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P R O C E E D I N G S


MR. ROGERS: We'll get started. What's that?


A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.)


MR. ROGERS: You want us to wait a little bit until


everybody comes here? What if it's 11 o'clock? Well, our


hope was that we could get a quick start on this bluefin tuna


issue, knowing that --


A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.)


MR. ROGERS: Oh. Knowing that those who have an


intense interest in bluefin tuna would be here on time. 


We're being overruled by the two people who have the --


A PARTICIPANT: Want to give it another five


minutes? At least wait until you get Pat and Mark here.


MR. ROGERS: There's Mark.


A PARTICIPANT: I (inaudible) gets here.


A PARTICIPANT: No problem.


(Interruption to tape.)


MR. ROGERS: All right, good morning. Looks like


we have a quorum, whatever the panel determines that quorum


to be.


A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.)


MR. ROGERS: What we'd like to do first this
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morning would deal with some issues related to the bluefin


tuna fishery. We do have a public hearing this evening for


the 2001 specifications, which would include the quotas by


category and the effort controls for the general category.


But two issues that have come up in recent years


have been the so-called rollover provisions and the effort


control schedule, and in a larger sense than just determining


the restricted fishing days and things like that. So we


wanted to open up for discussion on these two issues. Brad


McHale (phonetic) will lead this discussion this morning.


Again, these two issues that we want to speak to


this morning are more general, in terms of the philosophy of


policy or formulation of how to deal with these two issues,


and we'll deal with the specifics of the quotas by category


and the effort control schedule in tonight's hearing. So


Brad's going to present these two issues and discuss a little


bit, then we'll open it up for the panel's input.


MR. McHALE: Good morning, everyone. To those of


you that don't know me, my name is Brad McHale, fishery


management specialist for the highly migratory species


division located up in Gloucester, Massachusetts.


As Chris had mentioned, I'm only going to really

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































