a particular issue.


So we'll be following the revised agenda, unless --


I guess I'll open it up briefly if there's any lingering


concerns on the agenda, something that's just blatantly


omitted, something that's on somebody's mind that, that needs


to get on there. Again, we have reserved a few hours on


Wednesday afternoon for, for other items. If you don't think


it would fit in there or would fit better somewhere else, we


can entertain those agenda items now. David?


MR. WILMOT: Yeah, Chris, two different issues;
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one, I do see that you added the discussion on bycatch


reduction and I appreciate that, because I did send a letter


raising concerns that we weren't going to have the


opportunity to talk about some of these important issues,


including one that's out right now for public comment. I'm


not sure that's going to be enough time, but we're just going


to have to I guess work that as best we can.


I just wanted to reiterate my point that we're


going to need some presentations from NMFS staff to be able


to have the discussion at the level that I hope we will, and


I just wanted to make sure that, as we discussed, that that


is going to happen.


The second issue is something that didn't make it


on, and that is the issue with the sharks. We have a number


of actions right now that are -- that are ongoing with the


independent review, and then of course the planning of the


SEW that's coming up. And I thought it would be very


important for us to have the opportunity to talk about those


plans here, where they stand and where the agency is planning


to go and get our input on that in the -- because these are


actions that are going to be taking place over the next few


months.
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MR. ROGERS: Okay. I think we will bring up the


shark situation at several points along the way, but


certainly if we haven't addressed your particular concerns


towards the end of the meeting, then on Wednesday afternoon


we'll try to cover that more in depth, as needed. And we do


have a presentation planned on the bycatch reduction, so --


any other thoughts or concerns on the agenda? Russ Dunn?


MR. DUNN: Yeah, just to, and this may be covered


underneath bycatch reduction to some extent, but I'm a little


bit concerned about, or I'd like an update on, the VMS,


status of VMS, and really more importantly, an evaluation or


how NMFS plans to evaluate the area closures that are in


effect right now, and I don't know where you may be planning


to discuss that, but obviously evaluation of the efficacy of


those areas is critical to determining whether they're worth


continuing, expanding or what.


MR. ROGERS: Mm-hmm. Okay, we can -- we can


certainly work those items into the agenda. I'll be meeting


with the staff after we adjourn tonight, make sure that we


get these extra items fit in to the agenda.


What I had hoped to do in the next hour or so was


just go over a few other items. As I said, the public



































































































































































































































































































































































































